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Alaska State Legislature
In te rim  A ddress:
119 N. Cushman, Suite 211 
Fairbanks, AK 99701 
(907)-456-5081
Fax# (907)-456-S245 I

Official Business

Representative A1 Vezey

H B  163
CLASSIFYING GAMMA HYDROXYBUTYRATE AS A 

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE

Session A dd ress : 

Room 13

State Capitol 
Juneau AK

G a m m a  H y d r o x y b u t y r a t e  ( G H B ) ,  i s  k n o w n  b y  s t r e e t  n a m e s  t h a t  i n c l u d e  L i q u i d  
E ,  L i q u i d  X ,  G B H ,  G ib ,  l i q u i d  e c s t a s y ,  S c o o p ,  G e o r g i a  H o m e  B o y ,  N a t u r a l  S le e p -  
5 0 0 ,  a n d  O x y - s le e p .  is  o n e  o f  t h e  m a n y  " d a t e  r a p e ”  d r u g s  b e i n g  u s e d  in  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s .  I l l e g a l  u s e  o f  t h e  d r u g  is  o n  t h e  i n c r e a s e  in  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  p a s s e d  
i l l e g a l  d r u g  u s e  t r e n d s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  A l a s k a  w i l l  s o o n  b e  c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  G H B ' s  
e f f e c t s .  C u r r e n t l y ,  G H B  is  n o t  o c h e d u l e d  a s  a  c o n t r o l l e d  s u b s t a n c e  in  A l a s k a .

G H B  d e p r e s s e s  t h e  r e s p i r a t o r y  s y s t e m  a n d  r e d u c e s  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  o x y g e n  t h e  
b r a i n  r e c e i v e s ,  r e s u l t i n g  in  u n c o n s c i o u s n e s s  a n d  l o s s  o f  m e m o r y .  A s  is  t h e  c a s e  w i t h  
R o h y p n o l ,  v i c t im s  o f  d r u g  i n d u c e d  r a p e  t h r o u g h  u s e  o f  G H B  c a n  n o t  i d e n t i f y  t h e i r  
v i c t im s  a n d  c o n v i c t i o n  is  d i f f i c u l t  a n d  r a r e .  T h i s  b i l l  f u r t h e r  s e n d  t h e  m e s s a g e  t h a t  w e  
w i l l  n o t  t o l e r a t e  in  o u r  s o c i e t y  t h o s e  w h o  w o u l d  p e r p e t r a t e  s e x u a l  a b u s e .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  J a m e s  T o l l i v e r  o f  D E A ’s  S e a t t l e  o f f i c e ,  t h e  m a j o r  p r o b l e m  w i t h  
G H B  is  t h i s  d r u g  is  e x c l u s i v e l y  m a d e  in  h o m e  l a b o r a t o r i e s .  H e  s a i d  h o m e  b r e w e r s  
m i x  t h e  c h e m i c a l s  i n t o  a  m i l k y  p a s t e  w h i c h  t h e y  l e t  s i t .  A f t e r  a  w h i l e  t h e  l i q u i d  
s e p a r a t e s  f r o m  t h e  p o w d e r .  I f  t h e  c o m p o u n d  s i t s  l o n g e r ,  t h e  l i q u i d  e v a p o r a t e s  a n d  
t h e  p r o d u c e r  h a s  a  p o w d e r  m a t e r i a l .  T h e  p o w d e r y  s a l t  d i s s o l v e  i n s t a n t l y  w h e n  
a d d e d  t o  l i q u id .  T h e  d r u g  i s  o d o r l e s s  a n d  n e a r l y  t a s t e l e s s  s o  i s  v i r t u o u s l y  
u n d e t e c t a b l e  in  a  d r i n k .

U n t i l  t h e  d r u g  w a s  b a n n e d  b y  F D A ,  b o d y b u i l d e r s  u s e d  i t  a s  a  " s o f t  d r u g "  
s t e r o i d  t o  b u i l d  m u s c l e s  a n d  e n h a n c e  p e r f o r m a n c e .

O r p h a n  M e d i c a l  i s  c u r r e n t l y  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  F D A  p r o c e s s  t o  g e t  a p p r o v a l  t o  
u s e  X y r e m ,  a  t r a d e m a r k  n a m e  f o r  g a m m a  h y d r o x y b u t y r a t e  in  p o w d e r  f o r m ,  f o r  
N a r c o l e p s y  t r e a t m e n t .

C a l i f o r n i a  p a s s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  o n  F e b r u a r y  2 5 ,  1 9 9 7  t h a t  c l a s s i f i e s  t h e  d r u g  a s  
a  S c h e d u l e  I V  C o n t r o l l e d  S u b s t a n c e .

SPONSOR STATEMENT
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Alaska State Legislature ^

N e w s  F r o m  T h e  H o u s e  M a j o r i t y

State Capitol 
Freeman
Juneau, AK 99801 
Secretary
Actuality line: 1-800-478-6540 (907) 465-3804

H o u s e  Targets A n o t h e r  'Date R a p e 1 D r u g  For Felony Status

For Immediate Release: May 2,1997 Contact: Rep. Al Vezey (907) 465-3719

J U N E A U  - T a r g e t i n g  d r u g s  u s e d  in  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  s e x u a l  a s s a u l t ,  t h e  H o u s e  o f

p o s s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  " d a t e  r a p e "  d r u g  G a m m a  H y d r o x y b u t y r a t e  ( G H B ) ,  a  c o n t r o l l e d  
s u b s t a n c e  a n d  p o s s e s s i o n  a  f e l o n y .

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  A l  V e z e y  ( R - F a i r b a n k s ) ,  s p o n s o r  o f  H B  1 6 3  w h i c h  o u t i a w s  G H B ,  s a i d  
the d r u g  is  k n o w n  b y  s t r e e t  n a m e s  t h a t  i n c l u d e  L i q u i d  E ,  L i q u i d  X , G B H ,  G ib ,  l i q u i d  
e c s t a s y ,  S c o o p ,  G e o r g i a  H o m e  B o y ,  N a t u r a l  S le e p - 5 0 0 ,  a n d  O x y - s le e p .

R e p .  V e z e y  s a i d  i t  is  o n e  o f  t h e  m a n y  d a t e  r a p e  d r u g s  b e i n g  u s e d  in  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  
T h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  r e c e n t l y  p a s s e d  H B  6 9 ,  w h i c h  c l a s s i f i e s  F l u n i t r a z e p a m ,  a l s o  k n o w n  a s  
R o h y p n o l ,  a s  a  c o n t r o l l e d  s u b s t a n c e  a n d  m a k e s  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  t h a t  d r u g  a  f e l o n y .

