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SCR11 establishes a 12 member Long-Term Care Task Force consisting of the Commissioners of H&SS, 
Commerce and Administration or their designees, 3 public members appointed by the Governor, and 
6 Legislators appointed by the Presiding Officers o f the Alaska State Legislature. This task force will review 
recommendations for long-term care, prepare plans, draft legislation, hold public hearings and submit a plan 
with proposed legislation and funding options to the Governor and the Legislature by the convening o f the 
1st Regular Session of the Twenty First Alaska State Legislature.
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CO N TIN U A TIO N  O F  F IS C A L  N O T E . H C R 11

T ra v e l

Travel costs for the public members and the Legislative members of the Long-Term Care Task Force are 
included in this fiscal note. Travel for the Executive Branch members will be paid for by the Executive Branch.

The task force is expected to begin work in FY99 and travel 3 times to hold meetings or public hearings.
For purposes o f this fiscal note the task force is expected to meet once in Fairbanks, once in Anchorage, 
once in Juneau.

For the purposes o f this fiscal note, the public members of the task force appointed by the Governor are 
assumed to be 1 from Fairbanks, 1 from Anchorage and 1 from Ketchikan. The Legislators are assumed 
to be 2 from Anchorage, 2 from Fairbanks, 1 from Ketchikan, and 1 from Juneau. Two days of per deim 
are calculated for each meeting.

Per D iem Travel

2 Anchorage Meetings

Anchorage -1  public members/2 Legislators
Fairbanks -1  public members/2 Legislator 1,278 1,110
Ketchikan -1  public member/1 Legislator 852 1,240
Juneau -1  Legislator 426 470

1 Fairbanks Meeting

Anchorage -1  public members/2 Legislators 
Fairbanks -1  public members/1 Legislator 
Ketchikan -1  public member/1 Legislator 
Juneau -1  Legislator

1 Juneau Meeting

Anchorage -1  public members/2 Legislators 
Fairbanks - 2 public members/1 Legislator 
Ketchikan -1  public member/1 Legislator 
Juneau -1  Legislator

Tota l FY99 Travel

1,086 1,110

724
362

1,560
655

1,008
1,008

672

1,410
1,965

580

7,416
TO TAL

10,100 17,516

C ontractua l
Phones Postage Advertizing

$100/month $50/month $750/meeting TO TAL
FY99 600 300 2,250 3,150

Teleconference charges and expenses for printing the report will be absorbed by the Agency.

Page 2 of 2
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3/3/98

CS FOR SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. ll(H ES)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTIETH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY  T H E  S E N A T E  H E A L T H , ED U C A TIO N  AND S O C IA L  S E R V IC E S  C O M M IT T E E

O ffered :
R e fe rre d :

S po n so r(s): S E N A T O R S  SH A R P , D uncan

A RESOLUTION

1 II Creating the Long-Term Care Task Force.

2 I BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

3 || W HEREAS the establishment of a system to meet the long-term care needs of aging

4 || Alaskans is an important issue not only for elderly persons but also for young and middle-

5 || aged Alaskans as they attempt to meet the needs of their parents at the same time that they

6 || are facing their own and their children's needs; and

7 II W HEREAS the cost of long-term care, whether in a home setting or in an institution,

8 || often exceeds an individual’s ability to pay for the care either immediately or after a short

9 II period of time, causing extreme economic and social stress and hardship for many people who

10 || have worked hard for many years and still do not have sufficient assets or income to bear the

11 costs of their care; and

12

1 3

1 4

1 5

1 6  

1 7

W HEREAS residents in a Pioneers’ Home have been asked to pay the full cost of 

their long-term care within seven years, resulting in as much as a 30 percent increase this year 

in some rates for care in the system; and

W HEREAS 80 percent of the cost of care for persons now receiving long-term care 

in privately operated long-term care facilities is paid through state and federal funds under the 

Medicaid program; and

-1- CSSCR l l (H E S )



21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

WHEREAS current federal and state long-term care policies of the state have resulted 

in large subsidies from the state’s general fund that will increase in the future, competing with 

funding for other state programs; and

W HEREAS the legislature established a working group in 1996 to analyze issues 

regarding long-term care services in the state, including projected costs to the state of various 

alternative methods of providing long-term care;

BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature establishes the Long-Term Care 

Task Force to develop an equitable plan for providing long-term care for all Alaskans; and 

be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force shall consist of the following nine voting 

members:

(1) three members of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker 

of the House of Representatives; at least one member shall be a member of the majority and 

at least one a member of the minority;

(2) three members of the Senate appointed by the President of the Senate; at 

least one member shall be a member of the majority and at least one a member of the 

minority;

(3) three members of the public, one each chosen by the Governor, the Speaker 

of the House of Representatives, and the President of the Senate, from among people who are 

receiving long-term care, have relatives who are receiving long-term care, are from an 

organization that represents the interests of people in need of long-term care, or have had 

experience with an Alaska Native organization that delivers long-term care services in a rural 

area of the state; and be it

FURTH ER RESOLVED that the following persons may serve on the task force as 

nonvoting members:

