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F I S C A L  N O T E
STATE OF ALASKA 
1998 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
Revision Date: __________________
Title:

No: 1
B ill Version: CSHB 182 (RES)
(H) Publish Date: 2 / 1 6 / 9 8

An Act Relating to the qualifications
Dept Affected: Natural Resources 
BRU: Resource Development

of the State Forester Component: Forest Mgmt & Development
Sponsor:
Requestor

Representative Williams
House Finance

Expenditures/Revenues

Component Sorial No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)

#435

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY99 FY00 FY01 FY02 FY03 FY04
PEKSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0.0 0.0| 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CHANGE IN REVENUES (fund cod.) o o o o 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1U02 heaeral Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type)
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY98) cost: $ none

POSITIONS
FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
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FROM: Brett Huber

DATE: March 11,1998

SUBJECT: HB 182

Following is a synopsis of the Resource committee action on HB 182:

amendment #1 Page 1, Line 11 Delete "a forestry-related 
program" and Insert "forest management"

amendment #2 Page 1, following line 13 Insert "or at least eight
years of professional work experience as a forester."

M E M O R A N D U M
TO : Senator R ick H a lfo rd

Following the two amendments the committee moved the SCS for HB 
182(RES) out with individual recommendations and accompanying fiscal 
note.
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Transportation, Chairman 

Resources 

Economic Development 

Rules

Alaska State Legislature During Session: 
State Capitol 

Juneau, AK 99801-1182 
(907) 465-3424 

Fax (907) *165-3791

Representative W illiam K. Williams

In Ketchikan:
50 Front Street, Suite 203 

Ketchikan, AK 99901 
(907) 247-4672 

Fax (907) 225-7157

2 /24 /98
S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t  

H o u s e  B i l l  1 8 2

“ A n  a c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  f o r e s t e r . ”

This bill would require the state forester (director o f  the Division o f  
Forestry) to have a bachelor’s or higher degree in a forestry-related program 
and have three years o f  field experience in forestry. It would also require the 
commissioner o f the Department o f  Natural Resources to solicit and 
consider the recommendations o f  the state Fire C h ie fs  Association or 
successor organization while reviewing the list o f candidates for the state 
forester position forwarded by the board o f  forestry.

A “forester” is a specialist in forestry. The state forester heads a division 
comprised o f mostly professional foresters and forestry technicians. I 
believe the division director should have a proper education in forestry and 
adequate field experience. Under the current statute there are neither 
forestry qualifications nor field experience required to head the state division  
o f  forestry. Considering the statutory defined responsibilities o f the division  
the lack o f required forestry qualifications and experience is alarming.

The state forester is charged with fire suppression on state land. In fact over 
half o f  the forester’s job is related to fire suppression. Because o f this fact it 
is logical that the Fire Chief’s Association should have some input in the 
selection process o f  the state forester. While the legislation does not bind the 
commissioner o f  Natural Resources to act on any particular recommendation 
it does allow the Chief’s to have input during the hiring process.

Hydcr • Ketchikan • Meyers Chuck • Saxin.ui 
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A l a s k a  F o r e s t  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  I n c

Janua ry 23, 1999

111 5TEDMAN SUITE 200 
KETCHIKAN. ALASKA 99901-6599 
Prof* 907-226-0114
FAX 9 0 7 - 2 2 5 - 5 9 2 0

The Honorab le B i l l  W illia m s 
House o f R e p re se n ta tiv e s 
S ta te  C a p ito l 
Juneau, AK 998<"

Dear R e p re se n ta tiv /e ^W ill iam s :

The A laska F o re s t A s so c ia tio n  w ishes to  be on re co rd in  su p p o rt o f 
House B i l l  182, "An A c t r e la t in g  to th e q u a l i f i c a t io n s  o f th e s ta te  
f o r e s t e r . "  The le g is la t io n  re q u ire s the d i r e c to r  o f the d iv is io n  o f 
f o r e s t r y  to  be a p ro fe s s io n a l fo r e s te r , a concep t which the AFA 
h e a r t i l y  en do rse s . The b i l l  a ls o g iv e s th e A la ska F ire  C h ie fs 
A s s o c ia t io n  a ro le  in  the process o f s e le c t in g  the s ta te  fo r e s te r . 
T h is is  im p o r ta n t to  th a t o rg a n iz a t io n , and AFA su p p o rts th e  f i r e  
c h ie f s ' p o s i t io n .

