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SENATE CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 367(HES)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTIETH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY THE SENATE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVE DYSON

A BILL

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act relating to part-time public school students; and providing for an 

liffective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 14.03.095(a) is amended to read:

(a) Except as provided in (b) of this section, a governing body shall, upon 

request, allow a child, including a child who is also enrolled at a private school, is a 

correspondence student, or is being home schooled, to enroll as a part-time student in 

the district. A governing body may not discriminate between nart-time and full­

time students or require that part-time students he enrolled after full-time student 

enrollment is completed.

* Sec. 2. AS'-W.OS.OPS is amended by. adBing a new subsection to read:

\  , (d) This section does not apply to interscholastic or extracurricular, student
A

activities.

* Sec. 3. AS i4 .17.080 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

-I-
AJew T ex t U nderlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]

SCS HB 367(HES)
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3

(b) When reporting a district's ADM, a part-time student who is a 

correspondence student may not be counted as more than one full-time equivalent 

student.

* Sec. 4. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).

SCS HB 367(HES)
New T ex t U nderlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F r e d  D y s o n  

HB 367 
S p o n so r  S ta tem en t

"An Act relating to part-time public school students; and providing for 
an effective date."

From the beginning, HB 158, the part-time student bill from last 
Session, was intended and discussed in committee and on the floor as 
an anti-discrimination and equal access bill. The Anchorage, Valdez, 
and Kenai School Districts have implemented policies that require 
part-time students to wait at the back of the line until full-time 
students have had the opportunity to enroll. This clearly is 
discriminatory and contrary to the bill which states that a part-time 
student can only be denied enrollment if a full-time student would  
similarly be denied.

The Anchorage School District (ASD) has stated that the reason behind 
their policy comes from 4 AAC 05.035 (b) (1) "space is available in a 
course in which the student desires to enroll after full-time public 
school students have had an opportunity to enroll."

My intent from the bill's conception was to remove the discrimination 
against part-time students. This bill will effect that intent within the 
regulations, 4 AAC 05.035 Co) (1).

- E-mail - 
: : r e 5entative_Fred_Dyson

@Legis state ak us

- Internet •
/rwww akrepublicans org
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R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  F r e d  D y s o n

M e m o r a n d u m

September 2,1997 

To: Eddy Jeans
School Finance Manager

From: Fred Dyson
State Representative

RE: 4 AAC 05.035 and Memorandum Number 97-04

From the beginning, HB 158, the part-time student bill, was intended 
and discussed in committee and on the floor as an anti-discrimination 
and equal access bill. The Anchorage School District (ASD) and the 
Kenai School District have implemented policies that require part-time 
students to wait until full-time students have had the opportunity to 
enroll. This clearly is discriminatory and contrary to the bill which 
states that a part-time student can only be denied enrollment if a full­
time student would similarly be denied.

The ASD has stated that the reason behind their policy comes from 
4 AAC 05.035 (b) (1) "space is available in a course in which the student 
tiesires to enroll after full-time public school students have had an 
opportunity to enroll."

My intent from the bill's conception was to remove the discrimination 
against part-time students. In order for the regulations to follow the 
law, I respectfully request that 4 AAC 05.035 (b) (1) be modified as 
follows:

(1) space is available in a course in which the.student desires to 
enroll [AFTER FULL-TIME PUBLIC SCHOOL STUDENTS HAVE 
HAD AN OPPORTUNTIY TO ENROLL];

Thank you for your help. If you have further questions on this matter, 
please contact me or my staff aide, Lisa Torkelson, at (907) 694-6683.

-  Internet - 
http//www a k/e publicans org
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R e p r e 0 n t a t i v e  F r e d  D y s o n  0

M e m o r a n d u m

January 15,1998

To: Shirley Holloway
Commissioner, Department of Education

From: Fred Dyson
State Repres

RE: Proposed Regulation Change - 4 AAC 05.035
Memorandum Number 97-15

From the beginning, HB 158, the part-time student bill, was intended, 
and discussed in committee and on the floor as an anti-discrimination 
and equal access bill. The Anchorage School District (ASD) and the 
Kenai School District have implemented policies that require part-time 
students to wait until full-time students have had the opportunity to 
enroll. This clearly is discriminatory and contrary to the bill which 
states that a part-time student can only be denied enrollment if a full­
time student would similarly be denied.

The ASD has stated that the reason behind their policy comes from 
4 AAC 05.035 (b) (1) "space is available in a course in which the student 
desires to enroll after full-time public school students have had an 
opportunity to enroll."

My intent from the bill’s conception was to remove the discrimination 
against part-time students. In order for the regulations to follow the 
law, I respectfully request that 4 AAC 05.035 (b) (1) be modified as 
follows:

(1) space is available in a course in which the student desires to 
enroll [AFTER FULL-TIME PUBLIC SCHOOL STUDENTS HAVE 
HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO ENROLL]*;

Thank you for your help. If you have further questions on this matter, 
please contact me or my staff aide, Lisa Torkelson, at (907) 465-3467.

•New Text Underlined (DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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APR-02-90 15.36 FROM.SCHOOL FINANCE I D . 4635279 PACE 2/5

4 AAC 05.035(a) and (b) are amended to read:

(a) A district shall [MAY] permit its school to enroll pan time public school students. A 

district [THAT PERMITS ENROLLMENT OF PART-TIME PUBLIC SCHOOL STUDENTS] 

shall adopt a policy that sets out how a school district shall comply with (b) of this section and 

how the school shall process a request for enrollment of a part-time public school student The 

district sh~. make the policy available to an interested person.

(b) Subject to the policy that a district has set out under (a) of this section, a public school in 

the district shall [MAY3 enroll a part-time public school student, including a private, 

correspondence, or home school under AS 14.30.010(b), if

(1) space is available in a course in which the student desires to enroll after full-time 

public school students’have had an opportunity to enroll;

(2) the enrollment is at the request of the student or the student’s parent; for purposes of 

this paragraph, "parent" has the meaning sec out at 4 AAC 52.990;

(3) the student has met the prerequisites for the course that are required of a full-time 

public school student; and

(4) the enrollment does not result in an expenditure of public money for the direct benefit 

of a private educational institution.

1
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APR—02—90 15.37 FROM.SCHOOL FINANCE I D . 4G3S279 PACE 3/5

(Eff. 6/2J95, Register 134: am 

Authority: AS 14.03.080

AS 14.07.020

/  /  , Register

AS 14.07.060

)

AS 14.30.010

7
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APR-02—90 I S . 37 FROM.SCHOOL FINANCE I D . 4635279 PACE 4/S

4 AAC 09.040 (c) is amended and a new (d) is added to read:

(c) A secondary student enrolled in an approved district correspondence srudy program or 

as a pan-time public school student under 4 .AAC 05.035, shall be counted on a full time 

equivalent basis as follows:

(1) a student enrolled in one course in a semester equals 0.25 full-time equivalent;

(2) a student enrolled in two courses in a semester equals 0.5 full-time equivalent:

(3) a student enrolled in three courses in a semester equals 0.75 full-time equivalent;

(4) a student enrolled in four or more courses in a semester equals 1.00 full-time 

equivalent.

(d) An elementary student enrolled in an approved district correspondence study program 

or as a pan-time public school student under 4 AAC 05.035, shall be counted on a full time 

equivalent basis as follows:

(1) Elementary students enrolled in one hour or less per day equals .25 full-time 

equivalent, (less than 10 contact hours per week);

(2) Elementary students enrolled in two hours per day equals .5 full-time equivalent,

(10+ but less than 15 contact hours per week);

(3) Elementary students enrolled in three hours per day equals .75 full-dmc equivalent,
*

(15+ but less than 20 contact hours per week);

1
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register __  1997 EDUCATION

(4) Elemeniary students enrolled in four hours per day equals 1.0 full-time equivalent, 

(20+ contact hours per week).

