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B IL L : HB 1 7 0  SHORT T IT L E : SERV ICE ANIMALS FOR PHYS/MENT. CHALLENGED
B IL L  VERS IO N : CSHB 1 7 0 (HES)
S PO N SO R (S ): REPRESEN TA T IVE (S ) B R IC E ,C r o f t , R y a n ; SENATOR(S) W i lk e n ,L e m a n  
T a y l o r
CURRENT STATUS: (S )  JUD STATUS DATE: 0 2 / 0 5 / 9 8
T IT L E : "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  i n t e r f e r e n c e  w i t h  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  p h y s i c a l l y  and  
m e n t a l l y  c h a l l e n g e d  p e r s o n s ;  a n d  r e l a t i n g  t o  s e r v i c e  a n im a ls  d u r i n g  t h e i r  
p r e - t r a i n i n g  a n d  t r a i n i n g  p e r i o d . "

0 3 / 0 5 / 9 7 5 4 5 (H) READ THE F IR S T  TIME - REFERRA L (S )
0 3 / 0 5 / 9 7 5 4 5 (H ) HES, JU D IC IA R Y , FINANCE
0 4 / 0 2 / 9 7 9 0 7 (H) HES RPT CStH ES ) NT 2DP 3NR
0 4 / 0 2 / 9 7 9 0 8 (H) D P : BUNDE, B R IC E ; NR: GREEN, VEZEY,
0 4 / 0 2 / 9 7 9 0 8 (H) KEMPLEN
0 4 / 0 2 / 9 7 9 0 8 (H) ZERO F ISCA L  NOTE (LAW)
0 5 / 0 6 / 9 7 1 5 8 0 (H) JUD REFERRAL WAIVED
0 5 / 0 7 / 9 7 1 6 3 6 (H) F IN  REFERRAL WAIVED
0 5 / 0 8 / 9 7 1 6 6 2 (H) RULES TO CALENDAR 5 / 8 / 9 7
0 5 / 0 8 / 9 7 1 6 6 2 (H) READ THE SECOND TIME
0 5 / 0 8 / 9 7 1 6 6 3 (H) HES CS ADOPTED UNAN CONSENT
0 5 / 0 8 / 9 7 1 6 6 3 (H) ADVANCED TO TH IRD READING UNAN CONSENT
0 5 / 0 8 / 9 7 1 6 6 3 (H) READ THE TH IRD TIME CSHB 1 7 0 (HES)
0 5 / 0 8 / 9 7 1 6 6 3 (H) PASSED Y 37  N1 A2
0 5 / 0 8 / 9 7 1 7 0 2 (H) CO SPO N SO R (S ): CROFT, RYAN
0 5 / 0 8 / 9 7 1 7 0 3 (H) TRANSMITTED TO (S )
0 5 / 0 9 / 9 7 1 8 8 9 (S ) READ THE F IR S T  TIME - REFERRA L (S )
0 5 / 0 9 / 9 7 1 8 8 9 <S) HES, JU D IC IA R Y
0 1 / 2 3 / 9 8 2 2 8 1 (S ) CROSS S PO N SO R (S ): W ILKEN , LEMAN, TAYLOR
0 2 / 0 5 / 9 8 2 4 0 5 (S ) HES RPT SCS 3DP 1NR SAME T IT LE
0 2 / 0 5 / 9 8 2 4 0 6 (S ) D P : LEMAN, E L L IS , W ILKEN NR: GREEN
0 2 / 0 5 / 9 8 2 4 0 6 (S ) ZERO FN TO SCS (LAW)
0 2 / 0 5 / 9 8 2 4 0 6 (S ) REFERRED TO JU D IC IA RY
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119 N . C u s hm a n , S te. 205
  Fa irbanks , A K  99701

V '2— ' '  —  X ?  A n t * A C £ k t i r  o f l i r n  T a I Y I  P  / i n  907-456-7423/Fax : 451-9293
: 4 - R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  T o m  B r i c e

ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE
W hile in Ju n ea u  

State Capitol 
la u , A K  99001 
907-465-3465

SPONSOR STATEMENT

H O U S E  B I L L  1 7 0

MAN ACT RELATING TO INTERFERENCE WITH THE RIGHTS OF 
PHYSICALLY AND MENTALLY CHALLENGED PERSONS; AND 

RELATING TO SERVICE ANIMALS DURING THEIR TRAINING 
PERIOD.”

