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Finance Committee considered CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 146(FIN)

“An Act relating to competency testing requirements for secondary students; and providing for an 
effective date."

and recom m ends:

[ ] be re p la c e d  with 

[ ] adopt p rev io u s

CS

CS

[ ] attached am endm ent(s)

[ ] adopt L etter o f  Intent by 

[ ] further referral to t h e ___

S en a te  Bill:
[ ] sam e title 

_) [ ] new title
H ouse  Bill:

_) [ ] same title
[ ] technical change 
[ ] new: SCR*____

Com m ittee

Com m ittee

Department Date Zero Fiscal Department Date Zero Fiscal

[ ] APPROPRIATION — no fiscal note *include fiscal notes accompanying G o v e r n o r ’s b II



STATE OF ALASKA

1997 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

BILL N
: r \ r . ”

Bill Version: cshb 146(fin) 
(H) Publish Date: 4/i7/97_

Title:

Sponsor:
Requestor:

An Act relating to compcntency testing 

requirement for secondary students 

House HESS Committee

Dept. Affected EDUCATION
BRU: Teaching & Learning Support

Components: Q uali^ Schools 
Serial# 2147

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS)

OPERATING FY 99 FY 99 L FYOO FY 01 FY 02 FY 03

P e r s o n a l  S e r v i c e s 66.0 66.0 66.0 66.0 66.0 66,0

T r a v e l 10.0 10.0 8.0 8.0 8.0 8.0

C o n t r a c t u a l 400.0 174.1 174.1 174.1 174.1 174.1

S u p p l i e s 4.0 8.4 8.4 8.4 8.4 8.4

E q u i p m e n t 10.0 5.0 0.0 0.0 10.0 5.0

L a n d  & S t r u c t u r e s 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

G r a n t s ,  C l a i m s 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

M i s c e l l a n e o u s 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL OPERATING 490.0 263.5 256.5 256.5 266.5 26i.i;

CAPITAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

REVENUE 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

FUNOING: (THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS)

General Fund 

Federal Fund 

Other 

T O T A L

490.0 263.5 256.5 256.5 266.5 261.5

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

490.0 263.5 256.5 256.5 266.5 261.5

P O S I T I O N S :

Full-Time 1 0 0 0 0 0

Part-Time 1 0 0 0 0 0

Temporary 0 0 0 0 0 0

ANALYSIS: (ATTACH A SEPARATE PAGE IF NECESSARY)

see attached analvsis

Prepared by: House Finance Committee 

Rep. M ark Hanley. Co-Chair--^/ 

Rep. Gene Therriault. Co-C

Date: 4/16/97

Phone: 465-4939

Phone: 465-4797

PAGE OF

C O M M I T T E E  C O P Y



Fiscal N ote

U pdated Analysis (4/16/97)
This legislation will fiscally impact both the local school districts and the state. Districts will have 
increased costs in making testing available for students, in providing tracking and remedial assistance, 
in logistics associated with test security and administration. Other projected costs will include redoing 
district-level diploma format, providing testing for out-of-school students and loss of revenue due to 
higher dropout rates, which have been experienced in other states.

Anticipating all of the costs of an exit examination is very complex. Alaska has many unique 
conditions which make it extremely difficult to accurately predict the costs o f developing and 
maintaining the test. Substantial legal challenges have resulted in establishing a standard which Alaska 
must meet.

The figures in this fiscal note represent the best information the department can extrapolate from other 
states and expert advice at this time. It has been adjusted for the numbers o f students and other 
specifics, e.g., Alaska travel costs. The department believes that this is die minimum amount necessary 
to implement the requirements of this legislation. However, it will be necessary to revise future years as 
more information is made available.

Personal Services - $66.0
This will include funding for a new full-time Educadon Assistant, Range 11, at $37.0 and a part-dme 
Administrative Clerk 11, Range 8, for ten months at $29.0. This staffing level is based up the test being 
developed endrely by a contractor and the assessment budget, including the one exisdng assessment 
staff member being maintained.