(Eff. 1/15/87, Register 101; am 12/13/87, Register 104; am 6/2/95, Register 134: am /

/  , Register )

Authority: AS 14.07.020

AS 14.07.060
AS 14.17.010
AS 14.17.022

"AS 14.17.031
AS 14.17.041
AS 14.17.080

AS 14.17.160
AS 14.17.170
AS 14.17.200



H om e r H igh  School
Kenai Peninsula Borough School District 

Richard Patton, Principal 
Keith Gebhardt, Assistant Principal 

David Cloud, Athletic Director

Senator John Torgerson 
State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801- i 182

I a m  writing concerned about the Bill before the legislature concerning part-time students.

This bill requires part-time students to be admitted on the s a m e  basis as full time students. There 
are serious problems with this concept.

I a m  the Principal of H o m e r  High School and have been a Principal for almost eighteen years. I 
understand high schools well.

H o m e r  High School allows part-time students in our school if there is room in the desired program.
If there is not room, our full time students receive first consideration. H o m e r  High School nas 
eleven (11) part-time students currently which is the most of the thirty-six schools in the Kenai • 
Peninsula Borough School Districts.

T h e  bill before the legislature has s o m e  serious flaws. First, this bill would allow part-time 
students to replace full time students in our most desirable courses. This has been discussed 
last year at our P T S O  (Parent/Teacher/Student Organization) meeting and the vast majority of 
parents would not favor any legislation that would ever lead a full time student to be displaced by 
a part-time student. M a n y  of our students wait years for desired courses and work to attain a 
spot. T o  have a full time student displaced by a part-time student would not be fair. I a m  sure if 
you heard from all parents you would not even consider this bill.

Secondly, it is important for high schools to keep standards and one of our standards is that all 
students must take a full load. In our case, that is six courses during the day. In other words, w e  
require students to be here at 8:30 A.M. and they do not leave until 3:15 P.M. T o  allow students 
a choice of part-time status would seriously w ea ke n  the standard and lessen our ability to hold 
reasonable academic standards and standards of attendance.

I strongly urge you to consider not passing this bill and would certainly be willing to talk in detail 
about the problems it would create.

Sincerely,

Richard F. Patton,
Principal H o m e r  High School 
cc: Rep. Gail Phillips

600 E. Fairview Avenue, Homer, AK 99603-7661 Phone:(907)235-81^6 Fax:(907)235-8933 
Web Site: www2.kpbsd.kl2.ak.us/schools/hhs/main/main.htm



Official Business 
Fax: (907) 465-3472

State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 
(907) 465-3720 
(907) 465-2689

Speaker of the House o f Representatives

April 7, 1998

Mr. Richard Patton 
Principal
Homer High School 
600 E. Fairview Ave.
Homer, AK 99603

Dear Mr. Patton: ( \ \

Thank you for sending me a copy of your letter to Senator Torgerson regahhng HB367 -  aijoWing . 
part-time students to enroll in high school courses with the same status as fulHime students, 
appreciate your comments explaining your objections to the bill’s provisions. \ .  /

The bill passed the House on Friday, March 27; I voted against it as having high school students 
come and go on a part-time basis seems counterproductive to instilling disciplined work ethic to 
succeed in college or the work place. I will see that a copy of your letter is sent to Senator Gary 
Wilken, chair of the Senate HESS Committee. You may wish to write or call him as well tc explain 
your perspective as a long-time educator and principal.

Again, thank you for your input. Please continue to contact me if I may ever be of assistance.

SPEAKER OF TH E HOUSE 

GP:ps

cc: Sen. John Torgerson
Sen. Gary Wilken

Sincerely,



c c : M a i l  f o r :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F r e d  D y s o n

Subject: HB367 First Come, First Served

From: mcclure@alaska.net (L. A. McClure) at CC2MHS1 3/3/98 1:03 AM

To: Representative Fred Dyson at LAA_TRANS

Dear R ep resen ta tiv e  Dyson,

I  support HB 367.

I  f in d  i t  in c re d ib le  th a t  i t  should  be assumed th a t  a s tu d e n t e n ro lle d  in  
a  p u b lic  school should have p r io r i t y  over a s tu d en t who i s  e n ro lle d  in  
b o th  p u b lic  and p r iv a te  schoo ling . I  can th in k  o f a b so lu te ly  no 
le g i t i tm a te  reason  fo r  p la c in g  one s tu d e n t b e fo re  ano ther in  th e  goal o f 
o b ta in in g  ed u ca tio n a l co u rse (s) and schoo ling .

I  can c le a r ly  see th a t  s t a t e  funded school o f f i c i a l s  would l i k e  to  see 
a l l  funds, a l l  programs, and a l l  s tu d e n ts , go to  s ta t e  run schoo ls  to  
p ro v id e  s t a t e  o f f i c i a l s  w ith  jo b  s e c u r i ty .  However, th a t  does no t address 
th e  is s u e s  o f p rov id ing  q u a l i ty  education  fo r  a l l  s tu d e n ts  in c lu d in g  th e  
s tu d e n ts  who a re  e n ro lle d  in  a l t e r n a t iv e ,  p r iv a te ,  homeschooling.

When w i l l  s t a t e  o f f i c i a l s  g e t over t h e i r  fe e lin g s  o f inadequacies and see  
th e  r e a l i t i e s  o f a l te r n a t iv e  schooling? The s t a t i s t i c s  and r e s u l t s  have 
be la id  o u t. Yet s t a t e  o f f i c i a l s  from th e  fe d e ra l le v e l a l l  th e  way down 
chose to  ig n o re  the  proof and r e s u l t s  o f  a l te r n a t iv e ,  p r iv a te ,  
and homeschooling to  th e  p o in t o f s tu b b o m ess  and o b stin an ce .

S in ce re ly ,

L. A. McClure

mailto:mcclure@alaska.net


c c : M a i l  f o r :  R e p l S l e n t a t i v e  F r e d  D y s o n

Su b je ct: HB 367

From: tcktn@ptialaska.net (Teresa Crevier) at CC2MHS1 3/2/98 9:20 AM

To: Representative Fred Dyson at LAA_TRANS

Monday, March 2, 1998 
Dear Rep. Dyson:

P lease  e x e rc ise  your support fo r HB 367. A ll s tu d en ts  should be t r e a te d  equ 
a l l y  in  t h e i r  education  whether f u l l  o r p a r t- tim e  s tu d en ts .
T e resa  A. C rev ie r 
tck tn+ A E A -p tia laska.n e t

cc:M ail for: Representative Fred Dyson

Su bject: HB 367

From: mwilliams595@juno.com (Melinda M Williams) at CC2MHS1 2/27/98 9:14 AM

To: Representative Fred Dyson at LAA_TRANS

We ask  you to  support HB 367 which addresses d isc r im in a tio n  a g a in s t 
p a r t- t im e  s tu d e n ts .

Thank you.

