


F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE OF ALASKA

1997 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
BELL NO.

NO. 2
B ill V e rs io n : esHB 3Q (l &c )

(H) Publish Date: 1/31/97

Title:

Sponsor
Requestor
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jg £  p . / U l/LJ>6~C-___________

____________________

Dept. Affected [ Q f l i  •» £T 
BRU:

Components: 
Serial #

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS)
OPERATING FY 98 FY 99 FYOO FY 01 FY 02 FY 03
P e r s o n a l  S e r v i c e s 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
T r a v e l 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
C o n t r a c t u a l 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
S u p p l i e s 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
E q u ip m en t 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Land & S t r u c t u r e s 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
S r a n t s , C la im s 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
• l i s c e l l a n e o u s 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
,‘OTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

:apital 0.0 0.0| 0.0 0.0) 0.0 0.0

REVENUE 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

UNDING: (THOUSANDS OF DOLLOPS)
leneral Fund 0.0 0.0 0.0 o o p o 0.0
ederal Fund 0.0 0.0 0.0

ooo~o

0.0
Ither 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
T O T A L 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

P O S IT IO N S :
:ull-Time 0 0 0 0 0 0
’art-Time 0 0 0 0 0 0
emporary 0 0 0 0 0 0

\Nfi LYSIS: (ATTACH A SEPARATE PAGE IF NECESSARY)
ee attached analysis

'repared by:
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No. 1
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Title: Civil liability for skateboarding BRU: Trial Courts
Component:

Sponsor: Rep. Mulder
Requestor House Labor & Commerce COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 788

Expendltures/Revenuea
o p e r a t in g  EXPENDfTURES FY 98 FY 99 FY 00 FY 01 FY 02 FY 03
PERSONAL SERVICES 
TRAVEL
c o n t r a c t u a l

SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT 
LAND 4 STRUCTURES 
GRANTS & CLAIMS 
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

pCAPfTAL EXPgiDTIURES

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( f

1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match 
100* GF
1005 GF/Program Receipt* 
1037GF/Mentai Health 
Other

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL ao 0.0 ao 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY 97) cost None 

Positions
Full-Time
Part-Time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separata page K necessary) 

No fiscal Impact
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Prepared by: C. 3 . Christensen III. Staff Counsel L j y / { X     Ph<*\»: 2& 4S223
Agency: AJasJca Court System I   Date: 01/28/97

T E LApprovod by: Arthur H. Snowden, II. Administrative Director f iy  I Date: 01/28/97
a gene/: Alaska Court System ^  /
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P a rk s  and  R e c re a t io n
City of Petersburg

(907) 772-3392 Community Gym 
772-3304 Swimming Pool 

772-4224 Director

M arch 20. 1997

R E C E I V E D  tlAfi 2 4 $ 9 7
Senator Robin Taylor, Cl air 
Senate Judiciary  C om m it ee 
A laska State Legislature 
State Capital (M S 3100)
Iimeau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Senator Taylor:

H ouse Bill No. 30, in troduced by Representative M ulder, has passed the H ouse and now  1 
understand that it has been referred to Senate Judiciary and Labor Sc C om m erce C om m ittees for 
review . The issue o f  liability  for claim s arising from the hazards inherent in skateboarding, in ­
line skating, cycling and o ther non-m otorized w heel-based activities is becom ing increasingly 
im portant for m unicipalities around the state. I w ould like to voice m y strong support for the 
passage o f  th is legislation.

M any m unicipalities are try ing to create areas for these activ ities to happen in a constructive 
m ariner and elim inate the conflicts that occur on sidew alks, parking lots and o ther public places. 
Passage o f  legislation such as this, that will lim it a m unicipality ’s exposure  to liability for 
providing these facilities, will help us to expand positive recreational opportunities for the youth 
o f  our com m unity.

In considering  the LIB 30, one section concerns me and 1 support the follow ing proposed 
am endm ent:

Sec. 05.50.040 Ditties of Municipalities. ( c ) A municipality shall clearly delineate the 
boundaries o f a municipal skating or cycling facility with fencing or another type of 
enclosing or surrounding structure.

PR O PO SED  A M E N D M E N T :

Sec 05.50.040 Duties o f  M unicipalities. ( c ) A m unicipality  shall clearly  delineate the 
boundaries o f  a m unicipal skating or cycling facility.

109 Charles W Street 
P.O. Box 329, Petersburg, Alaska 99833 

FAX (907) 772-3759



I believe that each m unicipality  should  have the ability  to determ ine w hat is needed to separate 
the facility  from  conflicting  uses or hazardous conditions in their situation. In Petersburg, for 
exam ple, there are a lim ited  num ber o f  concrete or asphalt locations su itab le  for skating and m ost 
have delineated  borders already. Fencing or an enclosing structure is no t necessary' in these 
locations and m ay actually  becom e m ore o f  a hazard to the participants. M unicipalities need to 
be given the flex ib ility  to determ ine w hat, i f  any, fencing is required to provide a safe experience 
for their com m unity . I strongly  urge you to support H ouse Bill No. 30 w ith th is am endm ent.

I f  you  have any questions o r need further inform ation, please d o n ’t hesitate to contact m e.

S incerely,

W illiam  J. M usson, D irector
Petersburg Parks and R ecreation D epartm ent

cc: L.inda Snow , C ity M anager
Parks & R ecreation A dvisory  Board 
R epresentative K ubina 
R epresentative M ulder 
N ancy R obb, V aldez
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March 22, 1997

Senator Robin Taylor 
State Capital 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

D ear Mr. T aylor

Representative Mulder has introduced House Bill No. 30 - "An Act relating to civil 
liability for certain skating and cycling activities” . The issue o f liability for claims arising 
from the hazards inherent in skateboarding, in-line skating, cycling and other 
nonmotorized wheel-based activities is becoming increasingly important for municipalities 
around the state. The Wrangell Park, Recreation and Youth Board, and the Park and 
Recreation Department supports the passage o f this legislation.

Many municipalities are trying to create areas for these activities to happen in a 
constructive manner and eliminate the conflicts that occur on sidewalks, parking lots and 
other public areas. Passage o f legislation such as this, that will limit a municipality’s 
exposure to  liability for providing these facilities, will help us to expand positive 
recreational opportunities for the youth o f  our- community.

The Wrangell, Park, Recreation and youth Board, the Park and Recreation Department 
would like to  support an amendment to the foil owing Section o f House Bill No. 30:

Sec..05.50.040 Duties o f Municipalities, (c) A  Municipality shall clearly delineate 
the boundaries a municipal skating or cycling facility with fencing or another type 
o f  enclosing or surrounding structure.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT:

Sec. 05.50.040 Duties o f  Municipalities, (c) A municipality shall clearly delineate 
the boundaries o f  a  municipal skating or cycling facility.

Each municipality should have the ability to determine what is needed to  separate the 
facility form conflicting uses or hazardous conditions in their situations. A t the present 
time we, the Park Board, department and Teen Center ore trying to coordinate tire 
construction o f  a  covered playground. Once completed this area would be used for a 
number o f  recreational activities, one o f which would be a skate board park. With the 
"tight” dollar, additional cost would prohibit the completion o f this much needed faculty. 
Municipalities need to  be given the flexibility to determine what, if  any, fencing is required 
to provide a safe experience for their community.
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page 2

The City o f  Wrangell, the Park, Recreation and Youth Board, the Park and Recreation 
Department and those youths who have been working so hard in our community to  build a 
facility, strongly urges you to  support House Bill No. 30 with this amendment.

I f  you have any questions or need further information, please don’t  hesitate to  contact 
me.

Ron Koch
Director o f  Park and Recreation

cc: Representative Gene Kubina
State Capitol Rm. 406 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182
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5/4/97

F A X :  S en a to r R o b in  T a y lo r  465-3922 

R E : H B 3 0  

F R O M :  L in d a  E g a n

F o llo w in g  are  b r ie f notes to  yo n  en cou rag in g  y o u r su p p o rt o f H B  30. Th ese  
m essages w ere  w ritte n  a t a  Y o u th  Invo lvem ent D a y  h e ld  in  Ju n e a u  in  A p n L  (These  

notes w ere  ju s t g iven  to m e; I  rea lize  th ey  m ay h ave been m ore  tim e ly  tw o  w eeks 

ago, how ever, w anted  to  pass them  a lon g  to  you .)

Y o u r  su p p o rt is c ru c ia l to  the success o f  th e  ska teboard  p ro je c t m entioned  in  these  

m essages.

T h a n k  yo u  fo r  y o u r con sid era tio n .
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S t a t e  o f  a l a s k a  

L e g i s l a t i v e  a f f a i r s  a g e n c y

DIVISION OF PUBLIC SERVICES

RECEIVED may

DATE:, J m u l  3 Q J2 2 Z-

P le a s e  accep t the enclo sed  o r ig in a l( s )  o f w r it t e n  testim ony 

fo r  th e <Se.hC£fc' <jJuOJu-^ t e le co n fe ren c e  h ear in g  th a t was

scheduled  on —/\-pr'< i SO >  .

A copy o f th is  testim ony was tran sm itted  to  your conm ittee v i a

fax  on j \ p r , L  r^6, l££ [ 7_______ .

5  m
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Please enter into the record my testimony to the l/m/tetany
. n ComriCommittee Name

Committee on (/'I' r _2_______________ Dated tf'lo '^ 7 _________
B ill/  Subject
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

P lease  enter Into the record my testimony to the ^
committee name

committee on ^  & 3 0 __________________ dated .
bill/subject
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WORK D R A F T  WORK D R A FT  WORK D R A F T

S E N A T E  C S F O R  C S F O R  H O U S E  B IL L  N O . 30(JU D )

IN  TH E LEG ISLA TU RE O F  TH E STATE O F  A LA SK A

TW EN TIETH  LEG ISLA TU RE - FIRST SESSIO N

BY THE SENATE JUDICIARY CCiVlMITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVE MULDER

A BELL 

F O R  A N  A C T  E N T IT L E D  

" A n  A c t re la tin g  to  civil liab ility  fo r c e rta in  sk a tin g  a n d  cycling  ac tiv itie s ; a n d  

p ro v id in g  fo r  a n  effective d a te ."

