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FISCAL NOTE

Revision Date:

STATE OF ALASKA
1998 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Title: RclatinR lo support for federal legislation providing for the
 continualion o f the U. o f A. by the convcyanee o f federal land..

Sponsor: K e l l y ___________________________________________
Requester: ______________________________________________________

B
No: 1

HJR 5 3
(H) Publish Date: 2 / 2 0 / 9 8

Dept. Affected University 
BRU

com ponent S t a t e w i d e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n

Component Serial No.______________________

E x p e n d i tu r e s /R e v e n u e s _______________    (T h o u sa n d s  of Dollars)
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 99 FY 00 FY 01 FY 02 FY 03 FY 04
Personal Services
Travel
Conlraclual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES 1 1 1 1 1

|CHANGEIN REVENUES [ 1 | 1 1 1 1 1 1

FUND SOURCE (Thousands ol Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Menlal Health
1091 Designated Program Receipts

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY97) cost: 

POSITIONS ______
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary
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PETER KELLY
Mailing A d d re s s :

1 1 9  N. Cushm an , Su ite  2 0 3  
F a irb ank s . A la sk a  9 9 7 0 1  

( 9 0 7 )  4 5 6 -8 1 6 1

REPRESENTATIVE
A l a s k a  J E S t a i e  ^ g r s l a t u r e

%

p E u u s e  ( § i  $ £ p x £ & e t x i a t i b t &

WklU Iji l a i a
S ta te  C ap ito l 

J u n e a u , A la sk a  
9 9 8 0 1 -1 1 8 2  

( 9 0 7 )  4 6 5 - 2 3 2 7

H ou se  D istric t 31

Sponsor S tatement 

HJR 53
HJR 53 lends support to US Senate Bill S660. Senate Bill 660 provides for the 
continuation of higher education through the conveyance of certain public lands 
in the State of Alaska to the University of Alaska.

Supporting S660 helps complete the land grant to tha University of Alaska. It will 
greatly assist the continuation of higher education in Alaska.

This Bill places the Legislature on the record supporting the commitment to the 
University of Alaska as a land grant university.
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S.660
T o  p ro v id e  fo r  th e  c o n tin u a tio n  o f  h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n  th ro u g h  th e  co n v e y a n c e  o f  c e r ta in  p u b lic  

la n d s  in  th e  S ta te  o f  A la sk a  to  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  A la sk a , a n d  fo r o th e r  p u rp o se s . (R e p o r te d  in th e
S en a te )

Calendar No. 208 105 th CONGRESS 1st Session 
S. 660 

[R e p o r t N o. 105-106]A B IL L

To provide for the continuation of higher education through the conveyance of certain public lands in the State of Alaska to the University of Alaska, and for other purposes.

S 660 RS
O cto b er 9 ,1 9 9 7  

R e p o r te d  w ith  a n  a m e n d m e n t

C a le n d a r  N o. 208105 th CONGRESS 1st Session 
S. 660 [Report No. 105-106]

To provide for the continuation of higher education through the conveyance of certain public lands in the State of Alaska to the University of Alaska, and for other purposes.
IN  T H E  S E N A T E  O F  T H E  U N IT E D  S T A T E S
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S.660
T o  p ro v id e  fo r  th e  c o n tin u a tio n  o f  h ig h e r  ed u c a tio n  th ro u g h  th e  co n v ey an ce  o f c e r ta in  p u b lic  

la n d s  in  th e  S ta te  o f  A la s k a  to  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f A la sk a , a n d  fo r  o th e r  p u rp o ses . (R e p o rte d  in th e  
Senate)

( 4 )  o n l y  o n e  o t h e r  S t a t e  l a n d  g r a n t  c o l l e g e  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a s  o b t a i n e d  a  s m a l l e r  l a n d  
g r a n t  f r o m  t h e  F e d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t  t h a n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  h a s  r e c e i v e d ,  a n d  a l l  l a n d  
g r a n t  c o l l e g e s  i n  t h e  W e s t e r n  S t a t e s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a v e  o b t a i n e d  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  l a r g e r  
l a n d  g r a n t s  t h a n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a ;

