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ALASKA STATE

H o s p i t a l  &  N u r s i n g  H o m e

ASSOCIATION

April 8, 1998

Senator Mike Miller 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1181

Dear Senator Miller:

I am writing in support of SJR 35. The Association has had several discussions regarding 
“Freedom of Conscience” and “Right to Privacy”. Those discussions have ranged from one end 
of the spectrum to the other — should we have an amendment that is very broad so it can cover 
any potential service the hospital might offer, or should it be very narrowly worded so that it is 
very clear to the individual voter what he/she is voting on?

The Alaska State Hospital and Nursing Home Association favors a narrowly defined 
amendment to be placed on the ballot...one that speaks specifically to abortion and the rights of 
an individual or facility to be able to refuse to be involved in a procedure. Therefore, ASHNHA 
is in support of SJR 35.

Sincerely yours,

= > £  x f e c u

Laraine L. Derr 
President/CEO

319 Seward Street #11 • J uneau, AK 99801 • (907) 586-1790 • Fax (907) 463-3573
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April 8, -ogs

Dear Senator Sharp,

This letter regards both SJR 35, which would allow hospitals and doctors to not 
participate in abortions, and HB 234, which would assign elective abortion the lowest 
priority in public funding. I urge you to support both of these important bills.

SJR 35 basically comes down to a person's or institution's conscience and 
convictions. To force either a person or institution to contradict their convictions is just 
a half step away from Communism. In a Communist system of government, the 
government makes all the rules, and the people of the land have no other choice but 
to obey. America, however, is a democratic system, or at least is supposed to be.
One definition of democracy that the American Heritage Dictionary gives is this, "a 
social condition of equality and respect for the individual within the community." It 
seems to be that if a person or even an institution is forced to operate outside the 
bounds of their conscience and convictions, there is no longer a respect shown to that 
individual or group of individuals.

Regarding HB 234, in cases where abortion is simply an elective procedure, 
there is no reason why the government should be paying for it. It deserves lowest 
priority. If people want the government to continue paying for elective procedures, 
might as well let the state pay for body piercing, tattooing and even plastic surgery.

Again, I urge your support for both SJR 35 and HB 234. Thanks so much for 
your time and consideration of these issues....and for all the issues for that matter.
We do appreciate your hard work.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Chris Schuler 
4066 Deborah Drive 
Juneau, AK 99801 
aecrsas@pt(alaska.net
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4066 Deborah Drive 
Juneau, AK 99801 
(907) 789-2667  
aecrsas@ ptialaska.riet 
April 7, 1998

Re: in Support of SJR 35  and HB 234  

Dear Senator Sharp:

I will not be able to attend tomorrow's hearings regarding SJR 35 and HB 234, 
so  I am FAXing you my encouragem ent to support these m easures.

As you know, SJR 35 clarifies that people or hospitals would not be required to 
participate in an abortion. No individual, or group of people (e.g., a private hospital), 
should be required to act in a manner contrary to their conscious or religious 
convictions, especially when it results in the taking of an unborn child's life. Requiring 
people in the medical profession who value all life to participate in an abortion is 
directly analogous to forcing a German solder, who may consider life a s  a precious gift 
from God, to participate in the holocaust. As Americans, we have no business forcing 
people to act against their conscious, especially on such obvious life and death 
issu es. P lease p ass SJR 35!

HB 2 34  is also worthy of support. Life is  a precious jft from God. The State 
has no business to help mothers kill their own offspring. Reprioritizing the State 
funding of abortion to the lowest level would help get the State out of the abortion 
business. The State should be spending our limited financial resources on programs 
that help poor people rather, than kill their offspring.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Alan E. Schuler
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April 1 3 ,  19 9 8

D ear -Senator Sharp ,

T h is  letter re fe rs to S J R  3 5 , the constitutiona l am endm ent w h ich  
w ould a llow  p e r so n s  and health ca re  fa c ilit ie s to re fu se  to do a b ortion s. I 
w ho lehearted ly  support th is  am endm ent and a sk  that you do the sa m e .

