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SB 282 creates a class C felony for conduct that is either a class A misdemeanor (Reckless Endangerment under AS
11.41.250) or is not a crime under current law. It covers a wide range of parental behavior, including disciplinary conduct 
by a parent. It would also probably result in cases being referred to state prosecutors from DFYS investigators in child-in- 
need-of-aid (CINA) cases. For these reasons, it may have significant impact on the Criminal Division. These potential 
costs are speculative, and the department cannot estimate a specific fiscal impact without experience with the proposed 
law. However, If significant numbers of such cases are referred for prosecution, it could have a fiscal impact on the 
department and we would seek to reassess our budget position at that time.
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This bill provides tools for protection of Alaska’s children. The first tool is to 
change the word “intentionally” to the word “knowingly”; for purposes of 
legal clarification.

The current language requires a higher standard for prosecution for child 
endangerment. Convictions have been successfully evaded in cases 
where a child is endangered because of the term “intentionally”. The 
argument has been that they were not intent upon harm to the child when 
they placed them in such circumstances.

The term “knowingly” reduces the legal standard to an act where the parent 
knowingly placed a child in a situation where harm could result. The parent 
becomes responsible for their actions.

The second tool is the new language regarding conduct which creates a 
substantial risk of physical injury. This language is intended to apply to 
those situations where a parent engages in conduct, such as alcohol 
consumption or drug use, that subsequently endangers the child.
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