Vezey s a i d  t h e  i l l e g a l  u s e  o f  G M B  is  a l s o  o n  t h e  i n c r e a s e  in  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  p a s t  
i l l e g a l  o r u g  u s e  t r e n d s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  A l a s k a  w i l l  s o o n  b e  c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  
u s e  o f  G H B ' s ,  j u s t  a s  R o h y p n o l  u s e  h a s  r e c e n t l y  b e e n  c o n f i r m e d  in  A l a s k a .  C u r r e n t l y ,  
G H B  is  n o t  s c h e d u l e d  a s  a  c o n t r o l l e d  s u b s t a n c e  in  A l a s k a  o r  b y  t h e  F e d e r a l  
g o v e r n m e n t .  T h e  D r u g  E n f o r c e m e n t  A g e n c y  is  c u r r e n t l y  w o r k i n g  t o  s c h e d u l e  G H B  a s  a  
c o n t r o l l e d  s u b s t a n c e  u n d e r  f e d e r a l  la w .

G H B  d e p r e s s e s  t h e  r e s p i r a t o r y  s y s t e m  a n d  r e d u c e s  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  o x y g e n  t h e  b r a i n  
r e c e i v e s ,  r e s u l t i n g  in  u n c o n s c i o u s n e s s .

" A s  i s  t h e  c a s e  w i t h  R o h y p n o l ,  v i c t im s  o f  d r u g  i n d u c e d  r a p e  t h r o u g h  u s e  o f  G H B  c a n  
n o t  i d e n t i f y  t h e i r  v i c t im s  a n d  c o n v i c t i o n  is  d i f f i c u l t  a n d  r a r e .  T h i s  b i l l  f u r t h e r  s e n d s  t h e  
m e s s a g e  t h a t  w e  w i l l  n o t  t o l e r a t e  t h o s e  in  o u r  s o c i e t y  w h o  w o u l d  p e r p e t r a t e  d r u g  
i n d u c e d  s e x u a l  a s s a u l t , "  s a i d  V e z e y .

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F r i d a y  u n a n im o u s l y  p a s s e d  a  m e a s u r e  w h i c h  m a k e s  t h e  u s e  a n d

A c c o r d i n g  t o  J a m e s  T o l l i v e r  o f  t h e  D E A 's  S e a t t l e  o f f i c e ,  t h e  m a j o r  p r o b l e m  w i t h  G H B  is  
t h i s  d r u g  is  e x c l u s i v e l y  m a d e  in  h o m e  l a b o r a t o r i e s .  T h e  d r u g  i s  o d o r l e s s  a n d  n e a r l y  
t a s t e l e s s  s o  i t  is  v i r t u o u s l y  u n d e t e c t a b l e  in  a  d r i n k .
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281 Gamma Hydroxy SutyraleUt* — 
New York and Texas. 1995-1996 

283 Pragnancy-Ralarsd Sohavlor* 
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for Chronic Diiwsn Prevention 
and Control, 1994 

288 Hopailtlt A Asaociated with Consumption o f Frozen 
MORBIDITY AND MORTALITY WEEKLY REPORT S tra w b e rr ie s -  Michigan.Marth 1997

Gamma Hydroxy Butyrate Use —
New York and Taxes, 1995-1938

G am m a h y d ro x y  b u ty ra te  (GHB) is a c e n tra l ne rvou s  s y s tem  dep ressan t app ro vod  
as on anaes the tic  in  s om e  co u n tr ie s ; how eve r, w ith  th e  e x ce p tio n  o f  in ve s tig a tio n a l 
research, i t  is n o t a p p ro ve d  fo r  any use in  th e  U n ite d  S ta tes. P rim a ry  g ro u p s  us ing 
GHB in c lu d e  pa rry  a n d  n ig h tc lu b  a tte ndees  and  b od yb u ild e rs . In a d d it io n , GHB is  one 
o f  se ve ra l a g e n ts  ch a ra c te r iz e d  as a 'd a te  ra p e " d ru g . D u r in g  A u g u s t 1995- 
S ep tem be r 1996, p o is o n  c o n tro l ce n te rs  in  N ew  York an d  Texas re ce ived  re po rts  o f 
69 acu to  p o is o n in g s  and o n e  dea th  a ttr ib u te d  to  in g e s tio n  o f  GHB. T h is  re p o rt de­
s c rib e s  tw o  cases and  sum m a riz e s  th e  in ve s tig a tio n s  o f GHB use in  Texas and N ew  
York. The f in d in g s  o f  these  in v e s tig a t io n s  u nde rsco re  th e  h ea lth  haza rds assoc ia ted 
w ith  usu o f GHB.
Texas

A t 12:30 p.m . on  A u g u s t 5 ,1996 , s  17-yoar-o ld g ir l w ith  n o  p re v io u s  h is to ry  o f d n ig  
o r  a lco h o l use w a s  a dm it te d  to  an  em o rg e n c y  d e p a rtm en t (ED) because o f  ca rd iac 
a rre s t w ith  c a rd io p u lm o n a ry  re su sc ita tio n  in  p rog ress. She w a s  p ro n o u n ce d  dead at 
12:40 p.m. On th e  n ig h t o f  A u g u s t 4, sh e  had been a t a lo ca l dance  c lub , w h e re  she w as 
repo rtcx i to  have  in g e s te d  s o f t  d r in ks . A n  a u to p sy  w a s  p e rfo rm ed : m u lt ip le  to x ic o lo g ic  
sc reens o f b lo o d  and  b ile  s am p le s  d id  n o t d e te c t a lc o h o l o r  o th e r  d rugs . However, on  
S e p tem be r 13, a te s t o n  p re v io u s ly  o b ta in e d  se rum  de te c te d  a se rum  le ve l o f 27 mg/L 
o f  GHB.