The D iv is io n  o f F o re s try  is  a p ro fe s s io n a l d iv is io n  o f s ta te  
government w ith  a s p e c i f ic  m iss io n in  the f i e l d  o f fo r e s t r y , i t  is  
p r i n c ip a l l y  s ta f f e d  w ith  p ro fe s s io n a l fo re s te r s  -  men and women 
t r a in e d  and w o rk in g in  the broad f i e l d  o f f o r e s t r y . As w ith  the 
u’SDA Fo res t S e rv ic e , i t s  focus can be a f fe c te d  by the e xp e rie n ce 
and t r a in in g  o f i t s  le a d e rs h ip . Ju s t as you would expec t th e head 
o f che s ta t e 's  revenue d iv is io n  to  be t r a in e d  and expe rie n ce d in  
a c c o u n tin g , i t  is  reasonab le to  expec t the s ta te  fo r u s te r to  be 
t r a in e d  ar.d e xp e rie n ce d in  fo r e s t r y .

AFA b e lie v e s  th a t tha focus o f the d iv is io n  shou ld be on fo r e s t r y  
and th a t i t  shou ld be managed by a q u a l i f ie d  and expe rie n ce d 
: - - ; ; : > : c r  whc is  h im s e lf a c rc fe s s ic r .a l fo r e s te r . I t  shou ld be r.c t^d 
t.-.at " f o r e s t r y "  as c e fir .e e  ana encompassed by c o lle g e  programs 
under the SAF c e r t i f i c a t i o n  procedures is  f a i r l y  b re ad . I t  in c lu d e s 
fo re s t econom ics, s i l v i c u l t u r e , tim be r management, fo r e s t h yd ro lo g y 
and a hos t o f o th e r s u b -d is c ip l in e s .

Thank you fo r in t ro d u c in g  th is  le g is la t io n . We urge i t s  speedy 
passage.

S in c e re ly ,

J a c k  P h e l p s  
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

SERVING ALASKA'S FOREST INDUSTRY



Alaska Society of American Foresters
9 7 2 3  T rappers L ane  

Juneau, A la sk a  9 9 801  
February 12, 1998

Cook Inlet Chapter
Dixon Entrance Chapter 
Juneau Chapter 
Sitka Chapter 
Stiklne Chapter 
Yukon River Chapter

R ep resen ta tiv e  B ill  W illia m s  

S ta te  C apital 
Juneau, A lask a  9 9 8 0 1

D ea r  R ep resen ta tiv e  W illiam s:

T h e  A la sk a  S o c ie ty  o f  A m erica n  F oresters b e liev es , co n sisten t w ith  th e  national S o c ie ty ’s  
p o s itio n  relative to  federal natural resou rce m an agem en t a g en c ie s , that A la sk a ’s s ta te  
reso u rce  m an agem en t a g e n c ie s  shou ld  be lead by p ro fe ss io n a ls  pertinent to  th e  a g e n c ie s ’ 
resp o n sib ilities .

A s  regards the D iv is io n  o f  F orestry, w c  b e lie v e  the S ta te ’s  best in terests in b e h a lf  o f  
p ro fess io n a l s c ie n tif ic  m an agem en t o f  th e  S ta te ’s  forest resou rces, are b est served  b y  a  
p ro fessio n a l forester. R eq u irem en ts for p rofession a l m em b ersh ip  in th e  S o c ie ty  o f  
A m erica n  F oresters (S A F ) sh ou ld  serve  as a w ork in g  d e fin itio n  for th is  p u rp ose . T h ey  
fo llo w :

a. M ust b e a graduate o f  an S A F  accred ited  forestry curriculum  or o f  a  can d id ate  
curricu lum  for accred ita tion  or,

b. be a recip ien t o f  a graduate degree  in forestry from  an institu tion  that has an 
S A F  accred ited  forestry  curriculum  or o n e  that is a can d id ate  for accred ita tion  or,

c. be a sc ien tist or practitioner w h o  holds a b a ch elo r 's  or h igher d eg ree  w ithin  the  
broad fie ld  o f  forestry  b ased  o n  a curriculum  that is neither S A F  accred ited  nor a 
can d id ate  for accred itation  and w h o  has three or m ore years o f  q u a lify in g  ex p e r ie n c e  
w ith in  th e  broad fie ld  o f  forestry.

T h e  ch aracteristics o f  natural resou rces are su ch  that their m o st e f fe c t iv e  m a n a g em en t  
sh ou ld  n o t be su b ject to  frequent leadersh ip  and p erson n el turnover and p o lic y  sh ifts  that 
p reclu d e continu ity .

W e support H o u se  B ill 182  to  the extent that it w ould  require a p ro fession a l forester  to  
fill the p ositio n  o f  D irector  o f  the D iv is io n  o f  Forestry, D epartm ent o f  N atural R eso u rces, 
a lso  ca lled  the S ta te F orester.



Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this important legislation. We are 
available to provide additional help in any way we can and to answer any questions you 
or members of the Committee may have.

S in cere ly ,

J f l S  John C. Mwrod, Chairman 
'  Alaska Society of American Foresters