You d o n 't  need to  buy In te rn e t  access to  use f re e  In te rn e t  e-m ail. 
Get com pletely  f re e  e-m ail from Juno a t  http://w w w .juno.com  
Or c a l l  Juno a t  (800) 654-JUNO [654-5866]

mailto:tcktn@ptialaska.net
mailto:mwilliams595@juno.com
http://www.juno.com
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c c :M a il  fo r :  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  F red  D y so n

Su b ject: Part Time Student Status

From: AK49CURTOaol.com at CC2MHS1 2/27/98 1:57 PM

To: Representative Fred Dyson at LAA_TRANS

I  am a l l  fo r  i t . P a r t  tim e s tu d en ts  should g e t equal s ta tu s  w ith  f u l l  tim ers . 
Reason fo r  t h i s ,  i t  i s  tim e the  school d i s t r i c t  wakes up and r e a l ly  takes a 
good hard  look  a t  our educational system. A ll taxpayers pay fo r t h i s  perk, a l l  
shou ld  be a b le  to  be p a r t ta k e rs  i f  they want to  no t by a l l  means fo rced  to . 
Melody Graham In  Eagle R iver.

cc :M a il  fo r :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F red  D y so n

Su b ject: HB 367

From: bearcub@alaska.net (Julia Enzenberger) at CC2MHS1 2/27/98 11:28 AM 

To: Representative Fred Dyson at LAA_TRANS

I  would l ik e  to  speak I n  favor o f HB 367 which allow s p a r t- tim e  s tu d en ts  
th e  same trea tm en t as fu ll- t im e  studen ts when i t  comes to  r e g is te r in g  fo r 
c l a s s e s .

T his b i l l  w i l l  h e lp  a l l  s tu d en ts , p a r t  o r fu ll- t im e . Some tim es c la s se s  
cure n o t o f fe re d  because th e re  i s  in s u f f ic ie n t  enrollm ent and o th e r  tim es 
c la s s e s  a re  crowded because th e re  a re  not enough s tu d en ts  fo r  2 c la s se s , 
b u t too  many to  com fortab le f i t  in  one c la s s .  By allow ing p a r t- t im e rs  to  
r e g i s t e r  w ith  fu l l - t im e rs  the d i s t r i c t  w il l  have a c le a re r  p ic tu re  o f how 
many s tu d e n ts  w ant/need d i f f e r e n t  courses.

I t  i s n ' t  r ig h t  when p a r t- tim e  studen ts  c a n 't  e n ro ll  fo r  AP Chemistry 
because th e  c la s s  i s  over-crowded, y e t i f  they had been allow ed to  make 
t h e i r  course s e le c t io n s  known during prim ary r e g is t r a t io n  the  d i s t r i c t  
would have seen a need fo r  two AP Chemistry c la s se s . In s tead  no p a r t- tim e s  
g e t to  tak e  AP Chem istry and the fu ll- t im e rs  a re  in  an over-crowded s in g le  
c la s s .

Any law th a t  he lps a s tu d en t ge t a b e t te r  education i s  a good law. This 
law would he lp  s tu d en ts  and i t  i s  a good law. P lease vo te  in  favor o f HB 
367.

JULIA ENZENBERGER 
4885 Newcastle Way 
Anchorage, AK 99503 
908-561-4111

mailto:bearcub@alaska.net


S u b je c t: Re: HB 367 support

F rcm : smileyOalaska.net at CC2MHS1 2/27/98 10:52 AM

To: Lisa Torkelson

I  su p p o rt t h i s  b i l l
I t  a llow s f a i r  access to  education  f o r  a l l  s tu d en ts  
P lease  p a ss  t h i s  b i l l  
Karen H urley  
333-3673

cc:M ail fo r: Representative Fred Dyson

S u b je c t: HB367 YESIII

F rom : wetherpp@corecom.net (Dennis Wetherell) at CC2MHS1 2/27/98 9:39 AM

T o : Representative Fred Dyson at LAA_TRANS

Dear Rep. Dyson,

I  am a p a re n t  o f two c h ild re n  in  th e  Mat-Su school d i s t r i c t .  I  support HB367 be 
cause I  b e l ie v e  a i l  ch ild ren  should  have th e  r ig h t  to  p a r t ic ip a te  in  p u b lic  educ 
a t io n  program s. Furthermore, a l l  c h ild re n  should be guaranteed  equal acc e ss  und 
e r  th e  law . A ll p a re n ts , in  one way o r  ano ther, c o n tr ib u te  ta x  monies to  th e  pu 
b l i c  ed u c a tio n  system, even i f  t h e i r  c h ild re n  a re  homeschooled o r e n ro l le d  in  p r  
iv a te  sc h o o l. To deny these  c h ild re n  equal access to  p u b lic  education  opportun i 
t i e s  j u s t  because  they  do no t a t te n d  p u b lic  schools f u l l  time i s  c l e a r ly  a  v io la  
t io n  o f  th e  laws p e r ta in in g  to  a  f r e e  a p p ro p ria te  p u b lic  education .

Under c u r re n t  A laska laws regard ing  reimbursement fo r  p a r t  tim e s tu d e n ts , th e re  
i s  n o t even a  v a l id  c r i t ic is m  th a t  p ro v id in g  such se rv ic e s  i s  a d ra in  on d i s t r i c  
t  budgets. A p a r t  time s tu d en t who a tte n d s  4 hours p er day i s  co n sid e red  a f u l l  

tim e s tu d e n t fo r  purposes of s t a t e  reim bursem ent. Thus, i t  seems to  me, th a t  s 
chool d i s t r i c t s  a c tu a l ly  make money by e n ro llin g  p a r t  time s tu d e n ts .

S in ce re ly ,

Dennis W eth ere ll

D. W etherell 
wetherppGcorecom .net

mailto:wetherpp@corecom.net


Subject: Support for HB 367

J  From: dcloverttptiala8lai.net (Dave and Sue Clover) at CC2MHS1 2/27/98 9:04 A M

To: Representative Fred Dyson at LAA_TRANS

c c : M a i l  f o r :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F r e d  D y s o n

Dear R e p re se n ta tiv e  Dyson,

I  cannot a t te n d  to d a y 's  h earin g  bu t I  would l ik e  express my support o f HB 
367, th e  b i l l  to  c l a r i f y  th e  enrollm ent procedures fo r  p a r t- tim e  s tu d e n ts  
i n  th e  p u b lic  sch o o ls . I  agree th a t  a l l  s tu d en ts  o f th e  same grade le v e l
should be t r e a t y  .equally at registration. Public education should be 
equally accessiEleco all students of: the State of Alaska. Thank you for 
your'introduction of this bill

On a  p e rso n a l n o te , my daughter has taken advantage o f  p a r t- tim e  enrollm ent 
to  tak e  F rench a t  th e  lo c a l  middle school. In  h e r  f i r s t  classroom  
experience  sh e  i s  doing w ell and has a 'A* in  th e  c la s s .  She i s  very  
c o n sc ie n tio u s  about g e t t in g  h e r  homework done and being  ready fo r  school in  
th e  morning and she i s  u s u a lly  up before any of the  r e s t  of th e  fam ily .

The te a c h e r  mentioned th a t  th e  only problems my daughter has had have been 
to  fo rg e t  h e r  p e n c il  a couple o f times 'u n lik e  some o f th e  s tu d en ts  th a t  do 
n o t want to  be here" (in  c l a s s ) . My daughter has mentioned th a t  the  
te a c h e r  Has had to  send s tu d en ts  to  the h a l l  because o f the d is r ip t io n s  
they  cause in  th e  c la s s .  Should studen ts th a t  want to  le a rn  and do n o t 
cause b eh av io ra l d is ru p tio n s  in  c la s s  be d isc rim in a ted  a g a in s t in  
r e g i s t r a t io n  in  favor o f fu ll- t im e  studen ts th a t  "do n o t want to  be th e re ? '

Again, thank you fo r  your support and your in tro d u c tio n  of t h i s  b i l l .

