




STATE O F ALASKA R EPO RTED  BILL NO. CSSB 67(JUD)
? 1997 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESSION g p Q  __ A  ~/3~17

/ ’

Revision Date: 313 -97 Dept. A ffected : Corrections

T itle : T ru th in Sentencing , BRU : A L L

Sponsor: Senator H a lfo rd  Components: A L L

Requestor: Senate Finance Comm ittee Serial ft 694.0

EXPEND ITURES /REVENUES : (THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS )

O PERAT ING FY 98 FY 99 FYOO FY01 FY 02 FY03

Personal Services . 

T rave l 

C on trac tua l 

Supplies 
Equ ipm en t .
Land &  S truc tu res 

G ran ts , C la im s 
M isce llaneous 
T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G

, 1

1

j

1

1

I

1

1

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 j

C A P IT A L EXPEND ITURES ftftft *** | ft.* ft 0.0 0.0 0.0 j

CHANGE IN  REVENUES (1002) 650.0 650.0 650.0 0.0 0.0 0.01

FUND ING : (THOUSANDS OF DO LLAR S )

1002 Federa l Receipts

1003 G F Match
1004 GF
1005 G F /P rog ram  Rece ip ts 

1037 G F /M en ta l H e a lth 

O th e r

TO T A L

650.0 650.0 650.0 “ 1
65.0 65.0 65.0

715.0 715.0 715.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

POS IT IONS :

F u ll-T im e

P a rt-T im e
T em po ra ry

Date: 3-13-97 

Phone: 465-4993

A N A LY S IS : (A T T A C K  A  SEPAR ATE PAG E IF  NECESSARY) 

see attached analysis

C O M M IT T E E

Date: 3-13-97 

Phone: 465-3004
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Analysis of CSSB 67(JUD)

As amended, SB 67 should qualify the State of Alaska to apply for 
and receive federal Truth-in-Sentencing grants under the United 
States Department of Justice Violent Offender Incarceration and 
Truth-in-Sentencing Incentive Grants program. Ihese funds are to 
be used for prison construction or renovations. Congress has
authorized funds for the grants through FY 2000. The amount that 
the State of Alaska would be eligible to receive depends upon how
many other states qualify, inasmuch as appropriated funds are
divided between qualifying states on the basis of their number of 
violent offenders. Had Alaska qualified this past year, its share 
would have been $650,000 plus a required 10% state match.. The 
Department of Corrections assumes that Congress will appropriate 
similar sums each year, but chat Alaska's share may receive a 
slight decrease each year as more states qualify.

*** Should these federal receipts materialize they will be
available for appropriation by the Legislature for future capital 
expenditures on correctional facilities.
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S E N A T E  F IN A N C E  C O M M I T T E r ,  R E P O R T
R E P O R T E D  O U T  o f  

C;F r  3 ' / 2.-97
DATE: 3/5/97 .. FU RTH ER:. ° rL r  L~1— L~ ~  

DATE TURNED
IN TO OFFICE: 5 - 1 2 . - 9 7 _________

Finance Committee considered SENATE BILL NO. 67

“An Act relating to the imposition of criminal sentences; and amending Rule 32.2, Alaska Rules of 
Criminal P rocedure.”

and recommends:

[ ] be replaced with 

adopt previous __

CS

[ ] attached amendment(s)

[ ] adopt Letter of Intent by 

[ ] further referral to th e___

Senate Bill:
^ p<] same title

(_._____) [ j new title
___ House Bill:

( J> 0  D> ) [ ] same title
[ j technical change
[ j new: SCR"____

Committee

Committee

Co-Chair:

NEW FISCAL NOTE(S):
Department FiscalDate Zero

Co-Chair:

DPS -  \icce>
Comm

OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS

Fiscal
PREVIOUS FISCAL NOTE(S):* 
Department Date Zero

rA i

CpoStTwe

b-VcL 7 /5 ,0  50c.
J//3  ~7t5*' 0 3‘ Ft A

[ ] APPROPRIATION -  no fiscal note ♦include fiscal notes accompanying Governor’s jill
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F I S C A L  N O T E
STATE OF ALASKA 
1997 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
Revision Date:
Title:

. ru-f u r  j  C b  OF 
&  _____

BILL NO. CSS8 67 (JUD)

Dept. Affected: Alaska Court System_________
Truth  in Sentencing

Sponsor: Sens. Halford, G reen, Donley
Requestor: S enate  S tate  Affairs

BRU: Trial Courts
Component: _____________

COMPONENT -SERIAL NO. 768

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 98 FY 99 FYOO FY 01 FY 02 FY 03
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPL1E3
EQUIPMENT
LAND 4  STRUCTURES
GRANTS 4  CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING o.o 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

1 CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES (___ ]_

1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037GF/Mental Health 
Other

0.0 c.o 0.0 0.0 0.0 "o.o

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FT 97) cost: None 

Positions

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
01:3c PM

Rev 1/97 Page 1 of 1



ANALYSIS; (Attach a separate page if necessary) 

No fiscal Impact.

