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"An Act relating to authorizing the Department of Corrections to provide an automated victim 
notification and prisoner information system.”
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ST A T E  O F  A L A S K A  Bill Version: 3 3
1997 L E G IS L A T IV E  s e s s i o n  (S )  Publish Date:
Revision D a t e : _____________ 4/24/97________________________Dept. Affectem___________ corrections________
Title: Authorizing Department of Corrections to provide BRU: Administration and Support_______
Automated Victim Notification & Prisoner Information System________ Component: Data and Word Processing_________
Sponsor: Senator Ellis "
Requester: Senate State Affairs__________________________ COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 69b

F I S C A L  N O T E  j£ p  1 9 3 1 —

Expenditures/Revenues ( T h o u s a n d s  of Dollars)
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 98 FY 99 FY 00 PY 01 FY 02 FY 03

PERSONAL SERVICIS
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0

144.1 90.9 90.9 90.9 90.9 90.9

3.0

TOTAL OPERATING 150.1 93.9 93.9 93.9 93.9 93.9

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

ICHANGE IN REVENUES (1005 ) 0.0 93.9 93.9 93.9 93.9 93.9

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF 150.1
1005 GF/Program Receipts 93.9 93.9 93.9 93.9 93.9
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other
TOTAL 150.1 93.9 93.9 93.9 93.9 93.9

Estimate of any current year (FY97) cost: $ 0.0

POSITIONS
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS:_______ (Attach a separate page if necessary) _____ ____________ ____________________________________
This in form ation is the Departm ent's best estimate for system and operation costs of an autom atic v ictim  
notification system for A laska's prisons, jails, probation offices, and CRC locations. Exact expenditures would 
not be available until the Department received responses to an RFP for an automated v ic tim  notifica tion  system,

There would be no charge for notify ing  v ic tim s o f changes in prisoner's status. The estimated revenues shown 
are anticipated through fees charged to members of the public who wish to obtain additional in form ation such 
as bail costs, charges, v is ita tion , or in form ation on prisoners who have been released.

rreparea Dy: tsruce Hicnuras_____________   \  /_______  rnone: hoo-ju u /
Division: Office of the Commissioner v\Jou<ao-iqi£' T T  - Date: 4/24/97
Prepared by: Bruce Richards______________ ,________ 3______ \__ /_______  Phone: 465-3307

,  - H
Approved by Commissioner:________________________________________________ Date: 4,24/97
Agency:  Department of Corrections______

PREPAREH TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO G O VE RN O R'S  LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution information, call the Governor's Legislative Office

(Rev 11/95) 97fisno.xls/DBR 1 of 1



FISCAL NOTE

Revision Date:__________________

STATE OF ALASKA
1997 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

s a j ' I M . T  T g g f

No.
Bill Version:__
(S) Publish Date: - 7-7

Department Affected: Administration ______________
Title: "An Act authorizing DOC to provide an automated 
victim notification and prisoner information system"____

Sponsor: Senator Ellis___________________________
Requestor: (S) STA_____________________________

BRU: Public Defender Agency

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES:

Component: Public Defender Aciencv.

COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 1631

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 98 FY 99 FY 00 FY 01 FY 02 FY 03
P E R S O N A L  S E R V IC E S

T R A V E L

C O N T R A C T U A L

S U P P L IE S
E Q U IPM EN T

LAN D  & S T R U C T U R E S

G R A N T S . C LA IM S

M IS C E L L A N E O U S

TOTAL 0P..E&ATJNS— . . 0,0 0,0, 0,0. 0.0 00 ... 9,0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES. 0.0 JLfl. _£LSL Q.o

CHANGE IN REVENUES./— 1 _ojl JLSL JLQ. 0.0 _ao.

' "I'l'.VVYI! /hu__
1002 Federa l R ece ip ts

1003 G F  Match

1004 G F
1005 G F/Proaram  ReceiD ts 

1037 GF/M enta l Health 

O T H E R

_ ______ LI HYyySVlV0 VI fcfixiusHat -
11

___

TQTAL . . .......... .. . 0,0 0,0 ... ,. 2,0 ._ oB , .. 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY 97) cost: SJLQ.
POSITIONS:
FU LL-T IM E
PAR T-T IM E
T E M P O R A R Y ■ -------------------------

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)

The bill provides for an  au tom ated  victim  notification system . There is no fiscal im pact on th e  Public Defender 
Agency.

Prepared by: 
Division: __

Barbara K. Brink. Director
Public Defender Aaencv

Approved by Commissioner: Mark Bover 
Agency: Department of Administration

Phone: 
Date: _

(907) 264-4414

z

Rev: 11/96

P R E P A R E R  T O  P R O V ID E  ALL DISTRIBUTION C O P I E S  TO  G O V E R N O R 'S  LEGISLATIVE O F F IC E
F o r  fu r the r  distribution information, call th e  G o v e rn o r ’s  L eg is la tive  Office

P a g e  1 of _ L



1997 LEGISLATIVE SESSION “  Publi'shbaie / l
Revision Date: _________________________________  Dept. Affected: P ub lic  S a fe ty
Title: Automated victim notification system__________  BRU:

__________________________________________  Component:
Sponsor: Senator Ellis_______________________

F I S C A L  N O T E  S ~ c 3 f f i O L J M  -

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NCNo' —

CD VS A
CD VS A

Requestor S.STA COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 0521

DPFRATING FYQfl FY 99 FY on fy m FV 02 FY 03
PFRSONAI SFRVICFS
TRAVFI
CONTRACTLJAI
StiPPI IPS
FOIIIPMFNT
I AND A STRIJCTIJRFS
GRANTS (1! AIMS
MISCFI ! ANFOIJS
TOTAI OPFRATING . . . .  a n n n n _ _ a

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES. n 0 n n o ! 0 I

CH A N G E  IN  R E V E N U E S (  ) 0 0 0 0 0 0
R a v a n o a  C o d a

FUNDING: (Thousands o f Dollars)
10 0 ?  Fede ra l Rece ip ts
1003  G F Match
10 04  GF
1005  G F /P rog ram  Receip ts •
100R GF/MHTIA
Other
TOTAL ...................... Q_ 0 0 0 Q n

Estimate of current year (FY 97) impact: $ ____0.

POSITIONS:
F ill 1 -T IMF 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART-T IM F 0 0 0 0 0 0
TFM PO RA RY 0 0 0 . . Q 0.. 0

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)

This bill has no fiscal impact on the Council on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault.

Prepared By: Jayne E. Andreen, Executive Director_____________________ Phone: 907-465-4356
Division: Council on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Date: 4/15/97

Approved by Commissioner: O  Date: ________
Agency: Ronald L. Otte, Dept, of Public Safety________

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE

F o r  fu r ther  dis tribution information call th e  G o v e r n o r 's  Leg isla tive  Office
Rev 11/94 P a g e  1 of I



L E G A L  S E R V I C E S

DIVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY

(907) 465-3867 or 465-2450 STATE OF ALASKA
FAX (907) 465-2029 130 Seward Street, Suite 409
Mail Stop 3101 Juneau, Alaska 99801-2105

M E M O R A N D U M A p ri l  2b , 199*5

SU B JEC T:

TO :

FR O M :

CSSB 25(JUD)

Senator Robin Taylor, Chair 
Senate Judiciary Committee 
Attn: Laura

Pamela Finley 
Revisor o f Statutes

SC'-’ Y.'rr • " / JCF

A m e n o n iu iii ivuniOci. I 
Bill Number: Sfi.2 5

Sponsor: TW r . j  D a le l 's iT k  1
M■ • R./-
~ r
0

u>(u c I j jcc Iu h i  a d o '  to  c(

Enclosed is CSSB 25(JUD), which passed out o f the Senate Judiciary Committee today. 
Because the committee changed "may" to "shall" in several places, several other conforming 
changes ought to be made to the bill:

Page 2, line 4.

Delete "authorized"
Insert "required"

Page 2, lines £ - 9 :

Delete "if such a system has been established by the commissioner"
Insert "established"

Requests for changes on the bill should still be addressed to Jerry Luckhaupt; I am writing 
this only because Jerry is so busy today.

PF:glc
97-280.glc

C O P Y



p .o .  Box lu r a i s n
A nchorage . A la sk a  !)!)511)-(i(in0 
Telephone: (007)
F;l\ :  (007) B 4B-4499

R i c k  M i / s t r o m ,  M a y o r  

o it k  M o r  n il-  m ayou

A pril 25, 1997

Senator B ert Sharp 
S tate Capitol, Room  516 
Juneau, A laska 99801-1182

Re: Senate Bill 25

D ear Senator Sharp:

I urge your support o f  Senate Bill 25 providing for a statewide autom ated victim  notification 
system . The victim s o f  violent crim e and sex offenses deserve a crim inal ju s tice  system  
responsive to their needs and concerns; passage o f  the VINE legislation w ill provide this.

W hen the legislature passed the D om estic V iolence A ct o f  1996, it im posed a burden on 
prosecutors to "m ake reasonable efforts to im m ediately notify the alleged victim  o f  the 
release [o f the defendant] and to furnish the alleged victim  w ith a copy o f  the o rder setting 
any conditions o f  release." This task can only be reasonably accom plished A :ough 
im plem entation o f  an autom ated victim  notification system.

T he V IN E system  has proven effective in 12 states. The State o f A laska should be cm the 
cutting edge o f  increasing responsiveness to victim  concerns. We should not lag behind in 
this area.

As co -chair o f  the Senate F inance C om m ittee, your support w ould be instrum ental in 
achieving the passage o f  this bill. Y our support will be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

M ayor o f  A nchorage

M u n i c i p a l i t y
f *

O i

A n c h o r a g e



M u n i c i p a l i t y

A n c h o r a g e

o f

P.O. Box lgfffinO
Anclineage. A laska 99ol9-(5(550
Telephone: (907) A-W-4250

R i c k  M i / s t r o m .  M a y o r

i)i:i*ARTMf..vr or i.au
OII'icc mI ' ih e  lY o isocu tiir  
WO I. S tr e e t . S u it e  ICO

M a rc h  19, 1997

S e n a to r  B er t  S h a rp  
S ta te  C ap i to l ,  R o o m  516  
Ju n eau , A la s k a  9 9 8 0 1 -1 1 8 2

D e ar  S e n a to r  B er t  Sh a rp ;

I a m  w ri t in g  o n  b e h a lf  o f  the  M u n ic ip a l  P ro se cu to rs  O ffice, the  M u n ic ip a l i ty  o f  A n c h o ra g e  and  its 
people , and  all the  v ic t im s o f  do m est ic  violence. I u rge  y our  support  for the p a s sa g e  o f  S e n a te  B ill  
25 and  the  a t ten d an t  ap p ro p r ia t io n s  bill.

S ince  the p as sa ge  o f  the  D o m e s t ic  V io le n ce  P ro tec t io n /V ic t im  P ro tec tion  ac t  o f  1996, p a r t icu la r ly  
the  a m e n d m e n t s  to A S  12 .30 .027 , P ro se cu to r  and  D is tric t  A tto rn ey  o ff ices  a ro u n d  the  s ta te  .have 
b ee n  c h a rg e d  w i th  a  re sp o n s ib i l i ty  w e  s im p ly  c an n o t  m e e t  th is  in a n y  m e a n in g fu l  m an n er .

W h e n  a  p e r s o n  is re leased  from  c u s to d y  u n d e r  (a) o f  this se c t io n  
( ta i l ) ,  f rom  a  correctiona l facility, the correctional facility shall no tify  
th e  p ro se c u t in g  a u th o r i ty  and  the p ro se cu t in g  au thority  shall  m a k e  
re a so n a b le  e ffo rts  to im m ed ia te ly  no tify  the  a lleged  v ic t im  o f  the  
re lease , a n d  lo fu rn ish  the  a lleged  v ic t im  w i th  a c o p y  o f  the  o rd e r  
se t t in g  a n y  co n d i t io n s  o f  re lease .

A s  th ings s tan d  now , there  s im p ly  are no  reasonable  efforts  w e  can m a k e  to im m e d ia te ly  no ti fy  the 
v ic t im  i f  a  d e fen d an t  m a k es  bail at 2 :00  o r  3 :00 <‘n the m orn ing , w h ich  is w h e n  m o s t  o f  these  arrests 
arc  m ade .

A n a u to m a ted  and  s ta tew id e  v ic t im  notif ication  system  is the on ly  m ean ingfu l  m e th o d  o f  c o m p ly in g  
w ith  A S  12.30.027. I f  w e  are  to pro tect  the  victim 's o f  dom estic  v io lence and  rem ain  at the forefront 
o f  d o m e s t ic  v io len c e  p ro se cu t io n ,  this sy s tem  m u st  be  im p lem en ted .

