


S E N A T E  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E
State Capitol 

Juneau, AK 99801
Chairman: Senator Rick Halford 
Vice Chair: Senator Lyda Green 

Senator Loren Leman 
Senator Bert Sharp 

Senator Robin Taylor 
Senator John Torgerson 

Senator Georgianna Lincoln

A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

AGENDA
3:30 to 5:00 p.m 

Wednesday, April 8,1998

Confirmation Hearing - Governor's appointees to:

Board of Fisheries
Dr. John R. White - Bethel 
Russell S. Nelson - Dillingham

Board of Game
Eric Williamson - Anchorage 
Walter Sampson - Kotzebue

NEXT MEETING
Wednesday, April 15,1998

Official Business

ADJOURN



A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

S E N A T E  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M IT T E E

Official Business

A pril 8,1998

State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801

Chairman: Senator R ick Halford 
V ice  Chair: Senator Lyda Green 

Senator Loren Leman 
Senator Bert Sharp 

Senator Robin Taylor 
Senator John Torgerson 

Senator Gcorgianna L incoln

The H onorable Mike M iller 
P resident of the Senate 
State Capitol
Juneau, A laska 99801-1182 

Dear Mr. President,

In accordance w ith AS 39.08.080, the Senate Resources Com m ittee review ed the 
follow ing w ithTegard to confirm ation of the G overnor's appointm ent:

BOARD OF FISHERIES:
John R. W hite - Bethel

Senator Green

Respectfully,

Senator H alford,

Senator Leman

senator Taylor



RESUM E

DR. JOHN  R. WHITE
P.O. Box 190 

Bethel. AK 99559

Phone (907)543-3778 (work) 
Phone (907)543-2926 (home) 

Fax (907)543-5441

Present Employment:

Commercial Salmon Fisherman 
Kuskokwim area 
1974 to present

Owner, Bering Sea Dental Center 
P.O. Box .90~
Bethel, AK 99559

Experience for position:

Twenty-one year resident o f Alaska and Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta. Actively engaged in 
commercial, subsistence, and sport fish harvest for the same years. Bachelor’s degree in biology.

Present Board Director and President: Salmon Research Foundation.

Present member and chair: Alaska Board o f Fish.

Present member and chair: Kuskokwim River Salmon Management Working Group.

Past member: Lower Kuskokwim Advisory Committee.

Past member and chair: Western Alaska Salmon Coalition.

Past member: Governor Cowper’s Board o f  Fish Review Committee.

Past men.her and chair: Governor Cowper's Advisory Group on Ending High Seas Salmon 
Interception.

Past Board Director: Bering Sea Commercial Fisheries Development Foundation.
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O o r d o v a  D i s t r i c t  F i s h e r m e n  U n i t e d
Celebrating 63 Years of Service to Commercial Fishermen in Cordova, Alaska 

P . O . ‘X 039 Cordova, Alaska 99574 / Telephone (907) 424*3447 / Fax (907) 424-3430

April 8.1998

The Honorable Rick Halford 
Senate Resources Chairman 
State Capitol
Mail Stop 3101, Room 121
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 v'

Sent via facsimile to : (907) 465-4928
«

Dear Senator Halford; ..* 0 . *••
Cordova District Fishermen United (CDFU) would like to comment on the upcoming confirmation 
hearings for reappointment of Dr. John White to the AIaska*Board of Fisheries (BOF). CDFU 
requests Dr. White not be confirmed by the legislature to this seat for the reasons that follow:

Out of_ Cycle Determ inations

As chairman of the Board of Fisheries for the last year, Dr. White has accepted agenda change 
requests that did not fail into the guidelines set out for the BOF to follow. The Prince William 
Sound/Copper River District completed their board cycle in December of 1996. Since that time, the 
BOF allowed discussion of numerous agenda items which were relative to our district. CDFU, the 
Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G) and concerned resource users have had to travel 
extensively to track and testify on these issues. It is not in the best interest of anyone, budget 
constraints as they are, to be forced to respond to proposals out of cycle.

The Sustainable F isheries Project

The Sustainable Fisheries Project initiated by Dr. White was an enormous undertaking that was put 
on a fast track without sufficient thought and consideration. Changing the management of Alaskan 
fisheries by use of a simplistic point system is frankly, not good science. The lack of local 
knowledge contained in the project and the incomplete overview of the history of the salmon 
fisheries is unacceptable when creating this new management style.

