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CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 134( )
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
TWENTIETH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsors):  SENATORS LEMAN, Miller, Pliillips
A BILL

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

1 "An Act relating to home schooling for elementary and secondary students.”
2 | BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

3 I * Section 1. AS 14.30.010(b) is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:
4 | (12) is being educated in the child’s home by a parent or legal

51 guardian.

CSSB 134( )

New Text Underlined (DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]



SENATO R LOREN LEM AN Northwest Anchorage

716 W4UiAvc, Suite 520, Anchorage, AK 99501 (907)258-8189  Session: State Capitol, Juneau, AK 99801 (907)465-2095

SB 134

Home Schooling Education Program
Sponsor Statement

Senate Bill 134 adds a paragraph to the compulsory attendance
policy (AS 14.30.010(b)), providing an exemption for children
schooled at home by a parent or guardian. This bill requires
students be instructed in: reading, spelling, mathematics, science,
history, civics, literature, writing, and English grammar.

Currently there are no specific provisions in Alaska Statutes
pertaining to home schooled students. There are several ways
current home schoolers comply with the law. Home schoolers in
technical compliance are now required to follow provisions for
Private and Exempt Schools (AS 14.45,100-130), or they may
participate in a government-sponsored course (AS 14.45.010
(b)(11)). Neither provision was designed with home schoolers in
mind, SB 134 will correct this.

Families in which children are home schooled are numerous. Their
number is growing in our state. It is time we acknowledge them by
law. SB 134 recognizes the important contribution home schooling

parents and students make to our state.



April 9, 1997

The Honorable Loren Leman
Alaska State Senate

State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Senator Leman:

Thank you for introducing Senate Bill 134, relating to home schooling in Alaska, Coming on the
heels of last year’s Senate Concurrent Resolution 25, which passed both houses unanimously, SB
134 is the next logical step in Alaska asserting the value and importance of home schooling as a

part of our overall education system.

As you know, the Alaska Private & Horae Educators Association (APHEA) has, for more than a
decade, worked to keep home schooling families in Alaska free from unnecessary interference
and to help home school parents do theirjob well. APHEA sponsors seminars and coordinates
the efforts ofa network oflocal home school support groups throughout the state. It also works
with the Department of Education and with local officials to help clarify the status o fhome

school families, when necessary.

The APHEA board of directors supports SB 134 because it will dearly establish the status of
home schooling as alegitimate part of Alaska’s educational infrastructure, and not merely as a
subset of private day schools. The several provisions of AS 14.30.010 treat home schoolers as
either private schools or special cases. For example, AS 14.30.010 (b)(l 1) allows a parent to
demonstrate to the local school board that a child is "equally well-served” by a home schooling
program, and thereby excused from compulsory attendance. Such provisions are cumbersome
and difficult, and are contrary to the assumption established by the Supreme Court m Pierce v.
Society o fSisters that parents have the right to direct the education of their children.

Alaska is a state that has long treasured the independent spirit, self suffidcncy and cultural
diversify. Home school families exemplify those qualities. They are contributing to society well-
rounded, well-educated children at no cost to the state. The academic track record of home
school children is enviable. Many home-taught Alaska children have gone on to excel at some of
the nation’s best colleges, and many arc in the Alaska workforce. The Alaska legislature should
join other states, like Michigan and Arizona, in codifying its support for the home school

community.



Darren A. Jones
Home School Legal Defense Association

P.O. Box 159
Paeonian Springs, VA 20129

Sen. Loren Leman
Alaska State Capitol

Room 115
Juneau, AK 99801

April 2, 1997

Dear Senator Leman:

| apologize for the delay in getting back to you. | hope that the information in this letter helps.

We feel that having a specific home school statute which is friendly to families can help home
schoolers in several ways. First, in some states such as Alaska, home schooling is not specifically
ment;med in the law. Instead, parents are given the options of a private tutor (who must be a certified
teacher) or areligious or private school. Most of our members qualify under one or more provisions of
the law; however, there is some uncertainty at times as to whether they arc actually in compliance with the

law.

Second, a home school statute clarifies the intent of the legislature to recognize the constitutional
right of parents to educate their children. This right has been recognized by the Supreme Court of the
United States on several occasions. It displays the confidence of the legislature that parents are assumed

to make the best educational choice for their children.

Third, ahome school statute relaxing the restrictions which have been placed upon parents would
fit the national trend of deregulation in the area of home schooling. Many states, including Arizona,
Michigan, and Arkansas, have recently passed laws reducing the red tape with which home schoolers must

comply.

Fourth, a home school statute that docs not institute burdensome requirements on parents accords
well with Alaska’s history as a freedom-loving state. Government is restricted to its proper role, and

parental freedom is enhanced.

| trust that this letter is sufficiently responsive to your needs. |f you have any further questions,
please feel free to call.