( 5 )  a n  a c a d e m i c a l l y  s t r o n g  a n d  f i n a n c i a l l y  s e c u r e  s t a t e  u n i v e r s i t y  s y s t e m  i s  a  c o r n e r s t o n e  t o  
t h e  l o n g - t e r m  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a  s t a b l e  p o p u l a t i o n  a n d  t o  a  h e a l t h y ,  d i v e r s e  e c o n o m y  a n d  i s  
i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t ;

( 6 )  t h e  n a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t  i s  s e r v e d  b y  t r a n s f e r r i n g  c e r t a i n  F e d e r a l  l a n d s  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
A l a s k a  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  u s e  a n d  d e v e l o p  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  o f  s u c h  l a n d s  a n d  b y  r e t u r n i n g  
c e r t a i n  l a n d s  h e l d  b y  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  c e r t a i n  F e d e r a l  c o n s e r v a t i o n  
s y s t e m  u n i t s  t o  F e d e r a l  o w n e r s h i p ;

( 7)  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  h o l d s  v a l i d  l e g a l  t i t l e  t o  a n d  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  
l a n d s  t r a n s f e r r e d  b y  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t o  t h e  T e r r i t o r y  a n d  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  f o r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
a n d  t h a t  a n  e x c h a n g e  o f  l a n d s  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  a n d  i n  f u r t h e r a n c e  o f  t h e  p u r p o s e s  a n d  
t e r m s  o f ,  a n d  t h u s  n o t  i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f ,  t h e  F e d e r a l  g r a n t  o f  s u c h  l a n d s .

( b )  P U R P O S E S -  T l i e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  A c t  a r e —

( J )  Co f u l f i l l  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c o m m i t m e n t  o f  C o n g r e s s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  a s  a  
l a n d  g r a n t  u n i v e r s i t y  w i t h  h o l d i n g s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  o p e r a t i o n  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  a  

■ u n i v e r s i t y  s y s t e m  f o r  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f A l a s k a ;  a n d  _.
( 2 )  t o  a c q u i r e  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  l a n d s  i t  h o l d s  w i t h i n  F e d e r a l  p a r k s ,  w i l d l i f e  
r e f u g e s ,  a n d  w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a s .

( a )  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  a n y  o t h e r  p r o v i s i o n  o f  l a w ,  b u t  s u b j e c t  t o  v a l i d  e x i s t i n g  r i g h t s  a n d  t h e  
p r o c e d u r e s  s e t  f o r t h  h e r e i n ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  i s  g r a n t e d  a n d  e n t i t l e d  t o  t a k e  u p  t o  2 5 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  o f  
F e d e r a l  l a n d s  ( o r  r e s e r v e d  i n t e r e s t s  i n  l a n d s )  i n  o r  a d j a c e n t  t o  A l a s k a  a s  a  F e d e r a l  g r a n t .  T h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  m a y  i d e n t i f y  a n d  s e l e c t  t h e  s p e c i f i c  l a n d s  i t  i n t e n d s  t o  t a k e  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h i s  g r a n t ,  a n d  
t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  ( ' S e c r e t a r y ' )  s h a l l  p r o m p t l y  c o n v e y  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  t h e  l a n d s  
s e l e c t e d ,  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  A c t .

( b ) ( 1 )  W i t h i n  4 8  m o n t h s  o f  e n a c t m e n t  o f  t h i s  A c t ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  m a y  s u b m i t  t o  t h e

SEC. 2. PRIM ARY FEDERAL GRANT.
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S e c r e t a r y  a  l i s t  o f  p r o p e r t i e s  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  h a s  t e n t a t i v e l y  s e l e c t e d  t o  r e c e i v e  u n d e r  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  
o f  t h i s  g r a n t .  S u c h  l i s t  m a y  b e  s u b m i t t e d  i n  w h o l e  o r  i n  p a r t  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  a n d  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
m a y  m a k e  i n t e r i m  t e n t a t i v e  s e l e c t i o n s  t h a t  i t  m a y  r e l i n q u i s h  o r  c h a n g e  w i t h i n  t h e  4 8 - m o n t h  
p e r i o d .  T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  m a y  s u b m i t  t e n t a t i v e  s e l e c t i o n s  t h a t  e x c e e d  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  t h e  g r a n t  e x c e p t  
t h a t  s u c h  s e l e c t i o n s  s h a l l  n o t  e x c e e d  2 7 5 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  a t  a n y  o n e  t im e .