Abortion h a s been touted by it s  p rop onen ts a s  being a w om an’s  
F R E E D O M  O F C H O IC E . Unfortunately, the  individual w om an i s  the  only 
o ne  w ho D O E S  have a ch o ice  in the matter. T h e  baby h a s no ch o ic e  in 
the matter ob v iou sly , and now  s in c e  the "V a lley  H osp ita l" d e c is io n , a 
health ca re  facility d o e sn 't  even have the freedom  o f ch o ice  -  it m ust 
perform  ab ortion s. It s e e m s  to me that abortion su p p c ;te r s  have an 
extrem ely  lim ited co n cep t o f "freedom  o f c h o ic e ."  So m e o n e  (or an 
organization) can have the freedom  to c h o o se , provided they c h o o se  
abortion! It 's  rather tw isted  thinking.

P le a se  give th is  am endm ent you r full support. Ch ina  i s  a 
co m m u n ist country w here  health ca re  p ro fe s s io n a ls  and fa c ilit ie s are 
com m anded to routinely perform  aboi 'io n s  u nder se v e re  p ena ltie s for 

d iso b e d ie n ce . A la ska se e m s  one sh o rt  ste p  away from  com m u n ism . 
P le a se  su p p ort S J R  35 .

R e sp e ctfu lly ,

M rs . C h r is  S ch u le r  
4066 Deborah Drive 

Ju n e a u , A K  9 9 80 1 
a e c rsa s@ p t ia la sk a .n e t

mailto:aecrsas@ptialaska.net
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Lisa Peaalver 
President,

FAIRBANKS COALITION FOR CHOICE
P.O. Box 74264, Fairbanks, Ak 99707 

457-1458,, fx 457-4243

F O R  4. 
C H O I C E

April 1,1998
Please submil the following TESTIMONY to the attention of
the appropriate committee of the Alaska State Senate, Juneau Alaska- for Hearing on April 8

/  Ro: SJR 35: Proposed amendment to the Constitution of the State of Alaska relating to participation in an abortion. The 
newest version pfihe bill (Senate Judiciary) would insert the following sentence in the Alaska Constitution's Right to 
Privacy clause: (Nothing in our Alaskan constitution cwrently requires a health cans facility or person to participate in ai 
abortion procedure).

I  strongly urge you to withdraw the constitutional amendment SJR 35, for the following reasons:

1. This amendment could lead to a ban on all abortions in Alaska. It opens the door for all hospitals in Alaska, oven 
public hospitals, to ban Constitutionality protected abortions. Legislative proponents are trying to give public hospitals 
the power to do something they themselves can't do, which is to ban abortions legalized by the Roe V. Wade decision.

2. This amendment is a nightmare for public hospital boards. The legislation shifts the battle over abortion from the 
Legislature to every public hospital boardroom in the state. The Pro-Choice movement in Alaska will be forced to do 
battle in every hospital board election and fight for every appointment mode by a municipal assembly to a local hospital 
board. Whenever the makeup of a hospital board changes, one side or the other in the ugly debate will have reason to 
renew the battle. It will be an issue that will consume hours and hours of time every year for each hospital board and it 
will never go swny. Protests at hospitals will become commonplace by one side or the other on this issue. Do public 
hospitals really want to deal with that? The legislature should not dump this contentious issue on hospital boards. Debate 
and decisions over public policy on abortion should remain in the Legislature.

3. Proponents of this legislation argue that, under the Supreme Court's decision in Valley Hospital Assoc, v. Mat-Su 
Coalition for Choice, hospital staff members who oppose abortion will have to participate in abortion procedures. That is 
not tree. The decision states: "Nothing in the permanent injunction granted as part o f this Final Judgment shall require 
any member o f the medical staff of Valley Hospital, or any other officer, ageni, servant, or employee of Valley Hospital, 
to participate direcily in the performance of any abortion procedure i f  that person, for reasons of conscience or belief, 
objects to doing so.”

4. Proponents of this legislation have argued that if  no employees ofVallcy Hospital want to perform an abortion, the 
hospital will have to hire additional staff in order to provide abortions. That is not true. All the .Supreme Court held was 
(hat the hospital could have not a policy prohibiting abortions i f  there were doctors on staff who were willing to perform 
them.

5. Proponents of this legislation also argue that, under the Valley Hospital casa, hospitals cannot assert a religious basis 
for restricting abortions. Thar also is not true, Private hospitals, such as Providence, are not covered by this decision. The 
court ruled that Valley Hospital, a nonsectarian hospital built with slate funds, did not and could not assert n religious 
basis for its restrictive abortion policy.