A S 12 .30 .02 7 (d )(1 )  provide:

Joh n  M a rs to n  R ichard  
C h ie f  M un ic ipa l  P ro se cu to r

cc: S e n a to r  J o h n n y  Ellis



03/11/97 18:28 VICTIMS FOR JUSTICE
V I C T I M S

( 9 0 7 )  2 5 8 - 0 7 4 0

Courtesy of the
Office of Senator Johnny Ellis

P.  001

for JUStlCC 619 East Fifth Avenue • Anchorage, AK 99501 
(907) 2 7X-0977* Fax: (907) 258-0740

March 11, 1997

The Honorable Senator Lyda Green, Chair 
State Affairs Committee 
State Capitol, Room 125 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Green:

I am writing to you to urge you to support the swift passage of Senate 
Bill 25 and Senate Bill 26: A n  A c t  re la t ing  in  a u th o r iz in g  the D epa rtm en t o f  
C o r r e c t io n s  to p ro v id e  an  au tom ated  v ict im s n o t if ica t ion  a n d  p r is o n e r  
in fo rm ation  sy stem .

Alaskan families and victims of violent crime deserve to be recognized 
and assisted by Alaska’s Department of Corrections. In fact, in 1994, the 
people of Alaska overwkelmly passed at the state level, the Victims’ Bill of 
Rights. This Constitutional amendment makes explicit the right to be 
informed, present and heard at the same proceedings where the accused or 
convCted offenders have such rights. As you are aware, the Alaska 
Department of Corrections has statutory duties relating to crime victims, 
ranging from the notification of parole hearings; transfers to other facilities; 
an escape or release from custody to supervising restitution compliance. The 
Victim Information and Notification Everyday (VINE) computer system will 
enhance Alaska’s Department of Corrections relationship with the families 
and victims of violent crimes and will significantly increase compliance with 
the intent of these laws.

Sincerely, .

Janice Lienhart 
Executive Director

cc: Senator Johnny Ellis

Providing services to survivors of homicide victims and physical assault



S T A T E  O F F I C E

A l a s k a  P e a c e  O f f i c e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n

Business Manager

Joseph E. Yourg 
Anchorage

Board of Directors

Michael Cork.ll. P'es.cen; 
Fairbanks

Robm Lb’.vn. Vice Presiceni 
Juneau

Mike Grirres. Pas: : :esideni 
Anchorage

Ron 3elben, Merroer 
Kenai

Pres Kenai C-~.ac:e-
Leo Bracelet-.. Member 
Anchorage

Pres. Ancncrage Cr.zy.ar
Sam Sc.-,arcs. V e -c e r 
Palmer

Pres Ma'.-Su Chac:er 
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S;e'.e <a v.ara. Ve—cer 
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Pres. Caoitol Gty Chapter
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Pres. Wrangell Chaster
Leroy Mestas. Member 
Ketchikan

Pres. First City Chapter £

James See. Member 
Craig

Pres. Prince oI Wales Chapter

P.O. Bo< 240106 Anchorage, Alaska 99524-0106 Phone (907) 277-0515 Fax (907) 272-5355

January 17, 1997

Senator Johnny Ellis 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol (MS 3100)
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Senator Ellis,

On behalf of the Alaska Peace Officers Association, I 
would like to thank you for introducing Senate Bills 
25 and 26 relating to authorizing the Department of 
Corrections to provide an automated victim 
notification and prisoner information system and 
appropriations for the same. At a recent meeting of 
the APOA State Board, we decided to unanimously 
support this legislation. We believe that the better 
the communications are between Corrections, 
departments, municipalities and victims, the better 
the prevention of prisoner-related problems.

We encourage you to call on us when there are hearings 
on these bills, so that we may testify about the need 
for this legislation. If you need assistance as you 
shepherd these bills through the legislative process, 
please call me at 451-5316, or our business manager, 
Joseph Young at 277-0515.

Sincerely,

Michael Corkill 
APOA State President



b e t h e l  p u l i c e  © e p a r t n i e n t

P.O. Box 500 : Bethel, Alaska 99559 
543-3785

February 7, 1997

Senator Lyda Green, Chair 
State Affairs Committee 
Room 125 
State Capitol
Juneau, AK. 99801-1182

RE: Victim Information and Notification Everyday (VINE)
Senate Bill Nos: 25

Dear Senator Green,

The Bethel Police Department is very much in support of the VINE legislation.

We feel it is critical that the rights' of the victims of violent crime are defended. It 
is paramount to the well-being of every victim that they be notified of and have 
access to obtain information regarding the activities of the violent offender.

Gary K. Eilers 
Chief of Police

cc: Senator Johnny Ellis
Room 9 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK. 99801-1182



C i t y  a n d  B o r o u g h  o f  S i t k a

POLICE DEPARTMEN'

304 Lake Street, Room 102 » Sitka. Alaska 99835

Lynn F. La.Tim 
Chief cr Poiics

—usir.rSS /-.*•
r  / — / • * v.' .* 3

CD: S e n a to r  Lyda GP.ZSN, C h a ir
S ta te  A f f a i r s  C om m ittee

FP.OM: C h ie f  Lynn  LAMM, S i t k a  P o lic e  D e p a rtm e n t
D ir e c c o r  C h r is t in e  MCLEOD, S itk a n s  A g a in s t  F a m ily  V io le n c e

2 -0 5 -9 7

S u p p o r t f o r  S ena te  S i l l s  25 and 25 
S u o o o r t f o r  House B i l l s  47 and 43

s e n a to r  GP.ESN-

Tr.e S i t k a  P o l ic e  D e p a rtm e n t and S itk a n s  A g a in s t  F a m ily  V io le n c e  w o u ld  
l i k e  t o  j o i n t l y  e x p re s s  o u r  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .

A u to m a t ic  n o t i f i c a t i o n  w o u ld  be b e n e f ic ia l  t o  th e  d o m e s tic  v io le n c e  
v t o t im  ar.d th e  c o l i c e .  Im m ed ia te  n o t i f i c a t i o n  w o u ld  be v e ry  b e n e f ic ia l  
to  th e  v i c t im  a l lo w in g  s u f f i c i e n t  t im e  to  p re p a re  th e m se lve s  and fa m i ly  
members f o r  re le a s e  o f  an in m a te . F o r th e  p o l ic e  i t  w o u ld  mean t im e ly  
n o t i f i c a t i o n  to  th e  v i c t im  and a n o th e r  m ethod o f  n o t i f i c a t i o n  b e s id e s  
th e  c u r r e n t  m ethods o u t l in e d  ir .  th e  D o m e s tic  V io le n c e  P re v e n t io n  and 
V ic t im  P r o te c t io n  A c t o f  1355.

V.'e u rg e  passage  o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  on b e h a l f  o f  v i c t im 's  r ig h t s  in  
d o m e s t ic  v io le n c e  cases and as a c o n t in u a t io n  o f  l e g i s l a t i v e  e f f o r t s  
to w a rd  o r e v e n t io n  o f  d o m e s tic  abuse.

A
Lynn LAMM, C h ie f  o f  P o l ic e  
S i t k a  P o l ic e  D e p a rtm e n t

f

C h ris tin e 'M C L E O D l ,• D i r e c to r  
S itk a n s  A g a in s t  r a m i ly  V io le n c e

'u  r  I
y c'Ay? /  sJ
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W O M E N  I N  C R I S I S
Counseling and Assistance  

7 1 7  N i n t h  A v e n u e  • F a i r b a n k s .  A l a s k a  9 9 7 0 !  

( 9 0 7 )  4 5 2 - 2 2 9 3  • F a x :  4 5 2 - 2 6 1 3  - 1 - 3 0 0 - 4 7 8 - 7 2 7 3

F e b ru a ry  12, 1997

S e n a to r  L y d a  G reen , C hair  
S ta te  A ffa irs  C o m m it te e  
S ta te  C ap ito l ,  R o o m  125 
Ju n e a u ,  A K 9 9 S 0 1 - 1 182

D e a r  S e n a to r  G reen :

1 a m  w r i t in g  in s u p p o r t  o f  SB  25, “A n  A c t  rela t ing  to a u th o r iz in g  the  D e p a r tm e n t  
o f  C o r r e c t io n s  to  p ro v id e  an a u to m a te d  v ic t im  n o ti f ica t ion  and  p r iso n e r  
in fo rm a t io n  sy s te m ” and SB 26 , p ro v id in g  funding.

P a s s a g e  o f  and  fund ing  fo r  SB  25  will a l lo w  fo r  g re a te r  sa fe ty  for v ic tim s o f  
v io le n t  crim es. I t  w o u ld  save  v ic tim s f ro m  physical h a rm  and sa v e  lives. I t  s tan d s  
to  re a so n  that th e  s o o n e r  this bill b e c o m e s  law, th e  s o o n e r  can  this p ro te c t io n  be  
p ro v id e d .  T h e re fo re ,  I u rg e  y ou  to  fac il i ta te  b o th  bills’ p as sa g e  this session .

T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  cons ide ra t ion .

S incere ly ,

E x e c u t iv e  D i r e c to r

cc: S e n a to r  Jo h n n y  Ellis



Pam ela L utgen-Sandvik  
PO Box 878464 
W asilla, AK 99687-8464
2 D

February  4, 1997

S e n a to r  L y d a  G re en
C hair ,  S ta te  A ffa irs  C o m m it te e
R o o m  125
State  C ap ito l
Jun eau , A K  9 9 8 0 1 -1 1 8 2

D ear S e n a to r  G reen :

[ recen tly  read SB  25 a n d  SB  2 6  reg a rd in g  an  a u to m a te d  sy s te m  tha t  no tif ie s  v ic t im s  w h e n  the ir  
p e rpe tra to rs  have  been  re leased ,  t ran sfe rred  to a n o th e r  fac il i ty  o r  h av e  p o s ted  bail. T h ro u g h  the 
sy s te m , v ic t im s can  a lso  call to c h e c k  o n  the s ta tu s  o f  an  in m a te  a n y t im e  th ro u g h  an  a n o n y m o u s  
p ro ce ss  tha t p ro te c ts  the ir  safe ty . I fu lly  e n d o rse  this leg is la tion  a n d  e n c o u rag e  y o u  to co n s id e r  
a ff i rm a tiv e  a c t io n  o n  th is  bill.

T he  V IN E  sy s te m  is h ig h ly  co s t-e f fe c t ive  s in ce  it is en t i re ly  com p u te r ized . A s id e  from  th e  initial 
se t-up  and  d a ta  e n try ,  the  sy s te m  is e x t re m e ly  low -m a in ten a n c e .  C rea tin g  this sy s te m  o f  v ic t im  
n o ti f ica t ion  will inc rease  g rea tly  the sa fe ty  o f  those  v ic t im iz ed  by  v io len t  o ffen de rs  and  reduce  
s ig n if ica n tly  the o p p o r tu n i ty  for re -o ffen se  to v ic t im ized  fam ilies .

W e h av e  su f fe re d  s o m e  m a jo r  t rag ed ies  in  the p as t  year. W h ile  the  V IN E  sy s te m  will  no t  
am e l io ra te  all v io le n t  d ea th s ,  it h as  the po ten tia l  to p rev e n t  m a n y  and  m a k e  the  M a t-S u  B o ro u g h  
a s a fe r  p lace  for all o f  u s  to live.

S incere ly ,

P a m e la  L. S a n d v ik

CC: S e n a to r  J o h n n y  E ll is



J B  Tongass
M M  C O M M U N IT Y  C O U N SELIN G  CENTER

F e b ru a ry  5, 1997

S e n a to r  L y d a  G reen , C hair  
S ta te  Affairs  C o m m it te e  
R o o m  125 
S ta te  C ap ito l
Ju n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1 -1 1 8 8  .

D e a r  S e n a to r  Green:

O n  b e h a lf  o f  the  s ta f f  a t T o n g a s s  C o m m u n i ty  C o un se l in g  C e n te r  I am  re q u e s t in g  th a t  you 
s u p p o r t  S e n a te  Bill 25  and S e n a te  Bill 2 6  to  fund an  a u to m a te d  v ic t im  n o ti f ica t ion  sys tem  
called  V ic tim  In fo rm atio n  a n d  N o t if ica t io n  E v e ry d a y  (V IN E )  vvithin th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  
C o r re c t io n s .  T o n g a ss  C o m m u n i ty  C o un se l in g  C e n te r  w o rk s  w i th  th e  p e rp e t r a to r s  o f  
d o m e s t ic  v io len c e  and  sexual  a ssau lt .  O u r  p r im ary  focus in this line o f  w o r k  is v ictim  
sa fe ty  and  p e rp e t r a to r  accou n tab i l i ty .  W e  e n d o rse  V IN E  b e c a u s e  it e m p o w e rs  th e  victim. 
It g ives  v ic t im s access  to  in fo rm atio n  w h e n  they  c h o o s e  ra th e r  th a n  rely ing  o n  so m e o n e  in 
the  crim inal ju s t ic e  to  r e m e m b e r  to  no tify  them . I  e n c o u ra g e  y o u  to  p ass  th is  bill to  
p ro v id e  a  b e t te r  se n /ice  to  th e  v ic tim s o f  d o m e s t ic  v io lence  and sexual  assault .

T h a n k  y o u  fo r  y o u r  c o n s id e ra t io n  in this issue.

S incere ly ,

E x e c u t iv e  D i re c to r

cc: S e n a to r  J o h n n y  Ellis



a d v o c a t e s  f o r  v i c t i m s  o f  v i o l e n c e

P.O. Box 524 • Valdez, Alaska 99686 
24 H our Crisis Line (907) 835-2999 • Office (907) 835-2980

February 25, 1997

Senator Lynda Green, Chair 
State Affairs Committee 
Room 125, State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Green:
I am writing in support of Senate Bill 25 and Senate Bill 26. These bills would 

authorize the Department of Corrections to provide an automated victim notification 
and prisoner information system in the State of Alaska. This system is commonly 
referred to as “VINE." Victims of violence deserve prompt and accurate information 
regarding the status of the perpetrator, including release, transfer, posting bail, or 
escape. In many cases, this information may be a matter of life and death, especially 
in the cases of victims of domestic and sexual violence.