Very tiuly yours,

Darren A. Jones



8§ 1430010 EDLCATION LItAULS ANDMUMCAS

Artlolo

3. Education Tor Excrplionol Children ({J 14.30.180 — 14.30.3C0)

4. Health mid Sofoty Educnilon (55 14.30.3CO, 14.30.370)

5. Environmental Education (5 14.30.3HO)

0. UililigunMlicullural Education (85 14 30.400, 14.30.410)

7. Adventurc-Dnsed Education (55 14.30.000)

8 Alnskn Student Leoderohip Development Fund (5 14.30.610)

9. Special Education Service Agency (56 14 30.000— 14.30.060)

10, Records of Certain Miming or Transferred Clilldrcn (66 14.30.700 — 14.30.720)

11 Alnskn School Counseling Program Gran!Fund (5 14.30.760)

Article 1. Compulsory Education.

Section Section
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7 347

(10) is enrolled in
(A) the state boarding school established under AS 14.16; or

(B) a full-time program ofcorrespondence study approved by the department; in those
school districts providing an approved correspondence study program, a student may be

1enrolled either in the district correspondence program or in the centralized correspon-

dence study program; R R ,
(11) is equally well-served by an educational experience approved by tho school board

esserving the child's educational interests despite on absence from school, the request for
excuse is’made in writing by the child's parents or guardian, und approved by tho
principal or odministrator of tho school that the child attends. ($ 37-7-1ACLA 1949; am
} 36 ch 98 SLA 1966;am § 5¢ch 71 SLA 1972;am } 5ch 190 SLA 1975;am § Ich30SLA
1976; am § 1ch 10 SLA 1977;am § 4 ch 126 SLA 1978; am § 3 ch 11 SLA 1984;am } 1

II). When nltendnnce compulsory

20. Violations
H). I'revenlion nnd reduction of tninncy

Cnlinlcrnl references. — 6R Am. Jur. 2d Schools,
6 216 et seq.

78A C.1.S. Schools and School Districts. 66 734-
739.

TI'scher’s civil linhilily for administering cnrpornl
punishment. 43 Al.LK2d 469.

Regulations on to frntcmitios nnd nimilnr nssocin-
tionn caimccled with educatimml institution. 10
Al113d 389.

46. Grounds for suspension or deninl of admission
47. Admission or rcodmisolon when cnuse no longer
exists

Student orgnnimtion registration Btntcmont, filed
Ivith public school or state university or college, os
open to inspcctinn by public. 37 AUtld 1311

What constitutes n private, parochial, or denomina-
tional Rchool wilhin statuic making attendant at ouch
school a compliance with coinpulBory school atten-
dance law. 65 Al,I13d 1222,

Student's right to compel school officials In issue
degree, diploma, or the like. 11 AU14th 1182

Sec. 14.30.010. When nttendanco compulsory, (n) Every child between seven nnd

ch 78 SLA 1987, am § 4 ch 73 SLA 1988)

NOTES TO DECISIONS

uoted in L.A.M. v. Stale, D47 P.2d 827 (Alaska
J
Staled In In re S.D., 849 P.2d 1190 (Alaska 1976).

Collotornl references. — Religious liollefs of par-
onls os defense to prosecution for foiluro to comply
with compulsory attendance law. 3 ALR2d 1401

Applicability of compulsory attendance law cover-
Ing children or n specified ogo, with respect to a rhild
who hoo passed the anniversary dote of ouch age. 73
ALR2d 874.

Power of public school nulhorities to set minimum

CltcdinMatthawsv.Qutnton.362P.2d932(A)oaka
1961); D.R.C. v. State, 64b P.2d 252 (Alaska Ct App.

1982).

or maximum ago requirements for pupils in absence of
specific statutory authority. 78 ALP2d 1021.

Residence for purpose of admission to public school.
83 ALR2d 497; 63 ALR3d 641.

What constitutes a privato, parochial, or denomina-
tionsl school within statute making attendance at
such school a complisnco with compulsory school
attendance law. 65 ALIt3d 1222.

16 yenrs of nge shnll nttend school nt the public school in the district in which the child
resides during each school term. Every pnrent, guardinn or other person hnving the
responsibility for or control of n child between seven nnd 16 yenrs ofngo shnll maintain
the child in attendance nt n public school in tho district in which the child resides during
the entire school term, except as provided in (b) of thia section.

