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S E N A T O R  S E A N  P A R N E L L

716 WEST 4TII AVENUE, SUITE 530 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501 

(907) 258-8194

Whik in Session:
STATE CAPITOL 

JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801-1182 
(907) 465-2995 1-800-365-2995

February 4,1998

Senator jerry Mackie
Chair, Senate C o m m u n ity  and Regional Affairs 

Capital Room 427

Dear S e n a t^ M a c ^ ^ "

I am respectfully subm itting this request for a C o m m u nity and Regional 
Affairs committee hearing on Senate Bill 208, an act providing for voter 

approval o f the alteration or abolishm ent of certain m unicipal service areas. 1 

w ould  appreciate any effort that can be made to hear the bill late next week or 

early the week follow ing.

Senator Sean Parnell
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S E N A T O R  SE A N  PA R N E L L

SPONSOR STATEMENT
Senate Bill 208

"A n  act provid ing for voter approval of the alteration or abolishm ent of
certain m unicipal service areas"

This legislation was introduced as a means of strengthening local control of 

sei'vice areas. These areas have enabled residents to assess themselves to the 
particular degree and scope of service they seek w itho u t the overhead that 

typically exists if  service were provided by a larger governmental entity.

Essentially, SB 208 w ould prohibit a borough or m unicipality from absorbing 

or abolishing a service area w ithout first requiring a vote r r the people 

covered by the service area.
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Board of Supervisors 
R.S.A. #25 Bogard 
P.O. Box 2274 
Palmer, AK. 99645

January 24, 1998

TO: Senator Sean Parnell
State Capitol Room 504 
Juneau, AK. 99801

Dear Senator Parnell,

The board o f supervisors for R.S.A. # 25 Bogard has discussed Senate Bill 208 and we 
enthusiastically support it. We believe it is still important to allow taxpayers to have a voice in 
the spending o f their tax monies. Local control is important to the residents o f this road service 
area. Thank yc:i for your assistance in maintaining it.

Sincerely Yours,

Valen C.Bair 
Primary R.S.A. # 25

Wrex Diem 
Board R.S.A. # 25
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La»v Offices oi

Douglas L. Blankenship
406 Cushman Street, Suite 2 

Fairbanks, AJaska 99701 

907-452-4300 fax 456-2523 
E-Mail Address: I04576.2433@compuserve.cora

V ia  Facsimile — 465-6592

Senator Sean Parnell 

State Capitol R oom  504 

Juneau, A K  99801

Dear Senator Parnell:

I am chairman o f the Scenic Heights Service Area located in the Fairbanks North Star 
Borough. I  support the amendments contained in Senate B ill 208. Several years ago, the 

Fairbanks North Star Borough mandated that the Scenic Heights Service Area include a 
noncontiguous subdivision located at approximately one-half mile from the border o f the Scenic 
Heights Service Area. Although our service area objected, we were required to accept the 
Borough’s decision.

The amendments requested in your bill are reasonable because, as you know, the 

members o f  the Service Area Commission volunteer their time to assist their community. It is 
inappropriate for a municipality to impose additional responsibility and time commitments upon 
the Service Area Commissioners who volunteer their time when the majority o f the service area 
members object to a proposed action.

Thank you for your efforts.

January 26, 1998

JAN 2  6 j995

Very truly yours,

LAW OFFICES OF DOUGLAS L. BLANKENSHIP

DLB/clin

cc: Sena tor G ary  W ilk e n  v ia  fa cs im ile  465-4714
Representative John Davies via facsimile 465-3519



c c : M a i l  f o r :  S e n a t o r  S e a n  P a r n e l l

Subject: SB208
From: vhoefler^mosquitonet.com (Vaughan Hoefler) at CC2MHS1 1/28/98 11:18 AM

To: Senator Sean Parnell at LAA TRANS

D e a r  S e n a t o r  P a r n e l l ,

O n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  r o a d  s e r v i c e  a r e a  c o m m is s io n e r s  f o r  t h e  E s t e r  L um p  S e r v i c e  
A r e a  l o c a t e d  n e a r  F a i r b a n k s ,  w e  s u p p o r t  y o u r  e f f o r t  t o  im p le m e n t  SB  208 .

V o t e r  a p p r o v a l  f o r  t h e  f o r m a t i o n ,  a l t e r a t i o n ,  o r  a b o l i s h m e n t  o f  c e r t a i n  
s e r v i c e  a r e a s  w o u ld  a l l o w  r e s i d e n t s  t o  m o r e  f a i r l y  d e c i d e  o n  s u c h  
c h a n g e s .  O u r  s e r v i c e  a r e a  r e c e n t l y  f a c e d  a n  a n n e x a t i o n  i s s u e  i n  w h i c h  
t h e  B o r o u g h  s o u g h t  t o  a d d  n o n - c o n t ig u o u s  r o a d s  s e v e r a l  m i l e s  d i s t a n t  t o  
o u r  r o a d  s y s t e m .  T h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  r o a d s  p r o p o s e d  f o r  a n n e x a t i o n  w e r e  
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  o u r  o w n , b u i l t  a t  d i f f e r e n t  t im e s ,  a n d  s u b j e c t  
t o
s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  w e a t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  N o r t h  S t a r  
B o r o u g h
R u r a l  S e r v i c e s  D i v i s i o n  p r e s e n t e d  t h i s  a n n e x a t i o n  i s s u e  a s  t h e  o n l y  o p t i o n  
t o  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  b o t h  a r e a s .  M a n y  o f  o u r  a r e a ' s  r e s i d e n t s  v e n t e d  t h e i r  
f r u s t r a t i o n  f o r  n o t  h a v i n g  a n y  “s a y "  i n  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  d i r e c t  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  
o u r  r o a d s .
A f t e r  tw o  A s s e m b ly  m e e t i n g s ,  a n d  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  t e s t im o n y  o f  m a n y  r e s i d e n t s ,  
t h e  a s s e m b ly  m o v e d  f o r  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a  s e p a r a t e  s e r v i c e  a r e a .

H a d  A S  2 9 .3 5 .4 5 0  ( v o t e r  a p p r o v a l  o f  a l t e r a t i o n  o r  a b o l i s h m e n t  o f  s e r v i c e  
a r e a s )
b e e n  i n  e f f e c t ,  o u r  c o n c e r n s  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  b r o u g h t  f o r t h  l o n g  b e f o r e  
t h e  B o r o u g h  e x p e n d e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  t im e  a n d  f u n d s  d e v e l o p i n g  t h i s  p l a n .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  t a k i n g  t h e  e f f o r t  t o  m a k e  t h e s e  c h a n g e s ,  a s  t h e y  w i l l  
p r o v i d e  s e r v i c e  a r e a  r e s i d e n t s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  m o r e  e f f e c t i v e l y  
g o v e r n  t h e  g r o w t h  o r  c h a n g e  o f  t h e i r  a r e a s .

P l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  t o  c a l l  m e  a t  907-452-7955 i f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s .

C a r o l  H o e f l e r