(1) the commissioner of health and social services or the commissioner’s 

designee;

(2) the commissioner of commerce and economic development or the 

commissioner’s designee; and

(3) the commissioner of administration or tlie commissioner’s designee; and

W O R K  D R A F T  W O R K  D R A F T  0 - L S 0 3 0 0 \ H
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FURTHER RESOLVED that the public members of the task force shall serve without 

compensation but are entitled to per diem and travel expenses authorized for boards and 

commissions under AS 39.20.180; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force shall select a chair and vice-chair from 

among its voting members, shall meet as frequently as the task force determines necessary to 

perform its work, may meet during the interim, and may meet and vote by teleconference; and 

be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force shall

(1) review the work done and the recommendations made by the long-term 

care working group established under sec. 3, ch. 84, SLA 1996, if available:

(2) prepare a plan, including drafts of legislation that might be necessary to 

implement the plan, for establishment of an actuarially sound system of long-term care and 

propose funding options, including options that would allow prepayments by persons desiring 

coverage for long-term care and require reasonable copayments by the recipients of the care;

(3) hold public hearings on the plan, legislation, and funding proposals 

developed under (2) of this clause;

(4) redraft the plan, legislation, and funding proposals based on the comments 

received at tlie public hearings and other information that becomes available to the task force; 

the final plan, with proposed legislation and funding options, shall be available for public 

review at least 30 days before the convening of the First Regular Session of the Twenty-First 

Alaska State Legislature; and

(5) submit the plan, proposed legislation, and funding options to the Governor 

and the legislature by the convening of the First Regular Session of the Twenty-First Alaska 

State Legislature; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force may begin work immediately upon the 

appointment of its full voting membership and is terminated upon the convening of the First 

Regular Session of the Twenty-First Alaska State Legislature.

W O R K  D R A F T  W O R K  D R A F T  0 - L S 0 3 0 0 \ H
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A la s k a 's  P ro jec ted  S en io r P opulation  G row th  1 9 8 0 -2 0 1 5

The n u m b e r o f  A la ska n s  age 6 5  +  is 
g ro w in g  d ra m a tic a lly . A la ska  m u s t 
p repare  n o w  fo r  th e  im p a c ts  o f th is  
ra p id ly  a c c e le ra tin g  g ro w th .

A la s k a  is  s e c o n d  in  th e  n a tio n  in  th e  
p ro p o r t io n a l g ro w th  o f  o u r  s e n io r  
p o p u la tio n  -  w ith  a 4 2 %  inc rease  in 
peop le  age 6 5 +  in o n ly  6 yea rs  (1 9 9 0 -  
9 6 ). O n ly  N evada  had a g re a te r ra te  
(4 5 % ) in th e  sam e pe riod  o f tim e

Equally  im p re ss ive  is th e  a n tic ip a te d  lo n g ­
te rm  g ro w th  o f  A la s k a 's  sen io r 
p o p u la tio n . In 1 9 8 0 , th e re  w e re  1 1 ,5 4 7  
peop le  o ve r th e  age o f 6 5 . U sing 
m o d e ra te  g ro w th  p ro je c tio n s , p o p u la tio n  
e xp e rts  ag ree  th is  num be r m a y  reach

8 0 ,9 2 7  by  th e  ye a r 2 0 1 5 . T h is  is a 
6 0 0 %  inc rease  in  o n ly  3 5  yea rs .

The im p a c t o f th is  tre n d  ripp les  across  
th e  soc ia l and  e co n o m ic  fa b r ic  o f ou r 
s ta te . A s  A la ska n s  w e  are ch a lle n g e d  to  
d e ve lo p  o u r c o m m u n itie s  to  be ho sp ita b le  
and s u p p o rtive  to  g ro w in g  num be rs  o f 
se n io rs , w h o  in  tu rn  e n rich  o u r 
c o m m u n itie s  so c ia lly  and fin a n c ia lly .

The inc reased  n u m b e r o f  A la ska n  sen io rs  
is a c re d it to  ou r s ta te 's  s u cce ss fu l p u b lic  
h e a lth  p ro g ra m s, a m ore  s tab le  A la ska n  
e c o n o m y  w h ic h  m akes  i t  fe a s ib le  fo r  
sen io rs  to  re tire  here, and  c o m m u n ity  
based  p rog ram s w h ic h  a ss is t sen io rs  to  
s ta y  a t hom e  in th e ir  c o m m u n ity  o f 
ch o ice .



T h e  G ra y in g  o f A la s k a 1 9 8 0 -2 0 0 0

I n  1 9 8 0 ,  3 %  o f  A l a s k a n s  

( 1 1 , 5 4 7  p e o p l e )  w e r e  6 5  

y e a r s  o f  a g e  a n d  o l d e r .  