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
U N O  & STRUCTURES
GRANTS & CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES 1 ~T
Fund Source (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mentai Health

TOTAL_________  0.0

Estim ate o f any current year (F Y  97) cost; None

Positions_________________
Full-Time 
Part-Time
Temporary ______

Other

REPOT:! LO OUT OF 
T O  — 3 ~JZs l7 —  RECEI VED

r r o  ft " iGQ7

F I S C A L  N O T E

(S)P„blish D a ,a :^ /fc i2 2 _  

Revision Date: Dept. Affected: A laska Court System  ________

02/04/37 18:22 ©1907 279 0884 ADMIN ACCOtii

Title: Truth in Sentencing BRU: Trial Courts
___________________________________________________________ Component: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Sponsor: S en. Halford _______  ________
Requestor: S ena te  S ta te  Affairs_________________________c o m p o n e n t  s e r ia l  n o . 76a

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR’S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE 

Rev 1/97 Page 1 of 1

Prepared by: 
Agency.

Approved by: 
Agency:

Phone: 2 6 4 -8 2 2 8
Date: 02 /0 4 /9 7

Date: 02 /0 4 /9 7

C. S . Christensen III, S taff Counsel 
A laska Court System  _________________________________

Arthur H . Snowden, II, Administrative Director (17 
A laska C ourt System ______________________________
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STATE OF ALASKA
1997 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

F I S C A L  N O T E
REPCR*

5‘F ( '____________________

TW No,• _ s £ .
Bill Version: Lr'l
(S) Tublish Date: ^

Revision D a t e : ______________________________________________
Title: *A n  A ct relating to the imposition of criminal
sentences; amending Rule 3 2 .2 , Ak Rules of Criminal Procedure
Sponsor: Senator Halford______________________________
Requester: Senate Judiciary Committee__________________

Dept. Affected]_______
BRU: Criminal Division

Department of Law

_ Component: Criminal Division

COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 

(T h o u san d s  of Dollars)

20 8 5

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 9 8 FY 99 FY 00 FY 01 FY 0 2 FY 0 3
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND &  STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

»

TO TAL OPERATING 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0.0 0 .0 0 .0

I CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

I CHANGE IN REVENUES (

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1 0 0 2  Federal Receipts
1 0 0 3  GF Match
1 0 0 4  GF
1 0 0 5  GF/Program Receipts
1 0 0 6  G F/M H TIA
Other -

TO TAL 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

Estimate of any current year (FY97) cost: $ 0 .0

POSITIONS
FULL-TIME 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

T h e  S en a te  J u d ic ia ry  C o m m itte e  S u b s titu te  fo r  SB 6 7  includes a n e w  section  stating th a t the  required  

ap p ro x im ate  m in im u m  te rm  s ta te m e n t in th e  sen ten c in g  rep o rt is fo r  in form ational purposes only , and can no t  

be used  as a basis fo r  re v ie w  or appeal o f th e  s e n te n c e  im posed .

W ith  th is  ch ang e , th e  D e p a rtm e n t o f L a w  no longer an tic ip a tes  any fiscal im p ac t from  passage o f th is  

leg islation.

:v General L/

Prepared by: 
Division:

Joan M . Kasson

Approved by Commissioner: 
Agency: _________

Administrative Services Division

Bruce M . Botelhb Kttomey General

Phone:. 
Date: _

Date:

4 6 5 -5 3 7 0
2 /2 7 /9 7

2 /2 7 /9 7
Department of Law

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
F o r  fu rth e r  d is tr ib u t io n  in fo rm a t io n , c a ll th a  G o v e rn o r 's  L e g is la t iv e  O ffice

(R e v  1 0 / 9 6 )  9 7 f is n o .x ls / D B R Pag e  1 o f 1



F IS CA L  N O T E
l;