F rom  N o v em be r 14, 1995, th ro u g h  S e p tem be r 30, 1996, th e  Texas D epa rtm en t o f 
H ea lth  rece ived re p o r ts  o f  57 pe rson s  w h o  had  ad ve rse  h e a lth  e.'fects a ttr ib u te d  to  
in g e s tio n  o f  GHB, in c lu d in g  th e  o ne  d ea th  d e sc rib e d  in  th is  re p o rt. O f th e  57 repo rts , 
30 w e re  re ce ived  f ro m  th e  D a lla s P o ison  C on tro l Center, a n d  26 w e re  rece ived  f ro m  
th e  G a lves ton  P o iso n  C o n tro l Center. T he  dea th  w as re p o r te d  b y  th o  A ss is ta n t M ed ica l 
E xam in e r in  H am s  C oun ty , w h o  lis te d  th e  d ea th  as a h om ic id e  as th e  rosu tt o f  GHB 
to x ic ity . O f th e  56 re p o r ts  f r o m  th e  p o is o n  c o n tro l cen te rs , 34 in v o lv e d  males; 10 re ­
p o r ts  in v o lv e d  te e nage rs  a g e d  16 - 18  years. N in e te en  p e rs o n s  w e re  tre a te d  in  and re ­
leased f ro m  h o sp ita l EDs, a n d  25 w e ro  a dm itte d  to  in tonsrvo-care u n its  w ith  severe 
c lin ic a l s ym p tom s , in c lu d in g  c om a  (16 ). re sp ira to ry  d a p re ss io n  (th ree ), a n d  a g ita tio n  
(one); s ix  re q u ire d  in tu b a t io n .  O f th e  58 repo rts , 12  In c lu ded  in g e s tio n  o f  b o th  a lcoho l 
a n d  GHB. and  th re e  in c lu d e d  th e  u se  o f GHB w ith  o th e r d ru g s .

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN 5CRVXTE5 / Public Health Service
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Com m a H ydroxy  Butyrate U se  — C on tinued  

N ew  York
On O ctobe r 30 ,1996 , a 20-year-old m an  w h o  w as u n re sp o n s iv e  a fte r se ve ra l ep i­

sodes o f v om it in g  w a s  ta ken  to  an  ED 2 1/i h o u rs  o ffe r in g e s tin g  a m ix tu ra  o f  GHB ond 
s o d ium  hyd rox ide . Ho w a s  in tu b a te d  and  a dm itte d  to  th e  in tans ive-ca ra  u n it, w h e re  a 
b ro n cho scop y  in d ic a te d  f r ia b le  lu n g  t is s u e  th a t w a s  a ttr ib u te d  to  a s p ira t io n  o f  g as tr ic  
co n te n ts  c o n ta in in g  s o d ium  h yd ro x id e . He d e ve lo p e d  b ila te ra l p n e um o th o ra ce s  and 
had gene ra lized  se izu res and w a s  tra n s fe r re d  to  a th ir d  h o s p ita l fo r  p o ss ib le  extra- 
co rpo rea l m em b rane  o x yg e n  th e ra p y  an d  lu n g  tra n sp la n t.  H ow eve r, h is  c o n d it io n  im ­
p ro ved , and he  w a s  e x tu b a te d  a nd  p la ce d  on  s u p p o r t iv e  ca re  and  recovered.

D u r in g  A u g u s t 2 7 , 1S 95-O ctobe r 30 ,1996 , th e  Long Is la n d  R eg io na l P o ison  C o n tro l 
C en te r rece ived re p o r ts  o f 13  p o rso n s  w ith  e xp o su re  to  GHB. A ll 13  w e re  eva lu a te d  in  
ho sp ita l EDs. Fou r o f  th e  1 3  a ls o  c o n s um ed  e th ano l. A l l f iv e  p e rso n s  In it ia lly  had a l­
te re d  m en ta l s ta tus , in c lu d in g  com a  (th ree ), s tu p o r  (one), end  In o b r io tio n  (one). E igh t 
o f th e  13  pe rsons had  p re p a re d  GHB a t h om e  u s in g  s o d iu m  h y d ro x id e  and  b u ty ro l 
la c tone ; o f th e  e igh t, th re e  re q u ire d  a dm is s io n  to  0 h o sp ita l.
Reported  by: J  Carter. DO, H  M o fan son , M O . T  Caraccio. Pherm D, L o n g  Is land  R eg io n a l P o ison  
Con tro l Center, W in th rop -U n iv  H osp ita l. N e w  York; P  Sm ith. M O , S tate  E p idem io log is t, O  M orse . 
M O, N ew  York Srate O ept o f Health. C  Keys. M O , L  W illiam s. P o ison  Cen te r Network. D iv  o f  
Em ergency  M ed ic ine . U n lv  o f  Texas Sou thw este rn  S ch o o l o f  M ed ic ine . Dallas: G Coody. Drug  
and  M ed ica l Dev ices Div, B u r o f  P o od  a n d  D rug  Safety. Texas D ep t o f  Health. O ffice  o f D ivers ion  
Contro l. D rug  E n fo rcem en t A d m in is tra t io n . En v iro n m en ta l H n tards E p id e m io lo g y  Section , 
Health S tud ie s  dr. D iv  o f  En v iro n m en ta l H aza rds a n d  Health Effects, N a t ion a l Center fo r  Env i­
ronm enta l Health, COC.

E d ito r ia l Note*. GHB in c reases d o p am in o  le ve ls  in  th e  b ra in  and  has e ffe c ts  th ro u g h  
th o  e ndogenous  o p io id  s y s tem ; m o s t GHB is e x c re te d  d u r in g  th e  f ir s t h o u rs  a fte r 
in g e s tio n  (7 ).  M an ife s ta tio n s  o f a cu te  GHB to x ic i ty  in c lu d e  com a, se izu res, re sp ira to ry  
dep ress ion , and  v om it in g .  O th e r d o c um e n te d  e ffe c ts  o f  GHB in c lu d e  am nes ia  and  h y ­
po to n ia  (assoc ia ted w ith  doses o f  10  mg/kg b o d y  w e ig h t); a n o rm a l sequence  o f  rap id  
eye  m o vem en t (REM) and  non-REM s leep  (d oses o f  20-30 m g A g  b o d y  w e ig h t); and 
anesthes ia  (doses o f  a p p ro x im a te ly  50 m gA g  b o d y  w e ig h t). D oses o f >50 m gA g  body 
w e ig h t can dec rease  ca rd ia c  o u tp u t a n d  p ro d u c e  se ve re  re s p ira to ry  dep ress ion , 
se izure-like ac tiv ity , a nd  com a  (2 ) ;  c om e  e nd  re s p ira to ry  d e p re ss io n  m a y  be p o te n ti­
a te d  by c o n c om ita n t use  o f  a lc o h o l (3 ).  T h e re  is  no  e n tid o to  f o r  GHB ove rdose , and 
tre a tm e n t is re s tr ic te d  to  n o n s p e c if ic  s u p p o r t iv e  care. P a tien ts  in  N ew  York an d  Tcxss 
have requ ired  ED care; m an y  o f  th o s e  h o sp ita liz e d  have  re q u ire d  v o n t ila to ry  s u p p o rt 
a n d  in tens ive  care.