( 2 )  A l l  s e l e c t i o n s  s h a l l  b e  i n  r e a s o n a b l y  c o m p a c t  u n i t s :  P r o v i d e d ,  T h a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  m a y  s e l e c t  
s m a l l  t r a c t s  o f  F e d e r a l  l a n d  w i t h i n  F e d e r a l  r e s e r v a t i o n s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  i n  
s u b s e c t i o n  ( c )  b e l o w .

( 3 )  T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  m a y  s u b m i t  t e n t a t i v e  s e l e c t i o n s  o f  F e d e r a l  l a n d s  v a l i d l y  s e l e c t e d  b u t  n o t  
c o n v e y e d  t o  t h e  S t a t e  o f A l a s k a  o r  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n s  o r g a n i z e d  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  
C l a i m s  S e t t l e m e n t  A c t :  P r o v i d e d ,  T h a t  s u c h  l a n d s  m a y  n o t  b e  a p p r o v e d  o r  c o n v e y e d  t o  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  u n l e s s  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  a n d  o r  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  h a s  r e l i n q u i s h e d  i t s  p r i o r  s e l e c t i o n .

( 4 )  T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  s h a l l  m a k e  n o  s e l e c t i o n s  w i t h i n  C o n s e r v  i t i o n  S y s t e m  U n i t s  a s  d e f i n e d  i n  t h e  
A l a s k a  N a t i o n a l  I n t e r e s t  L a n d s  C o n s e r v a t i o n  A c t  ( 1 6  U . S . C .  3 1 0 1 )  o r  l a n d s  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  L U D  I I  
b y  s e c t i o n  2 0 1  o f  t h e  T o n g a s s  T i m b e r  R e f o r m  A c t  o f 1 9 9 0 .

( 5 )  W i t h i n  f o r t y - f i v e  ( 4 5 )  d a y s  o f  r e c e i p t  o f  a  U n i v e r s i t y  t e n t a t i v e  s e l e c t i o n ,  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  s h a l l  
p u b l i s h  n o t i c e  o f  s a i d  s e l e c t i o n  i n  t h e  F e d e r a l  R e g i s t e r .  S u c h  n o t i c e  s h a l l  i d e n t i f y  l a n d s  i n c l u d e d  
i n  t h e  t e n t a t i v e  s e l e c t i o n  a n d  p r o v i d e  f o r  a  p e r i o d  f o r  p u b l i c  c o m m e n t  o n  t h e  t e n t a t i v e  s e l e c t i o n  
n o t  t o  e x c e e d  s i x t y  ( 6 0 )  d a y s .

T H I S  SE A R C H  T H IS  DOCUMENT GO TO
N e x t .  H i t  F o r w a r d  N e w  S e a r c h
P r e v  H i t  B a c k  H o m e P a g a
H i t  L i s t  B e s t  S e c t i o n s  H e l p

D o c  C o n t e n t s
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S.660
T o  p ro v id e  fo r  th e  c o n tin u a tio n  o f  h ig h e r ed u ca tio n  th ro u g h  th e  co n v e y a n c e  o f  c e r ta in  p u b lic  

la n d s  in th e  S ta te  o f  A la sk a  to  th e  U n iv ersity  o f  A la sk a , a n d  fo r  o th e r  p u rp o se s . (R e p o rte d  in th e
Senate)

( 6 )  W i t h i n  s i x  m o n t h s  o f  t h e  r e c e i p t  o f  a  U n i v e r s i t y  t e n t a t i v e  s e l e c t i o n ,  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  s h a l l  n o t i f y  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  h i s  a c c e p t a n c e  o r  o b j e c t i o n  t o  e a c h  t e n t a t i v e  s e l e c t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  
a n y  o b j e c t i o n .  F a i l u r e  t o  o b j e c t  w i t h i n  s i x  m o n t h s  s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  a p p r o v a l  b y  t h e  S e c r e t a r y .  A n y  
p u b l i c  c o m m e n t s  s u b m i t t e d  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a  p u b l i c  n o t i c e  i s s u e d  p u r s u a n t  t o  p a r a g r a p h  ( 5 )  a b o v e  
m a y  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  b y  t h e  S e c r e t a r y :  P r o v i d e d ,  T h a t  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  m a y  o b j e c t  t o  t e n t a t i v e  
s e l e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  i f  a n d  o n l y  i f  h e  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h a t  a  c o n v e y a n c e  o f  s u c h  t o  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y —