Advocates of this legislation have said that this bill "promotes choice." Nothing could be further from the truth. 
It could lend to a ban on all constitutionally protected abortions in most, i f  not all, Alaska communities. Anyone support­
ing this bill Is taking an anti-choice position because passage would provide a brmer against women making a private 
decision in consultation with their doctor.

As President of the Fairbanks Coalition For Choice, representing several thousand pro-choicc voters in IliO 
Fairbanks area, I  urge you to please vote against this am

Dear Senators,

CC: ell Senators
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Alaska State Legislature
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bill/subject
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SJR  35

• The US Supreme Court declared a woman has the fundamental right to have an 
abortion.

• This referendum is an attempt' to eliminate second trimester abortions in 
Alaska. Only 9 percent of abortions occur in the second trimester. These 
abortions are sought for r.any rea~ons, among them are the health of the 
mother and severe abnormalities /f the fetus.

• Under state law including the Valley Hospital decision: “Nothing...shall 
require any member of the medical staff of Valley Hospital, or any other 
officer, agent, servant or employee of Valley Hospital to participate directly in 
the performance of any abortion procedure if that person, for reasons of 
vonscicncc or belief, objects to doing so.” This would apply to any hospital or 
medical facility.

• Private hospitals can assert a religious basis for restricting abortions. Publicly 
built hospitals cannot and must serve the entire community and its needs at 
large.

• This referendum would place undue burden on womer in Alaska who are 
seeking abortions. It would deny women “equal treatment under the law” by 
denying them access to legal medical care, thus undermining Alaska’s 
constitution.

• This referendum would take major policy making of publicly funded hospitals 
out of the hands of the legislature and into the hands of a few board members.

• This will establish another reason for a court challenge, this time at the federal 
level.

SJR 35 is not about protecting an individual’s right of conscience. It is about 
denying it to women because of someone else’s religious views. Do not infr inge 
the rights of women. This is not vvhat our constitution is about. You are violating 
the people’s tr ust. Please work for the common good. We have told you lime and 
again: Preventing unintended pregnancy prevents abortion. D enying access
• '      eir families.

I f  0  B o x  l 9 o  9 0 ?
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•  76.330 women in A W k n —  
including fl.220 lenmigers—  
urn in need of contniceplive. 
services anti supplies.

•  15% of women aged 1 5 -4 4  
in ihe Uniled Stoics arc liv­
ing in poverty, and 17%  do nnl 
have private health insurance 
or Medicaid.

•  In Alaska. 1 l% n f  women 
aged 15 -4 4  me living in 
poverty, and 16% do not have 
private health insurnw c. or 
Medicaid.

• 16.5 million women :iged 
13-44 in the U niled
States— including4.9 million 
sexually active teenagers who 
qualify for public services os u 
result of their age— are in 
need of publicly supported 
contraceptive services.

•  32,480 women aged 13-44 
in Alnskn— including8.220

teenagers— arc in need ot 
publicly supported < onlrar rp- 
livc stnviics.

MEETING IKE NEED
♦ l-rec nr low-cost contracep­
tive services lor poor women 
and teenagers (hiongli pub­
licly supported clinics are 
available in ull 50 stales and 
in 8.77r of U.S. counties.

•  39%  of women in need of 
suhsidizrd cmrlv.tccplive ser­
vices in the U nited Stales, 
and 37%  of teenagers in need, 
are served by publicly sup­
ported clinics.

« Individual states vaiy widely 
in their success at meeting the 
need for publicly supported 
contraceptive services. Mon­
tana ranks 1st. serving 68% of 
women in need oTcontracep­
tive seiviccs and supplies.and

Iouisiana ranks last..serving 
25%  of women in need.

• Alaska ranks 2nd in the 
provision of contraceptive ser­
vices to women in need.
While the 23 publicly sup­
ported Tamily planning clinics 
in Alaska serve 20,370  
women, including 4.870  
teenagers, this represents only 
63%  of all women in need and 
50%  of teenagers in need.