T h e r e  w e r e  no_ c e n s u s  

a r e a s  r e p o r t e d  w h e r e  

m o r e  t h a n  6 %  o f  t h e  

p o p u l a t i o n  w a s  6 5  y e a r s  

o f  a g e  a n d  o l d e r .

Alnki Ontu« Arrjk'K«rou£h«\  ol Population 65 and Older
□ 0 -2%
□  2%-4'X.
□  4%-6%
0  6% *

B y  1 9 9 0 ,  4 %  o f  A l a s k a n s  

( 2 2 , 4 6 9  p e o p l e )  w e r e  6 5  

y e a r s  o f  a g e  a n d  o l d e r .

B y  t h e  y e a r  2 0 0 0 ,  i t  i s  

e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  6 %  o f  

A l a s k a ’ s  p o p u l a t i o n  

( 3 6 , 6 0 2  p e o p l e )  w i l l  b e  

6 5  y e a r s  o f  a g e  a n d  

o l d e r .

2 0 0 0
Alaika t rniui Arf)«/H<iruu||Kt % of Population 65 and Older

□ 0 -2%
□  2% - 4%
□  4%-6%
IB *

The Graying of Alaska is a graphic created by Information Insight, Fairbanks, AK, and 
has been reproduced with their permission and distributed by the Alaska Commission on 
Aging, Juneau, AK. (907) 465-4798.
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A la s k a n s  a g e  85+  a n d  th e  n u m b e r  o f  th o s e  A la s k a n s  w h o  m a y  

d e v e lo p  A lz h e im e r 's  D ise a se

lYeara

■ Number of 
Alaskans age 
85+

□  Number of 
Alaskans age 
85+ at risk for 
Alzheimeri3 
Disease

In 1 9 9 5 , s c ie n tis ts  e s tim a te d  th e  ave rage  pe rson  age 6 5  cou ld  e x p e c t to  a tta in  an 
a d d itio n a l 1 7 .4  years  (1995  A Profile o f  Older Am ericans, AARP). T hus, th e  a ve ra g e  se n io r 
m ig h t live  to  be 8 3  yea rs  o ld . E ve ryone  hopes  th e se  added  yea rs  o f re t ire m e n t w il l  fin d  
h e a lth y , a c tiv e  sen io rs  e n jo y in g  life  to  the  fu lle s t .  I t  is e q ua lly  re a lis tic  to  a ssum e  th a t 
som e peop le  w ith in  th is  s e g m e n t o f  th e  se n io r p o p u la tio n  are lik e ly  to  be in need o f 
c o m m u n ity  based se rv ice s . The C o m m iss io n  on A g in g  m u s t a lso  p lan fo r  th e  needs o f th is  
age 8 5  +  p o p u la tio n , as th e y  c o n tin u e  to  age.

In c id e n ce  o f A lz h e im e r 's  D isease has been e s tim a te d  to  be 4 8 %  o f th e  to ta l p o p u la tio n  
o ve r age 8 5  (Estimated Prevalence o f A lzheim er's Disease in the United S ta tes," Denis A . Evans, 
et al.. The M i/hank Quarterly, Vol. 68 , N o.2, 1990). By 2 0 1 5 ,  th e  n u m b e r o f  peop le  o v e r age 
8 5  w h o  m a y  be a ffe c te d  by  A lz h e im e r 's  D isease  co u ld  reach  1 ,5 0 0  o r m ore . T h is  age 
g ro u p  w il l  co m p rise  1 7 %  o f th e  to ta l n u m b e r o f  A la ska n s  o ve r th e  age o f  6 0  (9 ,0 6 4  
peop le ) w h o  m a y  have  A lz h e im e r 's  D isease in  th e  y e a r 2 0 1 5 .

fu ^ e ^ s u e s o P lî U o n g ^ /m in g S tio n g e r ’ ’

T o p ics  to  be co ve re d  ove r th e  n e x t fe w  m o n th s  are lis te d  
b e lo w . I f  you  have  a s to ry  idea re la te d  to  one  o f th e se  
to p ic s , p lease  c o n ta c t Barbara K napp  (4 6 5 -4 7 9 8 ) .

•  M arch: A laska's Com m unity Long Term Care
•  April :Assisted Living Homes in Alaska
•  May: Older A laskan's M onth & Successful Aging
•  June: The Science o f Aging
•  July: A laska's Pioneers' Homes
•  August: Fighting Fraud through the senior ne tw ork
•  September: Senior Employment
•  October: Preparing for retirem ent
•  November: Long-term care resources & Veteran's issues

i I Please feel free to 
i I copy and distribute 
j the information in this 
i issue to: 
i • seniors 
| • advocacy groups 
j • friends 
j • city planners

• decision makers
I -------------



G e n e ra tio n s  o f s h a rin g

M e e t M a rth a  Sam  (righ t), and he r 91 ye a r old m o m , L ily  
N o rth w a y  (cen te r), m em bers  o f th e  "S a n d w ic h  
G e n e ra tio n ."  B e tty  D enny ( le ft) , is the  P ro jec t D ire c to r  o f 
th e  U pper Tanana D e ve lo p m e n t C o rpo ra tion  (U TD C ) Elders 
P rogram , w h o  b rings  h om e-de live re d  m ea ls  to  L ily  w h e n  
she c a n 't  m ake i t  to  th e  sen io r ce n te r in Tok.