( A )  w i l l  h a v e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  a d v e r s e  i m p a c t  o n  t h e  p u r p o s e s  f o r  w h i c h  a  C o n s e r v a t i o n  S y s t e m  
U n i t  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d ;  o r

( B )  w i l l  h a v e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  a d v e r s e  i m p a c t  o n  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e h o o d  A c t  o r  t h e  
A l a s k a  N a t i v e  C l a i m s  S e t t l e m e n t  A c t  ( 4 3  U . S . C .  1 6 0 1 ) .

( 7)  T h e  S e c r e t a r y ' s  a c c e p t a n c e  o f ,  o r  o b j e c t i o n  t o ,  a n y  t e n t a t i v e  s e l e c t i o n s  s u b m i t t e d  b y  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f A l a s k a  p u r s u a n t  t o  s e c t i o n  2  o f  t h i s  A c t  o r  t h e  c o n v e y a n c e  o f  a n y  s u c h  s e l e c t i o n s  b y  
t e n t a t i v e  a p p r o v a l ,  p a t e n t  o r  o t h e r  i n s t r u m e n t  a r e  n o t  m a j o r  F e d e r a l  a c t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  m e a n s  o f  
s e c t i o n  1 0 2 ( 2 ) ( c )  o f  P u b l i c  L a w  9 1 - 1 9 0 .

( 8 )  T h e  S e c r e t a r y  s h a l l  p u b l i s h  n o t i c e  o f  a n y  d e c i s i o n  t o  a c c e p t  o r  o b j e c t  t o  a  t e n t a t i v e  s e l e c t i o n  i n  
t h e  F e d e r a l  R e g i s t e r .

( c )  T h e  S e c r e t a r y > s h a l l  n o t  a p p r o v e  o r  c o n v e y ,  u n d e r  t h i s  g r a n t —

( 1 )  a n y  F e d e r a l  l a n d s  w h i c h ,  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  e n a c t m e n t  o f  t h i s  A c t ,  a r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  a  
C o n s e r v a t i o n  S y s t e m  U n i t ,  o r  a r e  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  L U D  I I  b y  s e c t i o n  2 0 1  o f  t h e  T o n g a s s  
T i m b e r  R e f o r m  A c t  o f 1 9 9 0 ;

( 2 )  a n y  F e d e r a l  l a n d s  v a l i d l y  s e l e c t e d  o r  t o p  f i l e d  p u r s u a n t  t o  s e c t i o n  9 0 6 ( e )  o f

P u b l i c  L a w  9 6 - 4 8 7  b u t  n e t  c o n v e y e d  t o  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  o r  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n s  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  
N a t i v e  C l a i m s  S e t t l e m e n t  A c t ;  o r

( 3 )  a n y  F e d e r a l  l a n d s  w i t h d r a w n  a n d  a c t u a l l y  u s e d  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  
a n y  F e d e r a l  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  a n d  m i l i t a r y  r e s e r v a t i o n s  u n l e s s  t h e  h e a d  o f  t h e  l a n d  h o l d i n g  o r  
o c c u p y i n g  a g e n c y  o r  e n t i t y  a g r e e s .

( d )  I f  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  S e c r e t a r y ' s  r e v i e w  o f  t e n t a t i v e  s e l e c t i o n s  b y  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  t h e  a m o u n t  o f
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a c r e a g e  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  f o r  c o n v e y a n c e  i s  l e s s  t h a n  t h e  f u l l  p r i m a r y  g r a n t ,  t h e
U n i v e r s i t y  m a y  s e l e c t  a d d i t i o n a l  l a n d s  t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  p r i m a r y  g r a n t .* •
( e )  U p o n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  t e n t a t i v e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  l a n d :

( 1 )  S u c h  l a n d  s h a l l  b e  s e g r e g a t e d  a n d  u n a v a i l a b l e  f o r  s e l e c t i o n  b y  a n d  c o n v e y a n c e  t o  t h e  
S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  o r  a n y  c o r p o r a t i o n  o r g a n i z e d  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  N a t i v e j C l a i m s  
S e t t l e m e n t  A c t  a n d  s h a l l  n o t  b e  o t h e r w i s e  e n c u m b e r e d  o r  d i s p o s e d  o f  b y  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
p e n d i n g  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  p r o c e s s .