, **
Sue Clover
d c lo v er 0 p tia la s k a .n e t  
4413 Ju le p  S tr e e t  
Juneau, AK 99801

o
cc:Mail for: Lisa Torkelson

Subject: Re: HB 367
From: charliehCalaska.net (The Hardesty's) at CC2MHS1 2/26/98 9:10 P M

To: Lisa Torkelson at LAA_TRANS

P lease  r e g i s t e r  my fam ily  in  support of HB 367. I  know th is  i s  a very 
busy tim e o f  y ea r fo r  homeschoolers try in g  to  f in is h  up the y ear, but 
I ’m su re  t h a t  th e  support would be equally  overwhelming as i t  was 
o r ig in a l ly .

Thank you f o r  f ig h tin g  fo r  equal r ig h ts  fo r a l l  c h ild re n . This b i l l  
would c e r ta in ly  s tand  fo r  e q u a li ty . Thanks again .

Joanne H ardesty  
N ik isk i, A laska



?eprf&3cc:M ail fo r: Representative Fred Dyson

S u b je c t: HB 367

F ro m : blessedOalaska.net (Charles & Terina Lochner) at CC2MHS1 2/27/98 8:38 AM 

T o : Representative Fred Dyson

Dear Hess Committee Members,

I  would l i k e  to  req u es t your su p p o rt o f  HB 367. As the A d m in istra tiv e  
C oo rd in a to r o f  a la rg e  homeschooling support group I  have seen f i r s t  
hand th e  d e te rm in a tio n  and d e d ic a tio n  o f  fa m ilie s  who choose to  
hem eschool. F o r most, th i s  ch o ice  has been made a t  g re a t p e rso n a l and 
f in a n c ia l  s a c r i f i c e .  Theae a re  f a m ilie s  s t r iv in g  to  p rov ide  th e  b e s t  
e d u ca tio n  p o s s ib le  fo r  t h e i r  c h ild re n . The a b i l i t y  to  access p u b lic  
schoo l f a c i l i t i e s  i s  in v a lu ab le  to  t h i s  g o a l. Many c la s se s  which a re  
d i f f i c u l t  o r  im possib le  fo r  homeschooling p a re n ts  to  p rov ide  a re  
a v a i la b le  a t  th e  lo c a l  schoo l. (For in s ta n c e , n o t many homeschooling 
fa m ilie s  can a f fo rd  to  r e c re a te  a  com plete sc ie n ce  chem istry  la b  in  
t h e i r  home.) I t  i s  th e  a b i l i t y  to  be f le x ib le  and to  custom f i t  th e  
cu rricu lu m  to  th e  c h i ld  th a t  makes homeschooling an o u ts ta nd ing 
e d u c a tio n a l ch o ice . By allow ing  hcmeschooled c h ild re n  EQUAL access  to  
p u b lic  sch o o l c la s s e s  we prov ide  t h e i r  fa m ilie s  w ith  ano ther to o l fo r  
develop ing  a  custom ized education  f o r  each c h i ld .  This k ind  of 
ed u ca tio n  b e n e f i t s  th e  S ta te  o f  A laska as w e ll as our s o c ie ty  as a  
whole.

P lease  v o te  y es  on HB 367 and su p p o rt th e  h ig h e s t q u a l i ty  education  fo r  
ALL o f A la sk a ’s  ch ild ren !

S in c e re ly ,

T erin a  Lochner tf
A d m in is tra tiv e  C oordinator
V alley  Home Education Support Team (73 member fam ilie s)
P.O. Box 877316 
W asilla , AK 99687

cc:M ail fo r: Representative Fred Dyson

Su b ject: <No subject*

F ro m : tinatOcorecom.net (Tina Thomson) at CC2MHS1 2/26/98 5:19 PM

T o : Representative Fred Dyson at LAA_TRANS

P lease  su p p o rt HB 367 th a t  would a llow  p a r t- t im e  and f u l l  time s tu d e n ts  th e  same 
p r iv i le g e s .  Our home schooled s tu d e n ts  work ju s t  as hard  and deserve  t h i s  equa 

7 tre a tm e n t. P lease  show your su p p o rt fo r  ed u ca tio n a l cho ice . I  would a p p re c ia t 
e t h i s  f a i r  tre a tm e n t.

Thank you,
T ina Thompson



S u b je c t: HB 367

From : halleyOalaska.net (CATHERINE M.D. HALLEY) at CC2MHS1 2/27/98 8:20 AM

To: Representative Fred Dyson at LAA_TRANS

c c : M a i l  f o r :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F r e d  D y s o n

We a re  p a re n ts  o f  two c h ild re n  th a t  we home-school in  th e  Valdez 
d i s t r i c t .  V aldez i s  co n s id e rin g  a  p o lic y  r ig h t  now th a t  would t r e a t  
p a r t  tim e s tu d e n ts  as  second c la s s  c i t i z e n s ,  making them w a it u n t i l  a l l  
f u l l  tim e s tu d e n ts  have r e g is te r e d  f i r s t .  This i s  u n fa ir  and n o t r ig h t .  
We pay f u l l  ta x e s  l ik e  everyone e ls e  and q u ite  generously , I  m ight add 
in  Valdez, and to  d isc r im in a te  a g a in s t  anyone i s  not-, v h a t th e  S ta te  o f 
A laska o r  t-he C ity  o f Valdez shou ld  have in  mind, i f  u rg e  you to  support 
FIB 367 to  p re v e n t such d isc r im in a tio n .

C atherine  M.D. H ailey

cc:M ail for: Representative Fred Dyson

S u b je c t: HB 367

From : paulp@ pllalaska.net (Paul & Tiffani Perry) at CC2MHS1 2/27/98 1:03 AM
f

To: Representative Fred Dyson at LAA_TRANS 

cc : Lisa Torkelson at LAA_TRANS

J u s t  a l i t t l e  n o te  to  you s i r ,  and to  a l l  i t  may concern:

We hc*ue sch o o l, and a lthough  none o f a re  c h ild re n  a re  in  th e  ’h igh  school* 
grades as o f y e t ,  we a re  concerned th a t  d isc r im in a tio n  w i l l  be an is s u e . I  
b e lie v e , < nd hope th a t  you w i l l  support and push fo r  equal r ig h ts  fo r  equal 
s tu d e n ts . I  would l ik e  to  th in k  th a t  i f  I  had a s tu d e n t e n ro lle d  p a r t  tim e 
in  a  school t h a t  I  pay f u l l  tim e ’ taxes* fo r , th a t  they  would no t be bunped 
o r passed  over fo r  a c la s s  so : ano ther s tu d e n t, a lso  o f f u l l  tim e "tax  
paying p a r e n ts ’ cou ld  a tte n d  in  t h e i r  p la c e . No sp e c ia l  p r iv i le g e s ,  j u s t  
equal ones f o r  equal ta x  paying p a re n ts  o f tomorrows le a d e rs .

Paul Perry  
POB 7955
N ik isk i, AK 99635
(907) 776-5633
em ail: p au lp @ p tia lask a .n e t

mailto:paulp@pllalaska.net
mailto:paulp@ptialaska.net


c c : M a i l  f o r :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F r e d  D y s o n

Subject: HB 367

From: mtterOalaska.net at C C 2 M H S 1  2/26/98 8:23 P M  

To: Representative Fred Dyson at LAA_TRANS

We s tro n g ly  urge you to  support HB 367, which would allow  p a r t- tim e  
s tu d e n ts  to  r e g i s t e r  on a  f irs t-c o m e , f i r s t - s e r v e  b a s is  th e  same way 
f u l l - t im e  p u b lic  school s tu d en ts  r e g i s t e r .  The Valdez School D i s t r i c t  i s  
c o n s id e rin g  a  p o lic y  which would re q u ire  th a t  p a r t- tim e  s tu d e n ts  w ait to  
r e g i s t e r  u n t i l  a f t e r  fu ll- t im e  s tu d e n ts  a re  r e g is te re d . They can th e reb y  
be  excluded  i f  th e  d i s t r i c t  says th a t  a  c la s s  i s  f u l l .  T his i s  no th ing  
s h o r t  o f  d isc rim in a tio n '. P a rt- tim e  s tu d e n ts  and th e i r  fa m ilie s  n re  tax ed  
a t  th e  same r a t e  as every o th e r  c i t i z e n  o f Valdez, and should  r e c e i v e  th e  
same e d u c a tio n a l o p p o rtu n itie s . We a re  a l l  c i t iz e n s  o f  th e  S ta te  o f 
A laska, which p la c e s  education 21s  a  top  p r io r i ty ,  and we b e lie v ir  th a t  t h i s  
a p p lie s  to  th e  education o f a l l  o f  o u r c h ild re n .