B E  IT  E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S ec tio n  1. AS 09.65 is am ended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 09.65.075. M un ic ipa l indem nifica tion  fo r  sk a tin g  o r  cycling  ac tiv ities, 

(a) I f  final judgm en t aw arding com pensatory dam ages is en tered  against a 

m unicipality  in an action resulting from  an injury occurring at a m unicipal skating  or 

cycling facility, the state shall, subject to appropriation, reim burse the m unicipality  for 

any funds paid  by the m unicipality as required by the final judgm ent.

(b) In this section,

(1) "facility" does not include a trail used for skating  o r cycling;

(2) "injury" m eans property dam age, personal injury, o r death;

(3) "skating o r cycling" m eans skateboarding, cycling, coasting, roller- 

skating , or in-line skating or a com bination o f  those activities.

-1 - SCS CSHB 30 (JUD )
New T e x t  U n d e r l i n e d  [DELETED  TEXT BRACKETED]



2

3

* Sec . 2 . A PPLIC A B ILITY . This A ct applies to a civil action that accrues on o r after the 

e ffec tive  date  o f  this Act.

* Sec . 3 . T his A ct takes effect July 1, 1997.

WORK D R A F T  WORK D R A FT  0-LS0192\Q

SCS CSHB 30 (JUD ) -2-
New T e x t  U n d e r l i n e d  (DELETED  TEXT BRACKETED]



ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

Sen. Drue Pearce,Vice Chair \ State Capitol
Sen. Mike M iller Juneau, A K  99801-1182
Sen. Sean Parnell (907)465-3717
Sen. Johnny Ellis Fax: (907) 465-3922

Senate Judiciary Committee

INFORMATION RELATED TO: HB30

D i s t r i b u t e d  t o  S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r s



SENT BY: 0 4 -2 1 -9 7 03:54PM 90783524724 9074653922 8  1

Senator R ob in  Tay lor %
State C ap ito l B u ild ing, Room  30 X jg jg a d g .
Juneau, A K  99801-1182

D ear Senator Taylor:

P lease support H ouse B ill 30 - C iv il L ia b ility  fo r Certain Skating and C yc lin g  A ctiv ities. M a n y  o f  
us here in  V a ldez w ould like  to  build a Skate park but the C ity  w on’t allow s ue to  build  h  on  their 
property because o f  liab ility. R igh t now  the on ly place w e have to  skate is on  the sidew alks, 
streets and the concrete steps  in  front o f  the Museum , These areas are not very safe and w e’re  
often  to ld  not to  ride in  these places.

A» the V a ldez skating club, w e ask you to  support H ouse B ill 30 so  the C ity  w ill help us develop  
a safe area o f  our own. a  . 4  <> r  V "

^ < v w &

w iU ' i/ k w ' f i i t p

't Pv juCvA
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Phone:
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From :
C om p an y : A la sk a  T rave l A dven tu re s  

P h o n e : 907-789-Q052 
Fax : 907-789-1749

D ate: 
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1  H O U S E  B I L L  N O . 30 "

IN  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

T W E N T I E T H  

BY REPRESENTATIVE MULDER

L E G I S L A T U R E  - F IR S T  S E S S IO N

Introduced: 1/13/97
Referred: Labor and Commerce, Judiciary, Finance

A  B I L L  

F O R  A N  A C T  E N T I T L E D  

1 " A n  A c t  re  la  tin e  to c iv il lia b ility  fo r  ska teb o ard in g ; a n d  p ro v id in g  fo r  an  e ffective
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April 2 1 ,1 9 9 7

The Honorable Senator Robin Taylor, Chairman 
Senate Judiciary Committee 
State Capitol
Juneau, A laska 99801-1182 

Dear Senator Taylor:

As the creator o f the AML/JIA enabling legislation, you obviously understand the motivation and 
needs that led to the development o f the pool. And you certainly understand why the AML/JIA 
prides itself on not acting like an insurance company.

The AML/JIA Board o f Trustees, comprised o f municipal leaders, is under the same pressure all 
municipalities face from business owners, private landholders, and the recreational public to get 
skaters off the streets and into a safer, more appropriate place to skate. That is why the 
AMUJIA Board o f Trustees decided it was necessary to remove the skateboard exclusion from 
our general liability coverage.

The Board o f Trustees expected that Rep. Mulder’s bill would pass this year, and recognizing 
that it would take some time to actually build a skateboard park, the AML/JIA Board wanted the 
ability to provide coverage for skateboard parks.

If house bill 30 fails to pass the legislature this session, the AML/JIA Board o f Trustees will have 
to reconsider their decision to cover skateboard parks.

No matter what the Board o f Trustees ultimately decides regarding this coverage, non-member 
municipalities are still faced with high costs for coverage. Ketchikan, Petersburg, Sitka,
Juneau, Valdez, Homer, Anchorage, Fairbanks, and others all confront the same issue o f 
expensive o r unobtainable skateboard coverage in the conventional market.

The bill as it is currently written provides a measure o f comfort for municipalities. As long as 
cities or boroughs construct and maintain a safe facility, they will not be held responsible for the 
injuries o f patrons who ride beyond their ability level, o r fail to wear the basic personal 
protective gear that is required. Everyone, especially the users o f a facility like this, recognize 
that skating and trick-bike riding are inherently dangerous activities. House bill 30 codifies this.

P lease support municipalities’ efforts to protect our citizens, our visitors, and our young people. 
P lease support house bill 30.

Sincerely,

Rick Gifford, Chairman 
AML/JIA Board o f Trustees

In Alaska, call loll free: 1-600-337-3682 H b30 -1
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S enator R obin T ay lo r
State C apito l B uild ing , Room  30
Juneau , AK 99801-1182

D ear S enator T ay lor:

I am  w riting  to express m y suppo rt for H ouse Bill 30 - Civil L iability  for C ertain  Skating 
and C ycling  A ctiv ities. T his b ill, w hich is curren tly  before  your Jud iciary  C om m ittee 
for consideration , w ill enable  com m unities to expand positive recreational opportunities 
for ou r youth.

Y oung people th roughou t A laska are com peting with cars and pedestrians to use streets, 
s idew alks, park ing  lots and o ther public  areas for their skating activ ities. These 
cond itions a re  not only  unsafe, but create conflicts with build ing  ow ners and dam age 
pub lic  p roperty  that is no t intended for this type o f  use. The risks inherent in 
skateboard ing , in-line skating and o ther nonm otorized w heel-based activ ities, are 
cu rren tly  being assum ed by the individual in these hazardous settings. House Bill 30 will 
a llow  m unicipalities to crea te  safe, special-use recreational areas designed for the 
en joym en t and safety  o f  the participants.

T he C ity o f  V aldez urges you to take positive action on b eh a lf o f  the youth o f  our 
com m unity  and support H ouse Bill 30.

S incere ly ,

i fancy M . R obb, D irector 
V aldez Parks and R ecreation D ept.

P .O . B O X  3 0 7  • V A LD EZ , A LA SK A  9 9 6 8 6  
T E L E P H O N E  (9 0 7 ) 8 3 5 -4 3 1 3  •  T E L E C O P IE R  (9 0 7 ) 8 3 5 -2 9 9 2
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S enato r Robin Taylor 
S ta te  Capital 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

D ear M r. Taylor:

R epresentative M ulder has in troduced H ouse Bill No. 30 - “An A ct relating to  civil 
liability for certain skating and cycling activities” . The issue o f  liability for claims arising 
from  the  hazards inherent in skateboarding, in-line skating, cycling and other 
nonm otorized w heel-based activities is becom ing increasingly im portant fo r m unicipalities 
around the state. T he W rangell Park, R ecreation and Y outh  B oard , and the Park and 
R ecreation D epartm ent supports the passage o f  this legislation.

M any m unicipalities are  trying to  create areas fo r these activities to  happen in a 
constructive m anner and elim inate the conflicts that occur on sidew alks, parking lots =»nd 
o ther public areas. Passage o f  legislation such as this, that will limit a m unicipality’s 
exposure  to  liability fo r providing these facilities, will help us to  expand positive 
recreational opportunities fo r the youth o f  o u r comm unity.

The W rangell, Park, R ecreation and youth  B oard, the Park and R ecreation D epartm ent 
w ould  like to  support an am endm ent to  the follow ing Section o f  H ouse Bill No. 30:

Sec..05 .50.040 D uties o f  M unicipalities, (c) A M unicipality shall clearly delineate 
the boundaries a m unicipal skating o r cycling facility w ith fencing o r another type 
o f  enclosing o r  surrounding structure.

PR O PO SE D  A M EN D M EN T:

Sec. 05.50.040 D uties o f  M unicipalities, (c) A m unicipality shall clearly delineate 
the boundaries o f  a municipal skating o r cycling facility.

Each m unicipality should have the ability to  determ ine w hat is needed to  separate the 
facility form  conflicting uses o r hazardous conditions in their situations. At the present 
tim e w e, the Park B oard, departm ent and Teen C enter are trying to  coordinate the 
construction  o f  a covered playground. O nce com pleted this area  w ould be used for a 
num ber o f  recreational activities, one o f  which w ould be a skate  board park. W ith the 
“ tight” dollar, additional cost w ould prohibit the com pletion o f  this m uch needed faculty. 
M unicipalities need to  be given the flexibility to  determ ine w hat, if  any, fencing is required 
to  provide a safe experience for their comm unity.