( 2 )  T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  s h a l l  p o s s e s  t h e  n o n e x c l u s i v e  r i g h t  t o  e n t e r  o n t o  s u c h  l a n d s  f o r  t h e  
p u r p o s e  o f —

( A )  a s s e s s i n g  t h e  o i l ,  g a s ,  m i n e r a l ,  a n d  o t h e r  r e s o u r c e  p o t e n t i a l  t h e r e i n .  T h e  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  a n d  i t s  d e l e g a t e e s  o r  a g e n t s ,  s h a l l  b e  p e r m i t t e d  t o  e n g a g e  i n  a s s e s s m e n t  
t e c h n i q u e s  i n c l u d i n g  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  c o r e  d r i l l i n g  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  m e t a l l i f e r o u s  o r  
o t h e r  v a l u e s ,  a n d  s u r f a  : e  g e o l o g i c a l  e x p l o r a t i o n  a n d  s e i s m i c  e x p l o r a t i o n  f o r  o i l  a n d  
g a s :  P r o v i d e d ,  T h a t  t h i s  p a r a g r a p h  s h a l l  n o t  b e  c o n s t r u e d  a s  i n c l u d i n g  o r  a l l o w i n g  
e x p l o r a t o r y  d r i l l i n g  o f  o i l  a n d  g a s  w e l l s ;  a n d

( B )  e x e r c i s i n g  d u e  d i l i g e n c e  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  m a k i n g  o f  a  f i n a l  s e l e c t i o n .

( J )  W i t h i n  o n e  y e a r  o f  t h e  S e c r e t a r y ' s  a p p r o v a l  o f  a  t e n t a t i v e  s e l e c t i o n ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  m a y  m a k e  
t h e r e f r o m  a  f i n a l  s e l e c t i o n  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h i s  A c t .  W i t h i n  s i x  m o n t h s  o f  s u c h  f i n a l  s e l e c t i o n  b y  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  s h a l l  i s s u e  a  t e n t a t i v e  a p p r o v a l  o f  s u c h  f i n a l  s e l e c t i o n .  S u c h  t e n t a t i v e  
a p p r o v a l  s h a l l  b e  d e e m e d  t o  t r a n s f e r  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  a l l  r i g h t ,  t i t l e ,  a n d  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  i n  a n d  t o  t h e  d e s c r i b e d  s e l e c t i o n .  A n y  l a k e s ,  r i v e r s  a n d  s t r e a m s  c o n t a i n e d  w i t h i n  s u c h  
s e l e c t i o n s  s h a l l  b e  m e a n d e r e d  a n d  l a n d s  s u b m e r g e d  t h e r e u n d e r  c o n v e y e d  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  4 3  
U . S . C .  S e c .  1 6 3 1 , a s  a m e n d e d .  U p o n  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  a  s u r v e y  o f  l a n d s  i n c l u d e d  w i t h i n  s u c h  
t e n t a t i v e  a p p r o v a l ,  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  s h a l l  p r o m p t l y  i s s u u a  p a t e n t  t o  s u c h  l a n d s .  P e n d i n g  i s s u a n c e  o f  
a  p a t e n t ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  s h a l l  h a v e  r i g h t s  a n d  a u t h o r i t i e s  o v e r  t e n t a t i v e l y  a p p r o v a l  l a n d s  
c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h o s e  u n d e r  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e h o o d  A c t  a n d  t h e  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  C l a i m s  S e t t l e m e n t  
A c t ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  r i g h t  t o  t r a n s f e r ,  a s s i g n ,  e x c h a n g e ,  g r a n t ,  d e e d ,  l e a s e  o r  o t h e r w i s e  c o n v e y  a n y  
o r  a l l  p r e s e n t  o r  f u t u r e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  l a n d s  g r a n t e d  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h i s  A c t .
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S . 6 6 0