Kathy J .  R u tte r  
James B. R u tte r  I I I

cc:M ail for: Representative Fred Dyson

Subject: hb 367 ^

From: psitveir©alaska.net (Paul Sllveira) at CC2MHS1 2/26/98 7:53 A M

To: Representative Fred Dyson at LAA_TRANS

I am requesting that you support H B  367. As homeschoolers we think it 
would be appropriate to have first come first serve status in classes at 
the schools. We pay our taxes that staff and educate in the school without 
the opportunity to reap a benefit. A n  opportunity to utilitze a class 
would be fair. Please inform m e  on the status of this bill after it comes 
up for vote. Thank you for your time. Sandy Silveira



c c : M a i l  f o r :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F r e d  D y s o n

S u b je c t: Equal Access to Public Schools

F rom : gdwartonOebicom.net (Kip & Donna Warton) at CC2MHS1 2/10/98 6:27 AM 

To: Representative Fred Dyson at LAA_TRANS

R ep resen ta tiv e  Dyson

By way o f in tro d u c tio n  I  am an Alaska R esident and r e g is te re d  v o te r  in  
Eagle R iver on duty  w ith  th e  US A ir Force in  M iss is s ip p i.

Hy w ife  and I  re q u e s t you consider favo rab ly  th e  b i l l  allow ing partim e 
p a r t- t im e  s tu d e n ts  equal access to  c la s se s  i n  th e  p u b lic  school.- I t  would 
make th e  re g u la t io n s  conform to  the o r ig in a l  in te n t  o f  l a s t  y e a r 's  law 
(allow ing p a r t- t im e  s tu d e n ts  a t  a l l ) ,  by mandating a n o n -d iscrim in ato ry  
f irs t-c o m e , f i r s t - s e r v e  p o lic y  (not a f t e r  a l l  fu ll- t im e rs  have e n r o l le d ) .

Our c h ild re n  have a tten d ed  both  p u b lic  schools and home-schools. Equal 
access i s  a  must and should no t be denied p a r t ic u la r ly  given we pay 
p ro p e rty  ta x e s  which go toward educating a l l  o f our ch ild re n  in  A laska.

VR

Lt Col George & Donna Warton 
7393 A Salem Dr 
Columbus AFB MS 39701

601-434-6086

gdwarton@ebicom.net

e

cc:M ail for: Representative Fred Dyson

S u b je c t: Part time school

F rom : lahamerOalaska.net (Lee Ann Hamerski) at CC2MHS1 2/7/98 12:26 F

To: Representative Fred Dyson at LAA_TRANS

Keep up th e  good work Mr. Dyson. We're behind you 100% 
EQUAL ACCESS FOR EQUAL TAXES!! !
Lee Ann, Johann, K r is t in ,  and E rik  Hamerski 
Ihe Cottonwood Academy

mailto:gdwarton@ebicom.net
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North Pol*, AK 99705 NON Constituent Registered Voter: V

B ill:  BB 367 T ltl* t PART-TIMF PUBLIC SCHOOL STUDENT ENROLLMEN 
Message:

I SUPPORT THIS BECAUSE I BELIEVE THAT ALL STUDENTS IN ALASKA SHOULD HAVE 
THE SAME OPPORTUNITY TO ATTEND A PUBLIC FACILITY TO ATTAIN THERE 
EDUCATION WHETHER IT BE FULL TIME OR PART TIME. THANK YOU.

Entered in  PBZ on 2/23/98 POMID: 1662 Stored

1 Main Menu '■ . | Store  A ll j . | S to re This One

M e s s a g e  7 out of 7

D iatributioni 14

| Prev POM_ ; . | Next POM~

POMS View http://www.Iegis.state.ak.us/s/intrapom.dlI7Viev

POM  for R epresentative Dyson H

From: Mrs. Ran** Person
1259 Arctic Tarn Dr

Fairbanks, AK 99712 NON Constitusnt

Telephone: 457-5887

Registered Voter: Y
B ill:  HB 367 T itle : PART-TIME PUBLIC SCHOOL STUDLWT ENROLLMEN 
Message:

I SUPPORT THIS BILL BECAUSE ALL ALASKAN STUDENTS SHOULD HAVE ACCESS TO 
PUBLIC EDUCATION REGARDLESS OF CURRENT EDUCATIONAL STATUS.
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B ills  BB 367 T itles PAXT-TZKK PUBLIC SCHOOL 8TUDXOT KHROLLHX*
Weecages

I SUPPORT THIS BECAUSE ALL STUDENTS IN ALASKA SHOULD HAVE ACCESS TO 
KC FACILITIES SUPPORTED BY PUBLIC TAXES.
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B ills  HB 367 T itles FART-TXUX PUBLIC SCHOOL STUDENT ZNROLLMXB 
Messages £

WE SUPPORT HB 367 BECAUSE WE BELIEVE THAT ALL OF OUR STUDENTS SHOULD BE 
TREATED FAIRLY. WE MUST REMEMBER THAT ALL ALASKANS ARE TAXPAYERS. 
EDUCATION IS IMPORTANT AND PARAMOUNT. NOW IS THE TIME FOR A QUALITY 
EDUCATION. TOMORROW COULD BE TOO LATE. OUR CHILDREN ARE PRECIOUS. 
THANKS SO MUCH.
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A M E N D M E N T

TO: SCS HB 367 (HES)

1 Page 1, follow ing line 10:

2 Insert a new bill section to read:

3 "*Sec. 2. AS 14.03.095 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

4 (d) This section does not apply  to interscholastic or

5 ex tracurricu lar s tu d en t activities.

OFFERED IN  THE SENATE BY SENATOR SHARP

6 R enum ber the follow ing bill sections accordingly.
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SENATE CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 367(FIN)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTIETH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY THE SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsors): REPRESENTATIVE DYSON

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act relating to part-time public school students; and providing for an j 

effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 14.03.095(a) is amended to read:

(a) Except as provided in (b) of this section, a governing body shall, upon 

request, allow a child, including a child who is also enrolled at a private school, is a 

correspondence student, or is being home schooled, to enroll as a part-time student in 

the district. A governing body may not discriminate between part-time and full­

time students or require that part-time students be enrolled after full-time student 

enrollment is completed.

* Sec. 2. AS 14.03.095 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(d) This section does not apply to interscholastic or extracurricular student 

activities.

* Sec. 3. AS 14.17.080 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

-1 - S C S  H B  3 6 7 (F I N )
New Text: U nderlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]



1 (b) When reporting a district's ADM, a part-time student who is a

2 correspondence student may not be counted as more than one full-time equivalent

3 student.

4 * Sec. 4. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).