In th e  U n ite d  S ta te s , GHB has been p ro d u c e d  c la n d e s tin e ly  in  w id e ly  v a ry in g  
deg rees o f pu rity . GHB has been  m a rke te d  as a l iq u id  o r  p o w d e r an d  has been so ld  on  
th e  s tre e t u n d e r n am o s  su ch  os "G re v io u s  B o d ily  H a rm ,"  'G e o rg ia  H om o Boy,”  
"L iq u id  Ecstasy," 'L iq u id  X ," "L iq u id  E," "G H B ," 'CSBH,* "S o a p ,"  'S c o o p ,"  "Easy 
Lay,* 'S a l ty  W ate r," 'G -R tff ic k , ' 'C h e r r y  M e n th , 'o n d  'O rg a n ic  Q u a a lu d e . ' Im p ro p e r 
p re p a ra tio n  o f GHB can  re s u lt in  a m ix tu re  o f  GHB and  s o d iu m  h y d ro x id o  th a t can be 
se ve re ly  to x ic  because o f  th e  c o m b in e d  e ffe c ts  o f  th e  GHB e n d  th e  d ire c t cau s tic  e f­
fe c ts  o f  s o d ium  h yd ro x id e .

In Dallas, GHB use  has b een  a sso c ia te d  w ith  e ven ts  a t w h ic h  se ve ra l p e rsons have 
been  fo u n d  com a to se . S om e  pe rs o n s  w h o  h a ve  su s ta in ed  ad ve rse  e ffe c ts  o f  GHB 
have  re po rted  b e in g  g iv e n  th e  d ru g  su r re p tit io u a ty  (e .g „ h a v in g  i t  s lip p e d  in to  th e ir  
d r in k ), w h ite  o th e rs  h a ve  a d m it te d  to  in te n t io n a l use. T h o  D ru g  E n fo rc em en t

282 MMWH April 4, 19S7
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Gamms Hydroxy Butyrate Use — Continued

Administration IDEA) is examining the distribution and abuse of GHB in the United 
States; although distribution has been ■Jocumented in 27 states, GHB use is highly 
prevalent in California, Florida, Georgia, md Texas.

In the United States, GHB is under spocifie Food and Drug Administration exemp­
tions for investigational research protocols for the treatment of narcolepsy. Although 
possession of GHB is not illegal under federal law, its manufacture end sale is prohib­
ited under the Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act In Georgia and Rhode Island, state con­
trolled substances acts have classified GHB into Schedule I', and other states ere 
considering similar action. In addition, the DEA is gathering information and consider­
ing a scheduling review for possible control of GHB underthe Federal Controlled Sub­
stances Actr. Public health officials should report episodes of adverse effects of GHB 
use to DEA, telephone (202) 307-7183.

References
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♦Drugs that do not have currently accepted med ica l use in  the United States, have a h ig h  abuse 
potential, and are not provan to  ba safe under mod ica l supervision.

'P ub lic  Law no. 91-513.

Pregnancy-Related Behaviors Among Migrant Farm Workers —
Four States. 19B9-1993

The U.S. workforce includes an estimated 3-5 million migrant and seasonal form 
worker* (1,2I; approximately 1G% of migrant farm workers are womon (R. Mines, U.S. 
Department of Labor, personal communication, 1997). Early enrollment in prenatal 
care and proper weight gain during pregnancy can reduce the risk for poor birth out­
comes (1-4). To characterize pregnancy-related behaviors and outcomes among mi­
grant farm workers, CDC analyzed data for 1989-1993 on prenatal-care uso, weight 
gain during pregnancy, and birth outcomes among migrant farm workers enrolled in 
the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Woman, Infants, and Children (W1C) 
in four states participating in CDC*s Pregnancy Nutrition Surveillance Syatem (PNSS). 
This report presents the results of that analysis, which indicate that the goals of the 
national health objectives for the year 2000 for pregnant migrant women enrollod in 
W1C have not boen met.

The PNSS collects prenatal and postpartum information about women and their 
infants who are enrolled In publicly funded health, nutrition, and food-assistance pro­
grams. For this report, PNSS data from four states were compered for two groups of 
pregnant women enrolled in WIC programs: women who were classified as migrants 
(n=4840) end those who were not in=610,728). A migrant farm worker was defined as 
a person whose primary employment is in agriculture on a seasonal basis, who has 
been employed within the previous 24 months, and who establishes, for the purposes 
of such employment, a temporary abode in the United States (51.

Overall, migrants were more likely than nonmigrams tn be of Hispanic origin, 
younger, and married and were loss likely to have attained a high school education

Vol.46/ No. 13 MMWH 2ft3
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G A M M A - H Y D R O X Y B U T Y R A T E  ( G H B )

J a m e s  M .  T o l l i v e r ,  P h .D .  
P h a r m a c o l o g i s t  

□ r u g  a n d  C h e m ic a l  E v a lu a t i o n  S e c t i o n  
O f f i c e  o f  D i v e r s io n  C o n t r o l  

D r u g  E n f o r c e m e n t  A d m in i s t r a t i o n  
M a r c h  2 7 ,  1 9 9 7

O t h e r  N a m e s :  S o d i u m  O x y b a t e ,  4 - H y d r o x y b u t a n o i c  a c id  m o n o s o d i u m  s a l t .

P h a r m a c o l o g i c a l  E f f e c t s  o f  G H B :

N a t u r a l l y  o c c u r i n g  m e t a b o l i t e  in  m a m m a l i a n  t i s s u e s .
D e p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  N e r v o u s  S y s t e m  ( C N S )  •*>  S e d a t io n ,  S l e e p  

1  t o  3  G r a m s  — >  S le e p  
G r e a t e r  t h a n  3  t o  4 G r a m s  — -> A n e s t h e s i a  

P r o m o t e s  r e le a s e  o f  g r o w t h  h o r m o n e  f r o m  p i t u i t a r y  g la n d .
C o n v u l s i o n s

P r o d u c t i o n  o f  a  t r a n c e - l i k e  s t a t e .
U s e d  a s  a n  a n im a l  m o d e l  f o r  p e t i t  m a l  e p i le p s y .