L ily , w h o  is 91 yea rs  o ld , has a lw a y s  lived  in N o rth w a y , 
w h ic h  is nes tled  in th e  A la ska  Range h a lf-w a y  b e tw e e n  
th e  c ity  o f  T ok and th e  C anadian bo rde r. The v illa g e  is 
nam ed fo r  her la te -h u s b a n d 's  fa m ily . W ith  a to ta l 
p o p u la tio n  o f less th a n  5 0 0  peop le , the re  are fiv e  
g e n e ra tio n s  o f N o rth w a y s  rep resen te d  in the  v illa g e  n o w .

W a lte r, w h o  passed-on  
re c e n tly  a t th e  age o f 
1 1 4  years , and L ily  have 
lived  w ith  M a rth a  fo r  to o  
m any  years . W h ile  
M a rth a  has he lped  care 
fo r  th e m , she a lso  ra ised 
n ine ch ild re n , p a rtic ip a te d  
in lives  m any  m ore  
g ra n d ch ild re n  and w o rk e d  
fu ll- t im e  d riv in g  th e  
U TD C  S en ior C itizens  
van .

The "S a n d w ic h  
G e n e ra tio n " is a te rm  
re c e n tly  co ined  to  
desc ribe  ch ild re n  like  
M a rth a  w h o  a c tiv e ly  ca re  
fo r  th e ir  ch ild ren  (one 
g randson  s till lives  w ith  
her), and pa ren ts  a t th e  
sam e tim e .

A s  A la s k a 's  e lde r 
p o p u la tio n  reaches the  
m a rk  o f  85  +  yea rs , 
M a rth a  w ill have  lo ts  o f 
co m p a n y . Y ounge r 
e lders  m u s t fin d  w a y s  to  
ba lance  the  needs o f 
th e ir  ch ild re n  w ith  those  
o f th e ir  pa re n ts .

H o w  to  in fo rm  y o u r c o m m u n ity  o f s e n io r is s u e s :

Use s to rie s , fig u re s  and ch a rts  fro m  "A la s k a n  S en io rs : L iv ing  Longe r, G ro w in g  
S tro n g e r"  in yo u r a g e n cy  n e w s le tte r . To re p o rt a loca l s la n t on th e  issues c o n ta c t  th e  
d ire c to r  o f y o u r loca l sen io r ce n te r and the  n e a re s t c ity  P lann ing  D e p a rtm e n t.
A  p ress  k it  c o n ta in in g  the  in fo rm a tio n  co n ta in e d  in  “A la s k a n  S e n io rs : L iv in g  Longe r, 
G ro w in g  S tro n g e r,"  has been d is tr ib u te d  to  rad io , te le v is io n  and  p r in t m edia a c ro ss  th e  
s ta te . To in it ia te  a s to ry  in y o u r area, c o n ta c t th e  m edia  and re fe r to  th is  in fo rm a tio n  
p a cke t.
W rite  o r speak to  c o m m u n ity  g roups  a b o u t th e  g ro w th  o f th e  se n io r p c ; /  '•>*ion and  th e  
im p a c t th is  g ro w th  m akes in y o u r c o m m u n ity . Y ou  are w e lc o m e  to  use and d is tr ib u te  
any  o f  th e  in fo rm a tio n  yo u  have fo u n d  w ith in  th is  in fo rm a tio n  p a cke t.

»



s a o tm t o n  R la s k a  ’s  s e n io r v o lu n te e r e ffo rts :

E very da y , se n io rs  ac ross  A la ska  are 
m a k in g  p o s it iv e  d iffe re n c e s  in  th e  lives  o f 
peop le  in th e ir  hom e c o m m u n it ie s . You 
can  learn  m ore  a b o u t A la s k a 's  sen io r 
vo lu n te e rs  e ve ry  m o n th  in "L iv in g  Longer, 
G ro w in g  S tro n g e r."

In a d d itio n  to  f il l in g  v ita l ro les  in o u r 
c o m m u n itie s , v o lu n te e rin g  se n io rs  en rich  
p ro g ra m s  w ith  va lu a b le  tim e  and sk ills  
th a t  m a n y  p ro g ra m s  ju s t  c a n 't  a ffo rd  to  
b u y .