0-L S1415V K
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F a ir b a n k s  N o r th  S t a r  B o r o u g h  S c h o o l  D istr ic t

520 Fifth Avenue Fairbanks, Alaska 997014756 (907)452-2000

March 17, 1997

Attention: Lisa TO  2 0 1997
Representative Fred Dyson 
Alaska State Capitol, Room 428 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Dyson:

I am writing this letter in response to your staffs query regarding whether or not the 
Fairbanks North Star Borough School District has been implementing the requirements of 
4 AAC 05.035 regarding part-time students. For the past several years, Fairbanks has 
allowed part-time students, both elementary and secondary, to attend schools/classes in our 
schools. These students are coded as part-time and (if they were enrolled during our 
October count period) are included in official student enrollments.

Each year, the staff in our student records office reviews the class schedules of all secondary 
students and calculates the part-time FTE of each student based on the number of classes 
in which they are enrolled. Your proposed House Bill No. 158 would not cause our district 
to do anything different from what we have already been doing for years.

If you have any questions about this, feel free to contact either Mr. Bob Shefchik, the 
Assistant Superintendent for Business and Finance or myself at 452-2000.

Sincerely,

Dr. Nicholas Stayrook, Director 
Program Planning and Evaluation

cc: Bob Shefchik
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R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F r e d  D y s o n

M ay 8,1998

To: Senator Gary W ilken D 0
From: Rep. Fred Dyson
Re: HB 367 -  Part-T im el^tudents

Dear Gary,

I am  at the tail end of a long fight to get the A nchorage School District (ASD) to 
stop discrim inating against part-tim e students. It appears to me that ou r State 
C onstitution (attached) is very clear that our responsibility is to educate ALL of o u r K-12 
students. Last year w e passed HB 158 (attached) that m ade our statues very clear that we 
m ust treat p a rt time students the sam e as full time students. I assum ed that this w ould 
be the end of the battle, bu t I was wrong. The ASD adm inistration  decided that they 
w ould m ake only m inim al accom m odations for tine part tim ers (100 studen ts out of 
49,000) and presently require part-tim e students to w ait for all o ther s tuden ts to finish 
before allow ing them  to register for classes. The ASD is h iding behind the D epartm ent of 
Education (DOE) regulation 4 AAC 05.035 (attached).

I had assum ed that the DOE w ould have altered  this regulation to conform  to the State 
C onstitution and  the law we passed last year, and  there is still a possibility that they 
m ight during  their June meeting. The State Board of Education unanim ously  endorsed 
the law  w e passed last year and  I assum e they will be consistent and endorse the 
regulation change tha t we are m andating w ith  HB 367.

Most school districts in the state have gone out of their w ay to w ork w ith ALL of the K-12 
s tuden ts in their attendance area. Sitka, Mat-Su, Fairbanks and others have m ade an art 
form out of w orking w ith the homeschool, correspondence school, and p rivate  school 
kids and  they are to be com m ended. The A nchorage School District adm inistration is the 
only one in the state that has m ade a policy out of d iscrim inating against part-tim ers.

There is nothing in this anti-discrim ination bill that prohibits the various school 
adm inistrations from giving a priority  to a student (part or full-time) that needs a 
particu lar class for graduation. N or is there anything in this legislation that keeps a 
school from requiring that a part time student have prerequisites or go through a 
standard  pre-registration procedure. The bill only requires that the part-tim e studen ts  be 
treated the same. No D iscrim ination! This bill does nothing to m andate or alter how a 
school treats activities and interscholastic sports. Each school board  can still adopt 
policies that best serve their district.

As near as I can tell, the only opposition to HB 367 comes from people in the professional 
education lobby that are w orried about encouraging any kind of alternative education in 
our state. We have not had a single testim ony from a paren t or studen t against this effort 
to include part-tim ers in the regular registration process.

Please support this very sm all effort to elim inate the last bastion of institutional 
discrim ination in our state by supporting  HB 367. Let's get education  and  educational 
choice back in to  the h ands o f A laska 's parents.



School District Policies

Anchorage School District
They offer enrollment to part-timers after full-timers have had a chance to 
enroll.

Copper Center
Shirley
They did not allow part-timers until this law (HB158), but she thinks it is a 
good idea. They haven't had a policy and will probably not be finished with 
one for another month or so. When asked how they would handle a part- 
timer requesting a class before the policy is finished, she did not seem to have 
an answer.

Fairbanks
Barb, Superintendent's office 
Nick Stayrook, 452-2000, x367 
North Pole HS (488-3761)

Lathrop High School (456-7794)
Have always allowed part-time students. Tiered registration system for 
Spring enrollment. Existing students at the end of the year, whether part or 
full time, are enrolled this way (Sr. first and on down). Part-timer class level 
based on number of credits in home and public school. Part-timers are mixed 
in with the others, no special treatment.

September is for new students and are dealt with on a first come, first serve 
basis, including part-time.

Notes:
They have enrolled part-timers for at least 12 years
Limiting factors to private school enrollees. High school has rotating 80 min. 

block period (4 periods a day). Plays havoc with 6 per. a day students. 
(Monroe H.S.: more students enrolled before "rotating" schedule set up) 

Homeschoolers - can get certification letters to show grade level 
16,500 students total

Kenai
Ed McLain, Nan-Sec. 262-5846
Sally, Sec. to Superintendent and School Board

They offer enrollment to part-timers after full-timers have had a chance to 
enroll.



Mat-Su
Have always allowed part-time students. The woman wasn't sure how the 
policy would be changed to accommodate the new law, but gave me info, on 
how they currently handle student registration. For sports, they have a two 
course minimum. There is no tiered registration system in the high school. 
All students are looked at the same and are classified as a student wanting to 
register. They are all processed on a first come, first serve basis.

Sitka
Tom Kelsey, High School principal 
Kathy van Horn, Secretary (747-3263)
They have always allowed part-timers. They begin with Freshmen in order to 
give them the most time in the building to figure out what to take. Seniors 
go last as they pretty much know what they have left to take. Their rules are 
flexible and a student who cannot make it to the school on a particular day, 
can come earlier or later to meet his/her schedule.

In the Spring, part-timers generally register for classes and their grade is based 
on the number of credits they have. But, they can register anytime even if 
they miss the regular registration period. The woman said that class level is 
easily determined by the school.



P art-T im e  S tudent E n ro llm en t

Kenai School District 9/97 5/98
K in d erg a rten 0 3
1st grade 1 1
2nd grade 2 1
3rd grade 0 1
4th  grade 0 4
5th grade 0 2
6th grade 2 4
7th grade 2 5
8th grade 3 6
F re sh m e n 4 3
S o p h o m o res 8 5
Ju n io rs 5 5
S en io rs £ 6
Total part-tim e 32 46
KPBSD C orrespondence + .2 +17

44 63
Total s tu d en ts 10,312 (est. as of 5 /4 )
P a r t - t i m e r s  m a k e  u p  0 . 6 1 %  ( l e s s  t h a n  1 % )

Anchorage School District 10/97 5/98
Total p art-tim e 95 131
Total s tu d en ts 47,857
P a r t - t i m e r s  m a k e  u p  0 . 2 7 %  ( l e s s  t h a n  1 % )

Fairbanks School District
N ick Stayrook, 452-2000, x367 
N o rth  Pole HS (488-3761)

L athrop H igh School (456-7794)
H ave a lw ays allow ed part-tim e studen ts. Tiered registration system  for Spring 
enrollm ent. Existing s tu d en ts  a t the end  of the year, w hether p a rt o r full tim e, are 
enro lled  th is w ay (Sr. first, then Jr., etc). Part-tim er class level based on num ber of 
credits in  hom e and public school. Part-timers are mixed in with the others, no 
special treatment. Septem ber is for new  students and are dealt w ith  on a first come, 
first serve basis, including part-tim e.

