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SPONSOR STATEMENT - HOUSE JO IN T RESOLUTION NO. 51 
Supporting  Selection of Native Allotments under the Native Allotm ent Act

House Joint Resolution No. 51 supports the efforts of Alaska Congressman Don Young and his 
bill H.R. 2924. H.R. 2924 will allow certain Alaska Native Veterans to apply for their allotments 
under the Native Allotment Act. These Native Veterans missed their opportunity to apply within 
the specified time period, because they were either serving in war zones, or did not receive their 
applications from the Bureau of Indian Affairs. This has resulted in inequitable treatment for 
these veterans. H.R. 2924 will remedy this inequity and allow these veterans to apply for their 
Native allotments.

HJR No. 51 also supports allowing the restoration of 50.000 acres to the Elim Native 
Corporation. After 1927. President Hoover revoked approximately 50.000 acres from the Norton 
Bay Reservation for use of homesteading bv ex-servicemen of World War I. President Hoover's 
Executive Order violated 43 I'.S.C. 150. 4 1 Stat. 34. which stated that only Congress could 
withdraw public lands for use a> an Indian Reservation. H.R. 2924 seeks to remedy this situation 
by restoring 50.000 acres to the Elim entitlement.

Between S00 and 2000 Alaska Native Veterans will be affected by H.R. 2924. should it become
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Relating to support for H.R. 2924, which allows certain Alaska Native Vietnam era veterans and the 
Elim Native Corporation to select land under the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act.
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105th c o n k k k s s  
1 s t  S e s s i o n H . R .  2 9 2 4

To amend tin* Alaskan Native ('laitns Settlement Act to provide for selection 
of lands hy certain veterans of the Vietnam era and by the Klim Native 
('orporatinn.

IX THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

X n V K M I t E K  7 .  1 ! > ! > 7

Mr. Yoryo of Alaska introduced the following hill; which was referred to the
( oiniiiittee on Resources

A  B IL L
To amend the Alaskan Xative Claims Settlement Art to 

provide tor selection of lands hy certain veterans of the 
Vietnam era and hy the Elim Xative Corporation.

1 Lie it i narted I)// the St nu ft and House o f liepn sen ta-
2 tires of the l ’n ited Stati s i f  America in Coni/ress assembh d,

3 SECTION 1. VIETNAM VETERANS ALLOTMENT.

4 The Alaskan Xative Claims Settlement Aet (43

5 U.S.C. l(j()0. et seq.l is amended hy adding- at the end

6 the following:



1 "U l'KN SEASON FDK CEKTAIN NAT IMS ALASKAN

2 VETERANS !■’( >H ALLOTMENTS

3 " S ec . 41. (a) I n (tE N E K A l.— (1 ) D uring ; the one-

4 year period beginn ing ' on the da te o f enactm ent o f th is

5 section, an in d iv id u a l described in subsection (b ) is e lig ib le

6 fo r an a llo tm en t o f not more than lbO acres o f land unde r

7 the A c t o f M a y 17. 190b (chap te r 2469 ; 34 S tilt. 197).

8 as such A c t was in effec t before December 18. 1971.

9 " (2 ) A llo tm en ts selected unde r th is section shall no t

10 be from  ex is tin g na tive o r non -na tive campsites.

11 *’ (■>) The Secre ta ry sha ll p rescribe such ru les as may

12 h»* necessary to c a r ry o u t th is section.

13 ’ '( In  E l.H ilH LE I.N O lvm rA L s .— ( I )  A n in d iv id u a l is

14 elig ib le unde)' subsection (a ) i f  the in d iv id u a l would have

15 been elig ib le under the A c t o f M ay 17. 190b (chap te r

16 24b9 ; 34 S ta t. 197). as such A c t was in effect before De-

17 cember 18. 1971. and the in d iv id u a l is a vete ran o f the 

iS V ie tnam era.

19 " (2 ) F o r purposes o f th is section, in the case o f an

20 ind iv idua l described in pa rag raph (1) who is deceased, the

21 heirs o f the in d iv id ua l shall be trea ted as the in d iv id ua l

22 described in pa rag raph f 1).
23 " i d  ( ’i in v k y an ' i t : D e a d l in e .— T he Secre ta ry o f tla*

24 In te r io r shall complete land conveyances pu rsuan t to th is

2



1 section not later than one year after the end of the period

2 referred to in subsection (a).

3 “ (d) D efinitions.— F or the purposes of this section.

4 the terms 'veteran' and 'Vietnam era' have the meaning

5 given such terms by paragraphs (2) and (29). respectively.

6 of section 10.1 of title Os. United States Code.".

7 SEC. 2. ELIM NATIVE CORPORATION LAND RESTORATION.

S The Alaskan Xative Claims Settlement Act (43

9 U.S.C. lbOO. et seip). as amended by section 1 of this

10 Act. is further amended by adding at the end the follow-

11 ing:

12 “ EI.IM NATIVE < (>KlJi (RATION LAND RESTORATION

13 “ S e c , 42. (a) W it h d r a w a l  a n d  A y a il a h il it y  f o p

14 S e l e c t io n .— T he land.N describe*I in su b sec tio n  lb) a re

15 w ith d raw n  from  d isp o sitio n  u n d e r  th e  public  land  laws.