O r b ' ^



T he City o f  W rangell, the Park, R ecreation and Y outh  B oard, the Park  and R ecreation 
D epartm ent and those youths w ho have been w orking so hard in ou r com m unity to  build a 
facility, strongly urges you to  support H ouse Bill No. 30 w ith this amendm ent.

I f  you have any questions o r need fi. rther inform ation, please d o n ’t hesitate to  contact 
me.

Sincerely,

R on  K och
D irecto r o f  Park and R ecreation

cc: R epresentative G ene Kubina
State Capitol Rm. 406 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182
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CITY OF SEWARD

April 18,1997

Senator R o b in  T a y lo r

SEWARD, ALASKA 99664
f.o . (o x  u r

•  Main Office (907) 224-3331
•  Police (907) 224-3338
•  Harbor (907) 224-3138

•  fire  (907) 224-3445
•  Telecopier (907) 224-3248

State C a p ita l B u ild in g , R oom  30  
Juneau, A K  99801-1182

D e a r Senator T a y lo r

T h e  C ity  o f  Sew ard supports H ou se B ill N um ber 30, "A n  A c t relating to  c iv il liab ility  fo r certain  
slcating and cycling  activ ities.”  Th e issue o f  liab ility  fo r claim s arising from  the inherent hazards o f  
skateboarding, in -line skating, b icyclin g  and other non-m otorized, w heel-based activ ities is  
im portant to  a ll m unicipalities.

In Sew ard w e  have a  reputation fo r caring fo r our youth. La st year w e  constructed a  skate park  
fo r  tw o  reasons. W e  wanted to  g ive the k ids a designated, safe, v is ib le  p lace to  practice  their 
chosen sport. W e  also needed to  m ove the users out o f  busy pedestrian areas fike  sidew alks, 
parking lo ts  ant com m unity plazas. W e  fc h  w c  d id  a  great thing w hen w e  b u ilt the park.

H ow ever, the restrictions placed on  the users by ou r insurance carrier Kmrt their attendance. K id s  
w h o m ay otherw ise crijoy the park sta y  aw ay  because tliey  are re q u ire d  to  w e a r 4  p ieces o f  
sa fe ty  g e a r and sign a  detailed U se  A greem ent Unfortunately, w e are still not provid ing a 
requested recreation site to  the users w ho asked. I  am  positive that H ou se  B ill N o . 3 0 -  as 
am ended - w ill reduce the battles our com m unity da ily  feces am ong skateboarders, bikers, city  
o ffic ia ls  and concerned citizens.

P lease  h e lp  us g ive  th e  yo u th  exactly  w h a t th e y  h ave asked fo r. R ig h t now , w e  either have a 
fow  Jdds w h o  sneak onto the court, o r w e  have c ity  o fficia ls drop by to  chase them  o f f  the fa c ility  
because they are not property attired (and refuse to  w ear tho free gear w e  have purchased fo r  

t hem ) and have not had a U se  Agreem ent signed by their parents. It's  a sad circum stance to  have 
com e so d o se  to  a  solution, but to  have failed. W e  know  from  experience that the athletes w ho  
choose these sports are a lre a d y  know ledgeab le  ab o u t the in h eren t risks. They purposefu lly  
choose to  participate w ithout a park; thus are a lre a d y  assum ing  th e ir  person a l lia b ility .

T h e  C ity  o f  Sew ard strongly urges you  to  support H ou se B ill N um ber 30 as amended. W e  thank 
y o u  fo r  y o u r thoughtful consideration o f  th is im portant youth  issue.

S incerely,

•Lbuis A  B cucard ino , M a y o r  
C ity  o f  Sew ard

S E W A R D , A L A S K A

Poot-tt’1 brand fax transmittal memo 7571
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CITY OF SEWARD
PjO. BOX IfJ

SEWARD, ALASKA 99664

•  Main Office (907 ) 224-3331
•  Police (907) 224-3338

•  Harbor (907 ) 224-3138 
9  Fire (907 ) 224-3445
•  Pax (907 ) 224-3248

M a rch  2 4 ,1 9 9 7

Senator R o b in  T a y lo r M a jo rity  f  oader, Jud iciary  
State C ap ita l R oom  30 
Juneau, A K  99801-1182

1-907-465-3922

D ear Senator R o b in  T a y lo r

Representative M u ld e r introduced H ou se  B ill N um ber 30, “A n  A c t  relating to  d v fl liab ility  fo r  
certain  skating and cyclin g  activities.*' Th e  issue o f  liab ility  fo r  claim s arising from  the inherent 
hazards o f  skateboarding, in-fine skating, b icycling  and other non-m otorized, w heel-based 
activ ities is  im portant to  a ll m unicipalities. Th e  C ity  o f  Sew ard supports the passage o f  th is 

leg islation.

M a n y  com m unities are researching the issues in  an attem pt to  create areas fo r  these activ ities to  
serve users in  a constructive maimer w hich  w ou ld  elim inate the con flicts w h ich  presently o ccu r on  
sidew alks, parking lo ts  and com m unity plazas. W hen the State o f  A laska passes H ou se  B ill 
N um ber 30, it  w ill p lace a  lim it to  a  m unicipality’s exposure to  liab ility  fo r  p rovid in g  these 
facilities. Then  com m unities can expand positive recreational opportunities fo r the youth  and 
active  adults in  our cities and tow ns across the state.

T h e  C ity  o f  Sew ard supports an amendment to  the fo llow in g  section o f  H o u se  B ill N o . 30:

Sec. 05.50.040 Duties o f Municipalities: ( c )  A municipality shall clearly delineate the 
boundaries o fa  municipal skating or cycling facility mihf encing  or  another t ype of  
enclosing or sturotmtSttg  structure.
PROPOSED AMENDMENT;
Sec. 05.50.040 D u tie s  o f  M u n ic ip a lit ie s . ( c  )  A  m u n ic ip a lity  sh a ll d e a r ly  d e lin ea te  
th e  b ou n d aries o f  a  m u n ic ip a l sk a tin g  o r  c y d in g  fa c ility .

E a ch  m unicipality m ust have the ab ility  to  determ ine what, i f  anything, is  required to  separate the  
fa c ility  from  cou Jictin g  uses o r hazardous conditions. F o r  example; in  Sew ard, o u r skate court 
has been designed into an existing recreational area. Trees, h ills, physical distance and other such  
planning separates the court from  the horse shoe p it, p icn ic  pavilion , and! ou tdoor vo lleyba ll court. 
A  new  playground is  planned fo r th is Adam s Street Recreation A rea  later th is  spring. O u r design  
a llow s fo r a  very sm ooth transition in to  the w d l-used  b ike path. Th e current proposed  

requirem ent w ou ld  lim it the b ike path access; require a non-budgeted fence, detract from  the v ie w  
o f  R esurrection  B ay , upset the balance o f  the recreation design and cause com m unity discord.
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H o u se  B ill N o . 30  / R ecreation Indem nification  
P ag e  2

L o c a l gcrvernment has the expertise to  safely provide recreation opportunities; they m ust be 
provided  the flex ib ility  to  determ ine the park boundaries.

T h e  C ity  o f  Sew ard strongly urges you  to  support H ouse B ill Num ber 3 0 w ith  this amendment. 
A ttached  please find  a  copy o f  C ity  o f  Seward Resolution  N o . 96-077 , A u thorizing  the 
D evelopm ent o f  a  Skate P ark  and Appropriating  Funds and C ity  o f  Sew ard Reso lu tion  N o . 96- 
150, Estab lish in g  P rio rities fo r the State Leg isla tive Program . R eso lu tion  96-150 includes prio rity  
num ber nine, Support fo r  Recreation  F a c ility  Indem nification B ifl.

I f  yo u  have any questions o r need further inform ation, please fe d  free to  contact me.

Sew ard  Parks &  Recreation  Departm ent 

S E W A R D , A L A S K A

Attachm ents

K a rin  Sturdy  
P O  B o x  0167  
Sew ard, A K  99664-0167  
(907) 224-4057  
fa x  224-4053
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CITY OF SEWARD

A p ril 18 ,1997

SEWARD, ALASKA 9966*

•  Main Office (907) 224-3931

•  Polk* (907) 224-3338

•  Harbor (907) 224-3138
•  Rre (907) 224-3445

•  Telecopier (907) 224-324*

Senator R o b in  T a y lo r
State C ap ita l B u ild ing ; R oom  30
Juneau, A K  99801-1182

D e a r Senator T a y lo r

Representative M u ld e r introduced H ou se B ill N um ber 30, “A n  A c t relating to  c iv il lia b ility  fo r  
certain skating and cycling  activities.”  T h e  issue o f  liab ility  fo r claim s arising from  the inherent 
hazards o f  skateboarding, in-line skating, b icycling  and other non-m otorized, w heel-based 

activ ities is  im portant to  a ll m unicipalities. T h e  C it y  o f  Sew ard  su pports th is  le g is la tio n .

M a n y  com m unities are researching thu issues in  an attem pt to  create areas fo r  these activ ities to  
serve users in  a  co n stru ctive  m an n e r w hich  w ou ld  e lim in a te  th e  co n flic ts  w h ich  presently occu r 
o n  sidew alks, parking lo ts and plazas. W hea the State o f  A laska  passes H ou se B iU  N um ber 30, it  
w ill lim it a  m unicipa lity 's exposure to  liab ility  fo r provid ing these facilities. Th en  com m unities can  
expand positive  recreational opportunities fo r  the youth and active adults in  o u r cities and tow ns 
across the state. A th le te s  a lread y  assum ed th e ir  ow n risk s  an d  lia b ilit ie s  w hen they decided to  
purchase a  skateboard, b ike and rollerblades. H e lp  tow ns sim ply provide a  p lace to  recreate.