I appreciate your attention to this matter, and urge your support and the prompt 
passage of these bills. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Debra Pexa 
Executive Director

cc: Senator Johnny Ellis

M em ber • A laska N e tw o rk  on Dom estic Violence and Sexual A ssau lt •



f f r t

a d v o c a t e s  f o r  v i c t i m s  o f  v i o l e n c e

P.O. Box 524 • Valdez, Alaska 99686 
24 H our Crisis Line (907) S35-2999 • Office (907) 835-2980

27th February 1997

Senator Lyda Green, Chair 
Room 125, State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99081 - 1182

Dear Senator Green,

r am writing in support of Senate Bill 25 and Senate Bill 26. These Bills 
address the need of victims of violent crime to have t he right to have 
prompt accurate information about the status of the perpetrator. Information 
such as release, transfer, posting bail and escape affects victims deeply and 
ma\ in the case of domestic or sexual violence mean the difference between 
life and death. These Bills would allow the Department of Corrections to 
provide automated victim notification and prisoner information system in 
.Alaska (VINE). We need as a society, to ensure perpetrators are held 
accountable and victims are given the infon .tion needed to rebuild their 
lives safely.

T lease consider co-sponsoring Bill 25 and Bill 26, We need your support to 
see these bills are given prompt passage. Thank you

Catherine Vaara,
Direct Services Coordinator

cc: Senator Johnny Ellis

M em ber • A laska N e tw o rk  on Domestic Violence and Sexual A ssau lt



a d v o c a t e s  f o r  v i c t i m s  o f  v i o l e n c e

P.O. Box 524 • Valdez, Alaska 99686 
24 H our Crisis Line (907) 835-2999 • Office (907) 835-2980 • FAX (907) 835-2981

M a r c h  1 , 1 9 9 7

S e n a t o r  L y d a  G r e e n ,  C h a i r  
S t a t e  Affa irs  C o m m i t t e e  
R o o m  1 2 5 ,  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
J u n e a u .  A K  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  S e n a t o r  G r e e n :
I a m  wr it i ng  in  s u p p o r t  o f  S e n a t e  B i l l  2 5  a n d  S e n a t e  B i l l  2 6 .  T h e s e  b i l l s  w o u l d  

a u t h o r i z e  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of  C o r r e c t i o n s  to p r o v i d e  a n  a u t o m a t e d  v i c t i m  n o t i f i c a t i o n  
a n d  p r i s o n e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  s y s t e m  in  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .  T h i s  s y s t e m  is  c o m m o n l y  
re f er re d  to a s  “V I N E . "  V i c t i m s  o f  v i o l e n c e  d e s e r v e  p r o m p t  a n d  a c c u r a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  
r e g a r d i n g  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  p e r p e t r a t o r ,  i n c l u d i n g  r e l e a s e ,  tr a n s f e r ,  p o s t i n g  b a i l ,  or  
e s c a p e .  I n  m a n y  c a s e s ,  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  m a y  b e  a  m a t t e r  o f  l ife a n d  d e a t h ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
i n  t h e  c a s e s  o f  v i c t i m s  o f  d o m e s t i c  a n d  s e x u a l  v i o l e n c e .

I a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  to t h i s  m a t t e r .  I u r g e  y o u  t o  c o n s i d e r  c o - s p o n s o r i n g  
t h e  b i l l s ,  e n s u r i n g  y o u r  s u p p o r t .  T h a n k  y o u .

c c :  S e n a t o r  J o h n n y  E l l i s

M em ber • A laska N e tw o rk  on Domestic Violence and Sexual A ssau lt •

S i n c e r e l y ,

T a m a r a  M c C u r r y  
E v e n i n g  A d v o c a t e



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Senate Health. Education and 
Social Sen. ices Committee 

•
Senate Judteurv Committee 

«
Department ol Health and Social 
Service; Budget Subcommittee 

•
Department of Luv 

Budget Subcommittee

Sponsor Statement 
fo r

S ena te  B ill 25

A n A ct re la tin g  to a u th o r iz in g  th e  D e p a r tm e n t o f C o rrec tio n s  to  p ro v id e  an  au to m a ted  v ic tim
n o tif ic a tio n  a n d  p r iso n e r  in fo rm a tio n  sy stem .

P roper a n d  tim ely  n o tifica tio n  to v ictim s ab o u t the release o r e scap e  of th e ir a ttackers is a 
serious p ro b lem , b o th  n a tio n a lly  a n d  in A laska. In  N o v em b er 1996, A la sk a 's  p riso n s  an d  p re ­
trial facilities h o u sed  2,990 in m ates , 49% of w h o m  are  co n sid ered  v io len t. E ach day , ov er 600 
concerned  A lask ans call o u r  s ta te  in s titu tio n s  seek in g  in fo rm a tio n  o n  in m ates .

In o rd e r  to keep  crim e v ictim s in fo rm ed  of in m ate  ac tiv ity , a s ta te -o f-th e -a r t compute.-' 
system  called  V ictim  In fo rm atio n  a n d  N otifica tion  E v ery day  (V.I.N .E.) w as d ev e lo p ed . V.I.N.E. 
p rov ides tw o  im p o rta n t se rv ices w h ich  en h an ce  the vital link  o f co m m u n ica tio n  be tw een  the 
justice sy stem  a n d  v ictim s o f crim e.

First, the sy s te m  p ro v id e s  au to m a tic  no tifica tion  calls to crim e v ic tim s w h en  an in m ate 's  
sta tu s changes. If  an  in m ate  is re leased , transferred , posts bail o r escapes, V .I.N.E. places 
au to m ated  te lep h o n e  calls to all reg is te red  v ictim s w ith in  1 0  m in u te s  o f a ch an g e  in  the 
o ffender's s ta tu s . V .I.N .E. co n tin u es to call the v ictim s for 24 h o u rs  o r u n til a successfu l 
no tification  is verified  by  th e  v ictim .

Second, V.I.N .E. p ro v id e s  critical in m ate  in fo rm ation  24 h o u rs  a day , 7 day s a w eek 
th rou gh  the a u to m a te d  te lep h o n e  system . V.I.N.E. a llow s for a co n fid en tia l exchange of 
in form ation . V ictim s m a y  access in fo rm a tio n  on  a p r iso n e r th ro u g h  the u se  of a  pe rso n a l 
iden tification  n u m b e r, a n d  th ey  m ay  easily  en te r n e w  contac t n u m b ers .

In F eb ru ary  1996, th e  S tate o f K en tu cky  becam e the first s ta te  to  im p le m en t V.I.N.E. 
sta tew ide. D urin g  the firs t 90 days of op era tion , over 20,000 p h o n e  calls w e re  p rocessed . O ver 600 
victim s w ere  n o tified  b y  p h o n e  of im p e n d in g  in m ate  releases. T h ree  m o n th s  la te r, ov er 3,500 
successful n o tifica tio ns h a d  b een  m ad e , w ith  an  averag e  of 7 n ew  reg is tra tio n s  p e r  day.
C urren tly , the  V.I.N.E. C o m p an y  h as  co n tracts w i t : ov er 150 co un ties in  o v e r 12 sta tes in c lu d in g  
N ew  Jersey, Texas, C alifo rn ia , M ich igan , G eorg ia an d  F lorida.

Im p lem en tin g  V .I.N .E. w ill in c rease  sta te  co m pliance  w ith  the V ic tim s’ Bill of R ights, 
ov erw helm ly  p a sse d  by  the p e o p le  of A laska in  1994. The V.I.N.E. co m p u te r  sy stem  w ill enhance 
the Department of Corrections relationship with the families and victims of violent crimes.

I u rg e  y o u r su p p o r t  a n d  p ro m p t passage.

While in  Session:

State Capitol, Rm. 9
Juneau. Alaska 99S01

(907) -t65-3704
fax: (907) 465-2529

•
KJu/e in  Anchorage:

"16 West 4th Ave„ Ste. 440
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

(907) 258-8182 
fax:(907)258-5571

S e n a t o r  J o h n n y  E l l i s



C O M M U N I T Y  &  S H O P P I N G  N E

C r i m e  V i c t i m s  R e c e i v e  
W a r n i n g  T h r o u g h  V . I . N . E .

by Sen. Johnny Ellis (D) 
Senate District H

R e p r e s e n t i n g  S p e n a r d .  D a w n -  
to w n  a n d  S o u th  A d d i t io n

in December 1993, Kentucky 
resident Mirv Byron was murdered 
by her rapist just days after his re­
lease on bail. Neither Mary nor her 
family were aware (hat Mary's at­
tacker haj been released. Waiting 
for her outside the shopping mail. 
Donovan Harris shot and killed 
Mary. It was her 21st birthday.

In response ta Mary's death, a 
state-of-the-art computer system  
called Victim Information and No­
tification Everyday iV [ N E.) was 
developed ta .seep cnme victims 
informed of inmate activity. As ad­
vocates for victim s o f  violent 
cnme, Representative Alien Kent- 
plen and I hav e introduced compan­
ion bills in the House and Senaie to

authorize and fund V.I.N.E. in 
.Alaska.

V.I.N.E.'* computer system auto­
matically places cails to victims to 
notify them that their attacker has 
been released, transferred to an­
o ther fa c ility  or posted  bail. 
V.I.N.E. will continue to call until 
(he victims enter a code verifying 
that they received tbe message. Vic­
tims may also call 10 checic on the 
status of an inmate anytime and 
anonymously.

Early in me preparation o f the leg­
islation, the Alaska Peace Officers 
Association  and victim s rights 
groups announced their support of 
V.I.N.E. technology. In Anchorage. 
Victims for Justice. Standing To­
gether Against Rape (STAR), the 
Alaska Women's Resource Center 
(AWRC) and AWAIC endorsed the 
legislation.

If you would like to show your 
support for V.I.N.E., write or call 
your legislators and tell them to 
support Senate Rills 25 and 26 and 
House Bills 47 and 43. For victims 
o f violent crime, the successful pas­
sage of this legislation rr.ay mean 
the difference between life and 
death.

If you would like to discuss (his 
or other issues, you may reach me 
in Juneau by coiling (907)465- 
3704. I am aJso available via e- 
m ail at
Senator_Johnny_Ellis<3legis.sta 
te.ak.us or you may write to me at 
State Capitol. Juneau. Alaska 
99301. You may also send a free 
public opinion message (POM) by 
calling (907)253-31 l"l.

The A U slu  
B reast ancJ C ervica I C ancer  

Ea r Iy D etection P rogram

OFftns Cw.sctn ScnecvitQ  S env ic ts — AT iNO COST!

E liq ib ls  Wome .v :

2  M eer Income and »c,£ quideD-us.

T  r .u  nertim r I i ** i r > I hot ut

Community Council News
S a n d  L a k e
A representative from Old Se- 

ward/Oceanview Comm unity 
Council gave their top ten list o f 
why a prison has no place in South 
Anchorage to (he Sand Lake Com­
munity Council at the February 
meeting.
Eileen Jones from the Alaska Cen­

ter for the Environment was asked 
to give a btief report on new clean 
air standards. Also Sara Barton 
from HDR Engineering was invited 
to make a brief presentation on the 
planned extension o f city water 
service to the Sand Lake gravel pit 
area.

A legislative teleconference con- 
, rcied members with elected offi­
cials in Juneau and assembly and 
school board members spoke and 
answered questions.

T u rn a g a in
A legislative teleconference, as­

sembly update and West Side Com- 
m un ily  Patrol e le c t io n s  and 
financial repotts were among items 
on the February Turnagain Com­
munity Council agenda.

Brian Looney with CRV/ Engi­
neering was rsked to give an update 
to the council on the 36th Axenue 
storm drain project.

A questionnaire has been formu­
lated by the board so the public and 
the board can provide input to guide 
the council for the. xt year.

Representatives from People 
Mover (Anchorage bus system) ad­
dressed the council on plans to ex-

A  S p e c i a l  

T h a n k s

To Larty Baker. .Ann Alexan­
der and tbe staff at the Burger 
King on Dimond and Old Se­
ward.

We really enjoyed "Taku Night 
at Burger King." Your generous 
donation ro our PTA fund is 
greatly appreciated.

F ro m  th e  /a c u ity , s ta f f ,  c h i l ­
d re n  a n d  p a r e n ts  o f  T aku  E le-. . . . . .  c

J tend service to the Anchorage Inter- 
| national Airport. This discussion 
| will continue this month.
|
| S o u th  A dd ition
| A presentation by Dave Gardnor 
j o f Anchorage Parks and Recreation 
: on Valley of the Moon Park was 
: amongagendaitemsfortheJanuary 
1 South Addition Community Coun- 

cil.
I Legislative reports and a report by 
! Branch and Associates on the de­

velopment of a lot at 9th and L 
streets were other items.