16 entry or appropriation under the mining laws of the Unit-

17 eil States, and the operation of the mineral leasing laws

18 of the United States, subject to valid existing rights, for

19 a period of one year from the date of enactment of this

20 section, for selection by the Elim Xative Corporation

21 u n d e r th is  sec tion .

22 "(bi L a n d s  D e s c r ib e d .—The lau d s  described  in

23 th is  sec tion  a re  w ith in  the  b o u n d a ry  o f th e  parcel o f lau d

24 in the vicinity of Elim. Alaska, tit approximately latitude

25 64 oil X. lonitinide 162 on V. more particularly described

26 as follows:

• m t 2924 IH
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1 ■■Beginning at the point of intersection of line

2 3-4. U.S. Suivoy Xo. ‘2348 with the protracted West

3 Bounda ry o f T6S . R 18W  IvRM . A laska :

4 "Thence Xorth. along the west boundary of the

5 aforem entioned township, approxim ately 4 1:j miles

6 to the protracted position for the corner of sections

7 1. (i. 7, and ]2 :

8 "Thence Northeasterly, parallel with line 4-3 of

9 U.S. Survey Xo. 2348. approximately 2 0 'e miles, to

10 a  po in t;

11 "Thence East app ro x im a te ly Ij miles to co rne r

12 Xo. 3 U.S. Sui'vey Xo. 2348:

13 "Thence Sou thw es te rly a long lines 3 -4 . U .S .

14 Survey 234S app ro x im a te ly 2 7 1 _• m iles to the po in t

15 of beginning.

16 " l e t  AI T IIk RI/'ATImX T o SELECT L a .VDS: R e sEKVA-

17 t io .v o f  E a s e m e n t .— T he E lim  X a tiv e ( o rpo ra tio n is

18 au thorized to select 30 .000 acres o f lands w ith in the

19 boundary o f the land.', described in subsection (b) to sat-

20 is ty its h . 1 en titlem en ts unde r section 19(b). The Sec-

21 re ta ty  is au thorized to receive, ad jud ica te , and convey the

22 lands to the Elim Xative (.’orporation subject to—

23 "i 1) valid exi.sting rights; and

24 "(2) an casement reserved to the United States

2? |br the benefit ..I the public. An easement in the

4
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1 lands shall be rexeired to the Iditarod National His-

2 torie Trail.

3 "(d) WITHDRAWAL AND SELECTION OF ADDITIONAL

4 L a n d s .— The Secretary is authorized to withdraw, and

5 Elim Native Corporation is authorized to select, not later

6 than I s- months after the date of the enactment of this

7 section additional lands adjacent to the lands withdrawn

8 by subsection (a) to fulfill Elim Native Corporation’s land

9 entitlements epual to the total acreage of the Norton Bay

10 Reservation as withdrawn by Executive Order No. 2508.

11 dated January •'). 1 '*17.

12 "lei F in a l it y  o f  S e l e c t io n s .— Selection bv the«

13 Elm Native ( orporation of lands under subsection (c) or

14 (d) .shall constitute full satisfaction of anv claim or entitle-«

15 ment of rhe Elim Native Corporation—

16 "i 1 i with respect to subsection (cl. to its land

17 eutitl 'incuts under section 19(b). and

18 " i2 1 with respect to subsection (d). to the extin-

19 gnishment of the Norton Bay Reseiration (as witli-

20 drawn bv Executive Order No. 2508. dated Januaryi •

21 J. 1 9 1 7 ).” .

o
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Don Voung. Chairman

11.5’. House of SEprEHEntatiuEa 
Comm ittee on B esou rte s i
©Sasijington, DC 20515

December 17. 1997

Representative Beverly Masek 
Alaska State Legislature 
600 E. Railroad Ave.
Wasilla. Alaska 99654

Dear Representative^rfrol!;

Thank you for contacting me on behalf of several Alaskans who inquired into the 
prospects of enacting H.R. 2924. a bill to amend the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act to 
provide for selection of lands by certain veterans of the Vietnam era and by the Elim Native 
Corporation. I appreciate hearing from you.

H.R. 2924 was introduced on November 7. 1997. and referred to the Committee on 
Resources: the full committee will retain jurisdiction over this legislation. A copy of the 
legislation and my remarks on its introduced are enclosed for your review.

Although a hearing schedule is not definitively set. this legislation likely will need 
hearings that could be spread over an approximately one and one-half year period of time 
because the issue concerned involves a lengthy process. The main reasons for this are the 
importance of the issue involved and the large number of people affected by it. There are about 
800 to 2000 Alaska Native Veterans who are affected by this bill, and Congress must decide 
where the lands for them will come from. Even after hearings are completed, moving the bill in 
committee and passing it through Congress could take perhaps several years depending on 
several factors such as the Administration's position. I believe it can pass, however, it is not 
unusual for bills of this nature to undergo time-consuming consideration.

Again, thank you for contacting me. Please do not hesitate to contact me if there is any 
further information you need.

Sincerelv.