Imbalance, o f  Boardtnembers

There is a clear Imbalance on the BOF. Only one boardmember has significant non-salmon 
commercial fishing experience. Another important element is the lack of a true statewide 
representation. One member is from Southeast Alaska with the remaining residing in the Kcnai 
Peninsula and north. No check and balance exists for impartial application of allocation.

Hatchery Production Levels

Dr. White took the BOF into the hatchery production level arena where there 13 already a 
mechanism in place to set levels yia the Regional Planning Team. There seems to be no bounds for 
the BOF under his leadership. Dr. White has no compunction about going beyond the scope and 
intent of the BOF.
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CD FU  Comments Re: D r. John  White B O F  Reappointment 
A p r il 8, 1998 
Page -2-

Thc BOF is huge commitment for anyone to make. We respect Dr. White for his eagerness to 
remain a board member. However, CDFU feels it is in the best interest of the appointment process 
to provide a fair balance.

Please give weight to the above comments when considering the confirmation of Dr. John White to 
the BOF. Thank you for this opportunity to comment.

Sincerely)
CORDOVA DISTRICT FISHERMEN UNITED *

Cheri Shaw, Executive Director
i

cc: United Fishermen of Alaska ... ., '•
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.. Exccahiv Dm'ctof 
Ben Ellis 

P.O. Box 1228 
SoWotrtn, AK 99669* 

Phone: (907) 262-85SS 
, '1*800-478-0724

Fax: (907) 262*S5&
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m
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Testimony to the 
Senate Resource Committee 

April 8,1998 
By Kenai River Sportfishing Association

The Board of Directors of the Kenai River Sportfishing Association 
supports the reappointment of Dr. John White, of Bethel, and the appointment of 
Russell Nelson, of Dillingham, to the Alaska Board ofFisheries.

As the chairman of the board, Dr. White is establishing the groundwork 
through the sustamable fisheries project to ensure Alaska’s salmon resources are 
managed in a manor that will provide sustainable salmon returns for generations 
10  come. Hi3 dedication to this process is unfaltering. It is a project that will 
benefit not only the resource but all users, whether they are subsistence, sport, 
personal use or commercial. Dr. White’s grasp of fisheries issues and the 
ramifications those issues have upon the spawning grounds is unsurpassed. The 
knowledge of this symbiotic relationship has earned him the respect of fisheries 
scientists and lay fishermen.

Yet, the sustainable fisheries project is far from finished.* A second term 
on the board will allow Dr. White to bring to fruition this most worthwhile effort.

We also support Dillingham resident Russell Nelson •for the Board of 
Fisheries. As you know, there is nowhere in the world like Bristol Bay for 
harvesting sockeye salmon. On average, the tributaries of the Bay produce the 
largest returns of sockeye in the world. Because of this unique status, every 
governor since Jay Hammond in 1974 has placed a representative from the Bay 
on the Board ofFisheries. Russell Nelson will continue this rich tradition.

A former Bristol Bay commercial drift fisherman for 15 years and former 
herring and salmon spotter pilot, Mr. Nelson is currently the land manager for 
Choggiung Limited in Dillingham. In that position, he is exposed to the 
importance of sport fishing opportunity.

He is a man of high integrity and has the respect of those in the Bay and in 
the Native community, as shown by the letters of support he has garnered. They 
include, among others, the Bristol Bay Native Corporation, the Bristol Bay Native 
Association, the Bristol Bay Sportsfisb;ng Association, the Association of Village 
Council Presidents, Kawerak, Inc., the Lake and Peninsula Borough and his 
employer Choggiung Limited.

Mr. Nelson is an avid supporter of the sustainable fisheries project. When 
appointed he will be committed toward working with his board colleagues in 
developing a project that will preserve the state’s salmon resources for his 
children and their grandchildren.

You could not find more qualified candidates, with the breath of support, 
as that of Dr. John White and Mr. Russell Nelson. We urge their appointment to 
the Alaska Board ofFisheries.