In Sew ard, ou r skate court has been designed in to  a  recreational area. T h e  restrictions placed  
upon  the users b y  our insurance carrier lim it the ir attendance. E d s  w ho m ay otherw ise enjoy the 

park sta y  aw ay b< cau se  they are re q u ire d  to  w e a r 4 p ieces o f  sa fe ty  g ear and sign a  detailed  
U se  Agreem ent. U nfortunately, w e are still n ot provid ing  a  requested recreation site to  the users 
w ho asked. I  am  positive  that H ou se  B ill N o . 30 -  as am ended - w iH reduce the battles our 
com m unity da ily  faces am ong skateboarders, bikers, city  o ffic ia ls and concerned citizens. P lease  
h e lp  ixs g ive  th e  yo u th  exactly  w h a t th e y  h ave  asked  fo r.

Th e  C ity  o f  Sew ard strongly urges you to  support H ou se  B ill Num ber 30 as am ended. A ttached  
please fin d  a  copy o f  C ity  o f  Sew ard R eso lu tion  N o . 96-077, A u thorizing  the D evelopm ent o f  a 
Skate P a rk  and A ppropriating  Funds and C ity  o f  Seward R esolu tion  N o . 96-150, Estab lish ing  
P rio rities fo r  the State Leg is la tive  Program . R eso lu tion  96-150 includes p rio rity  num ber nine, 
Support fo r  Recreation  F a c ility  Indem nification BI1L I f  you  have any question* o r need further 
in form ation, please fe d  free to  contact me.

fXwfrtt’" brand fax trarwmittal memo 7871 #ofp^»i

S E W A R D , A L A S K A  
Attachm ents
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S p o n s o r e d  b y :  C fengni

C I T Y  O F  S E W A R D , A L A S K A  
R E S O L U T I O N  N O - 96-150

A  R E S O L U T I O N  O F  T H E  C I T Y  C O U N C I L  O F  T H E  C I T Y  
O F  S E W A R D , A L A S K A , E S T A B L I S H I N G  P R O J E C T S  A N D  
P R I O R I T I E S  F O R  T H E  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T I V E  P R O G R A M

W H E R E A S , the adm inistration has p rovided  the projects and p rio ritie s  lis t  fo r  the 1997 

State Leg is la tive  session; and

W H E R E A S , fo llo w in g  a  w ork session h e ld  by the C o u n c il o n  N ovem ber 4 ,1 9 9 6 , it  w as 
determ ined that the fo llow in g  projects are foe C r t/ s  priorities fo r  the upcom ing  leg is la tive  session:

1. A la sk a  R a ilroad  D o ck  Im provem ents
2. Spring  C reek  Correctional Center Expansion
3. N orth  Forest A cres Road

4. East H arbor E x p a n s io n -M a tch in g  Funds fo r D esig n
5. Support o f  M arin e  Fu e l T a x  D esignation  to M arina/Port M a in tenance

6. A la sk a  R a ilroad  D o ck  N orth  A ccess R oad
7. Support o f  C ap ita l Projects M atch in g  Grants Program
3. Sew ard L ife  A ctio n  C o u n c il F a c ility  Construction  Funds

9. Support fo r  Recreation F a c ility  Indem nification  B ill

N O W , T H E R E F O R  5, B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  C I T Y  C O U N C I L  O F  T H E  C I T Y  
O F  S E W A R D , A L A S K A , th a t

S e ctio n  L  Th e  lis t o f  leg islative  projects is  hereby declared to  be the o ffic ia l leg is la tive  
p rio rity  lis t  fo r the C ity  o f  Sewazd fo r the 1997 Leg is la tive  Session.

S ection  2. T h is  resolution  shall take e ffect im m ediately upon its  adoption.

P A S S E D  A N D  A P P R O V E D  by the C ity  C o u n c il o f  the c ity  o f  Sew ard, A la sk a , th is 25th 
day o f  N ovem ber, 1996.

T H E  C I T Y  O F  S E W A R D , A L A S K A
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RECREATION FACILITY INDEMNIFICATION BILL

Pub lic agencies that sponsor recreation program s and facffitk s face  liab ility  form  legal actions related  
to  personal uyury b y  those using program s and/or facilities. A part from  p u b lic  costs invo lved  in  
rep lacin g  playground equipm ent item s that m ay have safety flaw s w hich  reduce pu b lic liab ility , 
agencies are being asked to  provide new  types o f  facilities fo r  high-risk activ ities such as skaters' 
paries fo r in -line skaters and skateboarders.

In previous year’s legislative session, a  b ill was sponsored to  relieve pub lic agencies o f  liab ilities from  
in juries sustained at such facilities as skater's parts. T h e  b ill progressed through the leg islative  
process yet w as not com pleted fo r  adoption before the session ended.

R ecom m endation :

That the C ity  support any leg islative action  that a llow s levels o f  liab ility  protection  from  personal 
in jury claim s fo r use o f  h igh-risk sports facilities.



R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  E l d o n  M u l d e r
D i s t r i c t  2 3  M u l d o o n - F t . R i c h a r d s o n

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

SPONSOR STATEM ENT 
SCS CS HB 30 (L&C)

b y  
R ep resen tative  E ld o n  M u ld e r

H B  3 0  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e .

T h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e ,  C i t y  a n d  B o r o u g h  o f  J u n e a u  a n d  s e v e r a l  

o t h e r  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  w o u l d  l ik e  to  c r e a t e  s k a t i n g  a n d  c y c l i n g  p a r k s  s o  

s k a t e r s  a n d  c y c l e r s  w i l l  h a v e  a  p l a c e  t o  r i d e ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  u s i n g  a r e a s  

d e s i g n e d  f o r  p e d e s t r i a n s .  T h e  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  d e v e l o p  a r e a s  
s u i t a b l e  f o r  s k a t i n g  a n d  c y c l i n g  i f  t h e y  c a n  b e  i n s u l a t e d  f r o m  l i a b i l i t y  f o r  

c l a i m s  a r i s i n g  f r o m  h a z a r d s  i n h e r e n t  i n  s k a t i n g  a n d  c y c l i n g .

T h e  i n t e n t  o f  H B  3 0  is  t o  e n c o u r a g e  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  t o  p r o c e e d  w i t h  

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a r e a s  f o r  o u t d o o r  r e c r e a t i o n  w i t h o u t  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e i r  

l i a b i l i t y  u n n e c e s s a r i l y .  T h i s  b i l l  a p p l i e s  o n l y  to  m u n i c i p a l  s k a t i n g  a n d  

c y c l i n g  p a r k s .

T h i s  b i l l  i s  p a t t e r n e d  a f t e r  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  p a s s e d  p r o v i d i n g  t h i s  l i m i t e d  
p r o t e c t i o n  t o  s k i  a r e a s .  T h e  p r o t e c t i o n  f r o m  l i a b i l i t y  r e l a t e s  t o  i n h e r e n t  

d a n g e r s  a n d  r i s k s  o f  s k a t i n g  a n d  c y c l i n g .  T h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  
p o s t  s i g n s  w a r n i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  i n h e r e n t  r i s k s  t o  s k a t i n g  a n d  c y c l i n g  a n d  

t h e  l i a b i l i t y  r e s t s  w i t h  t h e  s k a t e r  a n d  c y c l e r .

a . ...... State C apitol • Juneau. A laska 99801-1182 • P hone (907) 465-2647 • FAX  (907) 465-3518
h A venue * A nchorage, A laska 99501-2133 • Phone (907) 258-8193 • FAX  (907) 258-5511 

SPONSOR STATEMENT



L E G A L  S E R V I C E S

'907) 465-3867 or 465-2450 
XX (907' 465-2029 

Stop 3101

DIVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 

STATE OF ALASKA
130 Seward Street, Suite 409
Juneau, Alaska 99801-2105

M E M O R A N P U  M January 23, 1997

S U B JE C T : Sectional Sum m ary  o f  HB 30

T O : R epresentative Eldon M ulder 
Attn: D ennis D eW itt /F R O M : M ichael F. Ford (y 
L egislative C ounsel

Y ou have requested a sectional sum m ary  o f  the above-described bill.

As a prelim inary matter, note that a sectional sum m ary o f  a bill should not be considered  an 
authoritative interpretation o f  the bill and the bill itse lf is the best statem ent o f  its contents. 
I f  you  w ould like an in terp reta tion  o f  the bill as it m ay apply to a particu lar set o f  
circum stances, please advise.

Sec. 05,50.010. - Prohibits a person  from  bringing a law suit against a m unicipality , for an 
injury resulting from an inherent danger and risk o f  skateboarding at a m unicipal 
skateboarding facility.

Sec. 05.50.020. - D escribes the effec t o f  a violation o f  AS 05.50. A m unicipality  or o ther 
person who violates AS 05.50 is negligent and civilly liable to the extent the violation causes 
injury or property damage. Provides that if an injury occurs and an inherent danger and risk 
o f  skateboard ing  was a con tribu to ry  factor o r the injured person violated a provision  o f  
AS 05.50, that a m unicipality is no t liable unless the m unicipality also v iolated  a  provision 
o f  A S 05.50.

Sec. 05.50,030. - Sets out the du ties o f  a person who uses a municipal skateboarding facility.

Sec. 05.50.040. - Requires that m unicipalities m aintain a sign system  for protection and 
instruction o f  skateboarders.

Sec. 05 .50.050. - Sets out the du ties and responsibilities o f  a skateboarder w ho uses a 
m unicipal skateboarding facility.

