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Sponsor Statement HB-26

I have introduced HB-26 (HB-313 last session), because die need to provide our wildlife specialists with tire
proper management tools is extremely important, especially in areas identified as needing intensive
management. Inlight of Ballot Initiative tts being approved, it is even more important we pass HB-26.
Without sufficient latitude, it is difficult for the Department of Fish and Game and Board of Game to meet
die requirements o f sustained yield management un Jcr Article VIII of our State Constitution..

To maintain a hcaldiy population of moose, caribou, and sheep for bodi human and natural (secondary)
harvest die Department and Board of Game have few choices once hunting has been reduced or eliminated.
One of die only practical remaining options to further decrease mortality o f ungulates is a reduction in
natural predation. To assist die Department in meeting their sustained yield goals, HB-26 provides increased

incentives for nonresident hunters who consider die purchase ofa big game tag to harvest wolves.

These hunters are generally under the supervision of a professional guide which requires a more closely
monitored entry into die field. This, together with more stringent reporting requirements of animals bodi
taken and shipped, gives die Department a very well controlled tool in attaining die scientifically established

population goals for a given area.

It should be noted, that of die some 10,000 nonresident who typically hunt in Alaska annually, less than 3%
purchase lags for harvesting a wolf. "Hie main reason for low tag sales is die opportunity to harvest a wolfis
remote at best. Consequently, most hunters arc unwilling to pay a large sum of money with such poor odds.
By establishing a more reasonable price on tags, the Department should see a significant rise in sales which
will in turn put more dollars into the Fish and Game Fund while also increasing the incidental take of wolves.

Insummary, HB-26 will provide a wider latitude for die Board of Game in making adjustments to meet the

needs of bodi human and secondary utilization of our important ungulate resources while increasing die

revenues for belter management. 1urge your support for this modification as provider! in 11B-26.

Thank you.
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SECTION by SECTION ANALYSIS

Section 1. AS 16.05.340 (a) (15) amended (J)

(J) Reduces the big game wolftag fee for nonresident hunters from S175.00 to $30.00.

Adds language to eliminate the wolftag requirement for nonresident hunters in units the

Board of Game have identif.ed as needing intensive management.

Section 2. AS 16.05.340 (a)(21) amended (K)

(K) Reduces the big game wolf tag fee for nonresident aliens hunters from $250.00
to $50.00.

Adds language to eliminate the wolftag requirement for nonresident alien hunters in units

the Board of Game has identified as needing intensive management.

Section 3.

Establishes January 1, 1998 as the effective date of the Act.
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Reduced fees may be an incentive for more nonresidents and nonresident aliens, who come to Alaska to
hunt other big game species, to purchase big game tags for wolves. Sales estimates are based on the
following assumptions: g]. average annual nonresident and alien licensees will remain constant at 8,050

and 310, respectively: (

) 53% of nonresidnet/alien hunters who indicated an unwillingness to pay any more

for their hunts* will not purchase wolf tags; (3) of the remainder. 30% of hunters who oppose wolf control*
will not purchase wolf tags; (4) of the remainder. 50% of hunters who do not already purchaso wolf tags, will
purchase wolf tags (assumption #4 is speculative). Using these assumptions, the number of
nonresident/alien wolf tags sold annually will increase from the present 215/30 to 1500/75

from: D.W. McColtum and S.M. witier, 1994, AlasKfLYfilflr5"Alashatuntgre>and”laska-P.onresidpnt hunters:

their wildlife related trip characteristics and ecQnomics-andihPiLCtiaiaclBrislics_and attitudes toward wildlife.
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8 16.05.255 Fish and Game >
(e) The Board of Game shall adopt regulations to provide for intensive management
programs to restore the abundance or productivity of identified big game prey popula-
tions as necessary to achieve human consumptive use goals of the board in an area where
the board has determined that

(1) consumptive use of the big game prey population is a preferred use;

(2) depletion ofthe big game prey population or reduction of the productivity ofthe big
game prey population has occurred and may result in a significant reduction in the
allowable human harvest of the population; and

(3) enhancement of abundance or productivity of the big game prey population is
feasibly achievable utilizing recognized and prudent active management techniques.