Although the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) allows service 
animals into public establishm ents, too often young service animals 
are turned away from these establishments due to the existing law 
being arbitrary. HB 170 extends this law to include the young 
animals in training. Service animals perform functions and tasks 
that an individual with a disability cannot perform for her or 
him self. These young animals need the same exposure as trained 
service animals if  they are expected to perform those tasks.

□
- District 30 -

  SPONSOR STATEMENT



L E G A L  S E R V I C E S

(90 7) 465-3867 o r 465-2450 
F A X  (907) 465-2029 
M a il S to p  3 10 1

D IV IS IO I I O F  LEG A L  AND R E S E A R C H  S E R V IC E S  
LEG IS LA T IV E  A FFA IRS  A G EN C Y  

STATE  OF A LA SKA
130 Seward Street, Suite 409
Juneau, Alaska 99801-2105

M E M O R A N D V M January 27. 1998

SUBJECT: HB 170 (Service animals)

TO: Representative Tom Brice 
Attn: Joe Haves

FRO M : Terri Lauierbach

In your memorandum o f January 23. 199S. you asked whether there would be enforcement 
problems involved i f  either o f  the following two amendments was added to HB 170:

(1 ) language that said all certified service animals and service-animals-in-training 
were to be identified by garments, bracelets, etc...;

(2) language that allowed individuals with disabilities, not affiliated with any 
organizations or groups, to be allowed access to facilities while training their own service 
animals for personal use.

With respect to proposed amendment ( 1). as long as the rest o f  the bill is retained vi airing 
reasonable evidence o f being a person authorized to train service animals with "authorized" 
meaning employed by a school, agency, or other facility that trains service animals). 1 see 
no enforcement problems, but it does leave me with questions. Who would determine what 
the special identification would be? Do you intend that the identification would be specified 
in statute? Are you sure that one type would work for all service animals?

With respect to proposed amendment (2). I can foresee difficulties unless there is some way 
to certify or verity- that the animal is being trained for use by the disabled person and is not 
simply a pet. Dropping the association with certified training schools would seem to me to
leave it open for anyone to claim that a pet should be allowed to accompany him/her into a
restaurant or other facility because they can argue that they are training the animal. Unless 
there is a physician's or state agency's certification that the person is disabled and/or a 
training organization's certification o f  either the person as a trainer or o f  the animal as an 
animal-in-training. I'm not sure how a facility is supposed to keep anyone from bringing an 
animal into the facility without risking a violation o f the law.

Please let me know if I can be o f  further assistance.

TMLtglc
98-037.glc



f] R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  T o m  B r i c e
ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

119 N. Cushm an, Ste. 205 
F airbanks, AK 99701 

907-456-7423 / F ax : 451-9293
While in Juneau 

S tate Capitol 
Juneau , AK 99801-1182 

907465-3466

M em orandum

Date: February 12,1998

To: Senator Robin Taylor
Chairman, Senate Judicial ^ ‘ttee

From: Representative Tom Brice^j

RE: Amendments to HB 170

I have included am endments made in Senate HESS and an explanation of 
what the amendment accomplishes:

Amendment 1. P2 line 23 delete places add facilities. A m endm ent Changes 
the bill from all public places to government property.

Amendment 2. P2 line 25 delete places add facilities. Same as above.

A m endm ert 3. P2 lines 30-31 New Language - intended to give managers 
authorization to remove disruptive service animals in training and their 
trainers.

Am endm ent 4. P3 lines 1-5 New Language - addressing the same issue as 
lines 30-31. Further clarification on what circumstances would warrant 
rem oval.

Am endm ent 5. P3 lines 9-11 New  definition to clarify identification for 
being an in training service animal.

Am endm ent 6. P3 lines 16-19 New definition on what constitutes a public 
facility.

Amendment 7. P3 line 20 delete class B misdemeanor add violation.