T o  p ro v id e  fo r  th e  co n tin u a tio n  o f  h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n  th ro u g h  th e  co n v ey an ce  o f  c e r ta in  p u b lic  
la n d s  in  th e  S ta te  o f  A la sk a  to  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  A la sk a , a n d  fo r o th e r  p u rp o se s . (R e p o rte d  in th e

S en a te )

( g )  T h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  h e a d s  o f  o t h e r  F e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s ,  s h a l l  t a k e  s u c h  
a c t i o n s  a s  m a y  b e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  a n d  e x p e d i t e  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h i s  A c t  b y  t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r .

SE C  3. RELINQUISHMENT OF CERTAIN UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA 
HOLDINGS.

( a )  A s  a  c o n d i t i o n  t o  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  l a n d  g r a n t  p r o v i d e d  b y  s e c t i o n  2  o f  t h i s  A c t ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
A l a s k a  s h a l l  c o n v e y  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  t h o s e  l a n d s  l i s t e d  i n  ' T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a ' s  I n h o l d i n g  
R e c o n v e y a n c e  D o c u m e n t '  a n d  d a t e d  A p r i l  2 4 , 1 9 9 7 .

( b )  T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  s h a l l  b e g i n  c o n v e y a n c e  o f  t h e  l a n d s  l i s t e d  i n  ( a )  a b o v e  u p o n  t a k i n g  t i t l e  t o  
l a n d s  i t  h a s  s e l e c t e d  p u r s u a n t  t o  s e c t i o n  2  o f  t h i s  A c t  a n d  s h a l l  c o n v e y  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  a  
p e r c e n t a g e  a m o u n t  o f  l a n d  p r o p o r t i o n a l  t o  t h a t  w h i c h  i t  h a s  r e c e i v e d ,  b u t  i n  n o  e v e n t  s h a l l  it. b e  
r e q u i r e d  t o  c o n v e y  a n y  l a n d s  o t h e r  t h a n  t h o s e  l i s t e d  i n  ( a )  a b o v e  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y .  T h e  S e c r e t a r y  
s h a l l  a c c e p t  q u i t c l a i m  d e e d s  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  f o r  t h e s e  l a n d s .

SE C  4. ALIENATION OF LANDS.

N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  a n y  o t h e r  p r o v i s i o n  o f  l a w ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  m a y  t r a n s f e r ,  a s s i g n ,  
e x c h a n g e , , g r a n t ,  d e e d ,  l e a s e  o r  o t n e r w i s e  c o n v e y  a n y  o r  a l l  p r e s e n t  o r  f u t u r e  i n t e r e s t s  i n  t h e  l a n d s  
g r a n t e d  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h i s  A c t .

SEC. 5. JUDICIAL REVi PW.

T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  h a s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  b r i n g  a c t i o n  f o r ,  i n c l u d i n g  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o ,  r e l i e f  i n  t h e  
n a t u r e  o f  m a n d a m u s ,  a g a i n s t  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  f o r  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  A c t  o r  f o r  r e v i e w  o f  a n  a g e n c y  
d e c i s i o n  u n d e r  t h i s  A c t .  S u c h  a n  a c t i o n  c a n  o n l y  b e  b r o u g h t  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  f o r  
t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  A l a s k a  a n d  w i t h i n  t w o  ( 2 )  y e a r s  o f  t h e  a l l e g e d  v i o l a t i o n  o r  th e . f i n a l  
d e c i s i o n m a k i n g .  F o r  a l l  o t h e r  e n t i t i e s  o r  p e r s o n s ,  d e c i s i o n s  o f  t K .  S e c r e t a r y  s h a l l  b e  f i n a l  a n d  
c o n c l u s i v e .

SEC. 6. STATE MATCHING GRANT.