E u p h o r i a
P o t e n t i a t e s  C N S  E f f e c t s  o f  A l c o h o l  a n d  O t h e r  D e p r e s s a n t s  

C l i n i c a l  U s e s  o f  G H B

A n e s t h e t i c  A d j u n c t
A p p r o v e d  f o r  t h i s  u s e  in  s o m e  c o u n t r i e s ,  b u t  n o t  U .S .

N a r c o le p s y
N o t  y e t  a p p r o v e d  f o r  t h i s  u s e  in  a n y  c o u n t r y .
U n d e r  e x p e r im e n t a l  s t u d y ,  u s i n g  a n  F D A  p r o t o c o l  in  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  
I n v e s t i g a t i o n a l  N e w  D r u g  A p p l i c a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  F D A  e x i s t  o n  t h e  d r u g .  
S p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  t r e a t  n i g h t t im e  s le e p  d i s r u p t i o n  in  n a r c o le p t i c s .

A l c o h o l  W i t h d r a w a l
N o t  a n  a p p r o v e d  u s e  in  a n y  c o u n t r y .
E x p e r im e n t a l  u s e  o n ly .

H e r o i n  W i t h d r a w a l
N o t  a n  a p p r o v e d  u s e  in  a n y  c o u n t r y .
E x p e r im e n t a l  u s e  o n ly .
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Marketing Status o f  G H B

H a s  n e v e r  b e e n  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  F o o d  a n d  D r u g  A d m in i s t r a t i o n  ( F D A )  f o r  
m e d i c a l  u s e  in  t h e  U n i t e d  S ta t e s .

I s  c u r r e n t l y  u n d e r  d e v e l o p m e n t  b y  t h e  d r u g  c o m p a n y ,  O r p h a n  M e d i c a l  In c . ,  f o r  
t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  n a r c o l e p s y  in  t h e  U .S .

A p p r o v a l  b y  F D A  f o r  m e d i c a l  u s e  in  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i s  e x p e c t e d  in  2  t o  3  y e a r s  
p r o v i d i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  n o  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o c e s s .

A v a i l a b l e  in  T u n i s i a ,  N e w  Z e a la n d ,  N e t h e r l a n d s ,  M o r o c c o ,  I t a ly ,
F r e n c h  W e s t  A f r i c a ,  F r a n c e ,  S p a in ,  H u n g a r y  a n d  G e r m a n y  a s  
i n t r a v e n o u s  a n e s t h e t i c .

T r a d e  N a m e s  in  o t h e r  c o u n t r ie s :  A l c o v e r ,  A n e t a m in ,  G a m m a - O H ,  S o m s a n i t
A l l  a r e  i n j e c t a b l e  s o lu t io n s .

D i s p o s i t i o n  o f  G H B  i n  B o d y

R e a d i l y  a b s o r b e d  in  g a s t r o i n t e s t in a l  t r a c t .
R e a d i l y  r e a c h e s  t h e  b r a in .
M e t a b o l i z e d  in  l i v e r  t o  c a r b o n  d io x id e  a n d  w a t e r .
N o  a c t i v e  m e t a b o l i t e s .
E x c r e t e d  in  u r i n e  in  l a r g e s t  a m o u n t  w i t h i n  2  t o  5  h o u r s  a f t e r  

in g e s t i o n .
N o t  d e t e c t a b le  in  b io l o g i c a l  f l u i d s  ( b lo o d ,  u r in e )  a f t e r  1 2  h o u r s  

f o l l o w i n g  i n g e s t i o n .

I n d i v i d u a l s  W h o  A b u s e  G H B

B o d y b u i l d e r s
H ig h  S c h o o l  a n d  C o l l e g e  S t u d e n t s
R a v e  P a r t y  A t t e n d e e s
N ig h t  C l u b  A t t e n d e e s
I n d i v i d u a l s  I n t e n t  o n  S e x u a l  A s s a u l t

R e a s o n s  C i t e d  f o r  A b u s e  o f  G H B  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s

P r o m o t i o n  o f  m u s c l e  g r o w t h  v ia  i n c r e a s e s  in  e n d o g e n o u s  g r o w t h  
h o r m o n e  p r o d u c t i o n .

U s e d  a s  s e d a t i v e  t o  c o m e  d o w n  o f f  o f  s t im u la n t s  ( e . g .  e p h e d r i n e ) .
A c h i e v e  a n  i n t o x i c a t e d  " h ig h "  ( u s u a l l y  in  c o m b in a t i o n  w i t h  a lc o h o l ) .
C h e a p  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  e c s t a c y  (M D M A ) .
M e n t a l l y  a n d  p h y s i c a l l y  i n c a p a c i t a t e  w o m e n  f o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  

c o m m i t i n g  s e x u a l  a s s a u l t .
P r o m o t e d  a s  n u t r i t i o n a l  s u p p le m e n t .
A b u s e d  a s  a p h r o d i s i a c .

/
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U s e  o f  G H B  t o  C o m m i t  S e x u a l  A s s a u l t .

G H B  is  u s e d  t o  m e n t a l l y  a n d  p h y s i c a l l y  i n c a p a c i t a t e  p o t e n t i a l  s e x u a l  a s s u a l t  
v i c t im s .

T h e  D E A  is  a w a r e  o r  s e x u a l  a s s a u l t  c a s e s  i n v o l v i n g  f l u n i t r a z e p a m  in  F lo r id a ,  
C a l i f o r n i a  a n d  L o u i s i a n a .

In  a t  l e a s t  t w o  c a s e s  in  F lo r id a ,  G H B  h a s  b e e n  d e t e c t e d  in  t h e  u r i n e  o f  
s e x u a l  a s s a u l t  v i c t im s .

G H B  s h o u ld  b e  lo o k e d  f o r  in  t h e  u r i n e  o f  p o t e n t i a l  s e x u a l  a s s a u l t  v i c t im s .  
G H B  w i l l  p r im a r i l y  b e  f o u n d  in  t h e  f i r s t  u r i n e  s a m p le  v o i d e d  a f t e r  t h e  a s s a u l t  

v i c t im  w a k e s  u p .
G H B  is  e l im i n a t e d  q u i c k l y  a n d  is  n o t  l i k e l y  to  b e  d e t e c t a b le  b y  1 2  h o u r s  p o s t ­

a d m in i s t r a t i o n .