District 30
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Passage of this bill is not anticipated to have a fiscal impact on the Department of Law.
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Man’s best friend sparks political battle
by David Waahburn ____
Sonlui Volco conliibullng 
miitor

Kilby .Sclumdllumcr prob­
ably wouldn't have ynosscil 
when .she agreed In rmse n 
pup Cur a service dog pro- 
I'.uilll iliul diedog wtuild tend 
Iter mill a political luilllc.

lint when a manager re­
fused In lei her lake the ting 
inin Ins restaurant,  
Schmiillhaiicr joinctl with 
olhet AInsk mis in n coll lor 
new laws in allow access In 
public places Ini ilngs being 
named for "seeing eye" anil 
nllici types o|' tvnik lor the 
disabled 

Nilnmdlliniicr and her 
husband. I’aul, iceeived 
llieii pup. a golden retriever 
named Yukon, llmnigh a -III 
pi ngiani that places puppies 
m Alaskan homes Vnliin- 
Iccis ill the program raise 
die pups mini lliey lire IH 
inonlhs old, following spe­
cific guidelines In prepare 
llicm tin naming as service 
dogs I lie votimlccispiiy all 
the t osisol iaismg die dog, 
and must sign a contrai l slitl • 
mg lliey will relurn the dug 
wlicn il is of age

I he piogi.im gels die pup­
pies li inn I illulc I logs ol die 
lleseil.ii 1‘alm Springs. Cali 
Ioiiii.i. dog naming school 
Vullink's'is gel die puppies 
when they are eight in III 
weeks old, mid when Ihe 
dogs ale IH inonlhs old. they 
ate illumed in die sehnol

R u b y  S c h m l d l b i u i r  i n d  h u t b i n d ,  Pau l ,  with Y u k o n

Their health and behavior 
is evaluated in dcleumnc 
whether lliey are slidable 
for Ihe specialised train­
ing reipincd lor service 
woik When training is fin­
ished. llic school places die 
lings with disabled own• 
eis

lice attic stand.uds me mi 
CHiicnug, only about half 
ol die dogs ncliiitlly be 
com e w ink ing  service  
dogs, Schmidlluiurr said 
" l l iey  claim lliat by (lie

lime these dogs are Irained. 
they're worth J25.000."

Schm id lbauer  said 
Yukon immedialely be­
came pari uf  die family.

"We hadn't had a dog 
foi years," she said

"S ince  h e 's  been six 
months old, we've lakcu 
him everywhere we go."

Service dogs must he ac­
customed lo the sounds 
and distractions of every 
day tife.so owners til dugs- 
ill-lrnining are expected lo 
lake them along whether 
lliey'rc going shopping, 
fishing, lo Ihe movies, or 
traveling.

Although seeing Yukon 
in a rcslatirmd 11 grocery 
store would usually raise 
some eyehfow s ,  most 
people were delighted, and 
marveled over Ihe dog's 
guild manners, Schmidt- 
hniici said.

However, when ilioy 
Ineil to lake Yukon mlu 
one Homer restaurant Iiisi 
winter, monagcmcnl was 
mil as understanding.

"I pisl didn't even chink 
nhnul il," Schmidlbauer 
said. "We look him every­
where. I lunk lion into Ihe 
luidiroom first, because lie

sealed, one o f  Ihe owners 
came out and said, 'you 
can'l bring your dog in.’"

Schmidlbauer explmucd 
her situation, ind even re- 
Iricvcd some dog identifi­
cation papers from the ear, 
bill Ihe mnuageinenl 
wouldn't  budge.

I.inda Ailuins. who co­
ordinates die dll Kcnai 
program, said that such oc- 
cinrences arc mil uncom­
mon. -III usually has ulmul 
I Odogs-in-lrnoong placed
around the slnlc at any 
given o n e ,  she said De­
spite the volunteers' enor­
mous sacrifices, and Ihe 
necessity ol exposing the 
dogs lo as many public 
cxpei lences as possible, 
many people are mil will­
ing in accommodnie diem.

Alhuns reca lled  that 
when she was (mining a 
dog, she had lo (ravel lo 
Fairbanks for o conference 
al a lintel.