Mon Volunteers fa Anchorage:

The A n c h o rA g e  S en io r C e n te r re lies  on a 
w id e  v a r ie ty  o f v o lu n te e rs  e v e ry  da y . 
E xe cu tive  D ire c to r B illie  L e w is  c o u n ts  on 
5 0 0  v o lu n te e rs  each  ye a r to  a s s is t in 
e ve ry  a s p e c t o f th e  A n c h o ra g e  p rog ram .

B illie  depen ds  on v o lu n te e rs  in  th e  
a d m in is tra tiv e  o ff ic e s  w h o  a s s is t w ith  
se c re ta r ia l fu n c tio n s  and  p u tt in g  to g e th e r 
p u b lic a tio n s  such  as th e  m o n th ly  
n e w s le tte rs . O th e rs  v o lu n te e r  in th e  a rt 
and  c ra fts  ro o m s , o r se llin g  ite m s  hand 
c ra fte d  b y  sen io rs  in th e  g if t  shop .

I f  yo u  like  to  be o u ts id e , a cad re  o f 
v o lu n te e rs  m a in ta in  th e  la w n  and gardens 
a t th e  A n c h o rA g e  S en io r C en te r. A n d  i f

e a tin g  is y o u r fa v o r ite  p a s tim e  co n s id e r 
jo in in g  the  vo lu n te e rs  w o rk in g  in th e  
C e n te r 's  re s ta u ra n t, "T h e  A rc t ic  Rose 
C a fe ."

A n ch o rA g e  S en io r C e n te r v o lu n te e rs  
logged  23,700 hours of service la s t yea r. 
A t  th e  cu rre n t m in im u m  w a g e  ($ 5 .6 5  ) 
th e se  hours o f se rv ice  w o u ld  be valued at 
$133,905.

Ondate on Alaska Community Sendees incj

A  s ig n if ic a n t p o rtio n  o f th e  v o lu n te e r 
hou rs  logged by A la ska  C o m m u n ity  
S e rv ices  (ACS) w e re  n o t re p o rte d  la s t 
m o n th .

A d d itio n a l hours o f F o s te r G ran d p a re n ts  
in  th e  N o rth  S lope  B o rough , s ta te w id e  
R ura lC A P  p ro g ra m s, and A n ch o ra g e  area 
F oste r G randpa re n ts  and S en io r 
C om pan ions  need to  be c o m b in e d  w ith  
th e  hours o f se rv ice  re p o rte d  fro m  A C S  
and V o lu n te e rs  o f A m e ric a .

The ad d itio n a l hou rs  o f se rv ic e  b y  sen io rs  
increases th e  F Y 97  to ta l o f th e  tw o  
o rg an iza tio ns  to  2 3 9 ,3 7 4  v o lu n te e r 
hours .

1 9 9 8 O rg a n iz a t io n s
F Y 9 7  H o u rs  o f  

v o lu n te e r  s e rv ic e
V a lu e  a t  M in im u m  

W a g e  ( $ 5 .6 5 )
Ja n u a ry A la ska  C o m m u n ity  S e rv ices , 

Inc. and
V o lu n te e rs  o f  A m e rica

2 3 9 ,3 7 4  hours $ 1 ,3 5 2 ,4 6 3

February A n c h o rA g e  S en io r C e n te r 2 3 ,7 0 0  hours $ 1 3 3 ,9 0 5

T o ta l 2 6 3 ,0 7 4  hours $ 1 ,4 8 6 ,3 6 8

T o  lea rn  a b o u t o th e r  v o lu n te e r o p p o rtu n it ie s  in y o u r  area, c o n ta c t p u b lic  and  p r iv a te  sch o o ls , 
H ead S ta r t  C en te rs  or o th e r  p re -sch o o l p ro g ra m s , loca l sen io r c e n te rs , a s s is te d - liv in g  hom es, 
n u rs in g  hom es , o r c o rre c tio n a l fa c ilit ie s . T o  o b ta in  a lis t o f sen io r c e n te rs  in y o u r  area o r 
in fo rm a tio n  on se n io r issues c o n ta c t :  Barbara K napp , A laska  C o m m iss io n  on  A g in g , PO Box 
1 1 0 2 0 9 , Ju n e a u , A K , 9 9 8 1 1 -0 2 0 9  (9 0 7 ) 4 6 5 -4 7 9 8



W e w il l  be p leased to  have  yo u  jo in  us w ith  fu tu re  m o n th ly  issues , each h ig h lig h tin g  a 
d if fe re n t a s p e c t o f  A la s k a n  S e n io rs : L iv in g  L o n g e r, G ro w in g  S tro n g e r. T o  m ake  these  
issues in fo rm a tiv e  and u se fu l, p lease  ta k e  a fe w  m o m e n ts  to  le t us k n o w  h o w  w e  m ig h t 
b e tte r  m e e t y o u r needs.

1. D id  yo u  use th e  in fo rm a tio n  c o n ta in e d  in th is  issue? YES NO If ye s , h o w ?

D id  you  pass o th e r in fo rm a tio n  a long  to  sen io rs?  YES NO If  yes , w h a t  &  h o w ?