F o r m s  o f  G H B  o n  S t r e e t :

L i q u id  F o r m
M o s t  c o m m o n  f o r m  e n c o u n t e r d ,
U s u a l l y  c le a r .
U s u a l l y  v i s c u o u s .
H a s  a  s a l t y  t a s t e .
C la n d e s t i n e l y  m a d e .

P o w d e r e d  M a t e r i a l  
G r a i n y
W h i t e  to  o f f - w h i t e  ( s a n d )  c o lo r e d .
T e n d s  t o  t a k e  o n  w a t e r  ( h y d r o s c o p i c ) .
M o s t  l i k e l y  p r im a r i l y  c l a n d e s t i n e l y  p r o d u c e d .
A t  l e a s t  o n e  f o r e i g n  s o u r c e  h a s  b e e n  id e n t i f i e d .

N o t  k n o w n  h o w  m u c h  i f  a n y  G H B  im p o r t e d  f r o m  f o r e i g n  s o u r c e .  
A v a i l a b l e  f r o m  s o m e  c h e m ic a l  s u p p l y  s t o r e s  in  p o w d e r e d  f o r m .

S p e c i f i c  F o r m u la t i o n s  
R a r e l y  f o u n d .
H a s  b e e n  f o u n d  in  c a p s u l e  f o r m .

S t r e e t  N a m e s  f o r  G H B :

G r e v i o u s  B o d i l y  H a r m  ( G B H )
G e o r g i a  H o m e  B o y  
L i q u i d  E c s t a x y  
L i q u i d  X  
L i q u i d  E  
L i q u i d  G  
G
S o a p

G H B
G B H
S c o o p
E a s y  L a y
S a l t y  W a t e r
G - r i f f ic k
C h e r r y  M e t h
O r g a n i c  Q u a a lu d e
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H o w  i s  G H B  T a k e n :

O r a l  A d m in i s t r a t i o n  O n ly .
U s u a l l y  in  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  0 .5  t o  2  o r  3  g r a m s  p e r  d o s e .
D o s e  c a n  v a r y  c o n s i d e r a b l y .
L i q u id  G H B

T a k e n  e i t h e r  a l o n e  o r  in  o t h e r  d r in k s .
P r im a r i l y  u s e d  in  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  a l c o h o l  c o n s u m p t i o n . 
In  T e x a s  - 1  B o t t l e  C a p  f u l l  a b o u t  e v e r y  h o u r .

P o w d e r e d  G H B
O n e  t o  t w o  s p o o n f u l s  a t  a t  t im e .
D i s s o l v e d  in  l i q u id s  s u c h  a s  w a t e r  o r  a l c o h o l  b e v e r a g e s .

A d v e r s e  E f f e c t s  o f  G H B :

D r o w s in e s s
D iz z in e s s
E u p h o r i a
R e e m e r g e n t  D e l i r i u m  w i t h  H a l l u c i n a t i o n s
A g i t a t i o n
R e s t l e s s n e s s
D e lu s i o n s
H e a d a c h e
N a u s e a  a n d  V o m i t i n g  
E n u r e s i s
E x c e s s i v e  S a l i v a t i o n  
S w e a t i n g
R e d u c e d  B o d y  T e m p e r a t u r e  ( H y p o t h e r m ia )

R e d u c e d  M u s c l e  T o n e  ( H y p o t o n ia )  
R e d u c e d  8 l o o d  P r e s s u r e  ( H y p o t e n s i o n )  
D e c r e a s e d  H e a r t  R a t e  ( B r a d y c a r d i a )  
D e c r e a s e d  R e s p i r a t i o n  R a t e  
S e i z u r e s  -

A b s e n c e  S e i z u r e s  
G r a n d  M a i  S e i z u r e s  

A m n e s ia
R e d u c t i o n  o r  L o s s  o f  G a g  R e f l e x  
A b r u p t  L o s s  o f  C o n s c i o u s n e s s  
C o m a  
D E A T H

( P r im a r i l y  w i t h  o t h e r  d r u g s )

E f f e c t s  o f  G H B  a p p e a r  w i t h  a n  o n s e t  o f  a b o u t  1 5  m in u t e s  a n d  l a s t  a p p r o x im a t e l y  3  
h o u r s .

G H B  p o t e n t i a t e s  t h e  c e n t r a l  n e r v o u s  s y s t e m  ( C N S )  d e p r e s s a n t  e f f e c t s  o f  a l c o h o l  a n d  
o t h e r  C N S  d e p r e s s a n t s .  L i k e w is e ,  a l c o h o l  a n d  o t h e r  C N S  d e p r e s s a n t s  w i l l  p o t e n t i a t e  
t h e  C N S  d e p r e s s a n t  e f f e c t s  o f  a l c o h o l .

D e p e n d e n c e  c a n  d e v e l o p  w i t h  p r o lo n g e d  u s e  o f  t h e  d r u g .

I0OO9
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T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  n u m e r o u s  e n e r g e n c y  r o o m  e n c o u n t e r s  w i t h  w h a t  is  p r e s u m e d  to  b e  
G H B  in  m a n y  p a r t s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  S o m e  o f  t h e  s t a t e s  w h e r e  G H B  h a s  b e e n  
e n c o u n t e r e d  in  t h e  e m e r g e n c y  r o o m s  a r e  l i s t e d  b e lo w .

M a s s a s h u s e t t s

D e a t h s  I n  W h i c h  G H B  W a s  F o u n d  i n  B i o l o g i c a l  F l u i d s .  F o r  t h e s e  c a s e s  t h e  D E A  
h a s  r e c e i v e d  t o x i c o l o g y  a n d / o r  a u t o p s y  r e p o r t s  f r o m  t o x i c o l o g y  l a b o r a t o r i e s  a n d  
m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r s ’ o f f i c e s .  ( T h e  f a c t  t h a t  G H B  w a s  d e t e c t e d  i n  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  
f l u i d s  d o e s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  m e a n  t h a t  G H B  w a s  t h e  s o l e  c a u s e  o f  d e a t h ! )

C a l i f o r n i a
F l o r i d a
G e o r g i a
I l l i n o i s
I o w a
L o u i s i a n a

M ic h ig a n  
N e b r a s k a  
N e w  Y o r k
N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  
R h o d e  I s la n d  
T e x a s

M a y ,  1 9 9 3 I t a l y 4 2  Y e a r - o ld  h e r o in  a d d i c t  in  w h i c h  G H B ,  
m o r p h in e  a n d  6 - m o n o a c e t y lm o r p h in e  
w e r e  f o u n d  in  v a r i o u s  b i o l o g i c a l  f l u i d s  
a n d  t i s s u e s .  T h i s  c a s e  w a s  r e p o r t e d  in  
a  1 9 9 6  i s s u e  o f  t h e  J o u r n a l  o f  F o r e n s i c  
S c ie n c e .