IMPACT
• In 1094. S 715 million in 
federal and state lax revenues 
provided contraceptive ser­
vices and supplies to millions 
of [tool-women in the U nited  
Slates— thereby helping to 
prevent at least 1.5 million 
unintended pregnancies that 
would have occurred other­
wise. This included 386.000  
pregnancies to teenagers.
888.000 to women who have 
never been married, and
842.000 to women eligible for 
Medicaid.

•  Every dollar spent for con­
traceptive services saves S3 in 
public funds that would have 
been needed to provide pre­
natal and newborn medical 
care alone.

•  Publicly supported contra­
ceptive services in the U nited  
Slates avert 1.5 million preg­
nancies— unwanted births, 
abortions and miscarriages—  
each year,

• Publicly supported contra­
ceptive services in A laska  
avert 4,800 pregnancies each 
year.

Public ly  fu n d e d  c o n t ra c e p t iv e  serv ices  avert 
m any  u n in te n d e d  p re g n a n c ie s  each  year 

am ong  the young, the  u n m a r r i e d  a n d  Ihe poor
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C o n t r a c e p t i o n  C o u n t s :  
A l a s k a  I n f o r m a t i o n
PREGNANCY INTENTIONS 
ANO OUTCOMES

*  The U nited States litis among 
tIk; highest rales ol unintended 
pregnancy and teenage pregnan­
cy found in Western mil inns, and 
ils legal abortion rale is similar 
to I ha I of many countries in
b ilin  A m eriean. where abortion 
is illegal and ennlrai rp lives are 
not always widel) availahle.

• In die U nited  S la te s .9  in 10 
women who are sexually active, 
fertile (dial is, ahle loliecnm e 
pregnant) and do not wish In 
Itcrnnie pregnant report dial lliey 
use a cnnlinceptive nirlliorl.

* Yet hall of the. 0 million preg­
nancies (the total number of 
births, nhnrl inns and miscar­
riages) in the United States 
annually ate accidental—  
unplanned and alien unwanted. 
Among teenagers. A in 10 preg­
nancies are unintended,

• There are 59.4 million women 
of childbearing age (1 5 -44 ) 
residing in the lln iled  Stales.
140.000 of whom live in Alnskn.

P i v i r n i u i r v  O u t c o m e s
i n  A l a s k a

miscaKiJac:^,.^ ]'i'''t'nn5 
(1*%) 0

abo'iians

T e e n  P r e g n a n t ; ) 1 
O l i l c o m o s  i n  A l a s k a

rrKCi'iroAQCS
rwi ^ 1 ^ .!^;"^

abo.-liais

• Each year in the United  
Stales. I U  pregnancies occur 
per 1.000 women ager I 15-44. 
62% of which result in live 
births and 20%  in abortions: llic 
remainder end in miscarriage.

’  Each year in Alaska. 120 
pregnancies occur per 1.000 
women aged i 5 -4 4 ,6 9 %  of 
which icsull in live liirlhs and 
10% in aboilions.

• Annually, there arc I I2preg- 
naneies per I.(XX) women aged 
15 -1 9  in the Uniied States;
.51% result in live births and 01%  
icsull in abortions, with die 
remainder ending in 
miscarriages,

• Alaska’s teenage pregnancy 
rate, ranks 20th nationally. There 
am 109 pregnancies annually 
per l,(KK) women aged 15-19 in 
Alaska: 59% result in live births 
and 27% rcsull in abortions.

• 52% of all births in the United  
Stales are to unmarried w omen.

• 50%  of all births in Alaska are 
In unmarried women.

THE NEED FOR SERVICES

« If women desire small fami­
lies. the need to practice crinlra- 
ceplion is great. A woman who is 
sexually active throughout her 
reproductive yearn and wants 
only two children will need con­
traceptive protection for more 
than 20 years of her life.

• The preference for small fami­
lies is universal in industrialized 
societies.and is also shared by 
much of the developing world, 
where llu* availability and use of 
contraceptives is increasing.
The average number of children 
per woman worldwide ranges 
from less than 2 in several Euro- 
pean and East Asian countries 
to more than 7 in parts of Africa 
and the Middle East. In the 
United Stales, on average, a 
woman has 2.1 chihhcn during 
the course of her life.

• 35.2 million sexually active 
women in the U nited Stales—  
including 4 .9  million 
teenagers— are in need of con­
traceptive services and supplies.