Total part-tim e (est.) 70
Total s tu d en ts  (est.) 16,430
P a r t - t i m e r s  m a k e  u p  0 . 4 2 %  ( l e s s  t h a n  1 % )



SECTION 8. REAPPORTIONMENT 
BOARD. The governor shall appoint a reap­
portionment board to act in an advisory capac­
ity to him. It shall consist of five members, none 
of whom may be public employees or officials. 
At least one member each shall be appointed 
from the Southeastern, Southcentral, Central, 
and Northwestern Senate Districts. Appointments 
shall be made without regard to political affilia­
tion. Board members shall be compensated.

SECTION 9- ORGANIZATION. The board 
shall elect one of its members chairman and may 
employ temporary assistants. Concurrence of 
three members is required for a ruling or deter­
mination, but a lesser number may conduct hear­
ings or otherwise act for the board.

SECTION 10. REAPPORTIONMENT PLAN 
AND PROCLAMATION. Within ninety days 
following the official reporting of each decen­
nial census, the board shall submit to the gover­
nor a plan for reapportionment and redistrict- 
ing as provided in this article. Within ninety days 
after receipt of the plan, the governor shall issue 
a proclamation of reapportionment and redis- 
trlctlng. An accompanying statement shall ex­
plain any change from the plan of the board. 
The reapportionment and redistricting shall be 
effective for the election of members of the legis­
lature until after the official reporting of the next 
decennial census.

SECTION 11. ENFORCEMENT. Any quali­
fied voter may apply to the superior court to com­
pel the governor, by mandamus or otherwise, to 
perform his reapportionment duties or to correct 
any error in redistricting or reapportionment. 
Application to compel the governor to perform 
his reapportionment duties must be filed within 
thirty days of the expiration of either cf the two 
ninety—day periods specified in this article. Ap­
plication to compel correction of any error in 
redistricting or reapportionment must be filed 
within thirty days following the proclamation. 
Original jurisdiction in these matters is hereby 
vested in the superior court. On appeal, the cause

shall be reviewed by the supreme court upon the 
law and the facts,

ARTICLE VII.
HEALTH, EDUCATION AND 

WELFARE.

SECTION 1. PUBLIC EDUCATION. The
legislature shall by general law establish and 
maintain a system of public schools open to all 
children of the State, and may provide for other 
public educational institutions. Schools and 
institutions so established shall be free from sec­
tarian control. No money shall be paid from 
public funds for the direct benefit of any religious 
or other private educational institution.

SECTION 2. STATE UNIVERSITY. The Uni­
versity of Alaska is hereby established as the state 
university and constituted a body corporate. It 
shall have title to all real and personal property 
now or hereafter set aside for or conveyed to it. 
Its property shall be administered and disposed 
of according to law.

SECTION 3. BOARD OF REGENTS OF 
UNIVERSITY. The University of Alaska shall 
be governed by a board of regents. The regents 
shall be appointed by the governor, subject to 
confirmation by a majority of the members of 
the legislature in joint session. Tire shell, 
in accordance with law, formulate policy and 
appoint the president of the university. He shall 
be the executive officer of the board.

SECTION 4. PUBLIC HEALTH. The legis­
lature shall provide for the promotion and pro­
tection of public health.

SECTION 5. PUBLIC W ELFARE. The legis­
lature shall provide for public welfare.

C o n s ti tu t io n  o f  th e  S ta te  o f  A lask a  15



4 AAC 05.035

PART-TIME ENROLLMENT IN  A PUBLIC SCHOOL.
(a) A district m ay p erm it its schools to enroll part-tim e public school 

s tu d en ts . A  district that perm its enrollm ent of part-tim e public  school 
s tu d en ts  shall adop t a policy that sets ou t how  a school in  the d istric t shall 
com ply  w ith  (b) of this section and  how  the school shall process a request for 
en ro llm en t of a part-tim e public school student. The d istrict shall m ake the 
policy available to an in terested person.

(b) Subject to the policy that a district has set o u t u n d er (a) of this 
section, a public school in the d istrict m ay enroll a part-tim e public  school 
s tu d en t, including  a private , correspondence, o r hom e school s tu d en t, w ho  is 
exem pt from  com pulsory education  a t a public school u n d e r AS 14.30.010(b), 
if

(1) space is available in  a course in w hich the s tu d en t desires to enroll 
after fu ll-tim e public school studen ts  have had  an  o p p o rtu n ity  to enroll;

(2) the enrollm ent is at the request of the s tu d en t o r the studen t's  
paren t; for purposes of th is paragraph , "parent" has the m ean ing  se t ou t a t 4 
AAC 52.990;

(3) the studen t has m et the prerequisites for the course that are  required  
of a fu ll-tim e public school student; and

(4) the enrollm ent does no t resu lt in an  expend itu re  of public m oney 
for the d irect benefit of a p rivate  educational institution.

(c) A  district shall count a part-tim e public school s tu d en t for 
foundation  aid purposes according to 4 AAC 09.040(c).

(d) A district m ay p erm it dual enrollm ent of a part-tim e public school 
s tu d en t a t a public school and  a private, correspondence, o r hom e school, if 
the d u a l enro llm ent satisfies the requirem ents of com pulsory  education  set 
o u t a t AS 14.30.010.

(e) For the purposes of this section, "part-tim e public school student" 
m eans a p u p il w ho attends a public school less than a day  in session, as "day 
in session" is defined at AS 14.03.040.

H istory  -
Eff. 6 /2 /9 5 , Register 134 
A u th o rity  -

AS 14.03.080
AS 14.07.020
AS 14.07.060
AS 14.30.010
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LEGAL SERVICES

(907) 465-3867 or 465-2450 
FAX (907) 465-2029 
Mail Stop 3101

DIVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH  SERV ICES 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 

STATE OF ALASKA
130 Seward Street, Suite 409 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-2105

M E M O R A N D U M August 5, 1997

SUBJECT: Part-time attendance at public schools (Work Order No. 20-LS0630)

TO: Representative Fred Dyson 
Attn: Lisa

FROM: Michael F. Ford L< 
Legislative Counsel

As you requested, I have reviewed the Anchorage School District's guidelines regarding part- 
time student enrollment. I agree with Representative Dyson's comments. Having part-time 
students enroll after full-time students seems to violate Article VII, sec. 1 o f the Alaska 
Constitution that requires that public schools be open to all Alaskan children. This process 
also seems to violate AS 14.03.095(b)(1), that provides for denial of enrollment to a part- 
time student on the same basis as denial for a full-time student. The enrollment process 
should not distinguish between full and part-time students.

I don't understand the need for the district to have a description of the part-time student's 
instructional program. Except for determining qualification to enroll in the part-time class, 
this would not seem to be any concern of the district's. Also the requirement of a signed 
statement regarding expenditure of public funds for the direct benefit o f a private educational 
institution seems misplaced. While this is a requirement o f law (see AS 14.03.095(c)), as 
no money is received by the part-time student I don't see how this is an issue. I see this 
provision as a restriction on the district, not the student.

Please contact me if  you have further questions.

MFF:pl
97-168.plm



. A t t a c h m e n t  A

431 E N T R A N C E  G U I D E L I N E S

431.11 (AP) PART-TIME STUDENTS

Students attending private educational institutions, a correspondence 
program, or a home school, may enroll as part-time students in grades 
K-12, pursuant to AS 14.03.080 and 14.03.095. Part-time students must 
m eet all conditions and terms of enrollm ent in courses that are 
required of full-time students. In addition, the following conditions 
apply:

1. Part-time students may enroll in courses on a space available basis.
e opportunity to enroll on a part-time basis w ill be extended aft« 
1-time students have had an opportunity to enroll. Applications fc 

part-time enrollment w ill be available at the Anchorage School District 
schools by August 15 each school year. Applications w ill be processed 
on a first- come first-served basis Part-time students wishing to attend 
a specific class in an alternative school must, in addition, participate in 
the alternative school entrance process which may include a lottery 
and placement on a waiting list.