Sincerely,

s—
Ben Ellis
Executive Director
Kenai River Sportfishing Association

The Sportfishing Voice of the Kenai River
TOTAL P. 01
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U N I T E D  C O O K  I N L E T  D R I F T  A S S O C I A T I O N

P.O. Box 380 * Kenai, Alaska 99611 - 0389 
(907) 283-3600 • FAX (907) 283-3306 e-mail: uclda@kenai.net

April 8,1998 via Fax: 465-4928

Senator Rick Halford, Chair *
Senate Resources Committee ‘ **.,...
State Capitol, Room 121 «.
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Subject: Alaska Board ofFisheries (BOF)

Dear Senator Halford:

United Cook Inlet Drift Association (UCIDA) represents the 585 salmon drift permit holders in 
Upper Cook Inlet. Some 350 permit holders are current members of our association. UCIDA is 
also active at the state and federal levels as a member of the Executive Committee of United 
Fishermen of Alaska (UFA).

UCIDA supports the confirmation of Mr, Russell Nelson and opposes the confirmation of Dr.
John White for the Board of Fisheries (BOF).

UCIDA recognizes the salmon fishery in Bristol Bay as the world's largest producer of sockeye 
salmon. In addition, we note that the fishery involves thousands of fishermen and the management 
is highly complex. Accordingly, wc feel that it is appropriate for someone familiar with the 
fishery, local communities and local issues be appointed to the BOF.

Mr. Nelson's varied background as a land manager, herring and salmon spotter, engineer of a 
large vessel and past drift fishermen will hopefully serve him well as a BOF member.

UCIDA opposition to Dr. White's confirmation is based on two factors.

1) The BOF needs a better "balance" both in terms of regional and user-groups expertise.
Efforts by many organizations to convince Governor Knowles to seek a better "balance" on 
the BOF have clearly not produced that result

mailto:uclda@kenai.net


If both Mr, Russell and Dr. White are confirmed the ''balance" on the BOF would have;

H Six of seven board members involved with sport, terminal or in-river 
fisheries,

M Six of seven board members involved with fisheries from Anchorage 
north, and

■  Only one of seven board members with extensive experience as a 
fishermen in non-salmon commercial marine fisheries. }

i 1
2) Dr. Whites's sense of "public process" has been very controversial. This result is perhaps 

inevitable when a board is not comprised of individuals with widely varying backgrounds 
and experience in Alaska's complex fisheries. J

Issues that have produced the most controversy among the public and advisory committees in our 
area include: .

April 8,1998
Page Two

H Out of cycle board generated allocation proposals targeting Cook Inlet's 
commercial fisheries,

H B oard generated allocation proposals asking die public to submit 
proposals to limit harvest by non-resident anglers,

B  A fast track "Sustainable Fisheries Project" employing controversial 
contractors, and

■  Recent actions by the BOF to remove a scheduled Cook Inlet hearing 
from the Kenai/Soldotna area based on perceived "safety" concerns,

Iri conclusion, UCIDA appreciated the willingness of Dr. White to continue to serve on the BOF. 
However, it is our conclusion that a better "balance" of regional and uscr-group expertise on the 
BOF is needed.

UCIDA appreciates this opportunity to comment and requests that you distribute our comments to 
committee members.

Sincerely,

Resident

PS/m
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U N I T E D  F I S H E R M E N  O F  A L A S K A

April 7, 1998
Senator Rick Halford 
Senate Committee on Resources 
Alaska State Legislature 
Juneau, Alaska 99801
Dear Senator Halford:

211 Fourth Street, Suite 112 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 

907/586-2820 
Fax: 907/463-2545 

E-Mail: ufa@alaska.net

We are writing In regard to the reappointment of Dr. John White to the 
Alaska Board of Fisheries.
United Fishermen of Alaska represents over twenty commercial fishing 
organizations throughout the state. Our group represents the diversity of 
Alaska's fishing industry, and when brought together, it creates informed 
meaningful discussion and brings forth a wide range of views. Given the 
complexity of many fisheries issues, this is a vital element for good 
decision making.
We believe this element is missing from the current Board of Fisheries and 
our industry is suffering in its absence. The policies and policy direction 
established by the Board are crucial to our future. The lack of experience 
and understanding this Board possesses with regard to salt water 
commercial fisheries is truly alarming. The willingness of this Board to 
pursue policy objectives, with broad implications and without a thorough 
open public process, is also a source of great concern.
We have seen an erosion of public support for the Board of Fisheries. 
Commercial fishermen throughout the state have lost confidence in the 
ability of this Board to render balanced decisions and lead a balanced 
discussion on major statewide policy issues. For example, the manner in 
which the sustainable fisheries project has been handled and the debate 
surrounding the role of the Board in setting hatchery production levels.
UFA believes it is extremely Important to bring about a balance of 
experience and knowledge to the Board of Fisheries.
Toward that end, by a unanimous vote of those present, the UFA Board 
voted to not endorse reappointment of Dr. John White. The perspective Dr. 
White brings to the Board is more than adequately covered by existing