S ec tion  1

SECTIONAL ANALYSIS



Sec. 05.50.060. - Requires that a m unicipality m ust allow  a person participating  in a 
skateboard  com petition  to visually  inspect the course or area. P rovides that a person 
partic ipa ting  in a skateboard com petition assum es certain risks and cannot hold  the 
m unicipality  liable for the assum ed risks.

Sec. 05 .50.100. - Definitions.

S ection  2. A pplicability  section.

S ection  3. E ffective date.

R ep re sen ta tiv e E ld o n M u ld e r

Janua ry 23 , 1997

Page 2

M FFrjdr
97-042.jdr
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DATE: 3/18/97 FURTHEFL<Jud iciary

DATE TURN ED
IN TO  O FF IC E : <7- ^ -I  ^

Labor and Com m erce Comm ittee considered C S  FO R  H O USE  BILL NO. 3 0 (F IN )

“An Act relating to civil liability fo r certain skating and cycling activities/and providing fo r an effective 
date."

and recom m ends:

I A be re p la c e d  w itli^cT /^  CS l-i fS ^ T -1_________

| | adopt p r e v i o u s  C S _____________________________

I | attached am endm ent(s)

I | adopt Letter of Intent b y ________________________ Committee

I | further referral to th e ___________________________ Committee

>

.^ S e n a te  Bill:
I j+|' sam e title 

j new  title 
H o u se  Bill:

 (__________) | ✓] sam e title
I j technical change 
I | new: SCR"

Previous Committee ~
Report(s) 1 , 0  s c a  e  i n c l u d e  f i s c a l  notes nccompnimim ( I ' o v e r n n r ' . s  bill
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ANCHORAGE 626 F Street, Suite 100 ■ Anchorage. Alaska 99501 ■ Tel (907) 258-2625 ■ Fax (907) 279-3615 

JUNEAU 217 Second Street, Suite 200 ■ Juneau, Alaska 99801 ■ Tel (907) 586-3222 ■ Fax (907) 463-5480

April 16, 1997

The Honorable Senator Robin Taylor, Chairman 
Senate Judiciary Committee 
State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 

Dear Senator Taylor:

The Alaska Municipal League Joint Insurance Association (AML/JIA) supports SCS CSHB 
30(L&C), “An Act relating to civil liability for certain skating and cycling activities; and providing 
for an effective date."

Municipalities are under pressure from business owners, private land holders, and 
skateboarders themselves to provide a safe, healthful place fo r skating. Still, they are afraid to 
do so fo r fear o f liability. Presently, skateboarders ride in illegal or inappropriate areas and 
have no legal recourse in case o f injury. Municipalities are rightfully concerned about assuming 
the liability for designating a place to skate that is challenging enough to attract skaters.
House bill 30 benefits everyone by enabling municipalities to provide a safer place for kids to 
skate and making the streets safer for pedestrians and private land holders.

Although originally thought to be a fad in the 1960 ’s, skateboarding is more popular than ever. 
There are more than 6 .2 million skateboarders in the U.S. according to the International 
Association of Skateboard Companies. In-line skating is even more popular: industry 
estimates are that nearly 30 million people will be in-line skaters this year.

Skateboarding took a major turn in the late 1970 ’s, when the “Ollie" was born (the ability to turn 
the board in mid-air). Now, skateboarders get their board off the ground and onto benches, 
planters, curbs, walls, steps, handrails, and othei common features o f the urban environment.

This kind o f skating is especially dangerous, posing threats to people and property. 
Disregarding for the moment the obvious hazards to themselves, consider the collisions with 
bikers, pedestrians, and cars that kill and seriously injure skateboarders and others. In 
addition, property damage to municipal and private property can be substantial, when skaters 
find a really cool spot to ply their sport.

Skater’s realize that the sport is inherently dangerous, and are supportive o f measures to 
provide safer, less obtrusive places to ride. Insurers also recognize the inherent dangers 
associated with skating. At present, every commercial general liability package for 
municipalities or school districts I am aware of specifically exclude skateboard parks.
According to Gallagher-Heffernan Insurance, separate policies are available at a cost o f 
$10 ,000 to $20 ,000 depending on deductible levels. This is consistent with other figures I have 
seen from other sources.

In Alaska, call toll free: 1-800-337-3682 HB30 -  Senate Judiciary2.doc

PUBLIC COMMENT
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Because o f this skateboard park exclusion, the high cost of stand alone endorsements, and the 
general paranoia surrounding skateboard parks, municipalities are afraid to provide these 
facilities fo r their citizens.

As you know, the AML/JIA is a member-driven self-insurance pool, and as such is typically less 
conservative than a commercial insurance company when providing coverage. In July o f last 
year, the AML/JIA Board of Trustees, feeling the same pressures that other municipalities are 
feeling, wrestled with whether or not to remove the skateboard exclusion. Expecting that Rep. 
Mulder’s bill would pass this year, and recognizing that it would take some time to actually build 
a skateboard park, the AML/JIA Board chose to provide the coverage. The board realized they 
could reconsider their decision and exclude skateboarding again if the bill failed to pass.

Regardless o f whether or not the AML/JIA provides this coverage, many non-member 
municipalities are still faced with steep costs for coverage. Ketchikan, Petersburg, Sitka, 
Juneau, Valdez, Homer, Anchorage, and Fairbanks, just to name a few -  all face the same 
problem o f no coverage or expensive coverage.

Skating on the streets represents a hazard to everybody. A laska’s youth need safe places to 
recreate. Municipalities and schools want to provide these opportunities. Everybody, including 
the user groups, recognize the inherent dangers o f skateboarding and in-line skating. P lease 
support this bill, which will help all o f us accomplish this.

Either myself o r Kevin Smith, AML/JIA Juneau Branch Manager, is available to answer 
questions on this issue.

Steve E. Wells 
Executive Director

cc Rick Gifford, AML/JIA Board of Trustees 
Rep. Eldon Mulder, Alaska State House 
Kevin Ritchie, AML Executive Director

Sincerely,

HB30 -  Senate Judiciary2.doc
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M u n i c i p a l i t y  

' o f  

A n c h o r a g e

P.O. Pox 196650 
Anchorage, Alaska 99519-6650

R i c k  M y s t r u m ,  M a y o r

D E P A I O T D O T  O F  C L X T U K A L  A N J )  K E C R E A T IO X A L  SERVICES

April 11,1997
Senator Robin Taylor
State. Capital Building, Room 30
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182
Dear Senator .Taylor, •
This letter is in support of House Bill 30 - Civil Liability for Certain Skating 
and Cycling Activities. This bill, which is currently before your Judiciary 
Committee, would 'allow the Municipality of Anchorage to construct new and 
varied recreational activities for youth.
This bill will not excuse cities or municipalities from liability. As far as the 
Municipality of Anchorage is concerned, construction, maintenance and , 
upkeep of a facility whether a skateboard park or multi-use trail is our 

• responsibility and we would continue to accept that liability'with passage of 
this bill. • .
The Municipality of Anchorage urges you to approve House Bill 30 on behalf 
of .the youth of Anchorage. Attached are resolutions from the Anchorage 
Assembly, the Anchorage Chamber of Commerce and the Anchorage Youth 
Commission who also endorse passage of House Bill 30.
Thank you for your consideration. If you or your staff have any questions on' 
the above please do not hesitate to call me at 343-4480. • -

Sincerely,

 --

Constance JR. Jones ■ ■ ' • *
Director, Cultural & Recreational Services
cc  ' Representative Mulder 

Representative Kubina
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CLERK'S- OFFICE .
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-------
 ANCHORAGE, ALASKA

AR NO. 97- 63

S u b m itted  by : Assemblymembers MEYER. Abney, 
Begich, Bell, Carlson, Von Cemmingen, 

and Wohlforth •
P re p a re d  by : Assembly Policy and Budget Office 
F o r re a d in g : March 25 , 1997

10 A RESOLUTION OF THE ANCHORAGE MUNICIPAL A SSEM BLY  SU PPO RTIN G  AND
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W HEREAS, th e  youth population in A nchorage is growing a t  twice th e  ra te  of th e  
overall population ,'and  statistics h ave  shown, th a t juvenile crim e is a lso  increasing; an d  .

• * 1
W HEREAS, identifying, activities for our youth can  a s s is t  in elim inating th e  

opportunities to  commit crim es; and

W HEREAS, like alpine skiing, skateboarding is an  active an d  growing sport, In which 
m any o f ou r youth a re  participating; and

W HEREAS, there  is significant community in terest in th e  construction o f a  Municipal
skateboard ing  park; and

• • • #

WHEREAS, skateboarding includes num erous u n ch a llen g eab le  risks of Injury th a t 
th e  Municipality of A nchorage can  b e  held liable for; and

W HEREAS, during th e  First S ession  of th e  Tw entieth Legislature, R ep resen ta tiv e  
M ulder Introduced H ouse Bill No. 30, which would insu la te  m unicipalities from  claim s 
arising from h aza rd s  inherent in skateboarding; and

W HEREAS, on February 2 5 ,1 9 9 7 , th e  A nchorage Youth Advisory C om m ission  
p a s s e d .a  resolution requesting th a t H ouse Bill.30 b e  approved  " w i t h o u t  d e l a y . ”

NOW, THEREFORE, th e  A nchorage A ssem bly reso lves:

'. S ec tio n  l : T h a t the Municipality of A nchorage supp o rts  arid en co u rag es  p a s s a g e  
of H ouse  Bill No. 30 relating to  civil liability for skateboard ing .

S e c t io n  2: T hat a  copy of this resolution be  forw arded to  th e  A laska S ta te  
Legislature and  th e  G overnor upon p a ssa g e  arid approval.

PASSED  AND APPROVED by th e  A nchorage Municipal A ssem bly this __25thday 
of March 1997.