'I called ohcail and they
lias lo learn to go in and said, yes, they would al- 
wait fur you, just like he low the dog;."’bnt,,there 
would lor n blind person. wmildhca$70clean-ut)fec. 
When we came oul ami They said lliey had In clean 
went mu inn! waited to lie /mgi 1.1 ptrusc
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H(- 'Ml 11(1 11 l l l l ,  •
ngncd on IK, d l l n  i u  an
group.
Medicaid a n  pr imanlypaM 
■ic l i  liaohtd. part icular ly la 
mp-of-lhe- lin«polMcst li*t 
deluding denial, eye y l a n n ,  
nid preventive ewe I yearly 
i. pap imean  ami pi o f t * *

ml medical in d u i ln r t  Ibera 
" l ived argument* whf lhc f 

. tusf effective.'(hiMirancc
iv for placing a doll .w value 
i', Of other human i.iclora ) 
opinion (01 hunelii u f  ihe 
■ thaiinauraiicec<iiii|ianica,
v ere gning lu alart applying 
t'odea" o f  Mcdn.i ic and 
ilicupol icyholdeiv leaked 
icy holdert, speci In .i lly, 
mcr suggested ihaiprevrn-

in cai ly caira lty ( nvmclic 
iv m igb tao longcthepa / io f  
' l iadlhcmoocy h ia l im d lhc  
v, many HMOa o lh  n icfUie 
ngproetaka cancel v im men 
mply ioartf Ihe re lnval age 
ciicaaaadimpotemc inanen 
icm fv td  may no Im i f t r  be 

■it pneadem  anon people 
and pMiaaa c an .

w yean I deteca a y i e a I de a I 
• iwnag doc I o n  ami other 
ell-paid and w r l l - r r  -peeled 

not accuilnmed being 
. la fl  by iniiuance i i-mpany

. have ihe power Inn i  emile 
ineil medical piai l i imncn,

■ liacklaah And il m i l  m ine  
•1C industry Icadriv do  mil

l irir prnfcstiunal u iy jn i / a  
it o f  ihe fighi in hrina! decent 
ana, and I believe Hicy will 
iami rcgulaling tin health

■ il l be driven lu i Ii k  mu 
ivguuleil l ibelalivm bul 
i' fed up with tempi . uiiviny

As lawmakers convonod in Jiinnau (nr Urn Second Sosr,ion ol 
lh« 20lli Alaska l.ogislaluro, many sonior-rolalad bills awnitod 
Ihom. Horo Is llin slnlus of llioso bills, ns ol Iho oponlng o( Iho 
sosslon:

H ouse

f i l l  44 ( l l r i c e ,  l> -Fu l r l i» i i ln )  
r i o n c t r i '  hornet a i lm l ' i l r n i v

I ’ ruhi tul t die Mule rntii' i leny- 
ing nccc.t.t lu a I'l i iuccrs* home 
basctl on mi app licants’  inii l idi ly 
lo  pay the ful l talcs I ' u im l l l y  in 
Labm and I'niiiiiicree comill i l l cc

l l l l  6 7 ( K y a n , U -A n c l i i n  age )  
P c r n ia n r i i l  F u nd  t l l v l i l r n i l  r l l -  
g lb l l l i y  fur l . o n g e v l l y  l l i inua  
• a h l i a f lc a l .

Creoles il new exception In 
ihe Pcriaiiiiiciil Fund Oivuli'iul 
program's minimum absence 
rule In a l l ow  people who leave 
Ihe slide, Iml wlm linvc npplicil 
fora l.imgcvily llinius “uiipuiil 
saldi-meal." in remain eligible 
for Ihal year's  dividend Cur- 
reiidy m Finance cuiniiiitlcc.

l l l l  7 7  ( C n v .  K n o w le s )  I n ­
come l im i t s  f o r  l . o n g e v l l y  l ln -  
nua e l i g ib i l i t y .

I>isi| ii.i li lies peisims with ail 
oniiiial mi iime of Vfdl.Ollll nr 
higher. ki households wilh mi 
im umenf1»HO,OIIOm more, from 
receiving l.iuigvviiy hiiniis piiy- 
inenls ('iiireiilly m Static Af­
fairs eniiimillee

l l l l  1711 ( I I I l e e , IM - ' a l i h a n k i )  
Accc tv  f u r  s e r v i c e  d i i g s - l n -  
I r a l n ln g .