MEMBER OROANgATiCm a
Ainskn C m b C o a lt i jn  .  AUcka Lonailno R ihu rrw m '*  Association •  A laska Tro llors A ssodalJon •  Grislol B ay O riflnsao foA seocia llon  • C ooco rnoa  A/m  I i r n s ju rm tm  

C o o k  In le t A quaeu lu roA snocta llon  •  C o n k r a  District Fb tw m m n United • K sna l Psn lnau lo  R oh o rtn in 'i A w od a llo n  .  K o d a k  R *g to n dA q u aw iU ioA s iK ta U o n
N o r t h  P a c i f i c  F i s h e r i e s  A s s o c i a t i o n  • N o r t n o m  S o u t h s d s t  F t e C l o n n J  A q u a a j l i r o  A s s o c i a t i o n  • N o r t h w o a t S e l n s t t e r a  A s o o c n l o n  -  P o n l r . o u l a  M a r k s l i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n  

P e t e r s b u r g  V o r r c o l  O w n o r s  A u o d a i l o n  • P r i r c o  W iliam  S o u n d  A q u a c U t e r o  C o r p o r a t i o n  • P u fM  S o h o  V w c n t  O w n M  A s s o d a t l o n  *

Soutlioast AJaaka Sdnnrs Association • Goutherri SouUiooct Roglonal Ayuaculkrro AieocWio/1 • United Coak Inlnt Drill Association • Urt!»d Southosst Alnsko Gilhottura

mailto:ufa@alaska.net
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ir  embers. This Board clearly needs the Input th a t someone more familiar 
with m arine fisheries could provide.

The UFA Board stands ready to work with the Governor's office and the 
Legislature to bring forward for your consideration, a list of candidates, 
which will be an asset to the State and to the Board of Fisheries process.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

President-elect and Chair, Board o f Fisheries Committee 
United Fishermen of Alaska

TOTAL P .02



A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E
S E N A T E  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E

Juneau, AK 99801
State Capitol

Official Business
Chairman: Senator R ick Halford 
V ice Chair: Senator Lyda Green 

Senator Loren Leman 
Senator Bert Sharp 

Senator Robin Taylor 
Senator John Torgerson 

Senator Gcorgianna L incolnApril 8,1998

The Honorable Mike Miller 
President of the Senate 
State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 

Dear Mr. President,

In accordance with AS 39.05.080, the Senate Resources Committee reviewed the 
following with'regard to confirmation of the Governor's appointment:

BOARD OF FISHLxUES:
Russell S. Nelson - Dillingham

RpQnprffnIlv
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R u s s e l l  S .  N e l s o n  ___________________
2028 Woodr'tvar R<xid, P.O. Bex 161 ■ Dillingham. Alaska 00576 ■ Telephone: 907-8-12-2370

O B JE C T IV E______________________________

Boud Member, Slate of Alaska, Board o f Fisheries

LEADERSHIP T RAINING

Alaska Native Lfaukrshi? project
Sponsored by Bristol Bay Native Corporation and administered by the A luska Native Foundation in 
cooperation with Alaska Pacific University.

• Grade Point Average for the duration o f the project was 4.0
• Development oflcadership skills in the anas o f management, politics and cult (re.
• Areas ofsiudy included grant writing, role o f Alaska Natives In the Alaska political structure, 

development of business entrepreneurial skills and social issues relevant to Alaskan natives.

'I'RAtNLNu Without Walls
Sponsored by Bristol Bay Native Corporation and Choggiung Limited using the Growth Company.

• Two executive management training sessions a year with The Growth Company,
• Monthly professional development and career coaching.
■ Professional networking with people who can make a difference to your career.

E x p e r ie n c e

CHOGGIUNG MM1TED _ _______
Land Manager 1 
April 15. 1997 to present

• Maintain land records.
» Manage land programs i.e. 14(c), lease, laud use permit, subdivision, and gravel.
•  Provide and /or solicit expertise in land development projects.
• Coordinate with other Native Corporations and resource agencies on land related programs or 

Issues.
• Management o f land rclt',l'd consulting agreements as necessary.