! The 15th Avenue Project was also 
on the agenda for report and discus­
sion.

i
N o rth  S t a r
Elections for North Star Commu­

nity Council officers were sched­
uled for the late February North 
Star Community Couocil meeting. 
The officers ire president, vice- 
president. treasurer, recording sec­
retary and corresponding secretary.
Also on that agenda was a Village 

Charter School presentation, dis- 1 
cussion o f school bonds, telecon- I 
lerence with legislators and a report 
of the summer solstice committee. | 

In a Vailey of (he Moon Park up­
date at (he late January council 
meeting, it was said that the rocket 
play equipment project is under­
way. Drawings were shown, a bid 
is to be awarded in late March and 
installation could begin In May.

Dave Gardner o f Parks and Rec­
reation explained the plans for Val­
ley o f the Moon Park, which have 
expanded from just adding a ball- 
field or two to an extensive master 
plan with pathways, picnic areas, 
soccer field, baseball Held and po­
tential skateboard park with off- 
street park ing . M embers 
commented on the design and de­
sire for a basketball court was ex­
pressed.
The council unanimously ap­

proved (he conceptual design and 
will hold a contest among area kids 
to name the rocket w ith acash prize.
Assembly and school board re­

ports were given. The current work 
is on the school district 97-93

last year due to opening c 
middle schools, instruc 
provement. high school t 
changing, and charter 
view and approvals.
A Community Dev< 

Block Grant writing cot 
being formed.
On air quality. Cheryl F 

described new particle m 
lations for diesel soot, wc 
etc. She stated that the pa 
scar lungs when breath' 
that past research show 
weather inversions ca 
bronchitis and asthma in 
Jo Fenec>- described th- 

Me Program at North St 
oouraged involvement 
council members ire alt 
ticipanng from 11:45 at 
p.m. each day of the scht 

Baxter Gamble encour 
tiripatton in a furd-raiset 
prevention and the Cnn 
program.
The Summer Solstice C 

is being formed to deal 
cams about the June 2 
parry in Spenard. Volu: 
needed and can call Gamr 
3309.
Persons interesred in th 

Creek Watershed Plan c 
notebook on tt by contac 
don Glaser, council presi 

Harriet Drummond led 
ing session so North 5 
make its contribution tc 
municipal comprehens 
Members volunteered a 
questions o f what they v 
about Anchorage, what th 
change and completed th 
"Wouldn't it be wondertl 
day Anchorage...?"

S o u th  A dditic
Discussions on Valle 

Moon Park in February', 
nity council meeting tnclL 
done by the Parks Depart 
lie League and the North.‘ 
mumry Council.
The Transportation Imp 

Plan was discussed as wa 
Avenue project,

D o w n t o w n

M A R C H ,  > 9 9 7  V O L U M E  1 0 ,  N o J

Campbell

Tum»5«Jn

Downtown 

North Star



»

: :.■••• y*:.\ • : y  •••••■•••: y  • y  • • • V * ??, >:: v ’:'-’ V-w «* r ■

General VINE”1 Information

Interactive Systems was formed in 1992 to develop automated systems 
utilizing computer tecluiology and telephone equipment.

In January o f 1994 Interactive Systems cooperated with JefFerson Comity 
officials to study automated tecluiology and victim notification.

In January o f 1995 due to the success o f the VINE™ program, Interactive 
Systems reformatted to focus exclusively on the VINE™ system and 
automated notification. A dba (doing business as), The VINE™ Company, 
was selected as the new name.

VINE™ program cost includes a low start-up fee and a monthly service 
component. Several funding options, including stale and federal grants, are 
available.

Cost is based on inmate population, notification needs and optional 
parameters. Each program is unique and developed specifically for each 
comm unity.

All inmate information accessed tlirough VINE™ is public information. 
VINE™ differs from other notification programs by providing an automated, 
rather than manual, method of victim notification.

Currently, the VINE™ Company has contracts with over 150 counties hi over 
12 states including Kentucky, New Jersey, Texas, California, Michigan, 
Georgia and Florida.

The VINE™ system received national recognition as the only automated 
program for victim information and notification.

ThtVIUE Company



VINE™ is a fu lly au to m a ted  se rv ice  th a t a le r ts  victim s upon th e  re lease  o f  an  
in m ate  and  p rov ides v ita l custo dy  s ta tu s  in fo rm ation  via the telephone.

How VINE™ works
A  centra lized  c o m p u te r  sy s tem  loca ted  in Louisville, K e n tu c k y  con s tan tly  m o n i to rs  
inm ate  activ ity  a t  e a c h  jail o r  p r iso n  site.

W h e n  an  inm ate  has  a  c h a n g e  in sta tus, VINE™  reac ts  im m ediate ly  to  c o n ta c t  all 
reg is tered  victims. T e le p h o n e  calls con tinue  fo r  2 4  h o u rs  o r  until a  successfu l  
no tif ication  is verified.

How Victims R egister
V ictim s reg is te r  w i th  VINE™  by calling a  local access  te lep h o n e  n u m b e r  and  
fo llow ing tne  p ro m p ts  g iven  by the  c o m p u te r  S o m e  com m u n ities  m ay  o p t  to  have  
victims au to m a tica l ly  reg is te red  by the  a rresting  agency  involved  w ith  the  case.

A  persona l  iden tif ica tion  n u m b e r  (P IN )  fo r  each  v ictim  is req u e s ted  by VINE™  .

T h e  P IN  num ber, e n te re d  by a  victim a fte r  a notification, confirm s a  successfu l  
con tac t.

Benefits of Im plem enting VINE™ for a Victim
R eg is te red  p e rso n s  a re  au tom atica l ly  called by VINE™ within  ten  m in u tes  o f  
an inm ate  t ran sfe r  o r  release.

Vital inm ate  in fo rm atio n  is con t inuous ly  available th rou g h  the  VINE™  info rm ation  
hotline.

VINE™  allow s fo r  confidentia l  inform ation  exchange. V ictim s do  n o t  h av e  to 
reveal the ir  identity  w h e n  reg is ter ing  o r  access ing  inm ate  sta tus.

V ictim s can  reg is te r  a l te rn a te  te lephone  num bers  w ith  VINE™  and can  easily 
e n te r  a  n e w  te lep h o n e  n u m b e r  i f  the re  is a  cha;, ' e  o f  address.

F or Prosecutors and  Ja il A dm inistrators
VINE™  has le t te r  g en e ra t in g  capabilities and  is available in m ultip le  languages.

T h e  cen tra lized  call c e n te r  is m on ito red  24  hours  a  day, 7 days a w eek . 
N o tif ica tio n  is efficient and  reliable.

All te lep h o n e  calls a n d  le tters  a re  docum en ted .

A  co m p le te  aud it  trail o f  VINE™  activity is readily available.

A VINE™ p ro g ram  can be custom ized to m eet the needs o f each  com m unity .

The VINE Cotnpiny
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V IN E™  is a ground brealdng  system  fo r Victim A ssistance and
Notification P ro g ram s around  the country. I t 's  cu rren t design includes
features such as:

• Full in tegration  with the existing Jail or Prison Information System. This 
means no additional workload for data input personnel.

• A utom ated Dial in Q uery  o f Inm ate  Status. The system will support an 
incoming lire  which allows a victim to query the status of an inmate.

• A utom ated R egistration o f Victim s via any telephone using a 
combination of advanced Voice Recognition technology. This method is 
far superior to those requiiing alphanumeric data to be typed into the 
telephone handset.

• L ette r G eneration  for notifying victims o f upcoming parole board 
hearings and other emergency situations.

• A dvanced Voice Recognition Technology. This feature increases the 
usability o f the system by allowing access to 30% o f the population which 
do not have a touch tone telephone. All users will find this registration 
approach much simpler and quicker.

• A utom ated N otification to two different phone numbers per victim. This 
function will provide an automated voice message once contact is made.

• M essage C onfirm ation  ensures that the message was delivered to the 
proper person.

• C om plete A udit R eports which display daily activity on a per day or per 
case basis. These audit reports will be quickly recalled to a printer or 
CRT to review the systems performance.

•  Foreign Language C apabilities available upon request.



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Senate Health, Education and 
Social Services Committee 

•
Senate Judiciary Committee

a

Department of Health and Social 
Services Budget Subcommittee 

•
Department of Law 

Budget Subcommittee

Sponsor Statement 
for

S ena te  Bill 25

A n Act re la tin g  to  a u th o r iz in g  th e  D e p a r tm e n t o f C orrec tio ns to  p ro v id e  an  au to m a ted  v ictim
n o tif ic a tio n  an d  p r iso n e r  in fo rm a tio n  sy stem .

P rop er a n d  tim ely  no tifica tion  to v ictim s ab ou t the release o r  escap e  of th e ir a ttackers is a 
serious p ro b lem , b o th  n a tio n a lly  a n d  in  A laska. In  N o v em b er 1996, A lask a 's  p riso n s  an d  p re­
trial facilities h o u sed  2,990 in m ates , 49% of w hom  are considered  v io len t. Each day , ov er 600 
concerned  A lask ans call o u r  s ta te  in s titu tio n s  seek ing  in fo rm atio n  on  in m ates .

In o rd e r  to  keep  crim e v ictim s in fo rm ed  o f in m ate  activ ity , a  s ta te -o f-th e-a rt co m p u te r 
system  called  Victim. In fo rm atio n  a n d  N otifica tion  E v ery day  (V.I.N.E.) w as dev elo p ed . V.I.N.E. 
p ro v id es tw o  im p o rta n t serv ices w h ich  en h an ce  the v ital link  o f co m m u n ica tio n  be tw een  the 
justice system  a n d  v ictim s o f crim e.

First, the  sy stem  p ro v id e s  au to m atic  no tification  calls to crim e v ic tim s w h en  an irm a te 's  
sta tus changes. If an  in m ate  is re leased , tra n sf trre d , posts bail o r escapes, V.I.N.E. places 
au tom ated  te lep h o n e  calls to  all reg is te red  v ictim s w ith in  1 0  m in u tes  o f a ch ang e  in  the 
offender's s ta tu s . V.I.N.E. co n tin u es to  call the victim s for 24 h o u rs  o r u n til a  successfu l 
no tification is v e rified  b y  th e  victim .

Second, V.I.N.E. p ro v id e s  critical in m ate  in form ation  24 h o u rs  a d ay , 7 day s a w eek 
th rou gh  the a u to m a te d  te lep h o n e  system . V.I.N.E. allow s fo r a con fid en tia l ex change of 
in form ation . V ictim s m ay  access in fo rm atio n  on  a p riso n er th ro u g h  th e  u se  o f a p e rso n a l 
identification  n u m b er, a n d  th ey  m ay  easily  en te r new  contac t n u m b ers .

In F eb ru ary  1996, the  S tate  of K entucky  becam e the first s ta te  to  im p le m en t V.I.N.E. 
statew ide. D urin g  the first 90 day s of opera tion , ov er 20,000 p h o n e  calls w ere  p rocessed . O ver 600 
victim s w ere  n o tified  b y  ph or.e  o f im p en d in g  in m ate  releases. T h ree  m o n th s  la ter, ov er 3,500 
successful no tifica tions h a d  b een  m ad e , w ith  an  average of 7 n ew  reg is tra tio n s p e r  day.
C urren tly , the V.I.N.E. C o m p an y  h a s  con tracts w ith  over 150 coun ties in  ov er 12 sta tes in c lud ing  
N ew  Jersey, Texas, C alifo rn ia , M ichigan , G eorgia an d  Florida.

Im p lem en tin g  V.I.N .E. w ill in crease  sta te  com pliance w ith  th e  V ictim s' Bill o f R ights, 
overw helm ing ly  p assed  b y  the p eo p le  of A laska in  1994. T he V.I.N.E. co m p u te r  system  w ill 
enhance the D ep a rtm e n t o f C o rrec tio n s  re la tio n sh ip  w ith  th e  fam ilies a n d  v ictim s of v io len t 
crim es.

I u rg e  y o u r s u p p o r t an d  p ro m p t passage.

wnw in jtssi on;
State Capitol, Rm. 9 

Juneau, Alaska 99801 
(907) 485-3704 

fax: (907) 465-2529 
•

lf7iife in Anchorage:
~16 WesMth Ave., Ste +10 
.Anchorage, .Alaska 99501 

(907) 258-8182

S e n a t o r  J o h n n y  E l l i s

♦ fc
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: V I N E ™  - S y s t e m ^ ^  F a c t s  ; ■ ■

VINE™ is a fu lly au to m a ted  se rv ice  th a t  a le r ts  v ic tim s upon th e  re lease of an 
in m a te  an d  p ro v id es  v ita l custody s ta tu s  in fo rm ation  v ia  th e  telephone.

How VINE™ w orks
A  cen tra l ized  c o m p u te r  sys tem  loca ted  in Louisville , K e n tu c k y  constan tly  m onito rs  
in m a te  ac t iv i ty  a t  e ach  jail o r  prison  site.

W h e n  an  in m a te  has  a  chang e  in sta tus, y iN E ™  rea c ts  im m ediately  to  c o n tac t  all 
reg is te red  v ic t im s. T e lep h o n e  calls con t inu e  fo r  2 4  h o u rs  o r  until a successful 
no ti f ica t ion  is verified.