(b) This section docs not apply if n child

(1) is provided nn academic education comparable to that offered by the public schools
in the area, either by

(A) attendance at a private school in which the teachers arc certificated nccording to

AS 14.20.020;

(D) tutoring by personnel certificated nccording to AS 14.20.020; or

(C) attendance at nn educational program operated in compliance with AS 14.45.100
— 14.45.200 by n r’ligious or other privato school;

(2) attends a school operated by the federal government;

(3) has a physical or mental condition that a competent medical authority determines
will make attendance impractical,

(4) is in the custody of n court or law enforcement authorities;

(5) is temporarily ill or injured;

(6) has been suspended or denied admittance according to AS 14.30.045;

(7) resides mere than two miles from either a public school or a route on which
transportation is provided by the school authorities, except that this subsection does not
apply if the child resides within two miles of a federal or privato school that the child is
eligible nnd able to nttend,;

(8) is excused by nction oftho school hoard ofthe district nt n regular meeting or by the
district superintendent subject to approval by the school hoard of the dintrict nt tho next
regular meeting;

(I1) has completed the 12th grade;

See. 14.30.020. Violations. A person who knowingly fails to comply with AS
14,30.010 is guilty ofa violation. Each five days of unlawful absence under AS 14.30.010
is a separate violation. (8§ 37-7-2 ACLA 1949;sm§ 37 ch 98 SLA 1966;am § 2ch 78 SLA

1987)

Croflii references. — For fines for violations, see
AS 12.55.035.

Sec. 14.30.030. Prevention and reduction of truancy. The governing body of a
school district, including a regional educational attendance area, shall establish proce-
dures lo prevent and reduce truancy. (8 37-7-3 ACLA 1949; am § 1ch 32 SLA 1949; am
5 38ch 98 SLA 1966; am § 55ch 6 SLA 1984;am § 23 ch 85SLA 1988;ain § 3ch 59 SLA

1996)

Effect of nmondmcnta. — Tho 1996 amendment,
effective September 10, 199G, rewrote this section.

sec. 14.30.040. Extension ofprovisions to United States public schools for aborigines.
(Repealed, § 59 ch 99 SLA 1966.]

Sec. 14.30.045. Grounds for (suspension or denial of admission. A school age
child may be suspended from or dented admission to the public school that the child is

otherwise entitled to attend only for the following causes:
(1) continued wilful disobedience or open nnd persistent defiance of reasonable school

authority;
(2) bchnvior that is inimicable lo tho welfare, safety, or morals of other pupils or a

nsrsnn omnlovnd or volunteering at the Bchool;



"There are two—and only two—keys to educational suc-
cess: hard work and parental involvement,” says Michael Farris,
president of the Home School Legal Defense Association.

Home schooling is a flourishing phenomenon within the
United States. In the 19S0s, the general public had never
heard of home schooling, but today almost everyone has.

Still, society at large knows little about home schoolers:
their backgrounds, their activities, or their achievements. A
recent study conducted by Dr. Brian D. Rav. president of
the National Home Education Research Institute (NHERJ),
provides some answers. This study, Strengths of Their Own:
Home Schoolers Across AMerica, collected data on 5.402 home
school students from 1,657 families for the 1994-95 and
1995-96 academic vears. It is the largest and most compre-
hensive studv on home schooling ever undertaken.

Just how prevalent is home education today? The data
indicate there are approximately 1.23 million American chil-
dren being taught at home. This exceeds the total public
school enrollment for the state of New Jersey which has die
10th largest student population in the nation. Put another
wav. there are more nome school students nationwide than
there arc public school students in Wyoming. Vermont.
Delaware. North Dakota, Alaska, South Dakota, Rhode
Island, Montana, and Hawaii combined. Home schooling
has become a substantial portion of this nation's total K-12
student body (Figure 1.0).

More and more parents are choosing
to home school. Why? Because it
works. Compared to public
school students, home edu-
cated students excel. Their
scores on nationallv-normed
standardized achievement
exams demonstrate this fact.

On average, home schoolers
out-perform their public school
peers bv 30 to 37 percentile points
across all subjects (Figure 2.0).

And the longer a child is taught at home, the better lie
does on these tests (Figure 3.0). Students home schooled
from early grades tend to score higher in subsequent vears
in some subject areas. (See Ray, 1997.)

Critics often claim only parents with teaching creden-
tials can effectively home school. The data from this studv
suggest otherwise. Home school sti cut test scores seg-
mented by whether their parents - ; ever held a teaching
certificate reveal a differential of mthree percentile
points (S8 v. 85— Figure 4.0).

The study also shows that home schooling parents' edu-
cational level has no practical significant effect on their chil-
dren’'s academic performance (Figure 5.1). For public school
students, however, a parents' educational level does affect
their child’s performance (Figures 5.2 &.5.3). In eighth
grade math, public school students whose parents are col-
lege graduates score at the 63rd percentile, whereas students
whose parents have less than a high school diploma score at
the 28tli percentile.

