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A la sk a  S ta te  L eg is la tu re
Chairm an,

J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e

M e m b e r ,

R e s o u r c e !  C o m m i t t e e  

R u le s  C o m m i t t e e  

C o m m i t t e e  o n  C o m m i t t e e s

Senator Robin L. Taylor

S t a t e  C a p i t o l  

J u n e a u ,  A la s k a  9 9 3 0 1 - 1 1 8 2  

( 9 0 7 )  4 6 5 - 3 8 7 3  

F a x  ( 9 0 7 )  4 6 5 - 3 9 2 2

3 5 2  F r o n t  S t r e e t  

K e t c h i k a n .  A l a s k a  9 9 9 0 1  

( 9 0 7 )  2 2 5 - 8 0 6 8  

F a x  ( 9 0 7 )  2 2 5 - 0 7 1 3

S p on so r  S ta tem en t 

Senate B ill 38

T h is  leg is la tion  m odifies existing statu te dealing w ith living 
wills and would add to tha t statute a p rov is ion  by which  
those who execute living wills can choose to become organ  
or tissue donors . By add ing this prov ision  to the s ta ta to ry  
la n g u a g e  o f  a liv in g  w ill, lov ed  ones and  h e a lth
p ro fe ss ion a ls  w ould  be fu lly  in form ed o f the w ishes o f 
fam ily  m em bers and patien ts .

W e live in a techno log ica l age in which the need fo r tissue 
and organ  donation  has found a much g rea ie r demand than
supp ly . W h ile  it is not a legitimate function  o f government 
to d icta te  whether o r not a person should become an organ  
o r  t is su e  d o n o r , it is c e r ta in ly  a w ise p ra c t ic e  fo r
governm en t to fa c ilita te  this process.

In add ition  to adding anatom ica l gifts to the language o f  a
living w ill, Senate Bill 38 would also instruct the D ivision ot 
M o to r  Veh icles to ind icate on drivers ' licenses not only the 
fact th a t the bearer has elected to become an organ  donor, 
but a lso th a t the ind iv idual has a living will.

O th e r  th an  nom inal expenses, th is leg is la tion  shou ld  cost 
little  to en force , but may become invaluable if  it increases
A la s k a n s ' p a r t ic ip a t io n  in o rg an  and tissu e  d o n a t io n . 
C erta in ly  any one o f  us, o u r  fam ilies and loved ones, could
b en e fit  by an o rg an  o r  t issue  d o n a t io n  m ade less
com p lica ted  by this b ill.

D i s t r i c t  A ;

U i - i . .  .  V f t r h i k - i n  * k’ u o r e a n o l  * M e y e r s  C h u c k  » P e t e r s b u r g  * S a x m a n  • S i t k a  • W r a n g e l l



Spon sor S tatem en t - SB  38  
Ease Tjy.o.

S in ce 1 9 8 9 , 19 A laskan s have rece iv ed  k idney tran sp lan ts
th rou gh  th a t fa c ility . Twelve A laskan s have rece ived  liver 
tran sp lan ts  and one state res id en t rece ived  bo th  a kidney  
and a pan creas .

T o  u n d e rs ta n d  the need to  m ake  o rg an  d on a tio n  as 
un com p lica ted  as possib le , I w ould like to poin t ou t that as 
o f Jan uary  24 , 1997 , th is one fa c i l i ty had a waitlist o f 20
A laskan s in need o f  kidney tran sp lan ts , 11 seeking d on or  
liv e rs  an d  one s ta te  re s id en t w a itin g  fo r  a d on a ted  
p a n c r e a s .

T he  V irg in ia -b a sed  Un ited  N etw ork  fo r  O rgan  Sha rin g , the 
n a t io n a l c le a r in g  h ou se  fo r  o rg an  t ra n sp la n ts , has 68 
A laskans on th e ir  w aitlist.

S in ce  1 9 8 8 , th e  U n ite d  N e tw o rk  f o r  O rg an  S h a r in g  
docum en ts 2 0 7  A laskan s who have rece ived d on o r organs.