How Victim s R egister
V ictim s re g is te r  w ith  VINE™  by calling a local access  te lep h o n e  num ber and 
fo llow ing  tn e  p ro m p ts  g iven  by the  com p u te r .  S o m e  com m u nities  m ay  op t  to have 
v ic tim s a u to m a tic a l ly  reg is te red  by the  a rres t ing  a g e n cy  involved w i th  the case.

A  p erso na l  iden tif ica t ion  n u m ber  (P IN )  fo r  e ach  victim is req u es ted  by  VINE™ .

T h e  PEN n u m b e r ,  en te red  by a victim a fte r  a notif ication , confirm s a successful 
c on tac t .

Benefits of Im plem enting VINE™ for a Victim
R eg is te re d  p e r s o n s  a re  au tom atical ly  called by  VINE™  within  ten m inutes o f  
an  inm ate  t ra n s fe r  o r  release.

Vital inm ate  in fo rm atio n  is con tinuous ly  available  th ro u g h  the  VINE™  inform ation 
hotline.

V INE™  a llo w s  fo r  confidential inform ation  exchange . V ictim s d o  not have  to 
reveal the i r  iden ti ty  w h e n  reg istering  o r  a ccess in g  inm ate  status.

V ic t im s  can  reg is te r  a l te rn a te  te lep h on e  nu m b ers  w ith  VINE™ and can  easily 
e n te r  a  n e w  te le p h o n e  n u m b e r  if  the re  is a  c h a n g e  o f  address .

F or P rosecu to rs and  Ja il A dm inistrators
V IN E ™  h as  le t te r  g en e ra t in g  capabilities and  is available  in m ultip le  languages.

T h e  cen tra l ize d  call cen te r  is m o n ito re d  2 4  h o u rs  a  day, 7 days a  w eek . 
N o t if ic a t io n  is efficient and  reliable.

All t e le p h o n e  calls and  letters  a re  d o cu m en ted .

A  c o m p le te  aud i t  trail o f  VINE™ activ ity  is readily available.

A  VINE™ p ro g ra m  can  be custom ized to m eet the needs of each com m unity.

The VINE Company
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V IN E ™  is a ground breaking system  for Victim  Assistance and
N otification P rogram s around the country. I t 's  cu rren t design includes
features such as:

• Full in tegration  with the existing Jail or Prison Information System. This 
means no additional workload for data input personnel.

• A utom ated Dial in Q uery of Inm ate  S tatus. The system will support an 
incoming line which allows a victim to query the status o f an inmate.

• A utom ated R egistration of Victims via any telephone using a 
combination o f advanced Voice Recognition technology. This method is 
far superior to those requiring alphanumeric data to ire typed into the 
telephone handset.

•  L e tte r G eneration for notifying victims of upcoming parole board 
hearings and other emergency situations.

• A dvanced Voice Recognition Technology. Tins feature increases the 
usability of the system by allowing access to 30% o f the population which 
do not have a touch tone telephone. All users will find tin's registration 
approach much simpler and quicker.

• A utom ated Notification to two different phone numbers per victim. This 
function will provide an auto- uated voice message ouce contact is made.

• iMessage C onfirm ation ensures that the message was delivered to the 
proper person.

• C om plete A udit R eports which display daily activity on a per day or per 
case basis. These audit reports will be quickly recalled to a printer or 
CRT to review the systems performance.

Foreign  Language C apabilities available upon request.



Interactive Systems was formed in 1992 to develop automated systems 
utilizing computer tecluiology and telephone equipment.

In January o f  1994 Interactive Systems cooperated with Jefferson County 
officials to study automated tecluiology and victim notification.

In January o f 1995 due to the success o f the VINE™ program. Interactive 
Systems reformatted to focus exclusively on the VINE™ system and 
automated notification. A dba (doing business as), The VINE™ Company, 
was selected as the new name.

VINE™ program cost includes a low start-up fee and a montlily service 
component. Several funding options, including state and federal grants, are 
available.

Cost is based on inmate population, notification needs and optional 
parameters. Each program is unique and developed specifically for each 
community.

Ail inmate information accessed tl trough VINE™ is public information. 
VINE™ differs from other notification programs by providing an automated, 
rather than manual, method of victim notification.

Cuiren.dy, the VINE™ Company has contracts with over 150 counties hi over 
12 states including Kentucky, New Jersey, Texas, California, Michigan, 
Georgia and Florida.

The VINE™ system received national recognition as the only automated 
program for victim information and notification.

The VINE Campari/



03/11/97 18:28 VICTIMS FOR JUSTICE
V I C T I M S

( 9 0 7 )  2 5 8 - 0 7 4 0 P .  001

f o r  J U S tiC G  619 East Fifh Avenue • Anchorage, AK 99501 
(907) 278-0977'- Fax: (907) 258-0740

M arch 1 1 , 1997

The H onorable Senator Lyda Green, Chair 
State Affairs Com mittee 
State Capitol, Room  125 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

D ear Senator Green:

I am writing to you to urge you to support the swift passage of Senate 
Bill 25 and Senate Bill 26: A n  A c t  re la t ing  m  a u th o r iz in g  the. D epartm ent o f  
C o r r e c t io n s  to p ro v id e  an  au tom ated  v ict im s not if ica t ion  a n d  p r is o n e r  
in fo rm ation  system .

Alaskan families and victims o f  violent crime deserve to be recognized 
and assisted by A laska’s D epartm ent o f Corrections. In fact, in 1994, the 
people o f Alaska overwhelmly passed at the state level, the Victim s’ Bill o f 
Rights. This Constitutional am endment makes explicit the righ t to be 
in fo rm ed , p re sen t  and h ea rd  at the sam e proceedings w here the accused or 
convicted offenders have such rights. As you are aware, the Alaska 
Department o f Corrections has statutory duties relating to crime victims, 
ranging from the notification o f parole hearings; transfers to other facilities; 
an escape or release from custody to supervising restitution compliance. Tho 
Victim Inform ation and Notification Everyday (VINE) computer system will 
enhance A laska’s D epartm ent o f Corrections relationship with the families 
and victim s o f  violent crim es and will significantly increase compliance with 
the intent o f these laws.

Sincerely, .

Janice Lienliart 
Executive Director

cc: Senator Johnny Ellis

F o u n d i n g  u n i c e s  t o  s u r v i v o r s  o f  h o m i c i d e  v i c t i m s  a n d  p h y s i c a l  a s s a u l t
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January 17, 1997

Senator Johnny Ellis 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol (MS 3100) 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Senator Ellis,

On behalf of the Alaska Peace Officers Association, I 
would like to thank you for introducing Senate Bills 
25 and 26 relating to authorizing the Department of 
Corrections to provide an automated victim 
notification and prisoner information system and 
appropriations for the same. At a recent meeting of 
the APOA State Board, we decided to unanimously 
support this legislation. We believe that the better 
the communications are between Corrections, 
departments, municipalities and victims, the better 
the prevention of prisoner-related problems.

We encourage you to call on us when there are hearings 
on these bills, so that we may testify about the need 
for this legislation. If you need assistance as you 
shepherd these bills through the legislative process, 
please call me at 451-5316, or our business manager, 
Joseph Young at 277-0515.

Sincerely,

Michael Corkill 
APOA State President



M u n i c i p a l i t y

o f

A n c h o r a g e Rick Mystrom. M ayor

P.O. Box 196650 
Anchorage, .Alaska 99519-6650 
Telephone: (907) 343-4250

DEPARTMENT OF LAW 
Office of tho Prosecutor 
4U0 L Street. Suite 100

M a rc h  19, 1997

S e n a to r  L y d a  G reen  
S ta te  C ap i to l ,  R o o m  125 
Ju n e a u ,  A la s k a  99 8 01 -11 8 2

D e a r  S e n a to r  L y d a  Green;

I a m  w ri t in g  o n  b eh a lf  o f  the M u n ic ip a l  P ro se c u to rs  O ffice, the  M u n ic ip a l i ty  o f  A n c h o ra g e  a n d  its 
peop le ,  and  all the v ic tim s o f  d o m e s t ic  v io lence. I u rge  y o u r  support for the  p a s sa g e  o f  S e n a te  Bill  
25  a n d  the a t ten d an t  a p p ro p r ia t io n s  bill.

S ince  the  p a s sa g e  o f  the D o m e s t ic  V io le n c e  P ro tec t io n /V ic t im  P ro tec tio n  ac t  o f  1996, p a r t ic u la r ly  
the  a m e n d m e n t s  to A S  12 .30 .027 , P ro se c u to r  and  D is tric t  A tto rney  o ff ices  a ro u n d  the  s ta te  have  
b e e n  c h a rg e d  w ith  a  resp o n s ib i l i ty  w e  s im p ly  c ann o t  m e e t  this in any  m e a n in g fu l  m anner .

A S 12 .3 0 .02 7 (d )(1 )  p rov ides:

W h e n  a  p e rs o n  is re le a se d  f ro m  cus to d y  u nd er  (a) o f  this sec t io n  
(bail), from  a correc tiona l  facility, the correctional facility shall no tify  
the  p ro se cu t in g  a u th o r i ty  a n d  the p ro se cu t in g  authority  shall  m a k e  
reaso n ab le  efforts  to im m e d ia te ly  no ti fy  the a lleged v ic t im  o f  the 
release , and  to fu rn ish  the  a l leg ed  v ic t im  w ith  a copy  o f  the  o rder  
se tt ing  a n y  co n d i t io n s  o f  re lease .

A s  th ings s tand  now , there s im p ly  are  n o  reasonab le  e fforts  w e  can  m a k e  to im m e d ia te ly  n o t i fy  the  
v ic t im  i f  a  d efendan t m ak es  bail at 2 :0 0  o r  3 :00  in the m orn ing , w hich  is w h e n  m o s t  o f  these  arrests 
a re  m a d e .

.An a u to m a te d  and  s tatew ide v ic t im  notif ica t ion  sy s tem  is the on lv  m eaningfu l  m e th o d  o f  c om p ly in g  
w i th  A S  12 .30.027. I f  w e  are to p ro tec t  the v ic tim 's  o f  dom estic  v io lence and rem ain  at the forefront 
o f  d o m e s t ic  v io len ce  p ro secu t io n , th is  sy s te m  m u s t  be  im plem ented .

Sinc'aro1' '

J o h n  M ars ton  R ichard  
C h ie f  M unicipal  P ro se c u to r

cc: S e n a to r  J o h n n y  Ellis



jBethel police ©epartment
P.O. Box 500 : Bethel, Alaska 99559 

543-3785

February 7, 1997

Senator Lyda Green, Chair 
State Affairs Committee 
Room 125 
State Capitol
Juneau, AK. 99801-1182

RE: Victim Information and Notification Everyday (VINE)
Senate Bill Nos: 25

Dear Senator Green,

The Bethel Police Department is very much in support of the VINE legislation.

We feel it is critical that the rights' of the victims of violent crime are defended. It 
is paramount to the well-being of every victim that they be notified of and have 
access to obtain information regarding the activities of the violent offender.

Gary K. Eilers 
Chief of Police

cc: Senator Johnny Ellis
Room 9 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK. 99801-1182



C i t y  a n d  B o r o u g h  o f  S i t k a

POLICE DEPARTMENT

304 Lake Street, Room 102 ’ Sitka. Alaska 99335

Lynn F. Lamm 
Chief cf Poiics

c u s ir .e s s  / -< -5 2 -3  

—ax 14 1 * * u : o

.0 :  S e n a to r  Lyda GR-—N", C r.a ir
3 : a ; ;  A f f a i r s  C om m ittee

7ROM: C h ie f  Lyr.n LAMM, S i t k a  P o lic e  D e p a rtm e n t
D i r e c t o r  C h r is t in e  MCLEOD, S itk a n s  A g a in s t  F a m ily  V io le n c e

DACE: 2 -0 5 -3 7

5L=JEDC: S u o o o r t t o r  S ena te  B i l l s  25 and 25
S u o o o r t f o r  House B i l l s  47 and 43

S e n a to r  GREEN-

C.-.e S i t k a  P o l ic e  D e p a rtm e n t and S itk a n s  A g a in s t  F a m ily  V io le n c e  w o u ld  
l i k e  to  j o i n t l y  e x p re s s  o u r  s u p p o r t f o r  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .

A u to m a t ic  n o t i f i c a t i o n  w o u ld  he b e n e f ic ia l  to  th e  d o m e s tic  v io le n c e  
v ic t im  and th e  p o l ic e .  Im m ed ia te  n o t i f i c a t i o n  w o u ld  be v e r y  b e n e f ic ia l  
to  th e  v i c t im  a l lo v / i r .g  s u f f i c i e n t  t im e  to  p re p a re  th e m s e lv e s  and f a m i ly  
members f o r  re le a s e  o f  an in m a te . Fo r th e  p o l ic e  i t  w o u ld  mean t im e ly  
n o t i f i c a t i o n  to  th e  v ic t im ,  and a n o th e r  m ethod o f  n o t i f i c a t i o n  b e s id e s  
th e  c u r r e n t  m ethods o u t l in e d  in  th e  D om estic  V io le n c e  P re v e n t io n  and 
V ic t im  P r o te c t io n  .Act o f  1335.

v.’e u rg e  oassage  o f  c h is  l e g i s l a t i o n  on b e h a lr  o t  v i c t im 's  r i g h t s  m  
d o m e s tic  v io le n c e  cases and as a c o n t in u a t io n  o f  l e g i s l a t i v e  e r f o r t s  
to w a rd  o r e v e n t io n  o f  d o m e s tic  abuse .