No. >
STATE OF AJLASKA
1997 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Bill Version:_C >?S S. L/l ^  T ft)-
(S) Publish Date:

Revision D a t e : _____________________________________________
Title: "An Act relating to the imposition of criminal
sentences; amending Rule 3 2 .2 , Ak Rules of Criminai Procedure
Sponsor: Senator Halford______________________________
Requester:

Dept. Affected: 
’ BRU:

Department of Law
Criminal Division

Component: Criminal Division

Senate State Affairs Committee

Expenditures/Revenues

COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 

(T h o u sa n d s  of Dollars)

208 5

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 98 FY 99 FY 00 FY 01 FY 0 2 FY 0 3
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND 3t STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

2 6 .9 2 6 .9 2 6 .9 2 6 .9 26 .9 2 6 .9
0 .4 0 .4 0 .4 0 .4 0 .4 0 .4
4 .0 4 .0 4 .0 4 .0 4 .0 4 .0
0 .5 0 .5 0 .5 0 .5 0.5 0.5
0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

TOTAL OPERATING 3 1 .8 3 1 .8 3 1 .8 3 1 .8 31 .8 3 1 .8

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

[CHANGE IN REVENUES (

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1 0 0 2  Federal Receipts
1 0 0 3  GF Match
1 0 0 4  GF 3 1 .8 3 1 .8 3 1 .8 3 1 .8 31 .8 3 1 .8
1 0 0 5  GF/Program Receipts
1 0 0 6  GF/M HTIA
Other
TOTAL 3 1 .8 3 1 .8 3 1 .8 3 1 .8 3 1 .8 3 1 .8

Estimate of any current year (FY97) cost: 0 .0

POSITIONS
FULL-TIME 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

T o  be kn o w n  as th e  "T ru th  in S entencing  A c t o f 1 9 9 7 ,"  th is  bill adds requ irem ents  fo r sentencing reports  issued  

by th e  co urt a t th e  tim e sentences are im posed . S pecifica lly , C SSB  6 7  (S TA ) w o u ld  require th a t sentencing  

reports  inc lude a s ta te m e n t o f th e  sen tence im posed, th e  te rm  o f im prisonm ent im posed , if any, including th e  
ap p ro x im ate  m in im um  te rm  o f im prisonm ent the d e fen dan t is exp ected  to  actually  serve before  being re leased, 
placed on m a n d a to ry  paro le , and the ap prox im ate  m in im um  te rm  th e  d e fen d an t m u st serve before becom ing  

elig ib le fo r re lease on d iscretionary  paro le . Rule 3 2 .2 (e ) , A laska Rules o f Crim inal Procedure, is am ended  to  

inc lude th e  sam e requ irem ents .

Passage o f th is  legislation w ill increase th e  co m p lex ity  o f sen tenc ing  proceedings by requiring prosecutors to  

advise th e  co u rt on w h en  the  defendar.L w o u ld  be eligible for m an d ato ry  or d iscre tionary  parole. Those  
calcu la tions  are o fte n  d ifficu lt to  do w ith  precision and ta k e  tim e . S entencing  w o u ld  be delayed w h ile  the  

ca lcu la tions  w e re  perform ed by the D e p artm en t o f C orrections, and double checked  by th e  prosecutors in order 
to  advise th e  c o u rt. Even th o u g lx th e .C S  requires th e  q ou rt only  to  s ta te  the "ap prox im ate" m inim um  te rm , if

Prepared by: 
Division:

Joan M . Kasson 
Administrative S^rvic

S I  FS2A
rvicas Oivision t \

Approved by Commissioner: 
Agency: _________

XD Bruce M

Phone:
Date:

Date:

4 6 5 -3 3 7 0
2 /6 /9 7

2 /6 /9 7
Department of Law

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR’S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For fu r th e r  d is t r ib u t io n  in fo rm a t io n , c a ll th e  G o v e rn o r ' s  L e g is la t iv e  O f f ic e

(R e v  1 0 /9 6 ) 9 7 < isn o .x ls /D B R  Pag e  1 o f 2
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STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. CSSB 67 (STA) $  3 "
1997 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

A N A L Y S IS  C O N T IN U A T IO N :

incorrect, the  sen tencing  im posed by th e  court w ou ld  still be subject to  challenp ., creating additional appella te  

w o rk  fo r th e  D e p a rtm e n t o f Law , unless the legislation w e re  am ended to specif -a lly  p ' Jude an incorrect 
estim ate  as a g rounds fo r sentence appeal.