( a )  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  a n y  o t h e r  p r o v i s i o n  o f  l a w ,  b u t  s u b j e c t  t o  v a l i d  e x i s t i n g  r i g h t s  a n d  t h e  
p r o c e d u r e s  s e t  f o r t h  i n  t h i s  A c t ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  i s  g r a n t e d  a n d  s h a l l  b e  e n t i t l e d  t o  t a k e ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  t h e  p r i m a r y  g r a n t  p r o v i d e d  f o r  i n  s e c t i o n  2  h e r e i n ,  u p  t o  a n o t h e r  2 5 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  i n  F e d e r a l
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l a n d s  ( o r  r e s e r v e d  i n t e r e s t s  i n  l a n d s )  i n  o r  a d j a c e n t  t o  A l a s k a :  P r o v i d e d ,  T h a t  a r .y  a d d i t i o n a l  
a c r e s  a r e  g r a n t e d ,  a s  s p e c i j i e d  b e l o w ,  o n  a  m a t c h i n g  a c r e - f o r - a c r e  b a s i s  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e  
S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  s h a l l  f i r s t  g r a n t  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  S t a t e - o w n e d  l a n d  i n  A l a s k a .

( b )  T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  m a y  s e l e c t  a n d  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  s h a l l  c o n v e y  l a n d s  w h i c h  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  i s  e n t i t l e d  
t o  r e c e i v e  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h i s  S t a t e  m a t c h i n g  g r a n t  p r o v i s i o n  i n  m i n i m u m  i n c r e m e n t s  o f 2 5 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  
u p  t o  t h e  m a x i m u m  o f 2 5 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s .
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H o m e P a g e  
H e l p
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Land grant
To the editor:

Sept. 4,1997

Southeast Alaska* Conserva- 
tion Council inaccurately criti­
cizes . this writer, • Sen. . Frank 

•. •: Murkowski and the University of

TO THE EDITOR
k A

Alask^ regents for seeking a 
larger land grant to support the 
university, 250,000 federal acres.

Ordinance of 1785 specified 
that land west of Ohio be sur­
veyed into townships composed 
of 36 sections of 640 acres. Every 
Section 16 would be set' aside for 
"maintenance of public schools.”

The 1842 Morrill Act dedi­
cated land to states for -'.‘agricul­
ture and mechanic arts” based on 
population with 30,000 acres per 
member of Congress, hi 1848, the 
1785 Ordinance was amended to 
double the section grant to two—
Sections 16 and 36. Three of the 
last four states admitted to the 
Union—Utah, New Mexico, and 
Arizona—each received four.
Under that formula, Alaska’s^ 
grant for public schools would ex­
ceed 40 million acres.

Alaska never received title to 
specific sections because the ter- 
ritory was unsurveyed. So in the . 
1950s, Congress rejected section 
grants and substituted quantity • •  
grants for Alaska. That meant . • - ".. 
100 million acres of a general ' 
grant plus specific acreage fv r ' ■ ' 
prisons, schools, asylums, pio- ■ 'v
neers homes, and 500,000 acres 
for the university and 500,000 / 
acres for a teachers college.

Ih the final Statehood Act in 
1958, all were rolled into a single , * 
land grant to Alaska. The State- \  
hood Act also canceled all unsur­
veyed land grants. That reduced . 
the university’s federal land 
grant from. 360,000 acres it had ’ .
received under earlier legislation, . f . ’ 
to 112,000 acres.

We urge Alaskans to read Se- i. j- j  
nate Bill 660. When he intro- - r
duced it, Sen. Murkowski stated \J:

.that most of the land selected 
“would stem from the 70 million 
acres of uncommitted land cur­
rently under control of the Bu­
reau of Land Management.” 
Restrictions, a f system of public 
hearings' and required approval 
by the Secretary, of Interior ade  ̂
quately protects lands with which 
SEACC is concerned.

It offers a chance for the state 
to join . in a land grant by 
matching up to 250,000 acres 
with another 250,000 federal 
acres.

Remember, the university be­
longs to all Alaskans. Regents 
seek to assure a system of higher 
education in the next m i l l e n n iu m  
adequately funded to do the job.y- - 
Sincerely, , /**
Lew M. Williams Jr.
UA regent 
Ketchikan

I. 1 
. ’ f*
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Land grant would help UA fill educational needs
By Jerome B. Komisar

Tbe follow ing is excerpted from  University o f Alaska 
President Jerome f l  Komisar's presentation to US Senate 
Energy and Resources Committee o f the university's views 
in  support o f S.660, which would grant federalpublic lands 
to tbe university, fu lfd llngeariier commitments made to i l 
by Congress. Komisar testified Sept. 11 before tbe US 
Senate Energy and Ralurd Resources 
Committee in Washington. D.C

T be University of Alaska is Alaska's 
only public land grant university.