Lyr.n LAMM, C h ie f  o f  P o lic e  
S i t k a  P o l ic e  D e o a rtm e n t

C h ris tin e 'M C L E O D l D i r e c to r  >- 
S itk a n s  A g a in s t  k a m ily  V io le n c e
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W O M E N  I N  C R I S I S
Counseling and. Assistance  

7 1 7  N i n t h  A v e n u e  * F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 0 1  

( 9 0 7 )  4 5 2 - 2 2 9 3  • F a x :  4 5 2 - 2 6 1 3  • 1 - 8 0 0 - 4 7 8 - 7 2  7 3

F e b ru a ry  12, 1997

S e n a to r  L y d a  G reen , C hair  
S ta te  Affairs  C o m m it te e  
S ta te  C ap ito l ,  R o o m  125 
Ju n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1 -1 1 8 2

D e a r  S e n a to r  G reen :

I a m  w r i t in g  in su p p o r t  o f  SB 25, “An Act relating to a u th o r iz in g  the  D e p a r tm e n t  
o f  C o r r e c t io n s  to  p ro v id e  an a u to m a te d  vic tim  no ti f ica tion  and  p r ison er  
in fo rm a t io n  sy s tem "  and  SB  26, p rov id ing  funding.

P a s s a g e  o f  a n d  fu n d in g  fo r  SB  25 will a llow  fo r  g re a te r  sa fe ty  fo r  v ic tim s o f  
v io le n t  c rim es. I t  w o u ld  save  victim s from  physical h a rm  and sa v e  lives. It  s tan ds  
to  re a so n  tha t  th e  s o o n e r  this bill b eco m es  law, the  s o o n e r  can  this p ro te c t io n  be  
p ro v id e d .  T h e re fo re ,  I u rg e  you  to facilitate b o th  bills’ p as sa g e  th is  session.

T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  cons ide ra t ion .

S incere ly ,

E x e c u t iv e  D i r e c to r

cc: S e n a to r  Jo h n n y  Ellis



Pam ela L utgen-S andvik  
PO Box 878464 
W asilla, AK 99687-8464
3 D

February’ 4, 1997

S e n a to r  L yd a  G reen
C hair ,  S tate  A ffa irs  C o m m it te e
R o o m  125
State C apito l
Ju n eau , A K  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 182

D ear S ena to r  G reen :

1 recen tly  read SB 25 a n d  SB  26  rega rd in g  an a u to m a ted  sy s tem  that n o ti f ie s  v ic t im s w hen  their  
perpe tra to rs  have  b een  re lea se d ,  t ransferred  to ano th er  fac ili ty  o r  h av e  p o s te d  bail. T h ro ug h  the 
sy s tem , v ic t im s c an  a lso  call  to c h e c k  on  the sta tus o f  an  inm ate  a n y t im e  th ro u g h  an  a n o n y m o u s  
p rocess  that p ro tec ts  the i r  sa fe ty .  I fu lly  endorse  this leg is la tion  and  e n c o u ra g e  yo u  to cons ide r  
a ff i rm a tiv e  a c t io n  o n  th is  bill.

The  V IN E  sy s te m  is h ig h ly  c o s t-e ffec t ive  s ince  it is en tire ly  com p u te r iz ed .  A side  from  the initial 
se t-up and  d a ta  en try ,  th e  sy s te m  is e x trem ely  low -m ain ten ance .  C rea t in g  this sy s tem  o f  v ic t im  
no ti f ica t ion  will in c rea se  g re a t ly  the safe ty  o f  those  v ic t im ized  by v io len t  o ffen de rs  and  reduce  
significantly  U .r o p p o r tu n i ty  fo r  re-o ffense  to v ic t im ized  fam ilies.

W e have  sufferc-1 s o m e  m a jo r  traged ies  in the pas t year. W hile  the V IN E  sy s tem  will not 
am elio ra te  all v h l e n t  d ea th s ,  it has  the po ten tial  to p reven t  m a n y  and  m a k e  the  M a t-S u  B oro u g h  
a sa fer  p lace  for all o f  us  to live.

S incere ly ,

CC: S e n a to r  J o h n n y  E ll is



J R  T o n g a ss
j S K  C O M M U N IT Y  c o u n s e l i n g  c e n t e r

F e b ru a ry  5, 1997

Senator Lyda Green, Chair 
State Affairs Committee 
Room 125 
State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801-1188 .

Dear Senator Green:

On behalf o f the staff at Tongass Community Counseling Center I am requesting that you 
support Senate Bill 25 and Senate Bill 26 to fund an automated victim notiScation system 
called Victim Information and Notification Everyday (VINE) within the Department o f 
Corrections. Tongass Community Counseling Center works with the perpetrators of 
domestic violence and sexual assault. Our primary focus in this Line o f work is victim 
safety and perpetrator accountability. We endorse VINE because it empowers the victim. 
It gives victims access to information when they choose rather than relying on someone in 
the criminal justice to remember to notify them. I encourage you to pass this bill to 
provide a better service to the victims o f domestic violence and sexual assault.

Thank you for your consideration in this issue.

Sincerely,

Bridget Crawford 
Executive Director

cc: Senator Johnny Ellis



a d v o c a t e s  f o r  v i c t i m s  o f  v i o l e n c e

P.O. Box 524 « Valdez, Alaska 99686 
24 H our Crisis Line (907) 835-2999 • Office (907) 835-2980

February 25, 1997

Senator Lynda Green, Chair 
State Affairs Committee 
Room 125, State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Green:
I am writing in support of Senate Biil 25 and Senate Bill 26. These bills would 

authorize the Department of Corrections to provide an automated victim notification 
and prisoner information system in the State of Alaska. This system is commonly 
referred to as “VINE." Victims of violence deserve prompt and accurate information 
regarding the status of the perpetrator, including release, transfer, posting bail, or 
escape. In many cases, this information may be a matter of life and death, especially 
in the cases of victims of domestic and sexual violence.

I appreciate your attention to this matter, and urge your support and the prompt 
passage of these bills. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Debra Pexa 
Executive Director

cc: Senator Johnny Ellis

M em ber • A laska N e tw o rk  on Domestic V iolence and Sexual Assault •



^  a d v o c a t e s  f o r  v i c t i m s  o f  v i o l e n c e

P.O. Box 524 • Valdez, Alaska 99686 
24 H our Crisis Line (907) 835-2999 • Office (907) 835-2980 • FAX (907) 835-2981

March 1,1997

Senator Lyda Green, Chair 
State Affairs Committee 
Room 125, State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Green:
I am writing in support of Senate Bill 25 and Senate B’ll 26. These bills would 

authorize the Department of Corrections to provide an automated victim notification 
and prisoner information system in the State of Alaska. This system is commonly 
referred to as “VINE." Victims of violence deserve prompt and accurate information 
regarding the status of the perpetrator, including release, transfer, posting L ail, or 
escape. In many cases, this information may be a matter of life and death, especially 
in the cases of victims of domestic and sexual violence.

I appreciate your attention to this matter. I urge you to consider co-sponsoring 
ihe bills, ensuring your support. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Tamara McCurry 
Evening Advocate

cc: Senator Johnny Ellis

M em ber * A laska N e tw o rk  on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault •



m a d v o c a t e s  f o r  v i c t i m s  o f  v i o l e n c e

P.O. Box 524 • Valdez, Alaska 996S6:
24 H our Crisis Line (907) 835-2999 • Office (907) 835-2980

27th February 1997

Senator Lyda Green, Chair 
Room 125, State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99081 -*1182

Dear Senator Green,

I am writing in support of Senate Bill 25 and Senate Bill 26. These Bills 
address the need of victims of violent crime to have t he right to have 
prompt accurate information about the status of the perpetrator. Information 
such as release, transfer, posting bail and escape affects victims deeply and 
may in the case of domestic or sexual violence mean the difference between 
life and death. These Bills would allow the Department of Corrections to 
provide automaced victim notification and prisoner information system in 
Alaska (VINE). We need as a society, to ensure perpetrators are held 
accountable and victims are given the information needed to rebuild their 
lives safely.

Please consider cosponsoring Bill 25 and Bill 26. We need your support to 
see these bills are given prom pt passage. Thank you

Catherine Vaara,
Direct Services Coordinator

cc: Senator Johnny Ellis

M em ber •  A laska N e tw o rk  on Domestic V iolence and Sexual A ssau lt *



Alaska Women's Lobby

P .O .  B o x  2 1 0 6 8 5  A n c h o r a g e  9 9 5 2 1  

2 1 1  F o u r t h  S t r e e t  S u i t e  1 0 8  J u r . e a u  9 9 8 0 1

p h o n e : 9 0 7 -5 8 6 -1 1 0 7  
fax : 9 0 7 -5 8 6 -1 0 9 7

POSITION STATEMENT

SB25/SB26: Automated V ictim  N o tifica tion /P risone r 
Iden tifica tion  System

These bills authorize and fund an automated victim notification system called Victim 
Information and Notification Everyday (V.I.N.E ) This system automatically places calls 
to victims to notify them that their attacker has been released, transferred to another 
facility or posted bail. Victims may also anonymously call to check on (he status of an 
inmate anytime.

We heartily support the goal of this legislation to provide an efficient and reliable 
method of notifying crime victims when the inmate has a change of status. Timely 
notification allows a victim to prepare for the perpetrator's release, which can 
sometimes involve taking lifesaving precautions. In addition, the burden placed on 
corrections and victim/witness staff, charged with responsibility for notifying the crime 
victim, is significantly reduced.

The Alaska Women's Lobby supports these bills and applauds this effort to make life a 
little safer for victims of crime. We urge prompt passage.
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KODIAK WOMEN’S RESOURCE AND CRISIS CENTER
P.O. BOX 2122. KODIAK. ALASKA 99615
Business Phone: (907) 486-6171 Crisis Line Phone: 488-3625 Fax: 486-4264

T O :  P e a s t o r  J o h n n y  E l l i m

FR O M : L e t i t i a  R a u b ,  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r
K o d i a k  W o m e n 's  R e s o u r c e  A C r i s i s  C e n t e r  
Po B o x  2 1 2 2 ,  K o d i a k ,  AK  9 8 6 1 5  
( 9 0 7 )  4 6 G - 6 1 7 1

R E :

D A T E :

S B 2 5  V IN E  

4 / 1 7 / 9 7

T h e  K o d i a k  W o m e n 'a  R e s o u r c e  A C r i s i s  C e n t e r  i s  a p r i v a t e  n o n - p r o f i t  
c o r p o r a t i o n  e e r v i n g  t h e  K o d i a k  I s l a n d  B o r o u g h .  O u r  p r i m a r y  m i s s i o n  
i s  t o  p r o v i d e  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  v i c t i m s  o f  D o m e s t i c  V i o l e n c e  a n d  
S e x u a l  A s s a u l t .  A s  a d v o c a t e s  f o r  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e s e  v i o l e n t  c r i m e s ,  
w e  s u p p o r t  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o l  o n  a u t o m a t e d  v i c t i m  n o t i f i c a t i o n  
s y s t e m  w i t h i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o r r e c t i o n s .  T h i s  s y s t e m  w i l l  
p r o v i d e  a n  e f f i c i e n t  a n d  r e l i a b l e  m e t h o d  o f  n o t i f y i n g  c r i m e  v i c t i m s  
r e g a r d i n g  i n m a t e  c h a n g e  o f  s t a t u e .  T i m e l y  n o t i f i c a t i o n  w i l l  a l l o w  
v i c t i m s  t o  p r e p a r e  f o r  I n m a t e  r e l e a s e  a n d  I n i t i a t e  s a f e t y  p l a n n i n g .  
T h e  s y s t e m  a l l o w s  f o r  a c o n f i d e n t i a l  e x c h a n g e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  t h u s  
v i c t i m s  w i l l  n o t  h a v e  t o  r e v e a l  t h e i r  i d e n t i t y  w h e n  r e g i s t e r i n g  o r  
a c c e s s i n g  i n m a t e  s t a t u s .

K a d i e k  W o m e n 's  R e s o u r c e  A C r i s i s  C e n t e r  u r g e s  t h e  p a e e a g e  o f  t h i s  
i m p o r t a n t  l e - g i m l a t i o n .

hT&MILIKA; AU*Jcj f*CC*»or%. o n  O o o x a lK  V )okt\C * a n d  3 c n i * l

A ? ? . - [ 7 - 9 7  THU 1 0 : 3 4  AM
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TESTIMONY SUBMITTED FOR SB25/V1CTIM NOTIFICATION SYSTEM

To: Senate S tate Affairs Committee

From: Brenda Wicffering, Executive Director 
W o m en ’s Resource  &  Crisis Center 
325 S. Spruce St.
Kenai, AK 99611
Phone: 283-9479 Fax: 283-5844

We fully support implementing a telephone victim notification system (VTNE) through the 
Department o f  Corrections. Such a system will strengthen the state’s corrn liance  with the 
recently passed victims rights constitutional amendment.

A VINE system will offer timely crucial information for victims to use in safety p lanning when 
their perpetrators are about to be released mom custody and carry out threats to harm them again.