Definitions
* II tunt'ii in /m ir/li ill** tini-1* w Jntst* f.illlily Mu (hiii* i> lu'tiiiv ill:* fi'll/*l.ll poverty 
li'vrl (?lo.*.<>9 fur a htniily olTtiii'irt I99:>).

» Itiimc/i in nrril <f cnnlniri‘i>iue. sen ires mti/.tn/i/i/ir.xaiv women aged 1:1—14 who 
arc I ) sexually artist!. lli.it is. they have ever had sexual intercoms!.*: 2 ) fecund, 
meaning that neillier limy nor limit* partners have hrcMcniilraoeplively sterilized 
mid they do nnl believe tli.it lliey are infer.und for any reason: a n d .')) during at least 
pail nr tin* year, neither intentionally pregnant nor trying to become pregnant.

* IIbiiir/i hi milln/fiiililitlysniiim ririlcom nicejiiiivsm ires ate w'uiimu aged 20-1*1 
wlto arc in net*tl of conlnieeplive .services and supplies unit whose income is below 
2."i()% of the federal poverty level (318.92.'5 for it family of four in 1993). plus all 
wniiten younger than 20 who are in need ofcoiilnufptive. services and supplies. 
Politicly .supported ismlrai eplive services can he iihlilirii-ii either fieril publicly 
-iippurKil fatuity plain ting clinics o r from private physicians who »em* women on 
Meillraid.

* I'nhlii'ly .ni/t/^.ririlItimily/iliumin/: i luiics are sites that piovido organized family 
planning .«<:rv ices In llte geiie.rul public ami rcreive some form of public or private 
funding (includingMedicaid) dial enables them tnseive .it least some, nf their 
rlients fur free o ral a reduced fee.
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children in the future?

This latest bill will effectively eliminate second trimester abortion in Alaska. I 
want to remind you what the consequences of this bill are:

Rape or incest victims may have great difficulty in coming forward during the first 
trimester of a pregnancy. If a local hospital will not perform abortions, then this 
victim may be compelled to travel outside Alaska (if they can afford the expenses) 
or may be forced to cany the pregnancy to term.

This amendment endangers women’s health. What are the options of a woman who 
faces pregnancy complications that put her life at risk.? IIow would the lives of 
her husband, her current children and her parents be effected if she dies?

What should a woman do when during the second trimester she finds that the fetus 
cannot possibly survive birth or is dying in her womb? Should she be denied an 
abortion? Could the lack of health care interfere with her ability to have other . / /

What of the fetus with major birth defects, who may be missing a brain? Will a 
hospital board ban on abortions prevent this woman from the medical care she so 
desperately needs in her community? Will the board pick up the medical expenses 
and provide the loving care for a child who may never be able to function beyond 
the mental age of 2. Will vou be willing to pay? Will you take away the pain? Will 
you daily change the diapers on a 34 year old? Ts this your decision? Is it the 
hospital board’s? NO!

I know abortion is controversial. I know many people abhor it, but it is difficult to 
be in someone else’s skin. Men never have to face this issue in the same way that 
women do. I believe women are as moral as men. Certainly this decision should be 
left to a woman, her ged, and her doctor.

I remind you; it is legal to have an abortion in the United States. 1 believe this bill 
will lead to another judicial ruling, this time at the federal level. It will place an 
undue burden on women. My money goes to support publicly funded hospitals, 
and I want my money spent to provide women with the best medical care possible. 
Not the best care that a few people deem “religiously acceptable”.

P. 07
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SJR 35

Mary Osbaek, Testimony

SJR 35 is an unnecessary proposal to amend the Alaska Constitution, ft 

is indicative of the lengths sonic legislators will go, even, to the point of 

confabulation to deny women access to safe reproductive care.

The Valley decision has been repeatedly painted by anti-choice 

legislators as forcing doctors and other health professionals working at 

federally funded hospitals to provide abortions even if they object to this 

procedure. This is patently not true. No health professional ever has or ever 

will be required to perform a procedure — any procedure — that they 

personally object to. This amendment is absolutely unnecessary.

In a time of cutting funding and reducing overhead, I do not think that 

requiring each public hospital to do battle over abortion is fiscally responsible. 