DON YOUNG 
Chairman

D Y cacf
Enclosures

DEC 2 9 1997

MIDI/ w w w .h o u s e .g o v /fe so u rc G S /

http://www.house.gov/fesourcGS/


uuuuiicad u«0w* H'UwiiU <•'! i?Ow, Uu^-c.was one of the founders of Muigwilhama. tne first local African-American organization to have an mdepenoent impact on electing black public officials Since that time he has prob­ably supported more campaigns for Gary citi­zens to become elected offciais than any other person Dozier s humanitarian efforts have also posi­tively impacted the community he serves Over the years. Dozier has served as a board member or officer in countless organizations always making a serious effort to contribute .n a productive manner. In 1972, as a charter bca-d member o' the Nat cns Association 'or Sickle Cell Disease. Dozier successfully raisea over S18.000 locally. Sensitive ana compas­sionate in tne face of human suffering, health

w.jjcind a c k-cjwCu in ^cumy^ wueitr mcy 0 1 callowed to imagine themselves on the surface of Mars, or flying across country In the mobile aeronautics laboratory The students are not only developing strong math, science, and other technical skills but they are also devel- coing good leadership and communication skills.For these ’easons the SEMAA program Is cemg haiiec as a great success When it was first introduced program heads set as a goal serving 1 000 students each program year I am pleased to report that in its 4th program year. SEMAA served 1 939 students nearly rouble the zugina' gca.Mr Spear,er. I am grateful that NASA Ad­ministrator Dari Goldin supports the SEMAA initiative In my congressional district, a team

districts across the United States It is my hope that this will be one of our goals for the future.
HONORING THE SERVICE OF ALAS­

KA \IETNAM ERA NATIVE VET­
ERANS

HON. DON YOUNG
OF ALASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday. Xovewber 7. 1997 

Mr YOUNG of Alaska Mr Speaker, I am pleased to introduce legislation on Dehalf of numerous Alaska Native veterans who an­swered the call of their country to serve, fight.

Xovember 7. 1997 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD— Extensions of Remarks
and preserve the rights of all citizens of the United States during the Vietnam war Many of these same Alaska Native veterans con­tinue to serve their country by becoming in­volved in their communities, and in local and State government. Others continue to serve their country by their enlistment in the Alaska National Guard, a reserve component of the ArmyAlaska Natives, who were in service to their country during the Vietnam war, missed their opportunity to apply for a Native allotment under the Native Allotment Act Many were in war zones and others had no! received their application from the Bureau of Indian Affairs [BIA] It is my firm belief that our Alaska Na­tive Vietnam veterans merit the same rights as other Alaska Natives under this act It is mor­ally wrong of our country, of which our Alaska Native veterans are first class citizens, to deny them the baste right afforded to other Alaska Native citizens under this act This legislation will correct this inequity and give them the op­portunity to apply for their allotment under the Native Allotment ActI think it Is appropriate that I offer this legis­lation prior to our national observance of Vet­erans Day. November 11, 1997 My legislation respectively requests of this administration not to tarnish the service of our Alaska Viet­nam era Native veterans and to grant them the same rights to apply for their Native allot­mentAnother provision in this bill would restore land to the Elim Native Corp By Executive Order 2508. January 3, 1917, Presiaent Woodrow Wilson set aside tne Norton Bay Reservation "for use of the United States Bu­reau of Education and the natives of indige­nous Alaskan race", including adjacent islands witnm 3 miles of the coast This area con­tained 350 000 acresIn 1919 Congress mandated that the with­drawal of public lands for use as Indian res­ervations could only be made by an act of Congress (43 USC 150, 41 Stat 34) Con­gress in 1927 declared that no changes could be made in the boundaries of Executive Order reservations for the use of Indians except by an act of Congress (25 U S C 396d. 44 Stat 1347) The 1927 act is applicable to Alaska (70 I D 165 (1953)i After tne 1927 act. Presi­dent Herbert Hoover issued Executive Order 5207 which revoked approximately 50 000 acres of land from the Nonon Bay Reservation for use of homesteading by ex-servicemen of World War I No ex-servicemen apolied for any land within the old Norton Boy Reserva­tion

When I brought this issue before the 102d Congress, the Secretary of Interior agreed that Elim was entitled to the 50000 acres. See April 21 1992 letter from oeputy Assistant Secretary for Land and Minerals Management to Chairman M iller. The administration is ig­noring the fact that only Congress can revoke reservation lands Therefore, it is my lawful belief that Elim Native Corp is entitled to the 50 000 acres and that the administration should disregard Executive Order 5207 issued by President Hoover and restore the 50.000- acre Elim entitlement 
U S  DLPARTMENT OF T i ll INTERIOR.

O l I ICE OF T i lt  SECETARY.
Ita(liinfitot) t)C Ajiii171 I'JUl 

l i o n  (.".rorge M i lle r
l IhiiiitL'iii Committee tin Interior anti Insular Allans. House ol Re/itesent.'iInes. Washing- hltl UC

D l  \l> M r C h a i rm a n  I In s  re sp ond s  t o  y ou t 
re q u e s t fo r th e  D e p a rtm e n t <4 th e  In t e r io r 's  
t t lte  D e p a r tm e n t s v iew s on  r ig h t  p to p o s rt l 
.-in tendm ents t o  It R  315" th e  A la s k a  l and  
S t a t u s  le d im c n l C o l le c t io n s  Act o l 1991, a 
lu l l  w h ich  w ou ld  am end  th e  A la s k a  N a t iv e  
C la im s  S e tt le n ie n t A r t  (A M S -A i 