2 . D id yo u  rece ive  any in qu irie s  fro m  th e  m ed ia  as th e  re su lt o f  M ed ia  p a c k e ts  d is tr ib u te d  
b y  A C o A ?  YES NO

D id yo u  hear o r read any s to r ie s  a b o u t th is  m o n th 's  to p ic  b y  any  m ed ia?  If ye s , w he re?  
YES NO

3 . D id  yo u  in it ia te  loca l m ed ia  c o n ta c ts  as th e  re s u lt o f th is  issue? I f  yes  p lease  in d ica te  
w h e th e r  yo u  c o n ta c te d  p r in t, rad io  o r T V .

4. W o u ld  yo u  like  to  use In te rn e t W e b -s ite  to  re ce ive  m o n th ly  in fo rm a tio n  p a cke ts?

YES NO

W o u ld  yo u  be in te re s te d  in re c e iv in g  fu tu re  issues  by  em ail o r FA X ? If  yes  p lease  g ive  

F A X  n u m b e r a n d /o r em a il add ress :

I f  y o u  have  rece ived  th is  b y  F A X , w e re  th e  g ra p h ics  c lea r enoug h  to  rep roduce?

Do yo u  have  a s to ry  idea o r a pe rson  to  c o n ta c t  fo r  a s to ry , fo r  an u p co m in g  issue  o f 
"L iv in g  Longe r, G ro w in g  S tro n g e r"  (see th e  to p ic s  fo r  u p co m in g  issues e lse w h e re  in 
th is  issue}?  P lease in c lude  y o u r phone  n u m b e r.

5 . W h a t can  w e  do  to  im p ro ve  th is  in fo rm a tio n  p a c k e t to  m ake it  m ore  usab le  fo r  you?

FAX  y o u r response  to : 1 -9 0 7 -4 6 5 -4 7 1 6  e m a il to : B a rb a ra _ K n a p p @ A D M IN .s ta te .a k .u s  
o r m a il to : A C o A , PO Box 1 1 0 2 0 9 , Ju n e a u , A K  9 9 8 1 1 -0 2 0 9

mailto:Barbara_Knapp@ADMIN.state.ak.us


A l f c s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e

S e n a te  F in a n c e  C o m m it te e
Mail Slop 3100 
Slate Capitol 

Juneau. Alaska 99801-1182

SPO N SO R  ST A T E M E N T

SCR-11

BY: SEN A TO R  B E R T  SH A R P

AS ALASKA’S SENIOR COMMUNITY GROWS, IT IS NECESSARY THAT WE 
PLAN FOR THE LONG-TERM CARE AND NEEDS OF THESE CITIZENS.

WHILE IT IS THE DESIRABLE GOAL OF MOST FAMILIES TO PROVIDE HOME 
CARE FOR THEIR ELDERLY PARENTS, THE REALTY IS THAT MOST WILL LIVE 
IN A LONG-TERM CARE FACILITY. EITHER WAY, THE COSTS OF PROVIDING 
LONG-TERM CARE IS BECOMING INSURMOUNTABLE TO THE STATE AND TO 
OUR PRIVATE CITIZENS.

IN AN EFFORT TO ASSURE OUR SENIOR CITIZENS ARE GETTING THE BEST 
CARE POSSIBLE, THE LEGISLATURE, IN 1996, ESTABLISHED A WORKING 
GROUP TO ANALYZE LONG-TERM CARE SERVICES AVAILABLE IN THE 
STATE AND THEIR PROJECTED COSTS.

SCR-11 WILL CREATE A LONG-TERM CARE TASK FORCE. THEIR MISSION IS 
TO REVIEW THE FINDINGS OF THE WORKING GROUP AND TO DEVELOP AN 
EQUITABLE PLAN FOR PROVIDING AN ACTUARIALLY SOUND AND 
AFFORDABLE LONG-TERM CARE FOR ALL OF ALASKA’S SENIOR CITIZENS .

I URGE YOUR SUPPORT IN PASSING THIS VERY IMPORTANT AND 
NECESSARY RESOLUTION. THANK YOU.

Official Business
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CO-CHAIRMAN
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MEMBER
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FAIRBANKS 
DENALI BANK BUILDING 

119 N. CUSHMAN, SUITE 201 
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99701 

(907) 452-7885/7886 
FAX (907) 456-4221

SESSIO N  ADDRESS: 
STATE CAPITOL, ROOM 516 

JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801-1182 
(907) 465-3004/4921 
FAX (907) 465-2070

M E M O R A N D U M

TO: Senator Gary Wilken, Chair
Senate HESS Committee

FROM: Senator Bert Sharp, Co-chair
Senator Finance Committee

SUBJ: Hearing Request

DATE: February 18, 1998

I am requesting a hearing on SCR-11, “A Resolution creating the Long- 
Term Task Force,” at your earliest convenience.