Travel - $10.0
Travel costs are associated with field tesdng and training sessions around the state. Field tesdng is an 
essential element in establishing the technical quality of all test items. Staff will be required to work 
with the contractor to establish the field test and be present to work with groups to validate items and 
establish parameters for testing.

Contractual - $400.0
CS HB 146(FIN) will require an exit examination in three areas: reading, language arts and 
mathemadcs. Based on tesdmony, the three subject areas comprise two different test content areas 
(reading and language arts being developed as one test content area). Estimates of the cost of 
developing exit examinadons in other states range from $150,000 to $250,000 per content a r ^  This 
revised fiscal note is built on the average range of $200,000 for two test content areas. These funds will 
cover the cost of developing die test, setting standards, developing scoring protocols, layout, scanning 
of answer sheets, reports and revision of the test through revision and renorming, equating studies, item 
bank development, or a combination o f these. These costs also include any necessary revision and 
annual maintenance of the test or scoring. It also includes postage, priming, fax and long distance 
costs.

Supplies - S4.0
Supplies include the purchase of tesdng materials and office supplies.

Equipment - $10.0
These funds will be used to purchase the necessary computer equipment, including a scanner, to handle 
the data associated with the exit examination. Andcipated upgrade and replacement costs are reflected 
in future year andcipated costs.

STATE OF ALASKA Bill No. CS HB 146(FIN)
1997 Legislative Session



TO: C SH B  146(F IN ) BY  ADAM S
f  W C U cI 3  - Ll ( D« t\ \e u , P t v u u iL l ,

I V c c c c c  )

SENATE FINANCE 
COMMITTEE

1 P aae  I, line I, fo llo w in g  “ for": Amendment Number: [
Bill Number: H fe IM P

2 In se n  “e le m e n ta ry  and”  S p o n s o r :  S D ate :
Logged In By: uS .c'C T^'i./

3 P ag e  1, line 5:

4 D ele te  “ S ^ o n d a r v  p u p il”

5 In sert “ P u p i l”

6 P age  1, line 14, fo llo w in g  "u n d e r””

7 In se rt “ (a ) o f ’

3 P ag e  2, fo llo w in g  lin e  4:

9 In s e n  n e w  su b se c tio n s  to read :

10 “ (c ) Tn add itio n  to the e x it ex am in a tio n  req u ired  u n d e r  (a) o f  this sec tio n , a

11 local s c h o o l b o ard  shall req u ire  tha t pu p ils  be m easu red  a g a in s t sta te  p e rfo rm a n c e

12 s ta n d a rd s  in  the  areas o f  read in g , w riting , and  m ath em a tic s  a t the grade levels

13 d e te rm in e d  b y  the S tate  B oard  o f  E du ca tio n . T h e  d e p a rtm e n t sh a ll p rov ide sa m p le

14 e x a m in a tio n s  w h ich  w ould  m easu re  a s tu d e n t’s p ro g re ss  to w a rd  the c o m p e ten ce

15 tested  in  th e  ex a m in a tio n  req u ired  under (a) o f  this sec tio n . A  d is tr ic t w ill u se

16 these o r  o th e r  m easu res  d e te rm in ed  by the d e p a rtm e n t to be co m p arab le , an d  sh a ll

17 be re s p o n s ib le  fo r sco rin g  and  rep o rtin g  re su lts . E ach  d is tr ic t sh a ll repo rt its

18 resu lts  in  its  a n n u a l R ep o rt C ard  to the p u b lic  and  su b m it re su lts  annually  to the

19 d e p a rtm e n t.

20 (d )  A  p u p il w ho fa ils  to d em o n stra te  pi fic ien cy  on  d is tr ic t  m easures

21 re q u ire d  u n d e r  this su b sec tio n  sh a ll re c e iv e  rem ed ia l in s tru c tio n  in  the a reas te s ted .

22 A d is tr ic t  s h a l l  d ev e lo p  in te rv en tio n  p lan s to a ss is t s tu d en ts  w h o  requ ire  re m ed ia l

23 instruction*

AMENDMENT