ATTEST:

£
cipal Clerk / )

EGJ/1997RESOIUTTONS/AR14
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M u n i c i p a l :

A n c h o r a

j:" \\ Telephone: (007) 343-4906
T \  J  Fa* (807) 8W-4583

Rick Mystrom. Mayor

P.O . Hox 19(5(550 
Anchorage. A laska 99519-0650

ANCHORAGE YOUTH ADVISORY COMMISSION

A  R E S O L U T IO N  IN  S U P P O R T  O F  H O U S E  B IL L  30
R E L A T IN G  T O  C IV IL  L IA B IL IT Y  F O R  S K A T E B O A R D IN G

WHEREAS, the Municipality of Anchorage and the State of 
Alaska report that the population of children arid youth is growing at 
twice the rate of the overall population, and

WHEREAS, youth need a 'variety o f safe and accessible 
recreational opportunities in our communities, and m.

WHEREAS, youth need positive' actions from their elected 
. officials which reflect the value our leaders place on the needs of 

• .youth, and
WHEREAS, skateboarding is growing in popularity and is a . 

recognized and accepted sport, arid
WHEREAS, House Bill 30 will encourage local:governments to 

construct safe skateboard parks for their youth.

Now, therefore, the Anchorage Youth Advisory Commission resolves:.

Section 1. That the House and Senate approve without 
delay the provisions of House Bill 30, * An, Act relating to civil liability 
for skateboarding; and providing for an effective date. "■

Passed agd approved by the Anchorage Youth Advisory Commission
. this - 2 5  day of , 1997.

Chair
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A n ch o ra g e - S la r o f t h e N o r t h  
C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e rc e

A n c h o r a g e  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e
R e s o l u t i o n  9 C /9 7 -1 S  • ,  •

I u  S u p p o r t  o f  H o u s e  B i l l  3 0  
“A n  A c t  R e l a t i n g  t o  C iv i l  L i a b i l i t y  F o r  S k a t e b o a r d i u g M

■ W H E R E A S , t h e  A n c h o ra g e  C h a m b e r  o f  C om m e rc e ’s  m is s io n  i s  to  “ M a k e  A n c h o ra g e  a  
b e t t e r  p la c e  t o  l iv e ,  w o rk  and . d o  b u s in e s s  p r o f i t a b ly  t h r o u g h  th e  p rom o t io n , o f  econom ic* 
c iv ic  a n d  s o c ia l d e v e lo p m e n t o f  o u r  c i t y 0, a n d

W H E R E A S ,  a c h ie v in g  th e  m is s io n , i n  p a r t ,  d e p en d s  u p o n  t h e  a v a i la b i l i t y  o f  a  v a r i e t y  o f  
r e c r e a t i o n a l a n d  c u lt u r a l o p p o r tu n i t ie s  t h a t  a p p e a l t o  a l l  a g e  g ro u p s  i n  o u r  c o m m u n ity , 
a n d  '

W H E R E A S , i t  i s  im p o r ta n t  to  in c re a s e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  p o s itiv  e  a n d  h e a l th y  a c t i v i t i e s . 
t h a t  o u r  y o u th  e p jo y  a n d  p a r t ic ip a te  ir>, a n d

w h E R K A S ,  s k a te b o a rd in g  b e c om e  a n  in c r e a s in g ly  p o p u la r  a n d  a c c ep te d  s p o r t  i n  
o u r  c o m m u n ity , a n d

"W H E R E A S , M u n ic ip a l fu n d in g  f o r  a  p ro p o s e d  s k a te b o a rd  p a r k  i n  A n c h o ra g e  w i l l  b e  
m a tc h e d  b y  d o n a t io n s  f r o m  th e  p r iv a t e  s e c to r  i n  th e  f o rm  o f  m a t e r i a ls  a n d  la b o r ,  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  H o u s e  B i l l  3 0  w o u ld  in s u la t e  m u n ic ip a li t ie s  f r o m  c la im s  a r i s in g  f r o m  
h a z a r d s  a s s o c ia t e d  w i th  s k a te b o a rd  p a r k s ,  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  b o t h  th e  A n c h o ra g e  Y o u t h  C o m m is s io n  a n d  t h e  A n c h o ra g e  A s s e m b ly  h a v e  
p a s s e d  r e s o lu t i o n s  e n d o r s in g  th e  p a s s a g e  o f  H o u s e  B i l l  3 0 ;

T H E R E F O R E  B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  th e  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  o f  t h e  A n c h o ra g e  C h a m ­
b e r  o f  C o m m e rc e  s u p p o r t s  th e  p a s s a g e  o f  H o u s e  B i l l  3 0 .  "A n  A c t R e la t i n g  T o  C i v i l  
L i a b i l i t y  F o r  S k a te b o a rd in g .*

1 A p p ro v e d : A p r i l  4 , 1 9 9 7

 &  -  •2 'W ’X -  --------- ,
T orn . W i l l i a m s ,  1 9 9 6 / 9 7  C h a i r  C a r o l  H e y m a n < P re s id e n t

• . 441 West 5th Avenue, Suite 300, Anchorage, Alaska 99501-2309 (907) 272-2401 FAX (907) 272-4117
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January 23, 1997

Representative Eldon Mulder 
Alaska State Legislature 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Re: House Bill No. 30. “An Act relating to civil liability for skateboarding” 

Dear Eldon:

There is significant community interest in a municipal skateboard park and 
our 1997 Capital Improvement Budget includes plans for construction of 
one.

Like alpine skiing, skateboarding is an active sport that includes numerous 
inherent risks of injury. Before construction of a municipal skateboard 
park, the Municipality of Anchorage desires adoption of a statute that would 
insulate it from claims arising from the hazards inherent in skateboarding.

House Bill 30 helps fulfill that need and will eliminate a roadblock to the 
completion of this long awaited facility.

Thank you for your assistance with this leg:slation.

Sincerely,

"( ill/ of IJi/hts and Flowers"



M U N I C I P A L I T Y  O F  A N C H O R A G E
1 9 9 7  L E G I S L A T I V E  P R O G R A M

LEGISLATIVE ISSU E S

TITLE: Im m u n ity  f ro m  Civil L iab ility  fo r  S k a te b o a rd in g  A c c id e n ts

In a n  effort to  b ro a d e n  rec rea tio n a l opportunities, th e  M unicipality of A n ch o rag e  
m ay  co n s tru c t a  sk a teb o a rd in g  facility. However, given th e  significant in h e ren t 
risks of sk a teb o a rd in g , th e  M unicipality believes th a t im m unity from  law suits arising 
o u t of th e s e  risks sh o u ld  b e  a d o p te d  by s ta te  s ta tu te . T h e  M unicipality su p p o rts  
im m unity la n g u ag e , su c h  a s  th a t con ta in ed  in HB 291 in th e  la s t s e s s io n , w hich 
p ro p o s e s  am en d in g  Title 5 , C h a p te r  50  to  specifically a d d re s s  liability a s s o c ia te d  
with sk a te b o a rd in g  a c c id e n ts ; th is  p ro p o sed  legislation is sim ilar to  th e  im m unity 
w hich a lre a d y  ex ists  fo r ski a r e a  o p era to rs. Additionally, HB 291 w ould im p o se  
d u tie s  u p o n  s k a te b o a rd e rs  to  p ro tec t th e m se lv es  from injury.

C o n ta c t:  A nn W aller R e sc h
D eputy  M unicipal A ttorney 

P h o n o : 3 4 3 -4 5 4 5

2 - 2 3



C IT Y /B O R O U G H  O F JU N E A U
^  ALASKA'S CAPITAL CITY

OFFICE OF THE MA YOR

January  27, 1997

T he H onorable Eldon M ulder 
R epresentative 
A laska  State Legislature 
A laska  State Capital, Rm  501 
Juneau , A laska 99801-1182

R E : H o u se  B ill 30
/ I  O '

D ear R epresentative M ulder:

O n behalf o f  the City &  Borough o f  Juneau A ssem bly, I am writing to express our support for House 
B ill 30, pending legislation lim iting m unicipal liability for skate park operation . T he in troduction  
o f  this bill is tim ely for Juneau’s youth: a  group o f  students from Juneau  D ouglas H igh  School has 
undertaken a class project to construct a skate facility on borough land. O f  concern  to the B orough 
A ssem bly  is liability for skate park operation.

In their proposal for the skate park, the youth included a sum m ary o f  survey data substan tia ting  the 
need for the facility. From  the data they gathered at three schools, w e learned that over 80%  o f  our 
you th  ro ller skate, in-line skate, skate board or B M X  bike. We suspect that recreation patterns in 
Ju n eau  are sim ilar to those in o ther A laskan com m unities. Like o ther m unicipalities, w e have no 
fac ility  to accom m odate these activities. A n A laska law  lim iting a m un ic ipa lity ’s exposure  to 
liab ility  for park operation w ill go a  long way tow ards enabling us to accom m odate o u r youth 
w ithou t breaking the budget.

P lease  contact m e i f  I can provide additional inform ation regarding ou r efforts to p rov ide  a  venue 
for skating  in Juneau. Thank you for your effort on behalf o f  A laskan skaters.

A

Sincerely,

Jennis Egan 
M ayor

155 South Seward Street, Juneau, Alaska 99801 J



POST Office BOX 1397. KODIM6 cllMh 99615
C I T Y  O f  K O D M K

February 12, 1997

Representative Eldon Mulder 
Alaska State Legislature 
Alaska State Capital, Rm 501 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Representative Mulder:

The City of Kodiak, not unlike many Alaska communities, has an active group of young people needing 
a place to skateboard. One of the major hurdles to building a facility has been the liability. House Bill 30 
would remove some of the concern and permit consideration of such a facility on its merits. These young 
people have felt that it was a lack of interest or caring when in reality it was a fear of being sued for an 
inherently dangerous activity.