( i iu i ran ivcs  ueecss In pub l ic  
places Im  dogs  dia l are  be ing 
i ii i i i i fd  I'm s c r in g -c y c ,  nr n i l ic r 
types u l  s e rv ic e  w o rk  Im  die 
d isab led  f n r m i l i y  in Scna lc  
l l c i i l i h ,  I-i lnc it 11 mi nnil  S oc ia l  
S e n  n es r u m m i l l c i v

So n a t o ,  c o n t .

Ml 57 (Duncan, D-Jiinrau) 
l.nngrvlly Honua paymrnli and 
mrilleally-relalrd ahtrncr.

Allows iccipienls lo cimimiic 
icccivmg l.imgcvily llmilis pay- 
inciils while mil ofllie slide if their 
absence is due In medical Ircnl - 
mcm Abu allows people lu hr 
absent longer than 1X0 days uml 
mil he (lisi|iiidilied limn Ihe pro- 
gram li the absence is due In medi­
cal lic.dmeid ('nocully in Stale 
Affniiis cimimillcr.

Sll 165 (l)iinran, D-Jiineau; 
Kills, l>-Anclniragc) Alatka 
l lrallh  Insurance ('nrpoiullon.

Fsliddishcs Ihe corporI’lnm, 
whose purpose is lo define and 
provide miiforni IichIiIi insurance 
coverage for Alaskan residents 
I lie corporation will oversee li­
censed hcnlllicarc providers, mak­
ing sure they comply wilh slate 
Middles uml regulations concern 
mg insurance rales, claims and 
covei.igc. Currently hi Health, 
luliiiiilimi and Social Services 
ctmnmllcr.

Ml Ihh (Diinrnn, D-Juneau; 
Kills. D-Anchorage) Managed 
care eunttimer proleetlon.

I si.iblishes gnlilehncs dial iniisl 
he hilluweil by managed enrc iiiga* 
ni/alions Itcipmes eiislnnieis he 
given an ailcipiidc poul of iluelnrs, 
climes, speeinlisls ami.services Irom 
whirl) lo clmi" c. Ilealllicnrccnm 
age must' o extended (tv clients who 
are no longer enrolled in die man­
aged care organi/nljnn due hi job 
loss.leimmaliiuiofi miltaci.oi niliei 
einisc (iindelmes will he eidmeed 
In ill,- line.ioo id I'nhlr- M- dili

/nnripngi- /
up m ine because l l i c i e  was a dug 
in tl ie ie  "

H ow ev e r ,  such a fee is m i l  
charged l o  peop le  w i lh  see ing - 
eyc lings o r  o i l ie r l i i l l y - l r a m e i l  
s c iv iee  dogs , At l iuns said.

d l l i im lo l l i c i  i lng - in - l ra inmgpio-  
gii ims have tried in educnlc peop le  
so Ihcy ' l l  tindersliinil dia l ( logs . i l l-  
I r i immgii ic mn hikcn in to i l l lTc icn l 
types o f  areas im li l  l l iey are ready lo  
handle them, Alhnns said.

l o r  ins tance, a dog  most lie 
canah lc  o f  rema in ing  in n dow n -  
s la y  p o s i t i o n  benea th  a l a h lc  
Ihnmg l i  die i ln ra i in i i  o f  o mea l 
he lu rc  il is la ken  m ln  a rc s lnu - 
rau l II a lso  iniis l lie ab le  In re fuse  
I immI i l n f f c i e i l  —  s c i v u c  dogs 
me iml fed scraps  and me nni 
pu l led wh i le  they a re  w in k ing .

N cvc i ih c lc s s ,  som e  mens have 
p i i ivcd In lie so s l i ihhnrn  I Iml dog- 
m l in i i im g i i rg an i /n l i i i n s  ami ilis- 
iih lei l advocacy  groups look die 
issue lu die gove rnmcn i .