T h e  to ta l im pact o f th is  legislation is d ifficu lt to  assess, h o w e v e r, w e  can an tic ip a te  th a t the  equivalent o f one- 
fo u rth  o f an a tto rn e y 's  tim e  in th e  A nchorage O ffice  o f Specie! Prosecutions and A ppeals  w ould  be necessary  

to  becom e exp ert on  paro le elig ibility calculations and advise prosecutors in sentenc ing  proceedings, and to  

handle th e  briefing  o f appeals. Using th e  standard a tto rn e y  cost developed fo r th e  Civil D ivision o f $ 1 2 7 ,0 0 0 ,  
th e  fiscal im pact fro m  th is  legislation w ou ld  be $ 3 1 ,7 5 0  ($ 1 2 7 ,0 0 0 /4 1 . This co st includes clerical support, 
com m unications , sp ace , supplies, data processing, and o ther norm al overhead expenses.

Page 2 o f 2
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FISCAL NOTE No. V*

1 9 9 7  L E G I S L A T IV E  S E S S I O N

Revision Date:

ST A T E  O F  A L A SK A ( . r  B , L L  *  B ,U  V e r s i o n :  f a n J'~L»  --------- ^ --------—— —--------------  (Q\ n ..i .  i: .u  n „ .„ .  -n >-• n  _

Title: Truth in Sentencing

Sponsor: Sen. Halford
Requestor: S. Judiciary

Dept. Affected: 
BRU:
Component:

(S) Publish Date:

Public Safety

_ 5 - -9 7

Violent Crimes Compensation Board

CO M PO NENT SERIAL NO.

O P F R A T IN G F Y  OR F Y  QQ F Y  00 F Y  01 FY 0? F Y  or?

P F R S O N A t S F R V IC F S 0
T R A V F I 0
C O N T R A C T ! IAI n

S U P P I IF S 0

F O U IP M F N T 0
L A N D  £  S T R U C T U R E S n

G R A N T S  C l A IM S n
M IS C F I I A N F O U S n

T Q T A I O P E R A T IN G 0 n 0 O n n

.CAPITA L  EXPFNDITURFS

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( )
Rovonuo Coda

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
100?  F p r ie ra l R e c e ip ts
1 003  G F  M a tc h
1004 G F
1 0 0 5  G F /P rn n ra m  R p ce in ts

1 006  G F /M H T IA
O th p r

T O T A L  . 0 0 0 0 0 0

Estimate of current year (FY 97) impact: S

POSITIONS:
FIJI I -T IM F
P A R T -T IM F
T E M P O R A R Y  . .

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)

The Violent Crimes Compensation Board approves of any vehicle which makes the victim more informed.

Prepared By: Nola K. Capp Phone: 465-3040
Division: Violent Crimes Compensation Board_________________________  Date: February 10. 1997________________

Approved by Commissioner: ^ > . P  &   Date: "> (  m ________________
Agency: Ronald L. Otte. Dept, of Public Safety_________

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE

For further distribution information call the Governor's Legislative Office 
Rev 11/34 Page 1 of

FISCAL NOTE



OO ?  ? L L' NO: Biu Version: d S S R  L 7  f f u p j
1 9 9 7  L E G I S L A T IV E  S E S S I O N  "  ------------------------------------------------ (S) Publish Date: J - i T - < 7  7

Revision Date: Depi. Affected: Public Safety
Title: Truth in Sentencing DPS Statewide Support

Component: Commissioner's Office

Sponsor: Rules Committee _____________________________________________

Requestor: S. Judiciary COM PONENT SERIAL NO. 0523

ST A T E  O F A L A SK A  r. ... . . BIL' " No - ^ —

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands o f Dollars) (innation not included)

OPERATING FY 98 FY 99 FY 00 FY 01 FY 02 FY 03

PERSONAL SERVICES

TRAVEL.