Your concern and efforts are recognized and appreciated.

Sincerely,

CITY OF KODIAK

Carolyn L. Floyd 
Mayor



CITY OF SEWARD
SEWARD, ALASKA 99664

P.O. BOX 167

•  Main Office (907) 224-3331

• Police (907) 224-3338

• Harbor (907) 224-3130

•  Fire (907) 224-3445 

® Fax(907)224-3248February 12, 1997

R epresentative Eldon M ulder 
A laska S ta te  Legislature 
A laska S ta te  Capital, Rm 501 
M /S 3100
Juneau, A laska  99801 -1182 

RE: H ouse  B ill 30

D ear R epresen tative M ulder:

T he C ity  o f  Sew ard is in support o f  HB 30. relating to civil liability for skateboarding. 
M unic ipalities  and taxpayers are deeply im pacted by rising costs associated w ith claim s. Since 
1986. in su rance  and claim  costs have been a m ajor factor in m unicipal tax increases and have, in 
som e cases , influenced com m unities to lim it or elim inate recreation and o ther public services.

We are concerned  for our youth, yet due to the increase in public liability, m unicipalities are 
reducing and /or elim inating recreational facilities and activities, such as skateboard parks, that w oula 
provide o u r  youth with constructive activities instead o f  idle tim e which causes m any o f  our youth 
to get in troub le  in their com m unities.

Skateboarding, like alpine skiing, is a*' active sport that includes num erous inherent risks o f  injury. 
The sport is very popular am ong the youth in Sew ard and i f  we d o n 't  provide them  a place to use. 
they w ill con tinue  to use the streets, sidew alks, harbor and other public facilities that not only 
endanger the youth, but also the public who arc using those facilities.

Thank y o u  for your assistance w ith this legislation!

" /^ R o n a ld  A . G arzin i,
C ity  M an ag er

R A G :rg
cc: G o v ern o r Tony Knowles

S en a to r John T orgerson  
R epresen tative  G ary Davis 
S ew ard  M ayor and C ouncil M em bers 
A lask a  M unicipal League
A laska  M unicipal League Joint Insurance A ssociation

S incerely
■v



S p o n s o re d  b y : G a rr im

C I T Y  O F  S E W A R D , A L A S K A
R E S O L U T IO N  N O . 96 -077

A  R E S O L U T I O N  O F  T H E  C I T Y  C O U N C I L  O F  T H E  C I T Y  

O F  S E W A R D , A L A S K A ,  A U T H O R I Z I N G  T H E  D E V E L O P M E N T  

O F  A  S K A T E  P A JR K  A N D  A P P R O P R I A T I N G  F U N D S

W H E R E A S , it is  the C it y ’s desire to provide a  p lace fo r interested skate boarders and in -line  

skaters to recreate; and

W H E R E A S , a skate park fa c ility  was the Youth  A d v iso ry  B o a rd ’s num ber tw o  prio rity  fo r  

1995; and

W H E R E A S , although  state leg is la tion  w h ich  w ould  have assisted  m u n ic ip a litie s  w ith the 

heavy and often unclear lia b ility  and insurance issues associated w ith  m u n icipa lly -spon so red  skate 

fa c ilitie s  d id  not m ake it through com m ittee during the recently com pleted le g is la tive  session, a b ill 

reform ing  tort leg is la tion  is  cu rren tly  aw aiting  the G overn or’s  signature; and

W H E R E A S , it  is  in  the p u b lic  interest to provide skaters and skate boarders w ith  a safe 
skating area o f f  the c ity ’s streets and p u b lic  rights-of-w ay; and

W H E R E A S , funds fo r th is  project are ava ilab le  from  funds set as id e  fo r the renovation o f  

the Com m u n ity Center,

N O W , T H E R E F O R E , B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  C I T Y  C O U N C I L  O F  T H E  C I T Y  

O F  S E W A R D , A L A S K A , that:

S ection  1. The C ity  M an ag er is  hereby authorized to proceed w ith  the design  and bid o f  a 

skate park to be located adjacent to  the vo lle y b a ll court north o f  the A d am s Street P av ilio n .

S e c tio u 2 , Th e sum  o f  $21,025 is  hereby appropriated from  A cco u n t N o . 101-0000-3041, 

designated for Com m unity C en ter R enovations, to A cco u n t N o . 1 0 1 -1 4 X X -5 X X X , Parks and 

R ecreation Departm ent O perating Budget, and the F isca l Year 1997 budget is  am ended accordingly.

S ection  3. T h is  reso lu tion  sh a ll take effect im m ediately upon its  adoption .

P A S S E D  A N D  A P P R O V E D  by the C ity  C o u n c il o f  the c ity  o f  Sew ard , A la sk a , th is 10th 

day o f  June, 1996.

MAR-24-1 9 9 7  1 7 :5 7 P. 03



C i t y  a n d  B o r o u g h  o f  S i t k a

100 LINCOLN STREET • SITKA. -_ASKA 99S35

M arch 26, 1997

R epresen tative E ldon M ulder 
A laska S ta te  Legislature 
A laska S ta te  Capitol 
Juneau, A K  99801-1182

RE: C SH B  30 (FIN ) —  Civil Liability for Certain Skating and Cycling Activities 

D ear R epresentative M ulder:

The City and Borough o f  Sitka supports CSHB 30 (FIN), which has direct application to  the City and 
B orough o f  Sitka. For several years, S itka’s youth and adult supporters have attem pted  to  develop 
a skateboard  park. The biggest single hurdle was to  overcom e the excessive liability posed by the 
inherent danger and risk o f  using such a facility. In o rder to  finally proceed w ith the facility, which 
will be  located  on municipally ow ned land, the M unicipality was forced to  purchase increased 
insurance at significant additional expense.

W ith passage o f  this legislation and p roper posting o f  signs warning that there are inherent risks, the 
M unicipality  w ould be pleased to  be able to  limit its liability and have the liability rest w ith the 
skateboarder. Sitka’s skateboarders are willing to assum e their own liability, bu t there  has been no 
legal m eans to  do  so. The M unicipality’s insurance prem iums would no doubt be reduced.

The City and Borough o f  Sitka is eage; to  provide recreational opportunities for its youth, especially 
fo r a  p o p u lar project which has m uch volunteer support. There is clearly a need for a skateboard 
facility in Sitka. W e support o ther com m unities also being able to provide similar facilities w ithout 
undue w orry  over liability issues.

T hank you fo r your sponsorship o f  this legislation.

A dm inistra tor

cc: R epresentative Ben G russendorf
S ena to r Robin Taylor



Pa rk s and R ec rea tion
City of Petersburg

(907) 772-3392 Community Gym 
772-3304 Swimming Pool 

772-4224 Director

March 20. 1997

Senator Robin Tuylor, Chair 
Senate Judiciary Committee 
Aluska State Legislature 
State Capital (MS 3100)
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Senator Taylor:

House Hill No. 30, introduced by Representative Mulder, has passed the House and now 1 
understand that it has been referred to Senate Judiciary and Labor & Com m erce Com m ittees for 
review. The issue o f  liability for claims arising from the hazards inherent in skateboarding, in­
line skating, cycling and other non-motorized wheel-based activities is becoming increasingly 
important for municipalities around the state. I would like to voice my strong support for (he 
passage o f  this legislation.

M any municipalities are trying to create areas for these activities to happen in a constructive 
m anner and eliminate the conflicts that occur on sidewalks, parking lots and other public places. 
Passage o f  legislation such as this, that will limit a m unicipality’s exposure to liability for 
providing these facilities, will help us to expand positive recreational opportunities lbr the youth 
o f  our community.

In considering the HB 30. one section concerns me and I support the following proposed 
amendment:

S e c .  0 5 .5 0 .0 4 0  D u t i e s  o f  M u n i c i p a l i t i e s .  ( c )  A  m u n i c i p a l i t y  s h a l l  c l e a r l y  d e l i n e a t e  t h e  
boundaries o f  a  municijKil skating o r  c y c l i n g  f a c i l i t y  w i t h  f e n c i n g  o r  a n o t h e r  t y p e  of 
e n c l o s i n g  o r  s u r r o u n d i n g  s t r u c t u r e .

PROPOSED AMENDMENT:

Sec 05.50.040 Duties o f  Municipalities. ( c ) A municipality shall clearly delineate the 
boundaries o f  a municipal skating or cycling facility.

109 Charles W Street 
P.O. Bqx 329. Petersburg, Alaska 99833 

FAX (907) 772-3759



I believe that each m unicipality should have the ability to determ ine what is needed to  separate 
the facility front conflicting uses or hazardous conditions in their situation. In Petersburg, for 
example, (here are a limited num ber o f  concrete or usphalt locations suitable for skating and most 
have delineated borders already. Fencing or an enclosing structure is nut necessary iti these 
local ions and may actually becom e more o f  a hazard to the participants. M unicipalities need to 
be given the flexibility to determ ine what, if  any. fencing is required to provide a sale  experience 
for their community. I strongly urge you to support House Bill No. 30 with this am endm ent.

If you have any questions or need further information, please d o n 't hesitate to contact me.

William J. Musson, Director
Petersburg Parks and Recreation Department

cc: L.inda Snow. City M anager
Parks & Recreation Advisory Board 
Representative Kubina 
Representative M ulder 
N'uncv Robb. Valdez

Sincerely,



P. Z' c

March 21,1997

Representative Eldon Mulder 
State Capitol Riu 501 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Mulder

Sabiect: House Bill No. 30 - HAn act relating to civil liability for certain tkatitu and cvding
activities.”