(0 The Board of Game may not significantly reduce the taking ofan identified big game
prey population by adopting regulations relating to restrictions on harvest or access to
the population, or to management of the population by customary adjustments in
seasons, bag limits, open and closed areas, methods and means, or by other customary
means authorized under (a) of this section, unless the board has adopted regulations, or
has scheduled for adoption at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the board
regulations, that provide for intensive management to increase the take ofthe population
for human harvest consistent with (e) ofthis section. This subsection does not apply ifthe
board

(1) determines that intensive management would be

(A) ineffective, based on scientific information;

(B) inappropriate due to land ownership patterns; or

(C) against the best interest of subsistence uses; or

(2) declares that a biological emergency exists and takes immediate action to protect
or maintain the big game prey population in conjunction with the scheduling for adoption
of those regulations that are necessary to implement (e) of this section.

(9) In this section,

(1) “identified big game prey population” means a population of ungulates that is
identified by the Board of Game and that is important for providing high levels of harvest
for human consumptive use;

(2) “intensive management” means management of an identified big game prey
population to enhance, extend, and develop the population to maintain high levels or
provide for higher levels of human harvest, including control of predation and prescribed
or planned use of fire and other habitat improvement techniques. (8 3 ch 206 SLA 1975;
am § 5,h 151 SLA 1978; am 8§ 10, 11 ch 132 SLA 1984; am 8§ 4, 5, 12 ch 52 SLA 1986;
am 8 1ch 6 SLA 1989; am 8§ 2 ch 13 SLA 1994; am § 2 ch 54 SLA 1996)

Cross references. — For restriction on maximum  as implemented by the Department of Fish and Game.
area or land that may be dosed to multiple uses  August 29, 1979 tp.AIt Gen. _
without an act of the state legislature, see AS or discussion of compatibility of state subsistence-
38.05.300(a?._ o _ _ use law with federal standards as set forth in Alaska
For legislative findings in connection with the en-  National Interest Lands Conservation Act (16 U.S.C.
actment of ()-(g) of this section, see § 1 ch. 13, SLA  § 3115 et 6eq.), see 1981 Op. Atty Gen, No. 1L
19-1 in the TYmporary and Special Acts. The Board of Gome has general authority to requ-
Effect ofamendments. — The 1989 amendment, late the live capture and 8ossessmn of game’under AS
effective June 11,1989, added the provision beginning 16.05.255(%58. Agr. 2, 1987 Op. Atty Gen,
“mcludmg requlations” nt the end_ofparagra{)h (Txgﬁ Under "16.05.255(aX5), (uX®, and (d) and AS
1, 1994,  16.05.258, the board’s authotity to regulate uses ofelk

The 1994 amendment, effective July
added subsections (e)—(?). _ in the wild is not diminished under ch. 88, SLA 1987.
_ The 199Gamendment, effective September 4, 1996, ~ That net docs not alter the broad statutory definitions
in subsection (a), inserted “taking," in paragraph. g’of), of “‘game" or "domestic mammals” in AS "16,05 940(8
added paragraph (11), and made minor stylistic  and 517), respectively, which define the scope of the
change*. ) hoard’s authorities under AS 16 05.255. Jon. 18, 1988

Opinions of attorney general. — Neither the  Op. Atty Gen. .
Hoard of Game northe Department of Fish and Gumo ~AS 1(3.05.255(8) does not presently authorize the
hasdunsdmnon over domestic animals. August 39, Board of Game fo enter into cooperative agreements.
1979 Op. Atty Gen. . . Mar. 14, 1988 OE. Atty Gen. ,

Permitting authority over live game, that is,  The Board of Game is tho proper entity to regulate
nondomestic animals, rests with the Board of Game  the possession and propagation of gnmo irds as pets.
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