I would like to add that an technical amendment is required on page 3 lines 
14, 17, 20 and 21 deleting the words Second and Twentieth and replacing 
them with the words First and Twenty-first. Thank you.

f.EPRESENTING 
GOLDEN HEART 

O F ALASKA
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Dear Sjenator Sharp;

0 4 -2 8 -2 4 8 3  0 2 :5 2 P M  FROM E a r . N o se & T h ro a t C l i n i c TO 19074652070 P .01

January 31,1998

Fairbanks JScrvicts

Ssrvicw
Road

•,AK 99503! 

,3313
361-3315 i 
1 AJiskd 
1080

F.O. Box 
Fairbanks, 
(907) 452

(uneau/Sof)! 

S trv ic ti
• .3200 Htti 

Suite 201 
funcau. Al 
(907) SB-

2791 
AK 99707 

22 77

(heart 

iltal Drive ; ■

j : 99801 
!6*0«

i
Caregiver

Infcrtnail&n
Syltem 

(907) 561*3322 

Toll Free In Alaska 

(800)^78-2022

•j—-

I  am wiritiiig this letter as the Public Policy Chair of the Alzheimer’s 
Association Alaska Chapter and as a private citizen with parents who 
reside in a long term care facility. We would like to state our support of 
senate .concurrent resolution 11, creating the Long-Term Care Task Force. 

> Itis cny mission at the Alzheimer’s Association to provide for all 
Alaskaft’s affected by the disease and related disorders, a way to manage 
with d%mty and comfort until we find a cure. While it is our goal and the 
goal of most families to provide for that oare in the private home for as 
long a*j possible, it is also a reality that some will live in a long term care 
facility as my parents are doing.
With the reality of the demographics of baby boomers and the v. draatcd 
statistics o f6500 Alaskans with ADRD (Alzheimer’s disease and related 
disorders) by the year 2010 (see attachment), it seems obvious this task 
force is needed in our state. We support having a Long-Term Care Flan in 
place as soon as possible.
It is obvious from your sponsorship of this resolution, that you and 
Senatoi: Duncan are friends of the elderly, we look to you both as allies in 
reaching our goals for maintaining the dignity and comfort of those
suffering from ADRD.

:

Sincerely,

Mary H. Weymiller 
Board member 
Public Policy Chau- 
1357 \iiewpointe Dr.
Fairbanks, AK 99709-6750 
e-mail:|TvevmiUr@tx?lanict.c(mi

Cc: Senator Duncan
Alaska Chapter Alzheimer’s Assoc.

A lzhe im er's  Disease and Related Disorders Association, Inc.

Aresswtur.ayrv''.:.: • •'* 
M ^pg.ttairssram*rn .v*r ~ rr • 

2trs>fVt\r.7.s
a/iT-'-ii*. •' *
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cc:Mail (or: S^fttor Bert Sharp

Subject: <No subject>

From: fbappel@ eagle.ptialaska.net (Frank Appel) at CC2MHS1 02/18/98 2:15 PM

To: Senator Bert Sharp at LAA_SSHA

Dear Senator Sharp:

I support Senate Concurrent Resolution 11 to create a Long-Term Care Task 
Force. Alaska has a growing community of seniors. It is important that we 
plan for the long-term care needs of these individuals.

Thank you,

Frank B. Appel

mailto:fbappel@eagle.ptialaska.net


ROBERT L.HUFM AN
(907) 474-05491018 Galena Street - Fairbanks, A K  99709-4826

February 17, 1997 VIA FAX 465-2070

Senator Ben Sharp 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol Building #514 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Bert:

I appreciate receiving a draft copy of the Senate resolution concerning the proposed Long Term 
Carc Task Force. It looks good to me and is the first step towards what will hopefully evolve into 
a long term care program for Pioneer Home residents and other seniors.

I requested Joe Alter to contact your office and Senator Duncan with any suggestions he may have 
as chairman of the Pioneer Home Advisory Board.

Thanks and best wishes,

Bob Hufman



TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR

STATE INDEPENDENT LIV ING COUNCIL 1016 W est 6th Ave, Suite 20 5  
Anchorage, A laska 9 9 501 -1963  
Phone: V /T T Y  (9 0 7 )2 6 9 -3 S 7 1  
Message T T Y : (9 0 7 )2 6 9 -3 6 3 5  
Fax : (9 0 7 ) 2 6 9 - ^ 3 ^  3 3 
T o ll Free: 1 -888 -330 -6488

March 3,1997

Senator Bert Sharp
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Senator Sharp:

The State Independent Living Council is in support o f  Senate Concurrent Resolution #11, 
‘Creating a Long-Term Care Task Force ”, As a council representing the interests of persons 
with disabilities, especially those persons with disabilities being housed in nursing homes against 
their will, we supported the effort to place a moratorium on the building of any more nursing 
home beds two years ago and the establishment of the working group charged with providing a 
report on long term carc. We have reviewed that report and are anxious to begin working on 
some needed changes in our long term care system.