I .a s l year ,  s ln te  rep r e a em a l i v e  
T om  l l r i c e  in l ru ih iccd House  D i l i  
I 711, which lu is ieu l ly  e x lcm ls  the 
rights  g ran ted l o  se r v ic e  dogs 
under Ihe A m er ic an s  w i lh  D i s ­
ab i l i t ie s  A c l  ( A D A )  lo  dngs lliut 
are in ( ra in ing  

l l r i c e  said lie w m lc  die l u l l  uf- 
le r  r e c e iv in g  c n n ip ln in ls  f r om  
numerou s  i t igun i / n lum s  because 
ih igs-u i I r inti ing a ic  mi l g e l l i n g  
m ln  pub l ic  p laces such as cm n ls ,  
Ihe sta le f c i r y  sys tem , ami the 
A la ska  S id le  l-'.ni.

l l r i c e  nn le i l  dia l s tub  p laces 
a 11 ii w I in ■ uci l s e rv ic e  an im a ls  b e ­
cause l l i c ie  is a " Ingh  c xpce la i i on  
d ia l Ihe dugs a ie  m i l  g o ing  lu 
cause any p r ob lem s ,  ami me g o ­
ing lu  l e a d  we l l  In s i l t in l im ls  in

ihcsf.nc.i-> Iliil lliey disallow Ihe 
iriiniitig ul those dogs hi those 
areas So it's nculch-22: How can 
yim expect a service animal lo acl 
appioprialcly in llicsc siliialinns 
when they havcu'l had any iroin- 
ing’f"

" Ib is  is an extension nf ADA, 
which says dial trained animals 
have in have access ill llicsc ar­
cus Wliul we're lining is snyiug 
lluil ihe Irmning ol llicsc animals 
iniisl he ul lowed, as well."

The hill dues mil retpiirc llinl 
staff anil customers ol restaurants 
nr oilier public places tolerate 
unruly dogs, however. liven un­
der the ADA, il a service animal 
is n nuisance, ii must he removed.

"We're trying lo ensure that 
mine of llinl actually hnppena by 
making sure these animals hove 
Ihe tunning in lliey cnuld he ex­
pected In behave npprprintcly in 
these areas," llrice said.

I.asl session, Ihe llouso of Rep­
resentatives passed Ihe bill by a 
37 In one vulc. llrice said he ex­
pects die senate lo support n thla 
session, as well.

Svhitiidlbatier is walching Ihe 
hill, and remains an avid supporter 
of  dng-m-lraining rights.

As fur Yukon, lie turned 18 
mo tl I II s old in August,  arid 
Schmidlhaucr tearfully returned 
him lo Pnlm Springs. However, 
lesls mined up a slight hip dis­
p lacem ent problem, and Ihe 
school called Schmiiltbauer and 
asked if she would like In have 
Yukon buck, permanently

lie was soon on a plane hack In 
Alaska.

"I whs mi attached lo him dial I 
|iisl couldn't give him up lie is 
pisi a wunilct fill dug, I’ll iell ymi."

Remember:
RESERVA T IO N S  ARE R E Q U IR E D

M i
for the

.md M r? , ^oninr C ifiron
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T o : Torn B r i c e  R o g e r  L . H an sen
1 8 8 7  S o u t h e r n  A venue 