< m Advise management on u ucs o f importance.
• Submit anticipated operating budget needs and capital expense requests.
• Organize Land Committee meetings.
• Routine reports to Land Committee and /or Board o f Directors
•  Work with management and staff on training and improve skills in area of expertise.



BRISTOL BAY NATIVE ASSOCIATION 
Environmental Coordinator 
October 3, 1995 to April 14,1997

• Traveled to villages o f Bristol Bay to work closely with village councils.
■ Conduct an assessment o f ihe environmental problems and Issues in Bristol Bay villages.
• Supervise all BBNA environmental programs and lead inspectors.
• Fulfilled nil reports required in compliance with federal regulations.
» Track budgets for all BBNA Environmental Programs.
Bristol Bay Native Association
Bristol Bay Marino Mammal Council Executive Director
November 7, 1995 to April 14, 1997

■ Meetings with BBMMC, Quyussiq Walrus Commission, State o f Alaska Subsistence Division, 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife, and National Marine Fisheries Service.

• Mukc travel and room arrangements for Bristol Bay Marine Mammal Council (BBMMC) and 
Qaynssiq Walrus Commission and calculate per diem.

• Documented beluga throughout winter in the Nushagak Bay, Kvichnk Bay and o ff Goose Point at 
Egcgik.

Bristol Bay Native Association 
Regional Land Use Specialist 
August 30, 1993 to October 3. 1995

• Assisted Bristol Bay Village Councils in developing federal subsistence proposals.
• Submit Subsistence Proposals to the Bristol Bay Regional Advisory Board.
• Defend Subsistence Proposals at Federal Subsistence Board meetings.
• Worked with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Subsistence Division to develop a Fresh Water Fish /Large 

Land Mammal Survey Contact.
• Developed a contract with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Migratory Bird section to conduct a Migratory 

Bird Sub sistence Survey in the Northern Bristol Bay region.
• Hired and trained village resideuLx to conduct fresh water fish and migratory bird surveys.
• Wrote an En vironmental Protection Agency, Indian General Assistance Grant and was funded for 

BBNA to start an Environmental Program.
• Was awarded a continuing Environmental Agency. Indian General Assistance grant for the 1997 

fiscal year.

COMMUNITY SERVICE

Nusbagak Advisory Council Member 
Dillingham City Planning Commission Member 
Choggiung Limited, Board o f Directors 
Choggiung Limited, Board o f Directors 
Dillingham Native Village Council, Chief 
Rural Alaska Television Network, Board o f Directors 1983 to 1991 
Rural AlaskuTelevision Network, President 1991 to 1995
Alaska Rural Communications .Service, President 1995 to Present

September 1997 to Present .CfasK-t 
February 1998 to Present 
1981- 1991
March 1996-May 1997 
1981-1991



• Dillingham Volunteer Crash Rescue Squad 1978-1982
» Dillingham Volunteer Fire Depa rtm en t 1977-1982
• Alaska Army National Guard, Honorable Discharge 1989-1992

H o n o rs     _______________________________________

• Department o f the Army, The Army Achievement Medal

S k il l s   _________________________
• Commercial Pilot's License
• Former Togiak Herring Spotter
• Former Nushagak Bay Satmon Spotter
• Former Factory Engineer on r/V Excellence, a 362 fl. Factory Trawler in Bering Sea.
• Fortner Bristol Bay Commercial Drift Fishing Fanner for 15 years

REFERENCES______________________________________________________

H a r v f . y  S am u e ls e s 
P.O. Box 18
Dillingham, At a s k a 99576 Phone: (907) 842-5625

Fiu-d TorrisIj superior Court Judge
P .O . BOX 210
DILLINGHAM , ALASKA99576 Phone : (907) 842-2050

JUD1 NELSON, CEO - BDEDC 
P.O. BOX 36
DILLINGHAM , ALASKA 99576 PHONE: (907) 842-5350



March 2 5 ,1 9 9 8

Honorable Senator Rick Halford 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol, Room 121 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Halford:

The Board of Directors of the Kenai River Sportfishing Association supports the 
confirmation of Dr. John White, of Bethel, and Russell Nelson, of Dillingham, to the Alaska 
Board of Fisheries.