Please enhance victim safety by supporting SB25. Lives m ay  literally depend on  it.

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration.

Sincerely,



TV" O’a Women's Coalition V (907)543-3752 8D 4/24/97 il> 3:07 PM Q2/2

Senate Bill 25 

Good afternoon

My name is Carmen Lowry and i am the Executive Director of the Tundra Women's 
Coalition. TWC provides services to victims of domestic violence and sexual assault in 
the Yukon Kuskokwim Delta. Thank you for this opportunity to speak in support of 
SB25. I am urging the Senate to authorize and fund an automated victims notification 
system called Victims Information and Notification Everyday (VINE) within the 
Department of Corrections.

This system is sorely needed to provide proper and timely notification to victims about 
the release or transfer of their perpetrators. VINE provides automatic notification calls 
to victims when an inmate’s status changes. VINE will continue to call victims for 24 
hours or until a successful notification is verified by the victim. That means if that guy 
who promised to kill you when he gets out is getting out, you will be notified and make 
all the necessary arrangements to keep yourself safe.

The bottom line for this legislation is two fold:
•It saves lives: timely notification allows a victims to prepare for an offender's 
release
•It saves valuable resources: the burden placed on corrections staff charged 

with the responsibility of notifying crime victims is significantly reduced.

I urge you to do the right thing, defend the rights of Alaska’s victims of violent crimes, 
and support the passage of SB25. Thank you.

Tim o -ro  pm
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B EV E R LY  B O W ERS 
P.O. B ox  907 
Nome, Alaska 

Phone and  Fax: 907-443-2865

F A X

DATE: April 23 , 1997 
TO: Senator Jo h n y E l l l i s  
FROM: Beverly Bowers 
SU BJECT: S B 2 5 - V I N E

( support tire passage  o f  SB25 - VINE. For the protection o f  victims o f  sexual assault 
and  domestic violence it is important that the whereabouts o f  the perpetrator is known.

- 2 H 7 W S D  7 : 1 7  PM 19074132855
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Falteatea (Imarlor) (IrtO Jair»* (Jam) Tharriauft (mi) 3jl*o (tal|
Udau (raal) KaHy. P. (W) Toohay (lob) Sterp («Kj)
Uaioriry {mjrj 1 (kor) Votay (<r«T) Taylor (lay)
MinarWy (nrr) I rtcrt (tet) V ra*m  (ail) TorgattOn (lor)

' 1___ KUCFW <tet>) Wla *(<) Zfcaroff (--,a)
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Please PRINT ihe information below.

■ '■To;') Put a 'Jin the appropriate box(es).
Cothi -neea

Com m unby A Ragkwud A bafr* (cr*J 
rin a n e a  (fin )
W aailh , = d „  & S od aJ  S en ne **  (h a s ) 
JwCle'-try (jud )
U v x y  A C cm m s rs *  (16c)
Raaoerces (rrs) 
flulas (rfs)
Stata Aftoirs (s ia )
T ra n sp o ra i lo n  '(.-a)
C lh e r .
O th e r

C s j c u s e s
*rc.Kvoc« (a-TO)
3 u *h  (b u t )
F a iisan ic j/ ln ta rlc r (!rn)
U a c u  (rr .s i)
Atajomy (m (r)
VMnohf/ (m tv ) _

House T imbers
Austerm an (a m )
9>m i (bar)
Bartuwftz (ber)
Brlea (bd )
Su nd e  (bun)
C ow dery  (cwd)
C ra ft (ciO)
Oairfas (dav)
O a v U  ( d a g )

Dyaon (dys)
Ellen (ad )
Foxier (hi)
G reen  (sm )
G o s s a n d o r f (g r j)
Hankr7  (hen )
H o c g r a  ( b e d )
H ud tan  (bod ) 
bon (i«re)
Jam a s  (jam )
Jcx>e p « )

S e n a t e  m e m b e r s
Ka l.y , P . (HI)
K am p lan  (ke rn ) 
K on rira j (ko ft 
Koo fcash (Vo * i 
Ko tl (ko t)
Kuoiru i (kub ) 
Martin (m ar) 
M assk  ( r r ^ |  
Mcmi (rrvae)
Mi. H e - (n x i )  
Nicboua (nc) 
Cgan (oga) 
P h i lip s . g .  ic n a ) 
p e rta r (per) 
B okeb e rg  (ra k ) 
fiyan (rya)
5 one era [ym] 
TNaniuil (tu) 
v s a e y  (v a i )  
V/ISama fvrJ)

A dam * (a d a ) 
Oor-Jay (cion) 
D u n c an (d u n ) 
01a (atl)
Gnaon (5<o) 
H aifo rd  (haJ) 
K a ftm an  (h o i) 
Keby. r. (W«l) 
Lairvan (Urrv) 
Lince fn (tin) 
Uec*u« (m ax ) 
M ita r (m i)  
P a m a l (p a r) 
P a a r ra  (o a a ) . 
P n tS p s . P .  (p ra ) 
S h o ts  (ah a ) 
T a y lo r ( la y )  
T c -g em on  (ter) 
W a rd  (w a r) 
WTVen (e ifr) *
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^Frgrnz^i Please PRINT the information below.
 ̂esaiy 4miKS* • • 7

L. 3urch 1
"*l1l,r "  loo West 13th Ave. A n c h o ra g e , AK ^5Sb i

i n i i J » > « « , » a i < l i i n i  mo— It mm

i s s s r m m  ^  m crisis B“% / 2 A / 9 7

•••• ••7o/-j P u t  a V i n  t h a  a p p r o p r i a t e  b c x ( e s ) .

C a i r a r f f l w a
H o m a r y n f c a S r u M T K m M f l

H  o r  S A u a m a n  ( « u a ) i u « y ,  A , ( U h A t u m *  ( a d o )
C s n v n u f l t f y  A  A o g l e n o t  A l t a i *  ( e r a ) O e m a a r t u g K o m p to n  ( W n ) D o m f y  ( d o n )
P i r r ' / i c a  ( f ln ) B o * o « * t  (b*r) K a tv r t n g  iX&) O tm e « r t  ( d u n )
M ' J l t h .  e ± ,  A  S o c u *  $ w l e « a  ( h o a ) G i f c a  (8*1) Xoekam  Q u u ) P O o ( o d )
. '  ^ i d t r /  Q u o ) S l n t a  f l a m ) K c s t ( t o C Q r e e n  ( g r e )
u t x x  A  C o r m r w r e a  ( t i c ) C-mdmy ( c w d ) X u b i n a  f c u b ) H a i f a * !  ( h a l)
f lM O U C W i  ( I « * | 0 * 1 ( 0 0 ) H v tn  ( m a r t H a r t m a n  (T loO

R u t w  ( r a ) 0 * w « ' t ( t t o v ) U u a k  ( m a s ) K e t t y ,  T . ( k * 0
S u r e  A t t a i n  (j u ) D e n i *  t . 'T g ) U a a o a  * r w a ) l e m a n ( i * m )
T i a n j p o r a a c n  < t r a | D y s x i f d y j J W U 0 o / ( ( T U ) I n c o O i  ( tin)

O t h e r . 0 t o n ( w o f f c r t o a  ( n o ) U a c r t a  ( m a k )
o tr .tr . A m t H O j a r t ( c g a ) « H * r ( r u i )

G r o a n  (O0t\) < N o k > « .  0 .  ( e n g ) f U M l l p W l

C a u c u s e s d r « * r « * r f  ( y a ) fv m tp o r ) Po*ro»(jyr*l .
a n c n o r a g a  ( * g « ) h t a r t e y  J * n ) (roi) Prmuot. R. (phi)

H o c g t n a  ( h o 0 ) 3 h » o )  ( a h a )

P o r C a n i t a i l n i a f W  ( tm ) H u d s o n  ( h u e ) W i t t e n  ( e a n \ T * y * o r ( t » y )

M a a u  ( m a i) IV w O x * ) T W r a j t  (By ) T c n g e r a o n  ((o r)

M a j o r i t y  ( r r v i J a m a i j v n l y*ah f  ( m i ) W a r t  ( w a r)

M i w n t y  ( n w ) A x i o O a ) 1' m u r j  <«wr) W n a n ( w t k )

S u b f e c h ]  F i l l  o u t  t h e  b o x e s  t x t l e w  Q Q  e n t e r  a  S u b j e c t
H9 S3 9e rvjmcv Suooort

5 3 Z 5
ard eft *ck on*: Qppaae

Amand
Off «MW«9anonrf5<4taa

(UO snof may morfV):

' M e s s a g e  '::-  Y o u r  PRINTED m a s s a g e  c a n n o t  e x c e e d  50 w o r d s  or c o n t a i n  a n y  v u l g a r  language.

A W A IC ’s prim ary concern is victim safety. Victims need to be able 
to begin to lead norm al lives. They can often only do this when they 
know the whereabouts of their perpetrator. Additionally, this bill will 
give a clear m essage to victims that the system is working for them 
and is on their side. Too often they are denied information about 
their perpetrator w hich increases their feelings of victimization.



l * ' - 4  S u n d a y ,  M arch  1 (j; 1997 • 1<- ..‘U .’. ' R-V U : ’UVr- ' /  ■ • L  K  • R  ^ T ’ l E ’ -'R ‘S ' ‘Anchoraga D a il^ 'N o w s y ^ j!>*•-n
w u m i r  u u im iu e i y " p i ' o v n i e  m o r e ' j o u s  a im  tm - 
c o m e  e v e n l y  a c r o s s  th e  b o a r d .  B y  t l ie  w a y ,  1 
a m  a c o n s e r v a t i v e  R e p u b l i c a n .

—  D ennis A d a m so n  
A n cho rage

C u t s  t o  F i lm  O f f i c e  c o s t l y
I ow n  a n i l  o p e r a t e  o n e  o f  A la s k a ' s  m a j o r  

s l o c k  p h o t o g r a p h y  a g e n c i e s  w h i c h  r e p r e s e n t s  
511 p h o t o g r a p h e r s .  F o r  th e  p a s t  s e v e n  y e a r s  
w e  h a v e  p r o v i d e d  n u m e r o u s '  a w a r d -w in n in g  
p h o t o s  f o r  th e  s t a l e  F i lm  O f f i c e ' s  a d v e r t i s i n g  
c a m p a i g n s  ( f i v e  b i l l b o a r d s ,  s e v e r a l  l o c a t i o n  
h a n d b o o k s ,  d i r e c t  m a i l  p i e c e s  a n d  m a n y  a d s  
in m o v i e  t r a d e  m a g a z in e s ) .  T h e  F i lm ,  O f f i c e - 
h a s  b e e n  a g r e a t  c l i e n t  o v e r  t h e , y e a r s .  ‘ ' 

I f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  b u d g e t  c u t s  g o  t h r o u g h ;  it 
w i l l  h a v e  a l a s t i n g  a n d  n e g a t i v e  e f f e c t  on  
m a n y  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s e s  a n d  o n e  o f  A l a s k a ' s  
l a r g e s t  i n d u s t r i e s —  t o u r i s m .  L a s t  y e a r  i t  c o s t ' ,  
th e  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  $ 2 6 1 , 0 0 0  to  o p e r a t e  th e  1 
F i lm  O f f i c e  a n d  it g e n e r a t e d  an  i n c o m e  o f ,  
n e a r l y  $ 3  m i l l i o n .  C a n  w e  a f f o r d  n o t  to  t a k e  ' 
a d v a n t a g e  o f . t h i s  f r e e  a d v e r t i s i n g  th a t  p r o - ,  
m o t e s  A l a s k a ?  ’•

T h e  F i lm  O f f i c e  h a s  a p r o v e n  r e c o r d  th a t  it 
is  a p r im e  i n v e s tm e n t ,  g e n e r a t i n g  i n c o m e  f o r  
A l a s k a n s  .a nd  a l s o  f o r  th e  s t a t e  o f  A la s k a .  
W i t h  th e  p r o p o s e d  b u d g e t  c u t s ,  w e  lo s e  a n d  
Ih e  s t a l e  o f  A l a s k a  l o s e s .  ! -