M a r c h ,  1 9 9 5  H u n t i n g t o n  B e a c h  
C a l i f o r n i a

W h i t e ,  m a le ,  b o d y b u i l d e r  (3 4  y e a r s  
o ld )  w i t h  G H B ,  e t h a n o l  a n d  M D M A  in  
b lo o d .

O c t o b e r  1 9 9 5  O m a h a ,  N e b r a s k a  W h i t e ,  f e m a l e  f o u n d  w i t h  e t h a n o l  in
in  b l o o d  a n d  G H B  in  u r in e .

J a n u a r y  1 9 9 6  W a l n u t  C r e e k ,  
C a l i f o r n i a

W h i t e ,  m a le  ( 2 5  y e a r s  o ld )  w i t h  e t h a n o l  
a n d  G H B  in  b lo o d .

M a r c h  1 9 9 6 C h a r l o t t e ,  
N o r t h  C a r o l i n a

W h i t e  m a le  w i t h  e t h a n o l  a n d  G H B  in  
b lo o d .

A p r i l ,  1 9 9 6 K i l l e e n ,  T e x a s W h i t e  f e m a l e  w i t h  g a m m a - b u t y r o la c t o n e  
d e t e c t e d  in  b lo o d .

May 11, 1996 Florida W h i t e  f e m a le  2 6  y e a r s  o ld .  ( D e t a i l s  n o t  
r e le a s ib le  a t  t h i s  t im e )
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A u g u s t  1 9 9 6  O c e a n  C i t y ,  M a r y l a n d  P r o f e s s i o n a l  m a le  w r e s t l e r  f o u n d  t o
h a v e  G H B ,  e p h e d r i n e ,  a n a b o l i c  s t e r o i d s  
a n d  a l c o h o l  in  h is  s y s t e m .

A u g u s t  1 9 9 6  L a  P o r t e ,  T e x a s H i s p a n i c  f e m a le  ( 1 7  y e a r s  o ld )  f o u n d  t o  
h a v e  G H B  b u t  n o  o t h e r  d r u g s  in  b lo o d .

S e p t .  1 9 9 6  P o m o n a ,  C a l i f o r n i a  W h i t e ,  M a le  ( 1 8  y e a r s  o l d )  f o u n d  w i t h
e t h a n o l  a n d  G H B  in  p o s tm o r t e m  b lo o d .

D e c e m b e r  1 9 9 6  F lo r i d a W h i t e ,  m a le  3 0  y e a r s  o ld .  ( D e t a i l s  
c a n n o t  b e  r e le a s e d  a t  t h i s  t im e . )

J a n u a r y  1 9 9 7  F lo r i d a W h i t e ,  m a le  2 5  y e a r s  o ld .  ( D e t a i l s  
c a n n o t  b e  r e l e a s e d  a t  t h i s  t im e . )

F o r e i g n  n e w p a p e r  a r t i c l e s  h a v e  r e p o r t e d  o n  t h e  G H B - r e la t e d  d e a t h  o f  a  2 1  y e a r  o ld  
f e m a l e  in  S t o u r b r i d g e ,  W e s t  M id l a n d s  in  G r e a t  B r i t i a n  in  M a r c h  1 9 9 6 .  D E A  h a s  n o  
c o n f i r m a t i o n  o f  t h i s  c a s e .

O n  F e b r u a r y  1 8 ,  1 9 9 7 ,  t h e  F o o d  a n d  D r u g  A d m in i s t r a t i o n  ( F D A )  i s s u e d  a  w a r n i n g  t h a t  
G H B  c o u n d  b e  d e a d ly .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  r e p o r t ,  G H B  is  b la m e d  f o r  d o z e n s  o f  
h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n s  a n d  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  d e a t h s . T h e  F D A  u r g e d  p o l i c e ,  e m e r g e n c y  r o o m s  
a n d  c o r o n e r s  t o  b e g in  a g g r e s s i v e l y  t e s t i n g  f o r  G H B  w h e n  y o u n g  p e o p l e  w in d  u p  in  t h e  
e m e r g e n c y  r o o m  w i t h  t h e  s y m p t o m s  p r o d u c e d  b y  G H B .

I t  i s  b e c o m in g  i n c r e a s i n g l y  e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  c o n s u m p t i o n  o f  G H B  in  c o m b i n a t i o n  w i t h  
s u b l e t h a l  d o s e s  o f  a l c o h o l  c a n  r e s u l t  in  d e a t h .

Source and D i s t r i b u t i o n  of G H B  Found o n  S t r e e t  i n  U .S .

P r im a r i l y  v ia  c l a n d e s t i n e  l a b o r a t o r y  s y n t h e s is .
U s u a l l y  l i q u i d  is  f o r m e d .
N e e d  c h e m ic a l s :  G a m m a - B u t y l l a c t o n e ,  S o d iu m  H y d r o x i d e  a n d  

H y d r o c h l o r i c  A c id ,  B u f f e r  S o lu t io n s .
V e r y  l i t t l e  d i v e r s i o n  o r  s m u g g l i n g  o f  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a n d  c h e m ic a l  

g r a d e  G H B .
In  T e x a s ,  b o t t l e  c a p  f u l l  o f  l i q u id  G H B  s o l d  f o r  $ 1 0 . 0 0  
I n  s o m e  s t a t e s ,  l i q u i d  G H B  s o ld  b y  t h e  d r o p s  d i s p e n s e d  f r o m  a  

m e d i c i n e  d r o p p e r  f o r  $ 5 .0 0  p e r  s e v e r a l  d r o p s .
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C l a n d e s t i n e  S y n t h e s i s  o f  G H B

C o n v e r s i o n  o f  g a m m a - b u t y l a c t o n e  w i t h  b a s e  t o  G H E .
O n e - S t e p  R e a c t io n
N o  s p e c i a l  r e a c t i o n s  c o n d i t i o n s  r e q u i r e d .
S p e c i a l  c h e m ic a l  k n o w le d g e  in  n o t  r e q u i r e d .
R e q u i r e d  c h e m ic a l s  a r e  c h e a p  a n d  e a s y  t o  o b t a in .
S y n t h e s i s  h a s  b e e n  d e s c r i b e d  e x t e n s i v e l y  o n  t h e  I n t e r n e t .
C h e m ic a l s  U s e d :  G a m m a - B u t y la c t o n e