House Bill No. 30, which was introduced by Representative Mulder, provides a positive avenue by which 
municipalities cad implement and expand recreational opportunities. As you know, liability claims 
concerning skating and cyciing activities often restrict municipalities from providing these opportunities,

House Bill No. 30, however, will greatly minimise a municipality’s exposure to potential liability 
resulting from such activities. The City of Kenai is one of several cities throughout the state that is 
striving to provide positive recreational opportunities for our youth. Without appropriate areas, and 
certainly legislation such as HB 30, youth will continue to utilize public sidewalks, parking lots, and uther 
facilities that arc unsafe.

The City of Kenai, however, would like to support an amendment to the following Section of House Bill 
No. 30:

Sec. 0550.040 Duties o f  Municipalities, (c) A municipality shall clearly delineate the 
boundaries o f a municipal skating or cycling facility y/ith fencing or another type o f  
enclosing or surrounding structure.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT:

Sec. 05.50.040 Dirtier of Municipalities, (c) A municipality shall dearly ddincate 
the boundaries of a municipal skating or cydiag facility.

The proposed amendment is based dearly on the lad that each municipality should retain the right to 
determine what is needed in terms of creating sale boundaries. Site location, usage, and potential hazards 
are site specific for each community, and thus, each site will inherently dictate what type of boundary is 
needed. Communities should therefore have the flexibility in determining appropriate boundaries based 
on thtir needs.

The City of Kenai strongly urges you to support House Bill No. 30 with the above mentioned amendment. 

Thank you for your attention concerning this matter and if you have any questions, please contact me. 

Sincerely,

Robert J. Fratcs
Director, Kenai Parks & Recreation

cc; Representative Gene Kubina 
State Capitol Rm 404 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182
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March 13. 1997

Representative Gene Kubina 
State Capitnl Rm 406 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Gene:

Representative Mulder has introduced House Bill No. 30 - "An Act relating to civil liability for certain skating 
and cycling activities". The issue of liability for claims arising from the hazards inherent in skateboarding, in-line 
skating, cycling and other nonmutorized wheel-based activities is becoming increasingly important for 
municipalities around the state. The City of Valdez support* the passage of this legislation.

Many municipalities are trying to create areas for these activities to happen in a constructive manner and eliminate 
the conflicts that occur on sidewalks, parking lots and other public areas. Passage of legislation such as this, that 
will limit a municipality’s exposure to liability for providing these facilities, will help us to expand positive 
recreational opportunities for the youth of our community.

The City of Valdez would like to support an amendment to the following Section of House Bill No. 30:

Sec. 05.50.040 Duties of Municipalities, (c) A municipality shall clearly delineate the boundaries 
of a municipal skating o r  cycling facility with fencing or another type of enclosing or surrounding 
structure.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT:

Sec. 05.50.040 Duties of Municipalities, (c) A municipality shall clearly delineate the 
boundaries of a municipal skating or cycling facility.

Each municipality should have the ability to dutennino what ir. needed to r.eparote the facility from conflicting uceo 
or hazardous conditions in their situation. For example, in Valdez, our seasonal in-line hockey rink will be set 
up in an unused corner of our elementary school parking lot. The boundaries can easily be delineated with signs 
and other markers. Requiring a fence or other enclosing or surrounding structure is not necessary and U«c added 
financial burden would kill this project. Municipalities need to be given the flexibility to determine what, if any, 
fencing is required to provide a safe experience for their community,

The City of Valdez strongly urges you to support House Hill wo. JU witn tms amendment,

If you have any questions or need further information, please don't hesitate to contact me.

Nancy M. Robb, Director 
Parks and Recreation Department 
(907) 835-2531

M ftR -14 -1997 0 9 :2 7
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January 29,1997
Representative Eldon Mulder 
State Capital 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Mulder:

Thank you for introducing HB 30, relating to civil liability for skateboarding. This issue 
is becoming increasingly important for municipalities around the state and we support 
its passage.

As stated in the 1997 AML Policy Statement, which was adopted unanimously by AML 
members at their November conference:

C. L iab ility  Issues

1. L iab ility fo r  In ju ry in Recreational Activities: The League 
supports legislation that would lim it the liab ility  o f a government, 
organization, volunteer, o r private property owner providing recreational 
activities, facilities, and tra il easements.

There is increasing pressure on local governments to provide additional recreational 
areas for young people, but they are reluctant to do so because of the unacceptable risk 
to their taxpayers. With passage of HB 30, those municipalities would be able to 
provide a safe place for skateboarders without putting the rest of the population at 
financial risk.

This issue is also a part of our 1997 Legislative Platform (attached). We believe 
providing recreational opportunities for youth will give communities more tools to help 
reduce youth crime.

Thanks again for your continued support.

Executive Director

Attachment
c:\jk\leg97\hb30ltr.doc

Member o f the Notional League of Cities and the Nalional Association of Counties



Alaska Municipal League &
Alaska Conference of Mayors

1 9 9 7  L e g i s l a t i v e  P l a t f o r m

1. A p p r o v a l o f  the " S a fe  C o m m u n it ie s "  b ill an d  m a in ta in  c u r re n t f u n d in g  f o r  m u n ic ip a l 

re v e n u e  s h a r in g  to  a v o id  fu r th e r  s ta te  g e n e ra te d  lo c a l p ro p e r ty  tax  in c re a se s . T h e  " fo u r  

le g s"  o f  th e  S a fe  C o m m u n it ie s  b ill a re :

• D ire c ts  th e  fu n d s  to  b e  u se d  p r im a r ily  fo r  p u b lic  s a fe ty  a n d  h e a lth  s e rv ic e s

• E s ta b lis h e s  a  m in im u m  s h a r in g  o f  $40,000 fo r  sm a ll m u n ic ip a lit ie s

• R e m o v e s  th e  " h o ld  h a rm le s s "  to  a llo w  e q u a l tre a tm e n t to  a ll m u n ic ip a lit ie s

• D is tr ib u te s  m u n ic ip a l fu n d s  o n  J u ly  31 each  y e a r

2. P r o v id e  fo r  th e  lo n g  te rm  c o n s tru c t io n , o p e ra tio n , a n d  m a in te n a n c e  o f  s ta te  a n d  m u n ic i­

p a l a ir p o r ts , ro a d s , a n d  h a rb o rs , in c lu d in g  re v e n u e  s h a r in g  p ro g ra m s  fo r  m a in te n a n ce . 

B r in g  sta te  h a rb o rs  u p  to  a n  a d e q u a te  m a in te n a n ce  le v e l th ro u g h  a s ta te w id e  b o n d  issu e , 

o r  o th e r  fu n d s , to  p re p a re  th e m  fo r  p o s s ib le  n e g o tia te d  tra n s fe r to  m u n ic ip a lit ie s .

3. A p p r o v a l o f  a L o n g  R a n g e  F in a n c ia l P la n  th a t p ro h ib its  u n fu n d e d  m a n d a te s  a n d  u n fu n d e d  

s e rv ic e  re s p o n s ib ilit ie s , a d e q u a te ly  fu n d s  sc h o o ls  a n d  m a in te n a n ce  o f  p u b lic  in fra s tru c ­

tu re , re a so n a b ly  re d u ce s  s ta te  e x p e n se s , p ro te c ts  the P e rm a n e n t F u n d , a n d  p h a s e s  in  n e w  

tax re v e n u e  so u rce s .

4. A c t iv e ly  e n co u ra g e  the c o n s tru c t io n  o f  a n a tu ra l g as p ip e lin e  w ith  a n  e m p h a s is  o n  jo b s  fo r  

A la s k a n s .

5. R e s to re  fu n d in g  fo r  M u n ic ip a l C a p it a l M a tc h in g  G ra n t  P ro g ra m  to  $20  m illio n  b ecau se  

lo c a l c o m m u n itie s  ca n  m o s t e f f ic ie n t ly  d e te rm in e  an d  m eet lo c a l c a p ita l n e e d s .

6. C re a te  a p e rm a n e n t S ta te / L o c a l G o v e r n m e n t  P a rtn e rs h ip  C o u n c il to  n e g o tia te  m e th o d s  

to  m o s t e ffic ie n t ly  p ro v id e  p u b lic  s e rv ic e s  a t the lo w e s t p o s s ib le  co s t to  ta x p a y e rs .

7. P ro v id e  lo n g  te rm  fu n d in g  o f  p u b lic  sa fe ty  a n d  h e a lth  se rv ice s  th ro u g h  th e  e q u ita b le  sh a r­

in g  o f  in c re a s e d  s ta te w id e  a lc o h o l a n d  to b a cco  taxes, a n d  re m o v in g  th e  c u r re n t  p ro h ib i­

tio n  a g a in s t m u n ic ip a lit ie s  v o t in g  fo r  lo c a l s p e c ia l taxes o n  th e  s a le  o r  u s e  o f  a lc o h o l.

8. R e d u c e  th e  sta te  u n fu n d e d  m a n d a te  fo r  th e  S e n io r C it iz e n  P ro p e rty  T a x  e x e m p tio n .

9. A d e q u a te ly  fu n d  a p ro g ra m  to  c o n s tru c t  e f f ic ie n t  s a n ita t io n  sy s te m s  th ro u g h o u t  A la s k a .

10. G iv e  c o m m u n itie s  m o re  to o ls  to  re d u c e  y o u th  c r im e  b y  lim it in g  c o n f id e n t ia lit y  o f  y o u th  

c r im e  in fo rm a tio n  to p ro te c t th e  c o m m u n ity , a llo w  m u n ic ip a lit ie s  th e  o p t io n  o f  a s su m in g  

g re a te r  ju r is d ic t io n  o v e r  ju v e n ile  ju s t ic e , a n d  lim it  l ia b i l it y  fo r  p r o v id in g  re c re a t io n a l 

o p p o r tu n it ie s  fo r  y o u th , s u c h  as sk a te b o a rd  p a rk s.