CONTRACTUAL

SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRUCTURES

GRANTS, CLAIMS

MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

j CAPITAL EXPENDITURES -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( 

Reven-ja
Code

-0- -0- -0- -0 - -0- -0-

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts

1006 GF/MHTIA

Other

TOTAL -0 - -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

Estimate of current year (FY 97) impact: S 

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0

PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0

TEMPORARY
0 0

0 0 0 0

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)
No fiscal impact is anticipated to the Department of Public Safety

Piopared By: Sandy Perry-Provost, Special Assistant to the Phone: 465-4322
Commissioner

Division: Commissioner's Office Date: 2/20/97

Approved by Commissioner: .<?  Da,e; 3 _ / _ llZ £ 2 .
Agency: Ronald L. Otte, Dept, of Public Safety

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution information call the Governor's Legislative Office

Pago 1 of 1
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O ffic ia l Business

A laska  g>tate Hegtelature

S e n a t e

R IC K

H A L F O R D
State C ap ito l 

Juneau , A la ska  
9 9 8 0 1 -1 1 8 2  

P h o n e (9 0 7 )  4 6 5 -4 9 5 8

P.O. B o x  6 7 0 1 9 0  
C liu g ia k , A la ska  9 9 5 6 7  
Phone (9 0 7 )  6 9 4 -4 9 5 S

6 0 0  li . R a ilro a d  A venue 
W as illa . A la sk a  9 9 6 5 4  
P h o n e ( 9 0 7 ) 3 7 6 -4 9 5 S

S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t

S B  67 " T h e  T r u t h  i n  S e n t e n c in g  A c t

When a felon is sentenced to a term of imprisonment the public often receives a false sense 
of security by believing the criminal will actually be incarcerated for the stated sentence.
As a result of "good time", as well as mandatory and discretionary parole provisions, the 
actual sentence served is virtually guaranteed to be less than which is imposed by the 
judge.

If enacted, SB 67 would require that a victim of a crime, their family, as well as the public, 
be provided with an accurate statement of the period of the minimum period of time which 
must be served before the criminal is released. At the very least, the victim and their 
families, as well the public, deseive an honest and accurate assessment o f the amount of 
time a criminal will actually be incarcerated. SB 67 would require that the judge do this.

SB 67 would also allow the Department of Corrections to receive up to $617,000 in 
federal funds which are available to states which meet federal truth in sentencing 
guidelines.



T.E. Brown 
LCDR, U SCG  (R et) 
Palm er. A K  99645

Septem ber 30? 1996

Senator R ick  H alford  
P.O. B ox 670190  .
C hugiak, A K  99567

D ear S enato r H alford ,

The attached  le tter is p retty  m uch se lf-exp lana to ry . Perhaps it could have 
been be tter com posed  b u t it does exp ress a  M others' grief. To re-fresh vour 
m em ory , this is ab o u t a m an who took a girl o u t the G lenn H ighway, 
stopped by  the K ing  M ountain  Lodge, then p roceeded  on northbound, 
m urdered  the girl and  dum ped her bodv  by the river.

This m an should  serve  the entire 1,825 days o f  h is 5 y ear sentence. To s e r  
less w ould be an in justice  to us all. A fter all, the crim e was m urder, 
a lthough  the  P rosecu tion  allow ed him  to p lead  dow n.

I am  hopefu l you will be able to foresta ll the  early  release o f  this convicted
crim inal.

S incerely ,



D olores M. J o h n s to n  
RD ft 11 Box S73 

G reensbu rg . PA 15601 
(412) 8 3 4 -7823  
A u g u s t 3. 1996

RE: C ase  3 PA S.94-1013

To the  A laska D ept. O f C orrections and  to W hom  it M ay C oncern  (and Especially  
T hose  V ictim s of M urder):

T h is  le tte r  is  w ritten  in  to ta l d isg u s t of th e  C o rrec tio n a l S ystem  for ask ing  
to p lace  F ra n k  O sb o rn  on furlough an d  p lac ing  h im  in  th e  pub lic  w orkplace.

I feel h e  received a  l ig h t  sen tence  for M u r d e r ,  a n d  th is  offering of w ork  
privileges is  a  rea l s lap  in  the  face to m e a s  th e  m o th e r  o f th e  victim . I w as w ith 
th e  u n d e rs ta n d in g  a t  h is  sen tencing  in  M ay th a t  h e  w as to serve five (5) years  
w ithou t paro le — WHAT DO YOU CALL THIS?! M aybe all of the in te llec tu a l people 
h a v e  fo rgo tten  th e  b asic s  of conversation  a n d  s ta te m e n ts . They seem  to u se  
“excep t" , " i f ,  “o r” an d  “b u f  for all of th e ir  poor ju d g m e n ts  in the  c o u rt system . 
E x c u se s  for CRIMINALS.

