


alaska £tate legislature

SENATE DISTRICT | 716 WEST 4TH AVENUE, SUITE 530
Bashore Abhott Loop ANCHORAGE , ALASKA 99501
Carpell Bear\elley @) 28819
Dimond oroat VidleinQssia

1
Ircependence Park  gjen s STATE CAPITOL
Klatc Hillsice JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801-1190
Olld Severd Huffren/0"Val ley (07¥65-29%  1-800-355-29%6
Southport Fortace
Taku Rethit Creek SENATOR SEAN PARNELL

SPONSOR STATEMENT
Senate Bill 295

The purpose of this legislation is two-fold: to provide law enforcement with
an additional avenue for pursuit of those who prey on children and to codify
in statute the role of law enforcement and the Division of Family and Youth
Services during child protection investigations which may result in criminal

charges.

Section one of the bill makes ita crime to lure or entice a child under the age
of 12 into a building, dwelling, or vehicle for an unlawful purpose.

The second section of the bill would clarify the roles of law enforcement and
DFYS during criminal investigations of reports of harm to children. The
Department of Health and Social Services would enter into formal
agreements with either local police departments or the state troopers allowing
enforcement to assume the lead role during these criminal investigations.

While protocols exist informally between some law enforcement agencies
and DFYS, this legislation provides a blueprint furthering this effort
statewide. DFYS will continue to be the point of contact for all reports of abuse
and neglect as well as performing initial investigations of those reports.
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SB 295 creates a new crime of luring or enticing a child if the person lures or entices a child under 12 years of age into a
building, dwelling, or vehicle for an unlawful purpose. The bill further changes the way that child protective investigations

would be managed when occurring in conjunction with a criminal investigation.

The Department of Law anticipates that if enacted, luring or enticing charges filed under the law will be in conjunction with

other charges, such as physical abuse and/or sexual assault. As these crimes would be prosecuted under current law,
The proposed change' in how child

the department does not expect any increased costs from creation of the new crime.
protective investigations are managed will also have no fiscal impact on the Department of Law.
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SB 295 creates a new crime of luring or enticing a child if the person lures or entices a child under 12 years of age into a
building, dwelling, or vehicle for an unlawful purpose. The bill further changes the way that child protective investigations
would be managed when occurring in conjunction with a criminal investigation.

The Department of Law anticipates that if enacted, luring or enticing charges filed under the law will be in conjunction with
other charges, such as physical abuse and/or sexual assault. As these crimes would be prosecuted under current law,

the department does not expect any increased costs from creation of the new crime.

The proposed change in how child

protective investigations are managed will also have no fiscal impact on the Department of Law.
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ANALYSIS: (continued)

The bill creates a new class B felony crime of luring or enticing a child under 12 years of age into a building or vehicle for an
unlawful purpose. Any such act without the consent of parent or guardian is prima facie evidence of an “unlawful purpose’, which is
not otherwise defined.

There are affirmative defenses if the action was necessary to prevent the child from being seriously injured, was for a lawful purpose,
or the person acted reasonably under the circumstances and did not intend to harm the health, safety or welfare of the child.

The Department of Law is unable to predict how many additional felony cases may be prosecuted under this section. For each
additional felony case there is an increased cost to the Public Defender Agency. Without accurate predictions as to numbers, impact

is certain, but unquantifiable.
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