Does race make a difference in academic performance?
Math and reading scores for minority home schoolers show
no significant difference when compared to whites.
However, a similar comparison for public school students
demonstrates a substantial disparity (Figures 6.1 &. 6.2).

When segmented by gender, test scores for home school-
ers reveal that boys are slightly better in madi. and girls are

somewhat better in reading. Public school student per-
formance in math follows a similar
pattern, but boys' reading
scores are markedly behind
girls, a 15 percentile differ-
ence (Figure 7,0).

A cost-benefit analy-
sis reveals that an average
of S546 spent per home

school student yields an

average 85th percentile ranking

Continued on page 6

an executive summaiy provided by



How Many Home Schoolers Are There?

Figure 10 - Home School Students Nationwide
Compared to Selected State Public School Populations

cliforu HfitSsivins lokae filimgd  hut
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Acircle: This study calculated thet tr.ere were 123 million home scnoolers mthe U.S.
ing tne fal oi 1996. The estimatea margin of error for this calculation is +=/- 10%. yield-

[ farange of 1.103.0COto 1348.000. Th.s is Similar to the total public school enrollment of

Georgia or New Jersey (ranked 9th ano iCth largest respectively among state public scnocl

copulations natonwde).

"uotic school state enrollment figures are for (994 and the most recent available, based
an rate from the U.S. Department of Education. Gifice of Educational Research A.
improverment. National Center for Ecucaaon Statistics f 1996. iNcvemcer i. Digest Sl
£puc::nn Statistic: (1996). Washington. DC. U.S Department of Education.

How Do Long-Term Home Schoolers
Compare to Those Who Switch
to Home Education Midstream?

Figure 3.0 - Achievement for Eighth Grade Home Schoolers
Segmented by Years Taught at Home

1 Ter 2feas 3Yen 4Yen  Slean 6Yen 2¥en 8Yemn

Footnote: * See fidy (1997) for more detail about the non-equal-interval nature of a simple
percentile scale winch has distortion especially near the ends of the scale.

How Do Home School Students Score?

Figure 2.0

Horre Shodl FpEjl Public School
Netional Average Scores L-sO - Netional Average Soores

S

B

=3 » on ®

Tad fod fod fod Siere Smd Sy Bec CGnpee
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Achieverrent Test Subject Arees

footnote: Data collected for standardized academic achieverment tests for the 199495
acacemic sear.

«For moie detal acout the non-eaual-mterval nature of a simple percentile scale which
has distortipn especially near tne ends of the sca)e. see mplete study By 3nan D. Ray
St/efigtrs al meir Own-Heme across AImenco: Achieverrent. Formyy
Cnoroctensacs. and Tro/cs f1997). Paeoman Springs. VA Home Scncoi Legal
Defense Association

Is Teacher Certification Necessary
for High Achievement?

Figure 4.0

HeStod Rt HmStod Patrt Rudic Stad
Enr Gatified” NmrCertified™  Gatified Teed &

Footnote: * See fiery (1997) for more detail about the non-equal-mterval natuie of asimple
percenl/le scale which hes distortion especially near the ends of the scale.
<* Either parent ever certified
Neeher parent ever certified.



DoesParent Education Level Predict Student Achievement?

For Home Schoolers: ffijD!

Hgure S1- Home Sdhool Achievement - Basic Battery Test

n
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Key for Fgures 5.1-53: Parents’ Highest Education Level Attained

Graduated College Soe Education after High Schod

-botnote:  Public school acnieverment figures are for eighth grace oases on tables from the
J.5. Deoartment of education. Office of Educational research A Imrw?%hallﬁrw
Center for ion Statistics { 1996. Novermber). Nceonor Assessiment

vends in occcemrc cregress [trends report and appendices]. Washington.
CC U.S. Department of Education.

How Do Minorities Fare inHome Education?

Figure 61- Race Relationship Figure 6.2 - Race Relatioship

1D Reading Test Scores to Mathematics Test Soores
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Footnote:  Public school achievement figures are for eighth grade based cn tables from the
U.S. Department of Education. Office of Ma?\&e&eﬁch S Inpr%h&ygrﬂ
Center ‘or Education Statisti% (1996. November). Assessirertt (

Mogress (NAS) trendsin C progress [trends report and appendices). Vashington,
DC: U.S. Department of Education.

* See Ray (1997) for more detail about Use non equal mterval nature of a simple per-
centile scale which hes distortion especially near the ends ol the scale.

For Public Schoolers: YfyS!

Figure 5.2 - Public Sdool Fgure 53 - Public .Sdol
Achievement - Writing Test! Achievement- Math Test*
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&
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RubicStod Suohrt Scett
Syarted by Partrti' ELcationlevel

Graduated Hgh School | | Less than Hgh Sthool Eccation

Home school achievement figures are ‘or grades < - 12,

<Sasic rv acnieverment test scores not available for public school students.