S o d iu m  o r  P o t a s s iu m  H y d r o x id e  
E t h a n o l  ( E t h y l  A l c o h o l )
A c i d  - H y d r o c h l o r i c  a n d / o r  S u l f u r i c  
P H  B u f f e r  S o lu t i o n s

C h e m ic a l  E q u ip m e n t :  G e n e r a l  L a b  E q u ip m e n t
M ix in g  B o w l  
P H  M e t e r  o r  P H  P a p e r  
H o t  P la t e

G a m m a - B u t y r o l a c t o n e  (G B L )  is  t h e  p r e c u r s o r  f o r  G H B .  G H L  c a n n o t  b e  u s e d  t o  m a k e  
a n y  c o n t r o l l e d  d r u g s .  F in d in g  G B L  a t  a  p o t e n t i a l  l a b o r a t o r y  s i t e  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  p r e s e n c e  
o f  a  G H B  c l a n d e s t i n e  la b o r a t o r y .

G H L  is  a  l i q u i d  t h a t  c a n  b e  p u r c h a s e d  f a i r l y  c h e a p l y  f r o m  m o s t  c h e m ic a l  s u p p l y  s t o r e s  
in  la r g e  ( k i l o g r a m )  q u a n t i t i e s .  S o d i u m  o r  p o t a s s i u m  h y d r o x i d e  is  c h e a p  a n d  c a n  b e  
p u r c h a s e d  in  l a r g e  ( h u n d r e d s  o f  g r a m s  o r  k i l o g r a m s )  q u a n t i t i e s .  S u c h  la r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  
a l l o w  f o r  t h e  s y n t h e s i s  o f  l a r g e  ( k i l o g r a m )  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  G H B .

S t a t e s  w i t h  D o c u m e n t e d  G H B  D i s t r i b u t i o n  A s  D e t e r m i n e d  F r o m  S t a t e  a n d  L o c a l  
F o r e n s i c  L a b o r a t o r y  A n a l y s i s  o f  S u b m i t t e d  E x h i b i t s :

A l a b a m a L o u i s i a n a R h o d e  I s l a n d
A r i z o n a M a r y l a n d S o u t h  C a r o l i n a
C a l i f o r n i a M ic h ig a n T e x a s
C o l o r a d o M is s o u r i V i r g i n i a
F l o r i d a N e b r a s k a W is c o n s i n
G e o r g i a N e w  H a m p s h i r e I o w a
H a w a i i N e w  Y o r k N o r t h  C a r o l i n a
I l l i n o i s O h io
K a n s a s O k la h o m a
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S u b m i s s i o n  o f  G H B  a n d  G B L  E x h i b i t s  t o  D E A  F o r e n s i c  L a b o r a t o r i e s  O v e r  P e r i o d  
o f  A u g u s t  1 9 9 4  t o  F e b r u a r y  1 , 1 9 9 7 .  ( I n f o r m a t i o n  C o l l e c t e d  F r o m  t h e  D E A  S t r i d e  
S y s t e m )

2 6  T o t a l  C a s e s  I n v o l v i n g  4 0  T o t a l  E x h ib i t s .
B r e a k d o w n  o f  C a s e s  b y  Y e a r

1 9 9 4 - 2
1 9 9 5 - 1 1
1 9 9 6 - 1 2  

O f  4 0  T o t a l  E x h i b i t s
2 5  E x h i b i t s  w e r e  l iq u id s .
1 4  E x h i b i t s  w e r e  p o w d e r e d  m a t e r i a l  
1  E x h i b i t  w a s  c a p s u le s  e a c h  c o n t a i n i n g  1 . 1 4  g r a m s  G H D .

D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  C a s e s  A m o n g  S t a t e s
C a l i f o r n i a  8
I l l i n o i s  3
G e o r g i a  3
L o u i s i a n a  2
F lo r i d a  2
T e x a s  2
M ic h i g a n  2
A r i z o n a  1
R h o d e  I s l a n d  1 
C o l o r a d o  1
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  1

E x a m in a t i o n  o f  D E A  c a s e f i l e s  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  S T R ID E  s y s t e m  r e v e a l s  a d d i t i o n a l  c a s e s  
i n v o l v i n g  G H B  c l a n d e s t i n e  l a b o r a t o r i e s  in  W a s h in g t o n ,  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  a n d  T e x a s .

T h e  D E A  h a s  s e v e r a l  c a s e s  in  w h ic h  t h e  c l a n d e s t i n e  s y n t h e s i s  o f  G H B  w a s  e a r n e d  o u t  
in  c l a n d e s t i n e  m e t h a m p h e t a m in e  la b o r a t o r i e s .

R e g u l a t o r y  C o n t r o l  A c t i o n s

N o t  p r e s e n t l y  s c h e d u l e d  u n d e r  t h e  f e d e r a l  C o n t r o l l e d  S u b s t a n c e s  A c t .
D E A  i s  c u r r e n t l y  c o l l e c t i n g  t h e  d a t a  t o  a d m in i s t r a t i v e l y  p l a c e  G H B  

u n d e r  t h e  F e d e r a l  C o n t r o l l e d  S u b s t a n c e s  A c t .
I n  N o v e m b e r ,  1 9 9 1 ,  t h e  F D A  b a n n e d  t h e  s a l e  o f  G H B  in  h e a l t h  f o o d  s t o r e s .
I t  is  a  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  F o o d ,  D r u g  a n d  C o s m e t i c  A c t  t o  m a n u f a c t u r e  a n d  

s e l l  G H B  in  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,
I t  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  i l l e g a l  t o  b e  in  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  G H B  f o r  p e r s o n a l  u s e  o n ly .  
G e o r g i a  a n d  R h o d e  I s l a n d  h a v e  p l a c e d  G H B  in  S c h e d u l e  I o f  t h e i r  s t a t e ' s  

C o n t r o l l e d  S u b s t a n c e s  A c t .
M a r c h  2 0 , 1 9 9 7  F l o r i d a  p la c e d  G H B  p e r m a n e n t l y  in t o  S c h e d u l e  II o f  s t a t e

te)013
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t h e i r  s t a t e  la w s .

C o u n t r i e s  W i t h  G H B  A b u s e :

U n i t e d  S t a t e s
E n g la n d
S p a in
S w e d e n
A u s t r a l i a
I t a l y
G e r m a n y
N e t h e r l a n d s