As the chairman of the board, Dr. White is establishing the groundwork through the 
sustainable fisheries project to ensure Alaska's salmon resources are managed in a manor 
that will provide sustainable salmon returns for generations to come. His dedication to this 
process is unfaltering. It is a project that will benefit not only the resource but also all users, 
whether they are subsistence, sport, personal use or commercial. Dr. White's grasp of 
fisheries issues and the ramifications those issues have upon the spawning grounds is 
unsurpassed. The knowledge of this symbiotic relationship has earned him the respect of 
fisheries scientists and lay fishermen.

Yet, the sustainable fisheries project is far from finished. A second term on the board 
will allow Dr. White to bring to fruition this most worthwhile effort.

We also support Dillingham resident Russell Nelson for the Board of Fisheries. As you 
know, there is nowhere in the world like Bristol Bay for harvesting sockeye salmon. On 
average, the tributaries of the Bay produce the largest returns of sockeye in the world. 
Because of this unique status, every governor since Jay Hammond in 1974 has placed a 
representative from the Bay on the Board of Fisheries. Russell Nelson will continue this 
rich tradition.

A former Bristol Bay commercial drift fisherman for 15 years and former herring and 
salmon spotter pilot, Mr. Nelson is currently the land manager for Choggiung Limited in 
Dillingham. In that position, he is exposed to the importance of sport fishing opportunity.

He is a man of integrity and has the respect of those in the Bay and in the Native 
community, as shown by the letters of support he has garnered. They include, among 
others, the Bristol Bay Native Corporation, the Bristol Bay Native Association, the Bristol 
Bay Sportsfishing Association, the Association of Village Council Presidents, Kawerak, Inc,, 
the Lake and Peninsula Borouqh and his employer Choggiung Limited.

Mr. Nelson is an avid supporter of the sustainable fisheries project. He is committed 
toward working with his board colleagues in developing a project that will preserve the 
state's salmon resources for his children and their grandchildren.

You could not find more qualified appointees, with the breath of support, as that of Dr. 
John White and Mr. Russell Nelson. We urge you to confirm them to the Alaska Board of 
Fisheries.

Sincerely,

Ben Ellis
Executive Director
Kenai River Sportfishing Association

The Sportfishing Voice of the Kenai River



S E N A T E  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E
State Capiiol 

Juneau, AK 99801
Chairman: Senator Rick Halford 
Vice Chair: Senator Lyda Green 

Senator Loren Leman 
Senator Bert Sharp 

Senator Robin Taylor 
Senator John Torgerson 

Senator Georgianna Lincoln

A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

Teleconference Sites: Kenai (by invitation)

AGENDA
3:30 TO 5:00 p.m.

Wednesday, April 2, 1997

Confirmation Hearing: Boaid of Fisheries Teleconferenced

appointees for review:
Larry Engel - Palmer
Robert E. Dersham - Anchor Point

NEXT MEETING

Friday, April 4:

HB 25 - Fish and Game: Licenses & Residency 

* Bills previously scheduled

ADJOURN



ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE
S EN A T E  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M IT T E E

Official Business
State Capitol 

Juneau, AK 99801

Chairman: Senator Rick Halford 
Vice Chair: Senator Lyda Green 

Senator Loren Leman 
Senator Bert Sharp 

Senator Robin Taylor 
Senator John Torgerson 

Senator Georgianna Lincoln

April 2,1997

The Honorable Mike Miller 
President of the Senate 
State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 

Dear Mr. President,

In accordance with AS 39.05.080, the Senate Resources Committee reviewed 
the following with regard to confirmation of the Governor's appointment:

BOARD OFFISHERIES;
Robert E. Dersham - Anchor Point

Respectfully,

Senator Green



B o a rd  o f  F i s h e r i e s

R o b e r t  E .  ( E d )  D e r s h a m  -  R e s u m e
P.O. Box 555
Anchor Point, AK 99556
907-235-5555