= See r1a97s for more detail about the ncnrequai-intervai nature of a simp':
percentile scaie which nas distortion especially near the enos or tne scale.

What About the Gender Gap in Academics?

Figure 7.0

Kamithod  RHicStod
RedrgSoes  RedrgSues
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Footnote: Pvtic school achievement figutes are for eighth grade based on tables from the
U.S. Department of Education, Office of Educati Reaeﬁch & Inprovw
Assessrrent

Center for ion Staﬁsﬁ% (1996. November).
fVogress trencs [T C progress (trends report and appendices). VWashington,
DC; U.S. Department of Education.

«See (1997) for more detail about the non-cqual-mterval nature of a simple per-
centile scale which has distortion especially near the ends of the scale.



Does Spending Correlate with Achievement?

Figure 8.0
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Pccmote: = All cest-per-student amounts in this figure evclude capital costs

* United States Department oi Education. National Center; :cr Educaucn Statistics
li'r'H). Stassacsrn tr ee /ure r996: Revenues and eacencitures |Crerﬁce.err an; sec-
anspry educatem Schodi .ear 99’-i50a fRim-Ctn-r-cn care ardata: .'Aacnet cK tea-
cacen financei survey] Weshington. DC. U.S Department of education.

What About Socialization?

Figure 10.0 - Home Schoolers’ Activities & Community Involvement
Soaia
Ballet/OtrteQlititi
4H
esssbssu
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Percent of Students Involved

Footnote:  # Participation in two or more of the 12 activities does not include “other activi-
ties" See TaWe 8 cf «oy <1997).

Is Family Income a Predictor of Academic
Achievement for Home Schoolers?

Figure 9.0 - No Impact on Achievement
»
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Footnote. * See Rayl 1997s for more detail about tne nornreouai-mtervai nature of a smpie
percentile scaie wnicn nas distonion especially near tne ends oi the scale.

What Happens After Graduation?

Figure 110
Hoe School Graduates Public Shodl Graduates™

Footnote: 'Percentages do not include military, unemployed, missions, ministry, volunteer
m\ak etc.. Since these categories were not available tor both groups.

"Based on table from National Educational Longitudinal Survey (NELS) 198S-/994
Drrsenptne Summary Report.



Is Government Regulation Necessary for High Achievement?

Key for Figures 121 & 122

Low Regulation
Hb state requirerment for parents to initiate any
contact with the state.

Moderate Regulation
State requires parents to send natification, test scores
and/or professional evaluation of student progress.

High Regulation

State requires parents to send notification or
achieverment test soores and/or professional
evaluation, plus other requirements (e.g. curriculum
approval by the state, teacher qualifications of
parents, or home visits by state officials).

Figure 12.2 - Breakdown of States by Regulatory Policy

Figure 121 - State Regulation:
No Impact on Home School Achievement

w

Hill Mkrate low
Xg litien Xg.hom Reglain

Amount of State Regulation

rOGtnote: * See |'H (1°97) for more eetail about toe non-equalmterval nature of a smote
cercentite scale whicn Hes ostortion esoeoatly rear tne eras of the scale.



Ages of Home School Students In Study

Figure 13.0

Continuedfrom page 1

on test scores. Compare this to the average expenditure of
§5.325 per public school student to achieve only an average
50th percentile ranking. And these costs do not include capi-
tal expenditures (Figure 8.0).

Segmenting student test scores by family income shows
that financial stacus is not a determinant of academic per-
formance for home schoolers (Figure 9.0).

Home schoolers are often accused of depriving their chil-
dren of socialization. To the contrary, data on home school stu-
dents activities and community involvement reveal that these
children are engaged in an average of 5.2 activities outside the
home with 98% involved in two or more (Figure 10.0).

Once they graduate from high school, home schoolers close-
tv parallel their public school counterparts, whether they pursue
more formal education or enter the job market (Figure 110)..

The degree of governmental regulation from state to
state has no significant effect on the academic performance
of home schoolers (Figure 12.1).

How enthusiastic are home school parents about dieir suc-
cess? The vast majority (89%) intend to continue teaching dteir
children at home all die way through high school (Figure 14.0).

This study demonstrates that home schooling works. It

shows that direct parental involvement and hard work are

How Long Are They Going To Home School?

Figure 14.0 - Parents’ Intent to Continue Home Education

the keys to educational success. Regardless of family
income, parent education level, teacher certification, or the
degree of government regulation, the scores of home edu-
cated students significantly exceed those of public school

students. The results speak for themselves.