O n F e h ru a rv  2 t 19!»I tlu* D e p a rtm en t s ide 
m u t e d  w in  te n  re s t im onv o n  H R 3137 a s m  
n o d u ie d  T h e  is su es  ra ised  in  o u r te s t im o n y  
s t i l l  a ie  o f  c o n c e t t i t o  th e  D e p a rtm e n t I In s  
le t t e r  se ts  fo r t h  o n ls  th e  D e p a rtm e n t s c o n ­
c e n ts  w ith  t lte  e ig h t p roposed  am endm en ts  
T h e  p rop o sed  am en d m en ts  w i l l tie d iscussed  
in  th e  sam e  o rd e r  and  have  been g iv en  th e  
sam e  h ead in g s  as  th o s e  su b m it te d  w ith  ynu t 
le t t e r  re q u e s t in g  o u r  v iew s 
r - :M irtc  w in s  o r  l  x \ p  t l a n s f e r s  t o  t asvvi i l  

V -P  MONTANA CHEEK 
11n s  p to p u s rd  am endm en t in v o lv e s  th e  

L o o k  In le t  R e g io n  In , i l I R P  and  th e  
C a sw e ll ;m d M o n ta n a  C ie e k  N a t iv e  Catn ips 
a l t  n l w hom  r im  n  d in to  a set t (em en t a g re e ­
m en t m  l"K3 P u is u a n l to  tlu* s e t t lem e n t 
u lR I  i o liv e s e d  ap |' i e \ im a n T . 11 fOO a r o  s to  
e a ch  g ta u p  w ith  th e  u ii i le is t a n  tm g th a t  the 
i o i ls e v a l l i  es s a t t s l le d  th e n  e n t i t le m e n ts  
u n d e r s e c t io n  1 . to ,1 W v S \  t h e  D e p a rt -  
m> nt w as n e t a p .o tv  to  t ie  sM tlem e n t 
a z ie cm e m  The p inpnvi- id  tin - p tnposed  
.m u ii iliu e fit is t t a t i lv  th e  M .u is te is  and  sa t- 
is tv  th e  D e p a t tm u i t  s \ S C S A  la n d  t t .m s le r  
■ ■idMadinas in  tIn  i ,v.i gi ups and  I I k l

I lie  nuts o \ ,u irt-s  to Lasw i-1! and  M ont ana 
C l i c k  Vvele m ad e  hv LTRJ Ite m  la n d s  te - 
c e iv r i l fr o n t  the S t a le  o f  M ask .I u n ile i 1‘ a tn  
g ta p h  I I a n d  \ p p n i d j \  u P a l l  I A 
ik a s liw itn . i  Pont; o l tin- ' le tm s  an d  C ond i 
l i o n s  lo i L a n d  C o n s u ltd a t io n  and  M anage ­
m en t in  th e  C o o k  l l i l e l  A tea  I I at  d ie d  tw Sei 
I l l ' l l  IJ lt ii id  tile Act o f J .m u .iiv  if. tliffi. lit 
U S  C 1611 n 

C tin vev .trice s  ( l o i n  Appendix si ate d eb ited  
h u m  C I R t s  e n t i t le m e n t  u n ib i S e c t io n  l . ' id

E2221
of the AN'CSA The lerttis and Conditions 
ptosided for methods of satisfying entitle­
ments that ate somewhat different from tlte 
normal procedures t c . ordtnattlv the Unit­
ed States comevs land direct Is' to groups 
but bv virtue of special legislation affecting 
CIRt. land is conveyed to the regional cor 
poration arid it then teconvevs to village 
corporations and groups In older to avoid a 
double charge fot the Caswell Montana Cteek 
group entitlements we recommend the fol 
lowing language bv adding at the end id tie 
proposed amendment Tlte ratification of 
the conveyances made hy CIRI tit this set- 
tion shall not be a basis fur oi generate a 
claim bv CIRt oi either of the gtoups named 
lieiem lot additional conveyances of land ot 
tnories nr nnv other thing of value against 
either the State of Alaska pi the United 
States."

rLINI NATIV I CnKPfjRATIOS LAND LOSArVANCt
L'ntlei this proposed amendment 311 ililfi 

actes of land would be withdrawn subject tr. 
valid existing tights for selection bv th»- 
Elim Native Corpoiation These lands wete 
excluded m 1929 In Executive Order from the 
original Elun reserve Elim was one of five 
native coipotations that elected to take 
lands set aside m t o s e iv r  for the benefit ot 
Natives instead of participating in the 
•ANCSA land selection process Pursuant to 
its election. Elim n -re iv e d  patent to 297,'J>82 
actes tut Septcthbei it 1979 the lands tlt.it 
iveii* included m the I.tun te s e tv c  on the 
date n( entitlement under the ANCSA Flint 
did not appeal the decision to ennvrv and ac­
cepted the patent

We suggest that proposed .'intendment tie 
authority fur convi vanci- n t  additional aite 
age in some existing entitlement Mnteuser 
the prnpi.srd amendment ptevents a problem 
in that about II ltd actes of the destnhrd 
lands ptoposed fot conveyance to Elim have 
hei n \alidls selected bv the Native s illage ol 
Kovuk Dus would leave utils 38 300 actes fot 
Elutl instead of the jti plto thes destte It the 
proposed amendment is included in II K 31)1 
it should uifluile dear Cimgtessnm.il intent 
and go nl.itu e as to which eld its will tei rise 
the II 110 at res and a ptnv iso that the enn 
vevance is m lu ll sntisl.u non nl 1 Inn s enti­
tlement umlei Sertiun I'hlil nl the ANLSA