Objective

Highlights of 
Qualifications

Professional
Experience

To be considered for an appointment to the Alaska State 
Board of Fisheries

I a m  a p p ly in g  to  b e  c o n s id e re d  lo r  a p p o in tm e n t to  th e  A la s k a  S ta te  B o a rd  o f  
F is h e r ie s .  I d o  th is  w ith  fu l l k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  m a g n itu d e  o f  th e  c o m m r tm e r t ,  a n d  
w e ig h t  o f t h e  re s p o n s ib il i ty  in v o lv e d  tn  s e rv ic e  o n  t h e  b o a rd . I h a v e  l iv e d  in  A la s k a  
fo r  20  y e a r s  a n d  b e e n  a c t iv e ly  In v o lv e d  in  f is h e r ie s  Is s u e s  fo r  o v e r  1 0  y e a rs .  In  
e v e r y  is s u e  I'v e  b e c o m e  in v o lv e d  w ith  I 'v e  w o rk e d  t o  g a th e r  a s  m u c h  k n o w le d g e  
a s  p o s s ib le  a b o u t th e  is s u e . I h a v e  th e n  w o rk e d  to  s u p p o r t s o lu t io n s  th a t  w e r e  
fa ir  t o  a ll u s e r  g ro u p s  w h ile  k e e p in g  th e  b io lo g ic a l h e a lth  o f th e  r e s o u r c e  a s  th e  
to p  p r io r ity .

' M y  b u s in e s s  a n d  m y  fife  a re  d o e e ly  t ie d  to  th e  s a ltw a te r  c h a r te r  f is h in g  in d u s try .  I 
a m  c o m m it te d  to  h e lp in g  f in d  w o r k a b le  r e s o lu t io n s  t o  a l lo c a t io n  is s u e s  u s in g  th e  
b e s t  a v a i la b le  b io lo g ic a l in fo rm a t io n  a n d  in p u t f r o m  a l l u s e r  g ro u p s .

I f  c h o s e n .  I w o u ld  s e rv e  to  th e  b e s t o f  m y  ab ility . M y  p r im a ry  g o a l w o u ld  b e  to  h e lp  
a c h ie v e  th e  fa ir e s t p o s s ib le  a l lo c a t io n  d e c is io n s  b a s e d  o n  a  th o ro u g h  w o r k in g  
k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  is s u e s  to  c o m e  b e fo r e  th e  b o a rd .

M e m b e r  o f  th e  A n c h o r  R iv e r  S te e lh o a d  T a s k  F o rc e  , 19 9 0  
P re s id e n t o f  t h e  S o u th  P e n in s u la  S p o r ts m a n 's  A s s o d a t io n  19 9 0 - 19 9 3  
M e m b e r  o f  th e  N o rth  P a c if ic  F is h e r ie s  M a n a g e m e n t C o u n c i l H a lib u t C h a r te r  
w o r k in g  g ro u p  19 9 3 - 19 9 4
P re s id e n t o f  th e  A n c h o r  P o in t C h a r te r  A s s o d a t io n  19 9 3 - 19 9 7  
O n  th o  b o a rd  o f  d ir e c to r s  o f th e  A la s k a  S p o r t F is h in g  In d u s t r y  A s s o c ia t io n  
19 9 4 - 19 9 7

Dersham’s Outlook Lodge, Anchor Point, AK 1 9 8 5 - P r e s e n t  
O w n e r a n d  s e n io r  fish in g  g u id e  fo r  s a lm o n  a n d  h a lib u t

Along with my wife Karan, own and operate a comploto package fishing lodge 
Inlot.

onCc:

Achievements
* B u il t  a  s u c c e s s fu l b u s in e s s  f r o m  th o  g ro u n d  u p  t h a t  c u r r e n t ly  h a s  5 8 %  re p e a t 

c u s to m e r  a n d  w o rd  o f  m o u th  r e fe r ra l c l ie n te le
* E s ta b l is h e d  a s  a to p  g u id e  fo r  s a lm o n  a n d  h a lib u t o n  th e  e a s t s id e  o f  C o o k  In le t 

a n d  e a rn e d  th e  r e s p e c t o l  t h o  o th e r  g u id e s  in  th e  a re a



Peninsula Communications, Inc. Homer, AK 1988-1992 
Broadcaster

Wrote and broadcast a dally sport fishing report including tips, antidotes, and essays on 
the philosophical aspect of fishing. These reports were carried on three radio stations 
servicing the Kenai Peninsula and Kodiak Island

U. S. Department of Justice, Washington, DC 1971-1985 
S p e c ia l A gen t- D ru g  E n fo rcem en t A dm inistration R e tire d

Worked as a criminal investigator for the Drug Enforcement Administration. Supervised 
the development o f cases against individuals who had violated federal narcotics laws. 
Worked undercover extensively. Testified extensively hi both federal and slate court. 
Conducted Raison with Stoic end federal officers through task force operations in 
California and Alaska.

Achievements
• R e c e iv e d  a  s u p e r io r  p e r fo rm a n c e  a w a rd  fo r  u n d e rc o v e r  w o r k  d o n e  a g a in s t 

h e ro in  t r a f f ic k e r s  in  th e  s o u th e rn  CaT rfom la a n d  B a ja  M e x ic o  a reas .