Contact Information

Strengths of Their Oivh— Home Schoolers Across America:
Academic Achievement, Family Characteristics, and Longitudinal
Traits, the comprehensive report on the study is available
from NHERI for S19.95 plus S2 shipping.

National Home Education Research Institute
P.O. Box 13939

Salem, OR 97309

(503) 364-1490

e-mail: mail@nheri.org

Home School Legal Defense Association
PO. Box 159

Paeonian Springs, VA 20129

(540) 338-5600


mailto:mail@nheri.org

APRIL 10,1997

TO: MEMBERS OF THE SENATE HESS COMMITTEE

DEAR SIR:

PLEASE SUPPORT BILL SB-134. HOMESCHOOLING IS A GREAT WAY TO
TEACH CHILDREN. THEY LEARN FASTER AND MORE IN A RELAXED
ATMOSPHERE. THEY CAN WORK AT THEIR OWN SPEED, EX: DOING
HOMEWORK AHEAD. UNLIKE PUBLIC SCHOOLS, MY HOMESCHOOLERS
HAVE TO FINISH EACH BOOK TO GET CREDIT FOR THAT SUBJECT EVEN IF
IT TAKES THEM INTO THE SUMMER TO DO IT.

THANK YOU,

SINCERELY,

KEITH & DONNA BUCHANAN

423 TAURUS RD.
FAIRBANKS, AK. 99712
PHONE & FAX: 1907/457-4285

P.S. THANK YOU SENATOR LEMAN



Testimony concerning SB 134 to be telcconferenced at Y00AM on Friday, ApnT 1L before the
Senate HESS committee:

| support SB134 because the state needs to recognize a successful educational
alternative-home schooling our children. As home schoolers we believe in our God-given
mandate to “train up™ our children into good, responsible, critically-thinking adults. Wc favor a
traditional approach in the best sense ofthe word, stressing academic subjects as listed in the
bill. The 180-day requirement for public schools does not fit our routine which can be variable,
from getting up to going to bed, at intervals throughout the day, alternating with chores. Some
days are shorter, other days are spent away but still schooling. We gage when we are finished not
be number o fdays but rather by when the subject matter has been completed. Wc are getting
successful results locally and nationwide while public education continues to fail. Anyone
Wantin% an honest assessment of education will acknowledge this or do the homework required
to verify it



Testimony ofJack E. Phelps, Vice President
Alaska Private & Home Educators Association

In support of SB 134
Offered to the Senate HESS Committee

April 11,1.997

Mr. Chairman, members ofthe committee:

My name is Jaok Phelps, and today | am testifying on behalfof the Alaska Private & Home
Educators Association (APHEA), a non-profit educational corporation serving the home school
community throughout Alaska. APHEA was founded in 1987, and currently has a membership of
about 450 home schooling families in all parts of the state. It is governed by an elected board of

directors of which I am currently vice president.

Robert Nesbitt in his famous book, M egatrends, mentioned home school as part of society’s
trend toward decentralization, and as a sign of increased personal responsibility. It is that and more.
It has been called the fastest growing educational phenomenon in modem America. Estimates run as
high as 2.5 million American school age children being educated by their parents, representing the
full range of educational philosophies, and crossing all social and economic strata. Patricia Lines, a
researcher for the U.S. Department of Education, estimated the number at well over a million several

years ago, and it has continued to grow in the years since.

Home taught children are widely recognized as well educated and socially successful young
people. They arc now sought and recruited by many of the nation’s best colleges and universities.
Several books have been published in recent years acknowledging their successes and their unique
contribution to American society. Several states, notable among them Michigan and Arizona, have
recently aotcd to protcol home schools and to codify their role in the range of eduoational options. In
faot, the bill which you have before you today is patterned on the law passed in Michigan last year.



Last year, the Alaska legislature passed Senate Concurrent Resolution 24 (now 1996
Legislative Resolve #53) without a single dissenting vote. That put this body clearly on record
asserting the importance of home schooling to Alaska families and the value of home schooling to
Alaska society. SB 134 codifies that stand and will encourage the responsible activities of the Alaska

home school community.

The APHEA board of directors supports SB 134 because wc believe it will establish Alaska
in the forefront of those progressive states which strongly support this option for parents who choose
to take a direct and personal hand in the education of their children. Alaska parents who arc teaching
their children at home are contributing to Alaska society by preparing their children for the full range
of workforce opportunities, and they are doing it at no cost to the state general fund because they bear

the full expense themselves.

