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S T A T E  O F  A L A SK A
1997 L E G IS L A T IV E  S E S S IO N

FISCAL NOTE
BELL NO. SB 117

Revision Date:_______________________________________
Title: "An Act relating to an infant care curriculum

Dept. Affected: Education 
'BRU:

Sponsor:
Requester:

in the public school system."
Teaching & Learning Support

Senator Donley
Component: Quality Schools

Senate HESS

Expenditures/Revenues:

COM PONENT SERIAL NO.

(Thousands of Dollars)

2147

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY98 FY99 FY00 FY01 FY02 FY03
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGES IN REVENUES

1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
Other:
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

E s tim a te  o f c u r re n t  y e a r  (FY97) c o s t :  $ 

PO SITIONS:

$0

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

Any costs would be absorbed at the school district level.

Prepared by: Nancy Buell________________________
Division: Teaching & Learning Support. Director

Approved by Commissioner: Shirley J. Holloway,

Agency: Department of Education /
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Phone: 465-8689 
Date: 4/9/97

Date: 4/9/97
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S e n a t o r  D a v e  D o n l e y
A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

SPONSOR STATEMENT SB 117 
R eq u irin g  in fan t care edu ca tio n  fo r teens

SB 117 ad d s  "infant care" instruction  to w h at is cu rren tly  encouraged  in  AS 
14.30.360(a) for each school d istrict to include in its ' health  education  
c u rricu lu m .

P renatal and  in fan t care program s are successfully  reducing  dangers  to infants 
u n d e r 3 m onths of age b u t A laska still suffers from  a consistently  h igher rate  
o f m ortality  for infants age 3 m onths to  1 year than  the rest o f the U nited  
States. This s trong ly  indicates a problem  in A laska w ith  a lack of p ro p er 
in fan t care.

The attached  m atrix  dram atically  indicates the  problem . In a s tu d y  of six 
w estern states, A laska was listed as having the b est record  for p renata l care, 
the few est low  w eigh t births, and  the low est b irths to m others u n d e r  the age 
of 18. H ow ever, A laska s till had  the h ig h e s t in fa n t m o rta lity  ra te  o f th e  s ta ies 
s tu d ied . The d isparity  of these figures once again  poin ts to a lack of 
ap p ro p ria te  in fan t care.

R equiring  in fan t care to be included in h igh school health  care curricu lum  
will give young  A laskans the basic infant care skills th a t statistics indicate 
m ay  be lacking and  causing Alaska's in fan t m orta lity  problem s.

O ne of the lead ing  causes of death  for infants in bo th  A laska an d  the rest of 
the U nited  States is Sudden Infant D eath  Syndrom e. 100% o f infants w ho 
d ied  of SIDS in A laska from  1992 -1995 w ere found  in the p ro n e  sleep 
position, had  been placed to sleep on inappropria te  bedd ing , o r had  a m other 
w ho sm oked cigarettes. T hese are factors th a t cou ld  be  s ig n ifican tly  reduced  
an d  h o p efu lly  e lim in a ted  w ith  p ro p er in fa n t care education .

A buse an d  neglect are also factors that figure in the health  an d  w elfare of 
infants. These are tw o problem s that also could hopefu lly  be p rev en ted  or 
reduced  w ith  p ro p er in fan t care education.
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Backup fo r SB 117 
The S ta tis tica l Case fo r  W hy A laska Needs Better In fa n t Care

S A M P L E  W E S T E R N  S T A T E S  &  

T H E I R  P R O G R A M S  T H A T  

I M P A C T  IN F A N T  M O R T A L I T Y

1 In fan t 2 Low  3 Early 4 B irths of 
M ortality  B irth  P renatal M o th ers
per/1000 W eig h t  .Care <_1.8.y,Q,

A laska
W IC, M e d ic a id , H e a lth y  B ab ies (M  o f  D )5 

H ead  S ta r t , H e a lth y  M o th e r s /H e a l th y  

Babies, P re n a ta l C a re  II P ro g ra m , Even 
S ta rt, H o m e  H e a lth  Svcs, In fan t L earn in g  

P ro g ra m s , & In d ia n  H e a lth  Svc.

Idaho
W IC, M e d ic a id , H e a lth y  B abies (M o f D), 

H e a lth y  M o th e r s /H e a l th y  B abies 
In d ia n  H e a lth  Svc.

8.2
(w o rst)

7.2

4.9%
(best)

5.3%

83.3%
(best)

3.9%

78.0%

(best)

4.8%

W y o m in g  7.9 7.3% 81.2% 4.7%
W IC, M e d ic a id , H e a lth y  B abies (M o f D),

H e a d s ta r t ,  H e a l th y  M o th e r s /H e a l th y  
B abies, In d ia n  H e a lth  Svc., E x tension  

Food N u tr it io n  E d u ca tio n  P ro g ram

W a sh in g to n  6.4 5.2% 80.7% 4.0%
W IC, M e d ic a id , H e a lth y  B abies (M o f D),

H e a lth y  M o th e r s /H e a l th y  B ab 'e s ,

F irst S tep s , In d ia n  H e a lth  Svc.

M o n tan a  7.4 6.0% 80.5% 4.5%
W IC ,M ed icaid , H ea lth y  B abies (M of D)
H e a lth y  M o th e r s /H e a l th y  B ab ies,

Fam ily  P la n n in g , M IA M I (M T ’s In itia tiv e  
for the A b a te m e n t o f  M o rta lity  in  Infan ts),

1 Rate of m ortality o f infants 3 months - 1 yr. o f age per 1000 live births.
2 Infants w eighing less than 2500 grams (5.5 lbs.) a t birth
3 Prenatal care in the 1st or 2nd trimester o f pregnancy
4 Births by m others less than 18 years o f age DD/ljh 4/01/97
3 March o f Dimes Healthy Babies Program