Abortion is a highly emotional, vitriolic debate. This amendment will force 

each city to spend funds that might be used elsewhere — education, for 

example, to battle over whether to provide a procedure which is already 

mandated by the federal constitution.

I object to money continually being drained away by anti-choice 

radicals. Hundreds of thousands of dollars have already been wasted trying to 

stop something that is protected under the US Constitution. Anti-choicclettes 

have recently lost twice in the courts and, no doubt, will loose again. Stop 

wasting time and money! This amendment should not go one step farther.
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April a, 1998

Dear Senate Finance Coommittee:

I undorstand that you are considering testimony 
regarding SJR 35. I would urge you NOT to pass this 
resolution.

I have been privileged to serve as a medical staff 
representative to the local board of Fairbanks Memorial 
Hospital for the last several years. My observation of this 
board is that it ha3 items on its agenda that deserve its 
attention, and that a yearly redebate at election time with 
single issue candidates would detract from the board's 
ability to function efficiently,

The services provided by a hospital reflect the training 
and variety of the doctors on staff and the needs of the 
community and the equipment the hospital can afford, very 
few first trimester abortions are done in hospitals because 
it is safe and less expensive to do them in clinics or 
offices, However, it is important to have the ability to do 
thorn in hospitals for the occasional high-risk medical 
patient who might otherwise need to be transferred to another 
city or state, second trimester abortions are mandated by 
state law to be done in hospitals,

If the intent of this resolution is to address the court 
decision against the Palmer hospital, it would seem that to 
lift the requirement of performance of second-trimester 
abortions in hospitals would do that. Cost considerations 
would allow them to be done in clinic, provided safety issues 
were the same.

If the intent of this resolution is to decrease the 
number of abortions done, it would seem to make more sense to 
devote attention to the prevention of unwanted and untimely 
pregnancies rather than pass legislation likely to result in 
litigation coots.

I urge you to vote against passage of SJR 35.

Yours truly,

Clarice Dukeminier, M.D.

CD: a;)
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A L A S K A  C IV IL  L IB E R T IE S  U N IO N  
L E G IS L A T IV E  A L E R T :

S e v e ra l  m y th s  a r e  b e in g  c i r c u la t e d  a b o u t  th e  i m p a c t  a n d  m e a n in g  o f  
t h e  A la s k a  S u p r e m e  C o u r t ’s d e c is io n  sn Valley Hospital Assoc, v. 
M at-Su Coalition fo r  Choice p u r e ly  f o r  th e  p o l i t ic a l  p u r p o s e  o f  

e n a c t in g  a n t i - c h o ic e  leg is la t io n .

N o w , l e a r n  th e  t r u t h :

M y t h  # 1 : Hospital staff who oppose abortion will have to participate in abortion procedures.

Truth: The Superior Court’s Final Judgment in Valley Hospital, which was affirmed in
the Supreme Court’s decision, expressly provided that:

Nothing in the permanent injunction granted as part of this Final Judgment 
shall require any member of the medical staff of Valley Hospital, or any other 
officer, agent, servant, or employee of Valley Hospital, to participate directly 
in the performance of any abortion procedure if that person, for reasons of 
conscience or belief, objects to doing so.

M y th  #2 : If no employees of Valley Hospital want to perform an abortion, the hospital will 
have to hire additional staff in order to provide abortions.

Truth: All the Supreme Court held was that the hospital could not have a policy
prohibiting abortions if there were doctors on staff who were willing to perform 
them. The Court based its decision on the fact that a woman’s right to make the 
difficult, painftii choice of whether to have a lawful abortion is a fundamental 
right. The Court acknowledged that reasonable people may disagree with respect 
to abortion and therefore left it up to each of us as individuals to decide whether 
and to what extent we will participate in an abortion.

M y th  #3 :  Hospitals cannot assert a religious basis for restricting abortions, according to the 
Valley Hospital case.

Truth: Valley Hospital, a non-sectarian hospital built with state funds, did not and could
not assert a religious basis for its restrictive abortion policy. Private hospitals are 
not covered by this decision.

A laska C iv il L iberties U nion , P. O. Box 201B44, Anchorage, A K  99520  
Phone: (907) 258-0044 Fax: (907)258-0288 E-m ail: akclu@ ala3ka.net
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