—  Ken G raha m , o w n er  
■ Ken G ra ham  A g e n cy  

. A n chora ge

t I * ; ' , i I j . r ; * '»t •’ «*• §•• ! rt
p e r s o n  p r e s e n t l y  hns n lp n r t i e i i l i i r .  cu ii f' in Ih e  
b o d y .  A p e r s o n  c o u ld  b e  u n d e r  th e  i n f l u e n c e  
o f . a n  i n t o x i c a t i n g , t l r i i g : i i t . t h e  l im e  o f  a . d r u g  
te s t  a n d  y e t  h a v e  . the  t e s t  r e s u l t ,  b e  n e g a t i v e .
. T h e  o n l y  r a t i o n a l  w a y  to  p r o m o t e  j o b  p e r ­
fo rm an ce  and s a f e lv  is t h r o u e h  n er fo rm an c e

i a l i v e
t im s  . w h e n e v e r ; ) - a j | . p e r p e t r a t o r ' s  s t a t u s ' ,  W e  
c h a n g e d . .  I f , , a n ' t i n m a t e  . i s  r e l e a s e d ,  t r a n s -  1101

ve, i .e . , t h e  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  v s .  . V e n e t l e . (v ^ . . , ”  
W e  N a t i v e s  d o n ’ t r e a d  in t h e 'h e w ip i t p f c r s W j& v  '■ 
■ d o  w e  s e e  on  t e l e v i s i o n ' a n y t h i n g  a b o u t - -. . ' in ­

f e r r e d ,  p o s t s ' b a l l  o r  e s c a p e s ,  r e g i s t e r e d  v ie -  . ,w h a t  is  r e a l l y  h a p p e n in g  to  us , t h o u g h  I k n o w ;
i a u t o m a t e d  a n d  th e  " n o u v e a u  r i c h e  P F D  A l a s k a n s "  a r e  int im s  w o u ld  b e  n o t i f i e d  t h r o u g h  a n  

s y s t e m  w i th in  m in u te s .
Thi* sv s tu in . r;illi*fl V ir lim  ln fnrm :iiinn  :mrl

d e n ia l  a b o u t  t h e i r  r o l e  in  a l l  o f  th is ,  w h i l e  w e  ; 
. " b r e a t h l e s s l y ' . ’ a w a i t  a n  A l a s k a  v s .  •V e n e t i e  • '•

ness , fa t ig u e / in ju ry ,-e m o t io n a l  d js t re s s .o r j i i - ' -, j.tims i 
toxicationif, F lv '  f;?,'-' J - ' ' •, ‘vyay- I 

,D ru g  te s t ing  is);t o,o 11 i tii j t e d ' a h'd fit n re l  i ab  1 e ; (t e r  in, 
i o i  be u sed  to 'p rom ote '  j o b ) | ) e r f dl-'nianccj'nnd cessfu  

ic sa fe ty . . .T h e  inv as  io tv 'o f ,)p t iv a cy

7

a n d  t h e i r  . c h i l d r e n  s t a y  o u t  
P l e a s e  c/.ilt y o u r  l e g i s l a t o r  ot 
i , s u p p o t -( f o r  S B . 2 5  a n d  1-113 

io i b e  u s e d  td 'p rd r i io ' te ' j o b i j i e r ' q i ' . n i n n c e y n n d y ' . ' c e s s f t i l  p. 
p u b l i c  s a f e t y . , T h e  i n v  a s  io  n :. ! o  f j ;  p  r i  v  a  c y  . i n j J T . f e r e q c e .b  

' v e lv e t ! ,  s u c h , ' . l e s t i n g . - s h p u ld . .b e \ c ^ n s id e re i i ; t q ;^ . ’ d o in c .s t ic  
b e  u n a c c e p t a b le ! .V y e - '^ h o u ld ' s U p p o r t ' , l i j l j  ef - . 7;- , , ]■’

;T o r t s  to  e l i m i n n l c . w d r k p l u ^  ! j ' ■ : A o m
i f  s o m e  k in d  o f  t e s l i i i j ’ l s r d e s l r a b l e  a n d  i i e c -  n  •'f. . ■ ■j’. '/A laska W om en 's R eso u rce  Center.
e s s a r y ,  r e p l a c e  it w i th  p e r f o r m a n c e  t e s t s ' . - \  • * i-» is*. i.1 : - i  .• , • . *.*, I i ,  ■ • '.I'lV *,*• ' ", • u---- J ' T - l J . - c -  •• V-’- ./•<•■’ --l I *11'» ' • I :V- i - t i A l e x V a s m i s k a s ’ k  : n " ,  I - •

M e d i c a r e  . ' T h i s  ;
 I j j ' j .  v j j l ' i . - ; ; v : ,j- . • :  ..fti . M e d i c a r e ' - r i p - o f f L  I r e c e n t l y  r e c e i v e d  r

n e w s p a p e r . c l i p p i n g  f r o m  i\ S o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r -

it o f .  h a r m ’s ' |l*r|'id ..W e N a tiv es  h ave  k ep t  ouv |Alaskn u n d e r  '
r  w r i t e 'a l e t - K!,-‘i0 l , r In tr in s ic  w a teh .fo r . t j i ree  Ice a g e s 'o r 'so
‘\7. T h e  sue-.,■.'wasn't it a lw ays  b eau tifu l  a n d  c le an  he re ?  ' .

M v fn \/#l 11 l/\ ttiluun ' t Itio m nu nnnlu *

, • •. tCT;*" • f ia k o im .:

i....-.:'ii.'io . -? i i . - - \ f i - ‘ i ‘.-i fttl;.*
,i \  / i iv n  11 •’ ;

a l t e r n a t i v e j ' s c h d o l  w o r k s '■
W ith  the  M a r c h  2 8  l o t t e r y  'date  f p f - A n c h o r - .' ' i '' 

Hill Schoo l D isll-lct's -ni.n.*’V-

D r u g  t e o i i n g  v i o l a t e s  p r i v a c y
T h e  w i l l i n g n e s s  o f  p e o p le  to  p e r m i t - t h e m ­

s e l v e s  to  b e  d e g r a d e d  t h r o u g h  a r b i t r a r y  e m ­
p l o y m e n t  d r u g  t e s t i n g  is a p p a l l i n g .  I n d i s c r im ­
in a t e  d r u g  t e s t i n g  v i o la t e s  p e o p le ' s  p r i v a c y  ' 
a n d  r e q u i r e s  t h e m  to  p r o v e  t h e i r  " i n n o c e n c e "  
e v e n  t h o n g h i t h e r e . i s  n o  r e a s o n  to b e l i e v e  th a t  
t h e i r  j o b  p c r fo rm u n ,C ( !  is b e in g  Im p a i r e d - b y  -- 
d r u g  u s e  o r  a n y t h i n g  e ls e .  A d m i r a b l y ;  th e  A n ­
c h o r a g e  p o l i c e  a n d  f i r e f i g h t e r s  h a v e  th e  s e l f -  
r e s p e c t  l o  o p p o s e  s u c h  t e s t in g .  .',

D r u g  t e s t i n g  is o s t e n s i b l y  d o n e  to  p r o m o t e " '  
j o b  s a f e t y  a n d  p e r f o r m a n c e .  B u t  d r u g  t e s t s  

. d o  n o t  m e a s u r e  j o b  p e r f o r m a n c e ;  l l i e y  g e n e r ­
a l l y  o n l y  te s t  f o r  m e t a b o l i t e s ,  w h i c h  a r e  w h a t  
is l e f t  o v e r  in th e  h o t l y  a f t e r  it u s e s  u p  a d r u g .  
F x c e p t  w i t l i  r e s | | e e l  to  a l c o h o l ,  d r u g  t e s t s - 
m m e r a l l v  d o n ’ t e v e n  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  a

t h e i r  s p o u s e  m a y ; u s e  t h e i r , c h i l d r e n  a s  p a w n s  Y i/ fo  g e t  lu ig i i  g o in g - aw n y  p a y d a y s  ... A t  t h e  t o p  j  nu  e x a m p le .  W i t h  t h e ' l i e lp  a iu l  s u p p o r t , o f ; o u r  * . 
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“ Safe Neighborhood” Crime 
Initiatives

By Pearlene Hemandez-Villa 
UAA Social Work Practicum Student 

doing her internship with VFJ
B IL L  T R A C K IN G  ST A T U S

As o f March 12, 1997
HB 5
"An Act relating to prosecution o f minors for 
criminal violations; and amending Rule 3 (a ), 
Alaska Rules o f Criminal Procedure.”
5ponsor(s): REPRESE.VTATIVE(S)
KELLY . Ogar,
Current S:a:us; (House) Judiciary Status 
Date; I / 13«'57 then Finance.
As o f January 13. 1997. House B ill 5 has not 
had its ftrst committee hearing. HB 5 is not 
expected to move during this session. Spon­
sors are putting their focus on H 3 6 AND 
HB 16 in the juvenile crime area. Both HB 6 
and H 3 15 opens up confidentiality o f ju ve ­
nile cnme offenders, a key component fo r 
victims o f crime.
HB 6
'An Act amending laws relating to the dis­
closure o f information relating to certain mi­
nors."
Sponsor(s): REPRESENTAT IVE (5 )
KELLY", Tnerriault. Vczey, Ogan. Dyson. 
Phillips. Ryan
Current Status: (H ouse) Finance Status 
Date: 2 /21/97
As o f February 21, 1997, House Finance has 
heard House B ill 6 three times. HB 6 will be 
heard by House for the fourth time on March 
20, 1997. HB 6 has been in Health Educa­
tion and Social Service (HES ) and Judiciary 
committee and passed out o f committee.
HB 7
CSHB 7 Judiciary
''An Act authorizing establishment o f com­
munity dispute resolution centers to foster 
the resolution o f disputes between juvenile 
offenders and their victims, and providing 
immunity from civil suits for youth courts 
and for members o f the boards o f directors, 
employees, volunteers, and members o f 
youth courts."
Sponsor(s): REPRESENTAT1 VE (S )
PORTER. Green. Croft. Rokeberg. James. 
Kubina, Bunde, Kemplen, Berkowitz, O r­
gan
SENATOR(S) WiLken
Current Status: (Senate) Judiciary Status 
Dddate; 2/17/97 then Finance
House Bill 7 i> in Senate Judiciary, it has

passed out o f  the House and is in Senate 
Judiciary Committee at this lime.
House votes:
YEA S ; 34 NAYS: 0 EXCUSED ; 6 .ABSENT: 
0

H B  9
CSH B  9 (Finance) .AM
“Victims Right to be Present at Trial.”
"An Act relating to the rights o f crime victims 
and victims o f  juvenile offenses; relating to 
the collection by victims o f restitution from 
prisoners; relating to the uefinition o f  
incapacitated fo r sexual offenses: creating the 
crime o f interfering with a report o f  a crime 
involving domestic violence; relating to men­
tal examinations o f victims in criminal prose­
cutions; relating to the safety o f victims, other 
persons, and the community in setting bail or 
conditions o f  release; relating to access to 
certain records o f the Violent Crimes Com­
pensation Board; amending Rule 6. .Alaska 
Rules o f  Criminal Procedure. Rules 404 and 
615 . A laska Rules o f Evidence, and Rule 3. 
A laska Delinquency Rules: and providing for 
an effective date."
Sponsor(s): REPRESENTAT IVE (S ) 
PO RTER , Green, Croft, Kubina, Kemplen

Current Status: (S ) Judiciary Status 
Date: 3/10/97 then Finance.

House B ill 9 has passed out o f House and is in 
Senate Judiciary since March 10, 1997.
House votes
Passed on reconsideration YES 31 NAY'S 6 
EXC USED  2 ABSENT 1

U R G E N T  U P D A T E  - W e  have  ju s t  
re c e iv ed  w o rd  S e n a to r  R ob in  T a y l o r  is 
h o ld in g  up  H B  9 . P L E A S E  C A L L  
the leg is la t iv e  o ff ice  at 2 5 8 - 8 1 1 1  and 
send  a p u b l ic  op in ion  message to Sena ­
t o r  T a y l o r  u rg ing  h im  to s u p p o r t  HB  9. 
C r i m e  v i c t im s ’ c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
r i g h t s  a r e  in  j e o p a r d y !

H C R 4
Relating to records generated and maintained 
by the Department o f  Health and Social Ser­
vices.
Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVE (S ) KELLY , 
Phillips, Dyson, Ryan, Barnes

Current Status: (House) Finance Status Date: 
2/21/97

House Concurrent Resolution 4 is in House 
Finance since February 21. 1997. House Fi­
nance is going to hear in committee on March

20. 1997.
SB 25 H B  47
“ An Act relating to authorizing the Depart­
ment o f Corrections to provide an automated 
victim notification and prisoner information 
system."
V INE™  , provides critical inmate information 
24 hours a day. 7 days a week through the 
automated telephone system. VINE allows for 
a confidential exchange o f information. V ic­
tims may access information on a prisoner 
through the use o f  a personal identification 
number, and they may easily enter new contact 
numbers.
Senate B ill 25 is still wailing to be heard in 
Senate State Affair Committee since January 
13. 1997. and it has not had a hearing commit­
tee as o f yet.
House B ill 47 has been in House State Affairs 
since January 13. 1997. and it has not had a 
committee hearing as o f yet.
SB 25 Sponsor(s): SENATOR ELLIS. Donley 
HB 47 Sponsor(s): REPRESENTAT IVE 
KEM PLEN
SB 26 a n d  HB 48
"An Act making a special appropriation for an 
automated victim notification system: and pro­
viding fo r an effective date."
The sum o f S250.000 shall be appropriated 
from the general fund to the Department o f 
Corrections for an automated victim notifica­
tion system for fiscal years 1997 and I99S.
Senate B ill 26 has been in Senate State Affairs 
since January 13, 1997, It has not had a 
committee hearing as o f yet.
House B ill 4S has been in House State Affairs 
since January 13. 1997, and it has not had a 
committee hearing as o f yet.
Sponsor(s): SENATOR ELLIS . Donley

Both SB 25 and HB 47 need victims who 
would be willing to testify or submit written 
testimony regarding their experience with not 
being notified when their attacker was re­
leased. I f  you are interested in tesifying or 
providing written testimony please contact:

Senator Lyda Green. Senate State Affairs. 
State Capitol. Rm 105. Juneau. AK 9 9 3 0 1 - 
1182 (800 )565-3743

Representative Jeannette James. House State 
Affairs. Rm 102. Juneau. AK 99S0I -I IS2.