As the sponsor has pointed out in liis sponsor statement, SB 134 is needed because under the
current statutes home school families have to pretend they are regular, private day schools, and file
all the paperwork attendant upon operating such a school, or they have to enroll in a state or district
sponsored correspondence program which may work well for some, but clearly limits the options for
others. Another option is for them to seek exemption from the local district under a cumbersome
process that subjects them to unwelcome and unnecessary work and scrutiny. This route is
particularly unacceptable because there are no uniform standards governing whether they will be
granted the exemption. Making home school parents depend on the whim of the local school boards
and the various superintendents is no way for the state to encourage and support the kind of personal
responsibility being taken by those who choose to teaoh their own children at home. SB 134,
especially with the amendments contained in the committee substitute you have before you today,

would establish a very simple and unifonn exemption, and allow home school parents to get on with

the business of teaching their children.

SB 134 is simply good public policy. It is good for children and it is good for the state. It
makes a very dear statement that Alaska recognizes the value of personal liberty, personal
responsibility and acadcmio freedom. Each of your constituencies will he wcll-scrved by the

immediate passage oftills legislation. I urge you to move it from committee as soon as possible.



Thank you very muoh for the opportunity to testify today. | will be happy to try to answer

guestions you may have.



P.O. Box 670551
Chugiak, AK 99567
April 10, 1997

Dear Senator Leman,
Thank you for Introducing S.B. 134. As a long-time

home schooler (10 year*), 1 appreciate your work and that of
others who recognize home schooling as a viable option in
A13SkA M

OF my eleven children, two have graduated and are doing
fine. In fact, you know my son, Peter Torkelso"",. He home
schooled his last three semesters of high school. He did
very well at UAA with almost a straight A average.

1 am sometimes anxious about the future of home
schooling and see this bill as a positive stop in assuring
our rights as parents to choose the education that we feel

would best meet the needs of our children.
Thank you again and you have my whole-hearted support

for S.B. 134.

Sincerely,

Jackie Torkelson
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APRIL 10,1997

TO: MEMBERS OF THE SENATE HESS COMMITTEE

DEAR SIR:

PLEASE SUPPORT BILL SB-134. HOMESCHOOLING IS A GREAT WAY TO
TEACH CHILDREN. THEY LEARN FASTER AND MORE IN A RELAXED
ATMOSPHERE. THEY CAN WORK AT THEIR OWN SPEED, EX: DOING
HOMEWORK AHEAD. UNLIKE PUBLIC SCHOOLS, MY HOMESCHOOLERS
HAVE TO FINISH EACH BOOK TO GET CREDIT FOR THAT SUBJECT EVEN IF

IT TAKES THEM INTO THE SUMMER TO DO IT.

THANK YOU,

SINCERELY,

KEITH & DONNA BUCHANAN
423 TAURUS RD.

FAIRBANKS, AK. 99712
PHONE & FAX: 1907/457-4285

P.S. THANK YOU SENATOR LEMAN
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Subject: SB 134 Homeschooling Amendment
From: charlieh@ Alaska.NET ("Charles, Jo, Luke, Shane, Rose") at CC2MHSI

Date: 4/10/97 7:03 PM

Dear Senators:
Please pass the amendment to SB 134 that would allow parents and legal guardians

to
educate their child at home. | have been homeschooling for eleven years.

Thank you for your support of the homeschoolers in our state.
Sincerely,

Barbara Njaa
Nikiski, AK


mailto:charlieh@Alaska.NET

buojecu: Sb xbfi amenamencs ravorame to nomescnooiers
From: charlieh@ Alaska.NET ("Charles, Jo, Luke, Shane, Rose") at CC2MHS!

Date: 4/10/97 6:56 PM

Dear Senator Leman:

PLEASE VOTE TO APPROVE ANY AMENDMENTS TO SB 134 THAT ARE FAVORABLE TO
HOMESCHOOLERS.

Thank you so much for the time and effort you have put into making homeschooling

recognized in Alaska. | have been homeschooling my children for six years now.

Let's set an example to the rest of the nation by passing this b ill which
exhibits strong support of the homeschooling community.

| would like to see the b ill amended to read "is being educated in the child's
home by a parent or legal guardian.", as was recommended in correspondence |

received via email from your office earlier today.

Thank you once again. Please keep me informed as to the status of this
legislation.

Cordially yours

Joanne Hardesty
Nikiski, Alaska


mailto:charlieh@Alaska.NET
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Jennifer M. Caeton
P.0.Box 110486
Anchorage, AK 99511

April 10, 1997

To Whom It May Concern,

| am a homeschool graduate and am writing to express my strong
support of SB 134, as well as the amendment that would delete the
following language :"...and is receiving an organized educational program
that Includes reading, spelling, mathematics, science, history, civics,
literature, writing, and English grammar.”

| would also strongly support an amendment that stated "is being
educated In the child's home by a parent or legal guardian.”