I ask y ou r support fo r  Senate B ill 38 .
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L i f e  A l a s k a , I n c

February 173 1997

Tissue Procurement Service 
P.O . Box 230785 

Anchorage, AK 99523 
1-907-562-5433 • 1-800-719-5433 

Fax 1-907-562-5333

The Honorable Robin Taylor
Room 30
State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801-1182
RE: SB38
Dear Senator Taylor:

Regarding the amendment to Sec.3. AS 13.50.030 addressing persons or agencies
authorized to remove or transplant part of a decedent’s body:
♦ It is accepted practice in all fifty states for trained non-physician technical staff to procure 

tissues such as corneas, heart-valves, bone, and skin from non-heartbeating cadavers.
♦ While most states do not address the issue, ft is universal practice for medically licensed 

surgeons to perform the more technically complex organ procurement such as kidney, heart, 
and liver donation.

♦ All tissue and organ transplant into living patients must be performed by licensed physicians. 
Typically, surgery is performed by specially trained transplant surgeons.

♦ In Alaska, trained technical staff have perfonned all tissue donations. Several MDs have 
assisted in training the local staff.

♦ In Alaska, surgeons v'ho fly up from Seattle, Portland, or California perform most organ 
donation surgery. Occasionally, kidneys are procured by an Alaska surgeon who has received 
specific training.

♦ Life Alaska would welcome the assistance of a physician in Wrangle, Bethel or anywhere 
else performing donor surgery if we cannot arrive in time, or working with us if they have an 
interest. This has happened several times already.

♦ Organs and tissues are given to the most medically urgent person waiting for a transplant. 
Potential tissue and organ recipients decide who their transplant surgeon will be.

♦ Donation surgery is typically done by whatever tissue or organ bank provides donor coverage 
for that region. The Tissue or organ bank will send the technician or surgeon on call to 
perform the donation surgery.

in  Alwfcn nonprofit corpoation
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Because the donor technician or surgeon is decided by which transplant agency covers an 
area, nearly all slates have deleted the concept of designating the surgeon or physician (or even 
agency) to remo e a part of a donor’s body. Donors are universally allowed to designate a 
particular recipient if they desire (most don’t designate, which allows the tissue or organ to be 
placed with the most urgent recipient). The amended wording (including “appropriate Alaska 
organ or tissue bank or”) will not have any negative effect.

I hope this is helpful in clarifying current practices. Thank you again for all o f your 
efforts in support of donation, transplantation and the families. Please call me at any time with 
questions or concerns.
Sincerely,

Jens Saakvitne 
Director
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L i f e  A l a s k a ,  X a i c

Tissue Procurement Service 
P.O . B o x 230785 

Anchorage, AK 99523
1-907 562.5433 - 1-800-719-5433 

Fax 1-907-562-5333

February 14,1997

ATTN: The Honorable Senator Robin Taylor
Chair, Senate Judiciary Committee 
Health Education and Social Services

FROM: Fran McNeill
Family Care Coordinator 
Life Alaska, Inc.

RE: Senate Bill 38

My name is Fran McNeill. I am employed by Life Alaska, Inc. as the Family Care 
Coordinator. I am hero today in place of my Director, Jens Saakvitne, who had a medical 
emergency.

Life Alaska, Inc. supports Senate Bill 38. This bill facilitates the communication of an 
individual’s wishes regarding living wills, do not resuscitate orders, and anatomical gifts. It 
supports individual autonomy and self-determination and respects the individual's right to make 
this very personal decision. Furthermore, it ensures that people will have an opportunity to make 
these choices independent of crisis and would encourage them to discuss their decisions with 
family members. The family burden is eased by knowing what a loved one wants, and families may 
approach these decisions knowing that they have honored their loved one’s request.

Sincerely,

Fran McNeill 
Family Care Coordinator

ui AIu Icj nonprofit roipontlon


