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DRAFT
Appointments to fill vacancies in the the United States Senate.

A historical perspective.

SB 135 (SLA 1967 Ch. 139) was introduced on February 21, 1967 by the late 
Senator John Butrovich. The original version of this bill repealed the 
requirement that a person appointed to fill a congressional vacancy be a 
member of the same party as the successor. On February 23, 1967 the Senate 
State Affairs Committee amended the bill, limiting it to appointments to fill 
vacancies to the United States Senate. The U.S. House of Representatives 
requires that vacancies be filled by special elections. Procedures for those 
elections are determined by individual states.
On March 28, 1967 the senate adopted SB 135 by a vote of 14-6. Immediately 
after passage of SB 135 the Senate recessed to meet in a joint session with the 
House to hear an address by U.S. Senator E.L. (Bob) Bartlett.
On March 30 .1967 the House State Affairs Committee approved SB 135. The 
bill came before the House on April 3,1967. It was adopted by a vote of 25-15.
SB 135 was transmitted to Governor Hickel on April 5, 1967. On April 25, 
1967 Governor Hickel informed the Senate that he had allowed SB 135 to 
become law without his signature.
On December 24, 1968 State Representative Ted Stevens (R-Anchorage) was 
appointed to fill the vacancy caused by the death of U.S. Senator E.L Bartlett 
(D-Alaska).*

*While being treated for a serious illness in a Cleveland, Ohio hospital 
Senator Bartlett told his physicians that they had a special responsibility to 
keep him alive because the Republicans in Alaska had passed a law which 
would allow them to replace him with a Republican. From Senator E.L. (Bob) 
Bartlett of Alaska. Claus Naske (1980 University of Washington Press)
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O f f i c i a l  B u s in e s s

gtoka £s>tat t  Hegtelaturc 
S e n a t e

S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t

RICK
H A L F O R D

S la te  C a p i to l 
J u n e a u . A la s k a  

9 9 8 0 1 - 1 IS 2  
P h o n e  ( 9 0 7 )  4 6 5 - 4 9 5 8  

F a x  ( 9 0 7 )  4 6 5 - 4 9 2 8

P .O . B o x  6 7 0 1 9 0  
C liu g ia k . A la s k a  9 9 5 6 7  
P h o n e  ( 9 0 7 )  6 9 4 - 4 9 5 8  

F a x  ( 9 0 7 )  6 9 4 - 0 5 4 9

6 0 0  E . R a i l r o a d  A v e n u e  
W a s i l la .  A la s k a  9 9 6 5 4  
P h o n e  ( 9 0 7 )  3 7 6 - 4 9 5 8

S e n a t e  B i l l  3 0 7

" A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  f i l l i n g  

v a c a n c i e s  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

s e n a t o r "

U nder current law, when a United State senate seat becomes va:ant 
before the term is served, there is no requirem ent that the vacancy be 
filled by a person of the same party of the previous occupant As a 
result, a governor m ay appoint whomever they choose, without regard 
to the position expressed by the voters in the previous election.

Passage of SB 307 would establish a requirem ent that the person 
appointed by the governor to fill a vacancy in the office of United States 
senator shall be of the same political party  as that which nom inated the 
predecessor in office. This am endm ent to AS 15.40.010 would bring the 
conditions for filling a vacancy for the office of United States senator in 
line with the requirem ents for filling vacancies for the offices of the 
state representative and state senator.

By changing this statute we can; as the states of Hawaii, Arizona and 
U tah have already done; ensure that the will of the voters, as expressed 
in the previous election, would not be subverted through the 
appointm ent of a person of a different party and philosophy than the 
individual the appointee is replacing.