C oncern ing  the  five (5) year sentence, m y h e a r t w as a t  ease  for a  while. How 
can  you  even  recom m end su ch  a  p lacem en t so so o n  a fte r  th e  se n te n c e  da te , May 
28, 1996? D oesn’t  the  Judge have th e  rea l say  so?! W hy b o th e r  hav ing  a  ju d g e  if 
a  le sse r educated  p e rso n  is going to override h i s /h e r  decisions. W hat a m ockery! 
Go a h e a d , give F ra n k  O sborn  h is req u est. It’s  y o u r p u b lic  su rro u n d in g s , not 
m ine. You can  release h im  if I agree or not. I only hope th a t  th e  nex t v ictim  of h is 
crimu. is n ’t  y o u r relative o r d a u g h te r. You'll get to  know  th e  w ord “h u r t ”. Do you 
k n o w  th e  m e n ta l  a n g u ish  th is  h a s  p u t  m e th ro u g h , p lu s  I’ve lost to d ay 's  w ages 
(8 /2 /9 6 ) . I also u n d e rs ta n d  a  release date  h a s  b een  se t for S ep tem ber 1997. T his 
is n o t five (5) years! If p u r s u i t  of th is  fu rlough  a n d  re le a se  d a te  is g ran ted . I fear 
th a t  a  m ed ica l d isab ility  m ay occur d u e  to th e  a m o u n t of s tre s s  I’ve en d u red , 
p u n ish m e n t m ore th a n  th e  crim inal F ra n k  O sb o rn  h a s  to  e n d u re  for m u r d e r .  If 
w o rk  re le a se  is  n eed ed  for finances, le t h im  w ork  in  th e  facility c lean ing  the  
re s tro o m s , etc ., b u t  h e  should ' rem ain  b e h in d  bars! He a lread y  h a s  th ree  (3) 
b a la n c e d  m eals , housing , etc. — b e tte r  th a n  m o s t po o r people -- m ore th an  a 
m u r d e r e r  deserves!!! I u n d e rs tan d  F ra n k  d id n 't  th in k  I w ould have a  problem  
w ith  th e  fu rlo u g h  req u est. Well. UI  DO"!!!

In  m y loving rem e m b ra n ce  of Lorie.

D olores M. J o h n s to n
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Thr Honorable Senator Rick Halford 
ut ‘te Capitol Room 121 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Re: SB 67

Deai Senator Rick Halford,

Victims «:»» Justice supports legislation that demands truth in sentencing. Victims of 
crime are overwhelmed by the criminal justice system as information is often with held 
from families because it might affect the integrity of the case. The victim must struggle 
with continuances and is often traumatized as they begin to understand the laws protect 
the defendants rights at the expense of tbc victims'. The victim’s day in conn finally 
arrives and the victims are permitted to give their victim impact statement as they 
anxiously await the sentencing. When the judge metes out the sentence a sigh of relief! 
Then the victim again becomes victimized when they realize that the defendant only serves 
a third of the sentence the judge imposes. Why does this court have to give the lay person 
misinformation? Why isn’t the court required to teli the sentence as it is meant. “Truth in 
sentencing would eliminate anotlior trauma from the victim.

Sincerely,
i

Janice Lienhart 
Executive Director

Providing services to survivors of hom icide \icdnu and physical assault
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Senator Rick Halford 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol (MS 3100) 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

30 January 1997 

Re: Senate Bill 67

Dear Senator Halford,

Today, I received a Senate Majority Fax regarding your Truth in Sentencing Act of 
1997. I heartily support your efforts in this regard. It has long been my belief that if the 
public realized just how little time convicted criminals were actually incarcerated for their 
crimes, that same public would be appalled. And being thus appallec., vould then rise up in 
righteous indignation and demand the changes that would return us to some common 
sense and sanity in our criminal justice system.

While many believe that our criminal justice system is broke and needs fixing or 
replacing, I disagree. I say there is nothing wrong with our criminal justice system and the 
principal behind it. The problem lies in how it has been perverted, and in some of the 
people who apply it.

Our criminal justice system is based on the idea that sufficient punishment deters 
crime. But that will only work if punishment is, in actuality, sufficient. It must also be 
both swift and sure. These days, it is none o f'he  above.

Your bill, if passed, will go a long way wward helping to insure that punishments 
are sufficient by shining the light of public scrutiny on the sentencing actions and decisions 
of judges. I suspect that they will be less likely to be lenient with the public looking over 
their shoulder.

Very Truly Yours,

P.O. Box 240487'
Anchorage, Alaska 99524-0487