Sincerely,

Jennifer M. Caeton



Anthony J. Caeton IV
P.0.Box 110486
Anchorage, AK 99511

April 10, 1997

To Whom It May Concern,

| am a homeschool graduate and am writing to express my strong
support of SB 134, as well as the amendment that would delete the
following language :"...and is receiving an organized educational program
that includes reading, spelling, mathematics, science, history, civics,
literature, writing, and English grammar."”

| would also strongly support an amendment that stated "Is being
educated in the child's home by a parent or legal guardian.”

Aninuiiy,j. uaoiun iv



Emma M. Caeton
P.0.Box 110486
Anchorage, AK 99511

April 10, 1997

To Whom It May Concern,

As a parent | am writing to express my strong support of SB 134, as
well as the amendment that would delete the following language :M..and is
receiving an organized educational program that includes reading,
spelling, mathematics, science, history, civics, literature, writing, and
English grammar.”

| would also strongly support an amendment that stated "Is being
educated In the child's home by a parent or legal guardian.”

Sincerely,
/T \,
Emma M. Caeton
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To: All committee members regarding homeschooling:

From: Robin and Gretchen Bogard

Box 7362
Nikiski, Ak. 99635 phone 776-5768

| urge %/our, support for,any bills which
strengthen the rights of parents to homeschool
their children.

My wife and | are both lifetime Alaskans. We are
the proud parents of 4 young daughters, all of them
also born here in Alaska. We are homeschooling
them, and plan on continuing to do so. An annual
S.A.T. for each child is part of our routine. We are
committed and responsible parents. | believe that as
taxpayers, we should have access for our children to
make use of the public school facilities. | also highly
favor what was once termed the *voucher system,”
where the same tax dollars appropriated to public
schools for each child could be wused for
homeschooling.



April 10, 1997

Senator Loren Leman
Senate Health, Education & Social Services Committee

Fax No. 465-3810
Dear Senator Leman:

I am writing in support of SB 134. My husband is an Anchorage business owner who travels
frequently. We have been homeschooling our two daughters for almost seven years.
Homeschooling has provided the academic freedom and excellence which we desired for our
children, and the flexibility my husband’s business schedule has required.

This bill will guard and strengthen the freedom all Alaskan parents have to educate their children
with each child’s best interests in mind. | greatly appreciate your efforts in sponsoring this bill,

and look forward to its passage.
Sincerely,
Anne M. Kincaid

19208 McCrary
Eagle River, AX 99577



10 April 1937

Sen. Loren Leman
Alaska State Capitol

Room 115
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Senator Leman:

As a former home schooling parent and one presently most interested in
Christian education, | fully support Senate Bill 134.

It is my considered judgement that Senate Bill will be a major step along
the road to educational freedom. Current Exemptions apply only to private
schools. If some home schoolers are “taking refuge” under this exemption
it could possibly result in an infringement on their liberties. The wisdom
of SB 134 is that it EXEMPTS home schoolers as home schoolers.

The Alaska Constitution is flawed in that it gives the state a role in
education. That needs to be changed. However, we need to deal with the de
facto situation. In other words, what must be done to proceed along the
road to educational freedom? How can we improve our situation? All
battles are not won in one encounter. SB 134 does not “win it all” but is
definitely a step in the right direction.

The concern that the requirements that parents follow a program which
contains reading, spelling, etc.etc. will invite bureaucrats into the home
schooling scene is unfounded. The bill makes no provision for enforcement
by the State or any sanctions. A home schooling parent would be more
secure under the provisions or SB 134 than they are at the present.
Moreover, similar measures in other states have increased liberty of home
schoolers-not restricted i..em.

Thank you for your concern in this vital area of guarding and improving our
educational freedom.

Most sincerely,

Donnis Walters

13209 Brant Way
Anchorage Alaska 99515
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Senator Gory Wilken,
| have been very exiled to leant of SB 134! The freedom lo educate our children

according to our beliefs is of utmost inmportance to my husband and |.

There are also somany resources availabe to provide our children with a first rate
education without some of the drawbacks involved with the available institutions. | have
high hopes that Alaska will become a more user friendly State for homeschoolers. This
legislation is in my opinion exactly what we need. Also | would be in favor of the
deletion of the organized educational program phrase, Thank you very much for the time
and effort you have taken to give parents greater freedom in thier efforts to give tliier

< tildren the best education possible.

Sincerely,
Mrs. Caroline Smardo



Fom Baver Bossad Fex 1S0776.G9 Ta Sretr GryWiken Pace 10f 1 Trurschy. Auil 101997 02\WRMI

Senator Gary Wilken.
Pease suppport the ammendment to SB 134 that would  delete the phrase about

organized educational programeel. ect.” This nost recent proposed amendment sounds
geat!

Sincerely,

John and Carol Broussard
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