In 1915 and 1929, Congress made 
federal land grams totalingdoselo 370,000 
acres to the state for the exclusive use and 
benefit o f the university.

For a number o f reasons, the university 
has received less dian a third o f the acre­
age allocated to It under these grants. The 
failure to tran<er the total allotment "/as 
due to the incompleteness of the federal 
government's study o f the region.

Before th/jcould be conveyed, the lands 
had to be surveyed. As o f 1915, only a 
fraction o f 1 percent of Alaska had been 
surveyed, virtually none o f ll In the Tanana Valley where the 
granted lands wercldcaicd. As laic as 1952, araerc0.6 percent 
o f the entire Territory of Alaska had been surveyed. In the early 
1950s, predictions The result is that of all 

the states that have 
received land grants, only 
Delaware received less 

than Alaska.

about bow long It 
would lake to survey 
Alaska aicurrenl fed­
eral speed varied be­
tween 12,000 and 
43,510 years.

The result is that o f 
all the states that have received land grants, only Delaware 
received less than Alaska. And given the size o f Alaska, no other 
stale, by far, received a smaller portion of total stale acreage 
for the support o f higher learning.

This obvious inequity Is impossible lo rationalize: first, 
Alaska's vast size makes il eminently possible to devote signifi­
cant acreage lo the support of higher education and greater 
learning— Alaska does not have a land shortage, at least not 
In public lands; while, second, Alaska's vast distances, Its 
harsh climactic conditions, and the remote locatioas o f many 
oflts cities and villages aeaieprohibitive costs unknown In the 
rest o f the country, which makes a grant of land exemplary 
public policy.

I f  there Is any section o f ou r nation where educational 
land grants are Justified and necessary, it Is in the great

land o f Alaska.
I1te University o f Alaska is a staicwide system which consists 

o f three multimission universities located in Anchorage, 
Fairbanks and Juneau with extended saielllle colleges and 
cemcrs, including more than dozens o f extension and re­
search sites.

Not surprisingly, die need fo r higher education is most 
difficult to serve In the rural and remote areas o f the state 
where vast distances separate cities and villages, where air 

iravd Is the only means o f transportation, 
where the c o s  o f communications —  
telephone, television, electronic networks 
—  can be exorbitant 

A sufficient land grant would enable 
the university to plan and provide more 
effectively the educational and cultural 
services needed throughout the enor­
mous Alaska terrain and permit the mas­
sive size o f the land to provide economic 
benefits as wei! ra cause financial cos.

Additional land also will enable the 
university to further the application of 
exemplary ways o f extracting and man­
aging natural resources. It will permit 
economic development projects and 
land utilization that balance environ­
mental protection with social progress.

The income earned will further the 
university's research in those disciplines In which it has 
exceptional depth and opportunity; geophysics and climate 
change, oceanography and fisheries; the dean use o f fossil 
fuels; arctic biology and arctic engineering; and the economic 
and social dynamics o f the circumpolar north.

S.660 also envisions that the university will convey to the 
National Park Service and the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
thousands o f acres o f university lands that are now lnholdings 
in or adjacent to parks and refuges creaied o r expanded „y the 
1980 Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation A d  These 
lnholdings would be 
relinquished to the 
United Stales.

Thus.theproposed 
legislation, in addi­
tion to nuking the 
university whole, 
wouldhavctheadded

It will permit economic 
development projects and 

land utilization that balance 
environmental protection 

with social progress.
benefit o f enhrndng the conservation and management of 
Alaska’s vast parks, refuges and wilderness areas.

By providLig the University o f Alaska with a land grant which 
Is both more consistent with whai was originally Intended and 
commcnsuraic with the stale’s size and character, this legisla­
tion will permitthe University o f Alaska to carryout its singular 
responsibility as a unique and major national center for 
culture, forleaming, and for opportunity la the greai fitrnorth.
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