Weyerhaeuser Corporation, Cottage Grove, OR 1968-1971 
Labore r

Worked as a laborer in every facet of wood products operation.

Education & 
L icenses

Personal
History

Other
Organizations 
and Clubs

B a c h e lo r s  o f  B u s in e s s  A d m in is t r a t io n  - U n iv e r s i t y  o f  O re g o n , 19 7 0  
O p e r a to r  o f  u n in s p e c te d  p a s s e n g e r  v e s s e l l ic e n s e -  U .S . C o a s t G u a rd , 19 8 9 -  
p r e s e n t

B o m :  A p r i l 2 0 , 1 9 4 8  • E u g e n e  O R  
W ife :  K a ra n  D e rs h am  
S o n s :  D a v id  (30 ), B e r t  (2 3 )

• M e m b e r  - B o a rd  o f D ire c to rs ,  K e n a i P e n in s u la  C h a p te r  C r im e  s to p p e rs  In t.
• M e m b e r  - K e n a i P e n in s u la  T o u r is m  M a rk e t in g  C o u n c il
• M e m b e r  - T h e  A la s k a n s  C lu b
• M e m b e r  - T h e  N a t io n a l F e d e ra t io n  o f  In d e p e n d e n t B u s in e s s
• M e m b e r  - T h e  N a t io n a l R if le  A s s o c ia t io n

References • K e v in  D e L a n e y , O ire c to r  A la s k a  D o p a f tm e n t o f  F is h  &  G am e , S p o r t f is h  D iv is io n
•  N ic k  D u d ia k , A re a  F is h e r ie s  B io lo g is t,  A la s k a  D e p a r tm e n t o f F ish  &  G a m e
• B o b  W a rd , H o m e r  C h a r te r  A s s o c ia t io n ,  H om e r, A K



Official Business

ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE
S E N A T E  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E

State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801

Chairman: Senator Rick Halford 
Vice Chair: Senator Lyda Green 

Senator Loren Leman 
Senator Bert Sharp 

Senator Robin Taylor 
Senator John Torgerson 

Senator Georgianna Lincoln

April 2,1997

The Honorable Mike Miller 
President of the Senate 
State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 

Dear Mr. President,

In accordance with AS 39.05.080, the Senate Resources Committee reviewed 
the following with regard to confirmation of the Governor's appointment:

BOARD OF FISHERIES:
Larry Engel - Palmer

Respectfully,



B o a rd  o f  F i s h e r i e s

Lar r y  J. Engel 
P.O. Bo>: 197 

Palmer, A l a s k a  9 9 5 4 5  
(907) 745 - 4 1 3 2

Resume

e d u c a t i o n : G r a d u a t e d  H i g h s c h o o l  1955; S e r v e d  U.S. N a v y ,
J u l y  1956 - Sept. 1959, H o n o r a b l e  D i s c h a r g e ;
G r a d u a t e d  U n i v e r s i t y  of W a s h i n g t o n ,  M a r c h  1564, 
B.S. in F i s h e r i e s

W O R K  H I S T O R Y :  S e a s o n a l  t e c h n i c i a n  and b i o l o g i s t  w i t h  t h e  A l a s k a
D e p a r t m e n t  of Fish and Game, 19 6 0  - J u n e ,  1964.

F u l l - t i m e  b i o l o g i s t  w i t h  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  of 
F i s h  and Game, D i v i s i o n  of S p o r t  Fish, 1 9 6 4  to 
A u g u s t  31, 1992.

R E F E R E N C E S :  R. R u s s e l l  Redick, f o r m e r  A D F & G  s u p e r v i s o r ,
A n c h o r a g e ;  T elephone: (907) 5 2 2 - 2 5 0 6

K e v i n  Delaney, superv i s o r ,  c u r r e n t l y  w i t h  A D F & G , 
A n c h o r a g e ;  T elephone: (907) 2 4 4 - 0 5 4 1

J a c k  Willis, President, T r o u t  U n l i m i t e d ,
W a s i i l a ;  T e l e p h o n e :  (907) 7 4 6 - 1 6 6 6

Ph i l  Cutler, President, A l a s k a  S p o r t  F i s h i n g  
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  Ancho r a g e ;  T e l e p h o n e :  (907) 2 4 3 - 4 6 6 7