I he Oftu e of Management and budget has 
advised ili.it there ts no obterllOtl tn the 
present.diem of this lep.nt Itom the stand 
pnmt ul the Adimiuvtraiton's ptogtam 

SmcefeK
RICHaRO Rntf) v\Dejiun Assistant foitrt.itt I .mil .inti Minerals Management
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S i t n a s u a k  
N a t i v e  C o r p o r a t i o n

Post Office Bex 905 » Momo. Alaska 99762 (907) 443-2632 • Fax; (907) 443-3063
F e b ru a ry  24/ 1998

C ongressm an Don Young 
U .S . R e so u rc e  C om m ittee 
2111 R ayburn  HOB 
W ash in g to n , D .C . 20515

H o n o ra b le  Don Young,
RE: H .R . 2924

S i tn a s u a k  N a t iv e  C o rp o ra t io n  i s  t h e  ANCSA v i l l a g e  
c o r p o r a t io n  in  Nome, A la s k a . We h av e  a lm o s t 2 ,5 0 0  s h a r e h o l d e r s .  
T h ere  a r e  o n ly  SO n a t i v e  a l l o t m e n t s  w i th in  o u r  w ith d ra w a l a r e a .  
W e've w a tch e d  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  y o u r l e g i s l a t i o n  w hich  p r o v id e s  
an  av en u e  f o r  v e te r a n s  to  a p p ly  f o r  n a t i v e  a l l o t m e n t s .  We 
s u p p o r t  t h e  c o n c e p t .  We have some com m ents, a s  f o l lo w s :

P age  2, S e c t io n  42 . ( a ) .  (1) I t  s h o u ld  be  w r i t t e n  t h a t  t h e
e l i g i b l e  v e te r a n s  s h o u ld  b e  a b le  t o  a p p ly  f o r  f o u r  40 a c r e  
p a r c e l s  o r  t h e  e q u iv a le n t  o f  n o t  m ore th a n  ISO a c r e s .  I f  
l e g i s l a t i o n  go es th ro u g h  a s  w r i t t e n  th e  D ep artm en t o f  I n t e r i o r  
may s a y  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  i s  e l i g i b l e  f o r  an  a l lo tm e n t  c f  n o t  more 
th a n  160 a c r e s ,  and  n o t  a l lo w  th e  v e te r a n  to  a p p ly  f o r  s e p a r a t e  
p a r c e l s ,  i t  w ould be c o n t r a r y  t o  th e  p u rp o se  o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .

P ace  2 (a) (2) T h is  s e c t i o n  s h o u ld  be  expanded  t o  in c lu d e  
a l l  l a n d s  i n  A la sk a , w hich w ould a l lo w  s e l e c t i o n  o f  any  la n d  
in c lu d in g  f e d e r a l ,  S t a t e  o f  A la sk a  o r  ANCSA la n d s .  A c l a u s e  
s h o u ld  be  w r i t t e n  t o  a l lo w  th e  ANCSA c o r p o r a t io n s  to  hav e  th e  
r i g h t  t o  ap p ro v e  o r  deny  th e  r e l in q u is h m e n t  o f  ANCSA c o r p o r a t io n  
la n d  w h e th e r  i t  be  t h e  s u r f a c e  o r  s u b - s u r f a c e  e s t a t e .  The ANCSA 
c o r p o r a t io n s  s h o u ld  a l s o  have  th e  r i g h t  t o  r e - s e l e c t  o t h e r  la n d  
w i th in  o u r  o r i g i n a l  A.NCSA w ith d ra w a l a r e a s .  BLM h as  a  p r o c e s s  to  
a l lo w  r e l in q u is h m e n t  w ith  ANCSA. c o r p o r a t io n ,  we have  a g re e d  w ith  
BLM and  a p p ro v e d  r e l in q u is h m e n t  to  m eet n e ed s  o f  n a t i v e  
a l l o t m e n t s .  T h is  w ould  r e q u i r e  th e  f e d e r a l  and  s t a t e  go v ern m en t 
t o  come t o  a g re em e n t on r e l in q u is h m e n t  to o .  R e c e n tly  t h e  S t a t e  
o f  A la sk a  r e l i n q u i s h e d  la n d  to  BLM w hich  BLM w i l l  now convey  t o  
B e r in g  S t r a i t s  N a t iv e  C o r p o r a t io n .  T h is  would t r u l y  r e q u i r e  th e  
S t a t e  o f  A la sk a  t o  acknow ledge  th e  A la sk a  N a tiv e s  s e r v i c e  t o  th e  
n a t i o n .  I f  a l l  f e d e r a l  la n d s  a r e  open , what a b o u t th e  D epartm en t 
o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  F o r e s t  S e rv ic e  la n d s ?

Page 2 (a) (3) R e g a rd in g  th e  D ep artm en t o f  I n t e r i o r  r u l e
m aking p r o c e s s ,  th e  A la sk a  N a t iv e  com m unity n eed s  i n p u t  in  th e
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r u l e  m aking  to  g u a r a n te e  t h a t  t h e  r u l e s  m eet th e  i n t e n t  o f  
l e g i s l a t i o n .

P age  2, (b) (2) We a g re e  t h a t  h e i r s  o f  th e  d e c e a s e d
i n d i v i d u a l s  s h o u ld  h av e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  a p p ly .