R e : H ouse B i l l  # 170  F a i r b a n k s ,  A la s k a

D ea r Tom,
F o r  th e  l a s t  28 y e a r s  I ' v e  b een  r a i s i n g  G u id e  Dog P u p p ie s  f o r  
th e  B l i n d .  No one c an  rem em ber a n y m o re , b u t  i t ' s  som ew he re  
b e tw een  25 t o  30 o f  them  h a v e  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  my hom e .
A bou t 20 y e a r s  ago I  m oved down t o  S o u t h c e n t r a l  A la s k a  and  
u n t i l  I  moved b ack  h e r e  t o  th e  i n t e r i o r  I  c o u ld  n o t  c o u n t  th e  
num ber o f  t im e s  I  was k i c k e d  c u t  o f  p la c e s  b e c a u s e  I  was 
t r y i n g  t o  t r a i n  a g u id e  d og  p u p p y . I  h ad  th e  r e p u t a t i o n  o f  
h a v in g  b een  th row n  o u t  o f  m ore  p la c e s  m  A la s k a  th a n  a n y o n e  
e l s e .  W e l l ,  an yon e  s o b e r  t h a t  i s .
S in c e  I ' v e  moved b a c k  t o  F a i r b a n k s  t h e  o n ly  p la c e  t h a t  I  
c a n ' t  g e t  i n t o  a r e  o f f i c e s  o f  th e  S t a t e  o f  A la s k a  w i t h  my 
p u p p ie s , p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  S t a t e  C o u r t h o u s e .  I  w o u ld  e x p la i n  
why I  c a n ' t  g e t  i n  th e  C o u r th o u s e  w i t h  my p u p p y  b u t  t h e y  
c a n ' t  e x p la i n  i t .  I  g u e s s  t h e r e  i s  an  e x c e p t i o n  t o  t h a t ,  i t ’ s 
no p ro b le m  a t  F is h  and  Game. B u t I  t h i n k  t h a t ' s  b e c a u s e  th e y  
l i k e  L a b ra d o r  and G o ld e n  R e t r i e v e r s  t h e r e .
The S t a t e  F e r r y  s y s tem  i s  t h e  w o r s t  b y  f a r ,  th e  m o s t s h a b b y  
t r e a tm e n t  I ' v e  e v e r  h ad  h a s  b een  b y  th em . An e x a m p le  o f  t h a t  
i s  a few  y e a r s  ago my w i f e  and I  w e re  b r i n g i n g  f i v e  G u id e  
Dogs up w ith  us fro m  th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  t h r e e  o f  them  8 w eek 
o ld  p u p p ie s .  They w ou ld  g i v e  us tw e n ty  m in u te s  t o  f e e d ,  
w a t e r ,  w a lk  and c le a n u p  a f t e r  a i l  f i v e  o f  th em . I f  y o u ’ v e  
e v e r  t r i e d  t h a t  i t  c an  g e t  r e a l  h e c t i c  on  a s l i p p e r y  d e c k  
s o m e t im e s .
When a s k in g  th e  p u r s e r  i f  we c o u ld  h a v e  an e x t r a  10 m in u t e s  
we w ere n o t  o n ly  r e f u s e d  we w ere  a l s o  t o l d  t h a t  i f  we d i d  t r y  
a r.d  e x te n d  th e  t im e  we w o u ld  be rem oved  b y  t h e  p o l i c e  a t  t h e  
n e x t  s t o p .  O u r a p p ro a c h  was o n ly  an i n q u i r y ,  and  t h e r e  was 
c e r t a i n l y  no h o s t i l i t y  i n  t h e  q u e s t i o n .  The same p u r s e r  
w o u ld  t u r n  h e r  b a c k  when o t h e r s  w e re  b r i n g i n g  l i t t l e  d o g s  
th e y  c o u ld  f i t  u n d e r c o a t s  o n  th e  u p p e r  d e c k s . Some t im e s  
th e y  d i d n ' t  even  b o t h e r  t o  t r y  and  h id e  them  u n d e r  t h e i r  
c o a t .
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T o :  R e p r e s e n ta t i v e  T o m  B r ic e  
S ta t e  o f  A J a s k a  
L e g is la t iv e  O f f ic e

F ro m :  S u z a n n e  P r ic e  
P . 0 .  B o x  84 9 5 1 
F a ir b a n k s ,  A J a s k a