We understand the need of establishing a Long-Term Care Task Force to further define the 
State’s solution. However, we also feel that our brothers and sisters with disabilities living in 
nursing homes today, in which there are dozens, would be horrified to see the State embark on 
yet another study to investigate the problem and define the solution. Our friends want out now, 
and the State of Alaska has been “foot dragging5' on this issue for much too long.

Therefore, we suggest passing this resolution with an added continued moratorium on any 
more nursing home beds while the state continues to “study” the problem. (In Vermont they 
did something similar, hut put in benchmarks fo r  decreases in long-term care beds). We also 
suggest the Task Force be charged with interviewing all persons with disabilities living in 
nursing homes currently, and that a plan o f release into community based, independent living 
situations be developed for each and every person wishing to make this transition. This, in 
itself, would do more to push the long-term care system into a new and better mode of thinking. 
The SILC, with our partner Centers for Independent Living around the State, would welcome the 
opportunity to work cooperatively on this endeavor with this Task Force. Furthermore, the SILC 
would also welcome the opportunity to recommend a member to serve on this Task Force.

Thank you and should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me at 269-3571.

Patrick Reinhart 
Executive Director

CC. Senator Gary Wilken, Chair, Senate HESS 
Members of Senate HESS Committee
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A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Efealth Sc Social Services

1 am testifying on behalf of myself and as a board member of the Alzheimer’s 
Association. We are in favor of SCR11.

My mother and two of her siblings have Alzheimer's. When the time came in ray 
mother’s life for us to seek help outside our family, we were forced to place her in a nursing 
home out of Alaska. We tried first to look for carc my father could afford by visiting assisted 
living homes. Her level of Alzheimer's was more advanced than they were equipped to handle. 
The cost of private nursing homes in Alaska was above my father’s means and the pioneer 
homes were not available. We placed Mom in a home in Colorado, which was the first time she 
had lived outside Alaska. This came at a time when she needed her family the most and we 
needed reassurance she was receiving the best care. As a life long Alaskan she lost her longevity 
bonus and permanent dividend through no fault of her own. Ours is just one atoiy in the lives of 
many Alaskans who are struggling with the high cost of care in our state.

Based on the Ladd Report March 1996, LONG-TERM CARE IN ALASKA: 
Recommendations for Reform, there are two costs in musing homes that far exceed those of 
the lower 48, they are property and administration. We need to find the reasons for this and 
bring them more into line if possible. It is predicted with the high growth rate of the elderly, by 
the year 2010 there will be 6000 Alaskans with Alzheimer’s and related dementia. We need to 
find a way to increase funding for home and community based care as this is the most cost 
effective in the long run and the preferred 'vy of life for most Alzheimer’s patient* and their 
caregivers. We need to increase the number of assisted living homes and be able to regulate the 
level of care received in these homes. Nursing homes should be used only for those with 
extensive medical problems needing skilled nursing care.

We encourage you to pass SCR11 to help resolve the problems of long-term health carc 
in Alaska so aging Alaskans can continue to live with dignity and peace of mind.

Thank you for your tlmo.

CoirunittttNune

B ill Subject
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ALASKA STATE LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE

LONG-TERM CARE 
POSITION PAPER 

1998

AARP POSITION:

Advocate for a state long-term care plan which provides quality home and community- 
based care that promotes independence in the least restrictive setting necessary.

State law should be established which address accessibility, quality, affordability and 
safety. The State Long-Term Care system should:

• Respond quickly to Alaskans in need of home and community-based needs;

• Maintain and expand affordable home and community-based services as needed;

• Preserve the integrity, independence and safety of individuals and their families;

• Explore public/private options for affordable long-term care insurance;

• Protect Alaskans from fraud and abuse in the long-term care delivery system;

• Promote a transportation system which supports independence and access to 
community-based services; and

• Strengthen and expand the State Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program.

For further information, please contact:

Dan Keck, Chair Peggy Mulligan
State Legislative Committee CCTF Coordinator
PO Box 938 PO Box 240335

DISCUSSION:

Sitka, AK 99835-0938 
(907)74' 1908 
(907) 747-3908 Fax

Douglas, AK 99824-0335 
(907)364-3144

(Over, please)

A m e ric a n  A sso c ia tio n  o f  R e tire d  P e rs o n s  6 0 1  E S tr e e t ,  N .W ., W a s h in g to n , D C  2 0 0 4 9  ( 2 0 2 ) 4 3 4 - 2 2 7 7



Robert Venhaus, Chair
Long-Term Care Subcommittee 
7930 Northwind Avenue 
Anchorage, AK 99504-4137 
(907) 333-0791

West Region Office
9750 Third Avenue NE 
Seattle, WA98115 
(206)526-7918 
(206)513-8138 Fax

Adopted: 10/31/97