P ag e  2, (c) We do n o t  b e l i e v e  t h e  D ep artm en t o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r
w ould b e  a b le  t o  c o m p le te  la n d  c o n v e y a n c e s  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h i s  
l e g i s l a t i o n  w i th in  one  y e a r .  I t  t a k e s  t im e  t o  work o u t  
c o n v e y a n c e s  and  BLM w ould n e ed  a d d i t i o n a l  s t a f f  and  fu n d s  t o  
c a r r y  o u t  t h i s  s p e c i a l  p ro g ram , e s p e c i a l l y  i f  th e y  n e e d  t o  work 
w ith  o t h e r  la n d  m anag ing  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  A f i v e  y e a r  p e r i o d  i s  
p ro b a b ly  m ore r e a l i s t i c .  C o n g re ss  i n  1992 p a s s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  to  
amend ANCSA w hich  a llo w e d  18 n a t i v e  a l l o t m e n t s  e a s t  o f  Nome a t  
F o r t  D a v is , i t  to o k  u n t i l  1997 f o r  co n v ey an ce  o f  th e  la n d  to  th e  
p e o p le .

We a r e  g la d  t o  s e e  t h e  V ie tnam  e r a  d e f in e d  by y o u r  
l e g i s l a t i o n ,  a s  A u g u st 5, 1964 t o  May 7, 1975. The D ep artm en t o f  
th e  I n t e r i o r ,  B u reau  o f  I n d ia n  A f f a i r s  b ro k e  o u t th e  t im e  p e r io d  
o f  1970 th ro u g h  1971 and  i d e n t i f i e d  o n ly  se v en  v e te r a n s  e n r o l l e d  
t o  S i tn a s u a k  who s e r v e d  d u r in g  t h e s e  tw o y e a r .  W ith  t h e  e r a  
d e f in e d  a s  1964 -  1975 BIA i d e n t i f i e d  68 v e te r a n s  e n r o l l e d  t o  
S i tn a s u a k .  Kawerak su rv e y e d  th e  p e o p le  i n  t h i s  r e g io n  in  t h e  raid 
1 9 9 0 's .  The s u rv e y  l i s t e d  tw e n ty - f o u r  v e t e r a n s  who s p e c i f i c a l l y  
i d e n t i f i e d  la n d  in  t h e  S i tn a s u a k  a r e a  a s  t h e i r  n a t i v e  a l lo tm e n t  
s e l e c t i o n .

We w ro te  t o  a l l  th e  e t h e r  r e g i o n a l  n o n - p r o f i t  c o r p o r a t io n s  
a s k in g  i f  th e y  had  l i s t s  o f  v e te r a n s  who may have i d e n t i f i e d  
la n d s  i n  t h e  None a r e a .  The m a jo r i t y  o f  t h e  r e g io n s  j u s t  l i s t e d  
names and  th e  t im e  o f  s e r v i c e ,  n o t  t a k i n g  down in fo rm a t io n  on 
w here t h e  v e te r a n  w ould s e l e c t  la n d ,  t h e r e f o r e  we b e l i e v e  t h e r e  
i s  p r o b a b ly  a  l a r g e  num ber o f  p e o p le  who w ould s e l e c t  la n d  w i th in  
o u r w ith d ra w a l a r e a .  T h ere  a r e  76 one m ile  s e c t i o n s  w hich  we 
a p p l i e d  f o r  w hich  c o u ld  be a v a i l a b l e  f o r  r e - s e l e c t i c n . T h is  i s  
vhy  we s u p p o r t  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  be open t o  a l l  l a n d .

Thank you f o r  y o u r  w ork on t h i s  v e ry  im p o r ta n t  l e g i s l a t i o n .

R e s p e c t f u l l y ,

Robert L. Fagerstrorr. 
P residen t

ia /IA /P -L F
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DILLINGHAM. ALASKA 99576

PHONE (907) 842-5Z57 o j  'tQCP

BRISTOL BAY NATIVE ASSOCIATION :

February 19, 1998

The Honorable Donald E. Young 
Chairman. U.S. House Resources Committee 
House of Representatives 
2111 Rayburn House Office BIdg 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0201

The Honorable Frank Murkowski
Chaiman, U.S. Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee 
United States Senate 
706 Hart Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510-0202

The Honorable Ted Stevens
Chairman. U.S. Senate Appropriations Committee
United States Senate
522 Hart Building
Washington. D.C. 20510-0201

Re: H.R. 2924 To amend the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act to provide for selection of 
lands by certain veterans cf the Vietnam Era and by the Elim Native 
Corporation.

Dear Sir:

Speaking for cur Vietnam ’veterans, the Bristol Bay Native Association strongly 
5uDwOits H.R. 2924. the Bill that will allow Alaska Vietnam Em Veterans the opportunity to 
file for a Native Allotment.

The Alaska Native Allotment Act cf 1906 gave the Alaska Natives, the right to select 
up to 160 acres of land, as their Native Allotment. The Bureau of Indian Affairs. RmaJ Cap 
and other organizations assisted a large number of .Alaska Natives throughout Alaska, to file 
for a Native Allotment jus: prior to December 18. 1971. That was when the .Allotment Act 
was repealed.

