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Alaska State Legislature

Chairman, State Capitol

Judiciary Committee Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

290 -166-3873

Member, . fax (907) <166-32
Resources Committee

Rules Committee 352 |ront Street

Committee on Committees Ketchikan, Alaska 99901

907) 225-3083

Senator Robin L. Taylor Fax: (907) 250713

Sponsor  Statement
Senate Bill 38
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Chairman,
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Member, _
Resources Committee

Rules Committee
Committee on Committees

TO:

FROM:

DATE:
REF:

To get an

Alaskans,

the University

Since 19809,

through

transolants

pancreas.

To understand

Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182
07) ‘1665-3873
{mox (907) 465-392
352 Front Street
Ketchikan, Alaska 99901
07) 225-8083
Senator Robin L. Taylr Fox: (907) 2250713
MEMORANDUM
Senator Gary Wilken, Chairman
Senate HESS Committee
Senator Robin L. Taylor
1/30/97
Additional Background Information - SB 38
idea of the scope of organ transplants involving
we <contacted the Center for Transplant Services at
of Washington Hospital.
19 Alaskans have received kidney transplants
that facility. Twelve Alaskans have received liver
and one state resident received both a kidney and a
the need to make organ donation as uncomplicated

as possible, would Ilike to point out that as of January 24,
1997, this one facility has a waitlist of 20 Alaskans in need of
kidney transplants, 11 seeking new livers and one state resident
in need of a donated pancreas.

We have requested additional information from the Virginia-
based United Network for Organ Sharing, which maintains the
national waitlist. | will provide the committee with those
statistics when we receive them.
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Letter to EMS Training Coordinator
from

Jens Saakvitne, Director
fﬁe AFaska
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January 29, 1997

Man Anderson

EMS Training Coordinaior
Box 110616

Juneau, AK 99811-0616

Dear Mali:

Thank you for the gpportunity to share my thoughts about Senate Bat no. 38. I'm sorry for the
delay in getting you a response. | have reviewed the bill;  the mgjor impact will probably be the
DMV a) trying to ask about and explain the concepts of living wills and DNRs along with their
current responsibilities of discussing anatarrical gifts; and b), designing a regulation size card, and
license sticker which refers to all three optiors.

Let me address several potertial questiors:

Is there a difference between organ andtissue donation’?  Yes, tissue donation can take place
up to 24 hr after the heart hes stopped Organ donation can only occur when brain death is
declared in the hospital while a patient is on aventilator and still has a heartbeat. It is best for a
bill to refer to “Anatomical Gifts" to enconpess any possible type of donation

Is there a potential corflict for EMS personnel outside the hospital when finding a victim who hes
both aDNR card and an anatomical gift card? No, there i* absolutely no conflict. |f a personis in
cardiao arrest Witha DNR order or legal card, honor the person’s wishes and do not resuscitate.
For a person ro be a potertial organ donor, they must be folry young and in excellent health prior
to a catastrophic evert which mmill leave them with an intact cardiovascular system It is not
appropriate to ignore aDNR order for the dight chance of organ donation at a later time. While
honoringaDNR order, therewill probalbly be an option of tissue donation

It would be exceedingly helpful if,the EMS personnel would ensure that a hospital, the State
Medical Examiner, or Life Alaska is notified of the person'* donor card. This has long been
legislated but almost never implemrented

Whal will the effect be of combining fi DNR, Living Will, and an Anatomical Gift with all the
other responsibilities of the DMV? It will probably be chagctic for some time. We are willing 10
staff the Anchorage Office with Volunteers to help, but | sm not sure of the real benefits of
combining complex ideas for »n already overworked staff,

JAN-2S-37 vir: e:;2 aw 213 3i2 7163



JAN-30-97 THU 10:21 Alaska BVB Section FAX NO 9074654101
JAN-29-97 WD 9:05 Al ALSA INC EAX ND 9VS&62 5333
. 1-29-1397 9 :|IflIM .OM _C*T5/TECH OFFICE 213 342 7163 W

Thera is already a statute calkng for bracelets snd necklaces for DNR and Living Wills; the
addition o f an anatomical gift may not have a major effect one way or another.

Because tissue donation is performed by non physician coordinators in Alaska and throughout the
states, AS Soc 13.50.030 (d) "designating the eurgeoD or phytidan to cany out the appropriate
procedure for removing or transplanting #part oftbe decedent’s body “ is needless and somewhat
confusing. It would be helplW if tho law wvrv to refer to "An appropriate Alaska organ o' tissue
bank” . 3understand this Is not your focus. | win be conveying this ideato Senator Taylor.

I hope this was of some help can be reached today and tomorrow by pager, just call Life Alaska at
800-719-5433 and they will give me the mesisgc. Thank you for your interest.

Sincerely,

Jens Saakvitne
Dhrector
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