2. A part-time student may not enroll in a course if enrollment would be 
denied even if the enrollee were a full-time student.

3. Part-time students must meet all course prerequisites for individual 
courses that are required of full-time students. Determination that a 
particular course is available shall be m ade by Anchorage School 
District officials applying the same principles which would be used in 
considering whether to allow a full-time student to enroll in the course 
in question.

4. Part-time students may use the pupil transportation system on the 
same basis as full-time students. In all other circumstances, the part- 
time student and h is/h er  family shall be responsible for the student's 
transportation to and from school.

Except when a part-time student is an authorized rider on an 
Anchorage School District bus, the ASD shall not be responsible for the 
health or safety of the student during his travel to or from an ASD 
school. Nor shall the ASD be liable to any third party for any damage 
which may be caused by a part-time student on his way to or from an 
ASD school. To that end, each part-time student and h is/her family 
shall agree to defend and hold the ASD harmless from any claims 
which may arise from the actions of the student on his way to or from
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May 8, 1998

Alaska State Senators 
State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 

Dear Senators:

In the absence of the Superintendent this week, I havie been asked 
to respond to a letter you received from Representative Fred Dyson 
today regarding HB 367 (the Part-time Student Bill) wliich alleges 
that tire Anchorage School District discriminates against part-time 
students. The Anchorage School District does not believe that we 
discriminate against these students.

The Anchorage School District Iras allowed the registration of part- 
time students since HB 158 passed last year. The practice used for 
part-time students is similar to drat wlrich allows seniors to register 
before anyone else to ensure that they are able to take i l l  required 
classes in order to insure that they can graduate on time. In 
addition, we have also allowed our most senior classes to register 
for all classes first, thus preventing our junior's, sophomores, and 
freshman from equal access, if you will. We do not believe we are 
discriminating, but according our oldest students first access. We 
feel the same way about our' full-time and part-time students.

In addition, I would like to restate the Anchorage School District's 
strong interest in the reinstatement of the language in Section 2 (d) 
of this proposed legislation, "This section does not apply to 
interscholastic or extracurricular student activities." This interest 
was expressed to Senator Lvda Green in a letter from j 
Superintendent Bob Christal on April 24,1998.

Thank you for your consideration of Anchorage's position on tlus 
matter.

Sincerely yours,

(J ^ rC & U x .— -
Carol Corneau
Assistant Superintendent, Instruction

f  •» / (j.t

• . i’V J •»

AnchotdgtrPioneei Scfcooiiiouse. built '9 1 ? ; , •’ Anchu'bye Woman'* Club
TOTAL P



Iej_y - O o  - 3 0  1 (J : Jt jA

A M E N D M E N T

OFFERED IN THE SENATE 

TO: SCS HD 367(HES)

0-LSUl5\F.2
Ford

5/H/yX

sem ^te  finance
COMMITTEE 

Amendment Number:
Bill Number: SC.S tit: M -< MU
Sponsor__________Date:^li/-
Logged In By: f|C/-ctfu\i.

1 Page I, following line 3:
*

2 Insert a new bill section to read:

3 "* Section 1. INTENT. It is the intent of the legislature that this Act apply only to public

4 school academic activities."

5 Page 1. line 4:

6 Delete "Section I."

7 Insert "Sec. 2."

8 Renumber the following bill sections accordingly.
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Bob Chnstai

Senator Lyda Green 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Green:

I have spoken to Kathi Gillespie about House Bill No. 367 am.

The bill proposes to amend AS 14.03.095(a) regarding enrollment 
of part time students. Of particular concern to the Anchorage 
School District is that the subsection relating to not applying this 
am endm ent to interscholastic or extra-curricular stu d en t  
activities may be dropped. If the Legislature drops the portion 
relating to participation in activities, we will likely be placed in a 
very compromising position. I would hope that if that section is 
deleted that at least you would be willing to place on the public 
record that the legislative intent for this amendment is directed 
at academics and does not include requirements related to 
interscholastic or extra-curricular student activities.

If you could do that, w e would very much appreciate this 
approach. It would be helpful to us in case in future years it 
became unclear as to how this provision of law were to be 
interpreted.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Christal

gl

Superintendent

Ancnorage Pioneer Schcolhouse, oullt 1915 
Anchorage Woman s Club



N E A - A l a s k a

Affiliated with the National Education Association

NEA-ALASKA POSITION PAPER 
HB 367 

February 12, 1998

NEA-Alaska believes that there should be a strong system of public educatk , 
that is assessable by everyone. Our schools should be adequately funded so 
that student learning prepares future generations to become informed and 
responsible citizens and productive member of society. We support the 
primary function of the public schools to develop all children into capable and 
productive adult citizens in our society. Public schools are responsive to and 
responsible to the public interest. Society's interest in the public schools 
creates a public policy base that determines characteristics of governance, 
funding and legal parameters.

Private schools, by contract, are responsive to and responsible to the long­
term interests of their sponsoring organizations. In order to attract students 
from the open market, they may provide some of the same socializing and 
educating services provided by public schools, but they are neither 
accountable under public policy standards nor required to be accessible to 
the public or individual students.

At a time when resources to the public schools are strained, we view HB 
367 as a way to provide subsidizes to private schools that do not want a 
private school band, drama program, music program, or advanced science 
and math programs. The bill serves to weaken both public and private 
learning systems. Encouraging private schools to not offer full programs by 
relying on public schools to offer extra curricular programs and advanced 
science and math programs will only weaken both systems.

Advocates of HB 367 in effect seek a subsidy for nonpublic schools that 
they themselves do not want to fund. They want the public sector to 
subsidize the private sector. Should public funds be used to hire the debate, 
physics, chemistry, and calculus teachers, coaches, buy football uniforms, 
band instruments, pay for school maintenance and operation for children 
enrolled in religious and private schools? This development causes us a

A N C H O R A G E  R E G IO N A L  O FFICE • 1810 S. Bragavv Street. Suite 103 • Anchorage, Alaska 99508 •  (907) 274 0536 • FAX: (907) 274-05nl 
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concern over the break in the law on separation of churph and state. Article 
VII, Section 1, of our Constitution provides, "No money shall be paid from 
public funds for the direct benefit of any religious or other private educational 
institution".

Currently private and religious schools may only elect to maintain permanent 
student records reflecting immunizations, physical examinations, 
standardized testing, academic achievement and courses taken at school, 
how will a public school district know that a student is eligible to participate 
in any extra curricular activity? If minimum grade points are required for 
participation, how will those academic eligibility minimums be determined 
when curriculums may not the same? Will a "B" average in a public school 
mean the same as a "B" average in a nonpublic school?

Does this bill effectively displace public school students in upper level 
elective classes? The lack of funding has caused public schools to limit the 
number of upper level electives that are offered. Does the section "A 
governing body may not discriminate between part-time and full-time 
students or require that part-time students be enrolled after full time student 
enrollment is completed." Mean that private school students would not have 
to compete for already limited space in upper level classes?

NEA- Alaska supports a parent and student's right to vote with their feet by 
choosing to leave a public school for some other school setting. The 
protection of separation of church and the state serves to guarantee the right 
of the people to practice their beliefs, religious or otherwise free from 
government intrusion or oversight.

To allow private school and home school students to "cherry pick" electives 
and cocuricular activities diminishes the opportunity for public school 
students and subsidizes private institutions with public tax dollars.

NEA-Alaska opposes HB 367 .