Still. many Alaska N atives d.d no; Know about then opportunity to file lor a Native 
Allotment, until i; was too late. This was the case for Veterans serving their country in 
Vietnam. They were focused or. daily activities far different then those in America. Unsung 
heros, who paid the uiv.nate price for their country sliould have the same opportunity if not 
more, to file for a Nat.ve Allotment.
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The Veterans who were discharged before December 18, 1971 were trying return to a 
normal life. How do you return to a normal life after fighting for your own life? Was there 
any counseling for the Post Traumatic Stress Syndrome our Veterans suffered from? These 
Veterans also need the same opportunity to file for a Native Allotment.

Precedents are found in the publication of Title 43 USCS, (United States Code 
Service) sections 278 and 279. I have enclosed a copy o f both sections for your convenience. 
As stated in Title 43 USCS section 279, “ Any person who has served in the military' or 
naval forces of the United States for a period of at least ninety days at any time on or 
after September 16,1940, and prior to the termination o f the Korean conflict as 
determined by Presidential proclamation or concurrent resolution o f the Congress, and 
is honorably discharged from the military or naval forces and who makes homestead 
entry subsequent to such discharge shall have the period o f such service, not exceeding 
two years, construed to be equivalent to residence and cultivation upon the land fo r the 
same length of time.7’ We are requesting similar language be implemented for our Veterans.

Also, the one year period for accepting Native allotment applications as described in 
Section 41. (a) of H.R. 2924 is not enough time. Therefore, due to logistical constraints, we 
are respectfully requesting that you extend this time from 12 months to 24 months.

Again, the Bristol Bay Native Association strongly supports H:.R. 2924. the Bill that 
will allow Alaska Vietnam Era Veterans, the opportunity to apply for a Native allotment.
This is a grod Bill. Thank you for this opportunity to comment

l c r r v  t t o e r i e n e

Chief Executive Officer
Bristol Bay Native Association

th/pejr

cc: Reading file
Bristol Bay Area Veterans 
Bristol Bay Village Corporations
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in A ct O ct. 21, 1976, shall be construed  sts term inating  any valid lease, 
perm it, paten t, right-of-w ay, o r o th e r  land  use righ t or au thorization  
existing on O ct. 21 , 1976.

§ 277. Entry by agent
[C a u t io n :  f o r  p a r t i a l  r e p e a l,  s e e  O t h e r  p r o v i s i o n s  n o t e j
Every soldier, sailor, marine, officer, or ether person coming within the 
provisions of section twenty-three hundred and four [43 USCS § 271], may, 
as well by an agent as in person, enter upon such homestead by filing a 
declaratory statement, as in pre-emption cases; but such claimant in person 
shall within the time prescribed make his actual entry, commence settle­
ments and improvements on the same, and thereafter fulfill all the require­
ments of law.
(R. S. § 2309.)

H IS T O R Y ; A N C ILL A R Y  L A W S  A N D  D IR E C T IV E S  

E xp lanato ry  notes:
R . S. §21 0 9  w as derived from  A ct Ju n e  8, 1872, ch 338. § 5. 17 Stat.
334.

Other provisions:
P a r tia l repeal. A ct Oct. 21. 1976. P. L. 94-579, T itle  V ll, §702, 90 
S tat. 2787, p rov ided  th a t this section is repealed effective on and a lte r  
the date  o f app roval o f  this Act (approved O ct. 21, 1976). except the 
cflcciivc d a te  sha ll be on and after the  tenth  anniversary o f the date of 
approval o f  this A ct insofar as this section applies to  public lands in 
Alaska.

Savings provisions. A ct O ct. 21, 1976, P. L. 94-579, T itle Vll, § 701(a).
90 S lat. 2786, located  at 43 USCS § 1701 note, provided that nothing 
in A ct O ct. 21. 1976. shall be r w s tru e d  as term inating  any valid lease, 
perm it, patent, right-of-w ay, ot e<her land use righ t o r au thorira tion  
existing on O ct. 21, 1976.

§ 278. Right of widow of veteran to mahe entry; rights of children 
on her death
[C a u t io n :  f o r  p a r t i a l  r e p e a l,  s e e  O t h e r  p r o v i s i o n s  n o t e ]
In the case of the death of any person who would be entitled to a 
homestead under the provisions of sections 271 and 272 of this title [43 
USCS §§ 271, 272], his widcw, if unmarried and otherwise qualified, may 
make entry of public lands under the provisions of the homestead laws of 
the United States and shall be entitled to all the benefits enumerated in 
said sections subject to the provisions and requirements as to settlement, 
residence, and improvement therein contained: Provided, That in the event 
of the death of such home 1 entrywoman prior to perfection of title, 
leaving only a minor child .  .ldrcn, patent shall issue to the said minor
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child or children upon proof of death, and of the minority of the child or 
children, without further showing or compliance with law.
(R. S. § 2307; Feb. 25, 1919, ch 37, 40 Stat. 1161; Sept. 21, 1922, ch 357, 
42 Stat. 990.)

H IS T O R Y ; .ANCILLARY L A W S A N D  D IR E C T IV E S  

E xp lanato ry  v o te s
R. S. $ 2 307  was derived from  A ct Ju n e  8, 1372, ch  338, § 3 ,  17 Stat.
333.
T h ij section is sta ted  in the language of the a.^.aers of the U nited 
States Code.
R . S. § 2307, related to  the entry  en titlem en t o f  w idow s an d  m inor 
ch ild ren  o f  soldiers entitled to  en try  u n d e r R . S. § 2304, 43 USCS 
§ 271. A ct Aug. 25, 1919, ch 37, 40 S tat. 1161, ex tended  th e  provisions 
o f  R . S. § 2304 to soldiers in the M exican b o rd e r  opera tions and  W orld  
W ar I. A ct Sept. 21, 1922, ch 357, 42  S ta t, 990, m ade th is section 
applicable to  the widows and m inors o f  so ld iers en titled  to en trv  under 
43 USCS § 272.

