
A
A





. ♦.

T o n y  K n o w l e s
GOVERNOR

RO Box 110001 
Juneau. Alaska 99811-0001 

(907) 465-3500 
Fax (907) 465-3532

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

J u n e a u

January 16, 1997

The H onorab le M ike M iller 
P residen t o f  the Senate 
A laska S tate Legislature 
S taie C apito l 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear P residen t Miller:

As part o f  the budget package I am presenting to the legislature today, I am transm itting 
this separa te appropria tion bill fo r the sta te ’s integrated, com prehensive mental health 
program . I have included a  report explaining the d ifferences betw een the appropriation 
bill and the recom m endations o f  the A laska M ental Health T rust Authority.

This b ill p rov ides $114,993,700 for mental health program s th roughou t the state. Included 
in this am oun t is $6,097,200 from  the T rust A u tho rity’s au thorized  and adm inistration 
receip ts w hich would be adm inistered by various state agencies accord ing to the mental 
health bill appropria tions listed in Section 3. Section 2 o f  the bill p rovides that if  these 
mental health  tru st receip ts fall short o f  the estimates, the Section 3 appropriations will be 
reduced by the  am ount o f  the shortfall.

The m ental health  tru st litigation settlem ent included a requ irem en t th a t mental health 
program  appropria tions be nade through a bill separate from  the rest o f  the operating 
budget and consider the T rust Authority recommendations. This is die second year in 
which the au thority  and four beneficiary planning boards (the A dvisory Board on 
A lcoholism  and  D rug Abuse, the A laska Mental Health Beard, the A laska Commission on 
Aging, and the G overno r’s Council on D isabilities and Special Education) have worked 
together to develop recom m endations for the mental health program .

This bill reflects the progress being made toward a truly com prehensive and integrated 
m ental health  plan because o f  die partnersh ip forged betw een the state, the Trust 
Authority, the p lann ing boards and the mental health tru st beneficiaries.

S incerely

Governor