9 9 70 8

M a r c h  1 2 , 1 9 9 7

R e :  H o u s e  B il l 1 7 0

D e a r  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  B r ic e ,
I 'v e  b e e n  r a is in g  G u id e  D o g  P u p p ie s  f o r  th e  B lin d  fo r  o v e r  te n  y e a r s  n o w .  I 'm  a  4-H  C lu b  
L e a d e r  a n d  e a c h  d o g  in  t r a in in g  is  a  4 -H  p ro je c t .  T h e  4 -H  C lu b  p r o v id e s  in s u r a n c e  th a t r a is e r s  
o b ta in  e a c h  y e a r  w i t h  t h e i r  m e m b e r s h ip .  T h e  d o g  is  e x p e c te d  t o  le a rn  b a s ic  o b e d ie n c e  a n d  
s o c ia l iz a t io n  in  th e  14  m o n t h s  t h e y  s p e n d  w i th  th e ir  4 -H  fa m ily .  It is  im p e r a t iv e  th a t  th e s e  
s e r v i c e  d o g s  a r e  in t r o d u c e d  to  th e  s ig h t s  , s o u n d s  a n d  s m e l ls  o f  n o rm a l life  in c lu d in g  p u b l ic  
b u i ld in g s ,  t r a f f ic ,  a  v a r ie t y  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t io n  m o d e s ,  e v e n ts ,  c r o w d s ,  e tc .  P u p p y  r a is e r s  a r e  
s u p e r v is e d  b y  d e s ig n a te d  le a d e r s  a n d  th e  g u id e  d o g  s c h o o l s p o n s o r in g  th e  p r o je c t .  I t is  a ls o  
e x p e c t e d  th a t  r a is e r s  w il l g iv e  e d u c a t io n a l p r e s e n ta t io n s  a n d  p a r t ic ip a te  in  g u id e  d o g  t r a in in g s .  
T h e  G u id e  d o g  P r o je c t  t e a c h e s  o u r  y o u t h  le a d e r s h ip  a n d  th e  v a lu e  o f  C o m m u n i t y  S e r v ic e .  A s  
a  v o lu n te e r  I r e c e iv e  n o  m o n e t a r y  c o m p e n s a t io n ;  m y  r e w a rd  is  th e  k n o w le d g e  th a t I h a v e  
g iv e n  th e  g i f t  o f  i n d e p e n d e n c e  a n d  c o m p a n io n s h ip .

I h a v e  e n c o u n te r e d  th e  fo l lo w in g  p r o b le m s  b e c a u s e  A la s k a  h a s  n o  o r d n a n c e  p e r ta in in g  to  
s e r v i c e  d o g s  in  t r a in in g :
1 .  T h e  F i f th  A v e n u e  M a l l in  A n c h o r a g e  h a s  th e  o n ly  g la s s  e le v a to r  in  A la s k a .  T h e y  h a v e  

r e fu s e d  to  a l lo w  g u id e  d o g  t r a in in g .
2 . T h e  A J a s k a  S ta te  F e r r y  s y s t e m  h a s  r e fu s e d  to  a l lo w  t r a in in g  o n  b o a rd .
3 . T h e  A J a s k a  S ta te  F a i r  ( P a lm e r )  r e f u s e s  to  a l lo w  t r a in in g  d u r in g  th e  F a ir. T h e y  h a v e

a l lo w e d  a n  e v e n t  b u t  r a is e r s  w e r e  n o t  a l lo w e d  t o  w a lk  d o g s  in  o r  n e a r  th e  p u b lic .
4. A  v is i t  t o  th e  S ta te  C o u r t h o u s e  r e q u i r e s  a  n u m b e r  o f  p h o n e  c a l ls  a n d  p o s s ib le  r e je c t io n  

( tw ic e )  b y  s e c u r i t y  p e r s o n n e l.
T h e  r e a s o n  fo r  r e je c t io n  f r o m  p u b l ic  p la c e s  is  a lw a y s  th e  s a m e :

S e c u r i t y  p e r s o n n e l a s k :  'A r e  y o u  b l in d ? ’
W e  a n s w e r  ’ N o  w e ’ re  t r a in in g  th e  d o g . ’
S e c u r i t y  p e r s o n n e l:  " I f  y o u ' r e  n o t  b l in d  y o u  c a n ' t  b r in g  th a t d o g  in  h e re . ’
W e  e x p la in :  T h e  d o g  n e e d s  t o  b e  t r a in e d  b e fo re  th e  b lin d  p e r s o n  r e c e iv e s  h im . ’
S e c u r i t y  p e r s o n n e l:  ’ I f  y o u ' r e  n o t  b l in d  y o u  c a n ' t  c o m e  in  he re .*

I s in c e r e ly  h o p e  t h a t  H o u s e  B il l 1 7 0  is  e n a c t e d  b y  th e  le g is la tu re .

T"H anlf v/ni i f n r  i/rn ir c i  in n n r t l

S u z a n n e  P r ic e
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To: Tom Bn'cc

Stale of Alaska
Fairbanks Legislative Office
Fax # 465-2973 (Attention Tracy Ashe)

Re: House Bill 170
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