O th e r  provisions:
P a r tia l repeaL A ct Oct. 21, 1976. P. L. 94-579, T itle  V II . $ 7 0 2 , 90 
S tat. 2787, provided that this section is repealed  effective on  and  after 
the  d a te  o f  approval o f this A ct (approved  O ct. 21 , 1976), except the 
effective date  shall be cn  and after the te n th  ann iversary  o f  th e  d a te  o f  
approval o f  this Act insofar as this section  applies to  public lands in 
A laska.

Savings provisions. Act Oct. 21. 1976, P. L . 94-579, T itle  V II, § 701(a),
90 Stat. 2786, located at 43 USCS § 1701 no te , p rovided  th a t nothing 
in  A ct O c t  21, 1976, shall be construed  as te rm in a tin g  any valid lease, 
perm it, patent, right-of-way, o r  o ther tand use rig h t o r  au thorization  
existing on Oct. 21, 1976.

§ 279. Preference right of entry of World War H or Korean 
conflict veterans
[ C a u t i o n :  f o r  p a r t i a l  re p e a l, sec  O t h e r  p r o v i s i o n s  n o t e ]
Any person who has served to the military or naval forces of the United 
States for a period of at least ninety dayc at any time on or after 
September 16, 1940, and prior to the termination of Ibe Korean conflict as 
determined by Presidential proclamation or concurrent resolution of the 
Congress, and is honorably discharged from the military or naval forces 
and who makes homestead entry subsequent tc such discharge shall have 
the period of such service, not exceeding two years, construed to be 
equivalent to residence and cultivation upon the land for the same length 
of time. Credit shall be allowed for two years’ service to any person who 
has served in the military or naval forces of the United States during the 
above period (I) if such person is disclaimed on account of wounds 
received or disability incurred dunng the above period in the line of duty,
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or (2) if such person is regularly discharged and subsequently is furnished 
hospitalization or is awarded compensation by the Government on account 
of such wounds or disability. When the homestead entry is made by a 
husband or wife whose spouse is entitled to any service credit under this 
section, such credit shall, with the consent of the spouse entitled thereto, 
be available to the husband or wife making the entry, in addition to aav 
service credit to which he or she individually may be eatitied under this 
section. No patent shall issue to any such person who has not resided upon 
his homestead and otherwise complied with the provisions of the home­
stead laws for a period of at least one year: Provided, That such compli­
ance shall include bona fide cultivation of at least one-eighth of the area 
entered under the homestead laws: Provided further, That no person who 
has served in the military or naval forces of the United States for a period 
of at least ninety days at any time on or after September 16, 1940, and 
prior to the termination of the Korean conflict as determined by Presiden­
tial proclamation or concurrent resolution of the Congress, and is honor­
ably discharged shall be disqualified from making homestead entry or from 
any other benefits of this Act [43 USCS §§ 279-284] merely by reason of 
not having reached the age of twenty-one years.
(Sept. 27, 1944, ch 421, § 1. 58 Stat. 747; June 25, 1946, ch 474, 60 Stat. 
308; May 31. 1947, ch 88, § 1, 61 Stat. 123; June 18, 1954, ch 306, § 1(a),
(b). 68 Stat. 253.)

H IS T O R Y ; A N C IL L A R Y  L A W S A N D  D IR E C T IV E S  

Amendments:
1946. A ct June 25, 3946, added rhe proviso w hich elim inated ar.y age 
qualifications.

1947. A ct May 33, 1947. substitu ted  new section for ooc which read:
"A ny  person who has served o r  m ay serve in  the m ilitary o r naval 
forces o f  the U nited States fo r a  period o f  a t least ninety days during 
W orld W ar II, and is honorab ly  discharged, and  w ho makes homestead 
entry  subsequent to  such discharge, shall have th e  period o f his 
m ilitary o r  naval service, not exceeding tw o years, construed to be 
equivalent to  residence and  cu ltivation  upon the  land for the same 
length of lim e. C redit shall be allowed for tw o years’ m ilitary o r naval 
service (1) if  such person is discharged on  accoun t o f  w ounds received 
o r  disability incurred  in the line o f duty , o r  (2) if  sucb person is 
reguli iy  discharged and  subsequently is furn ished  haspitallzarion o r is 
aw arded com pensation by the  G overnm ent on  account o f such wounds 
o r disability. No paten t shall issue to  any such  person who has not 
resided upon his hom estead and  otherw ise com plied w ith the provisions 
o f  the hom estead laws far a period o f  a t  least one year. Provided, That 
no person w ho has served o r  may stave in th e  m ilitary  or naval forces 
o f  the U nited Stales for a period o f a t least ninety  days during W orld 
W ar II an d  is honorably  discharged shall be disqualified from m aking 
hom estead entry o r  from  any o ther benefits o f  th is A ct merely by 
reason of not having reached the age o f  tw enty-one years.".
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