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BILL NO. (S) publish Date:

1997 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

R_EViSiOﬂ Date Dept Affected_
Title Support Access 1o Denali/Vonaer Lake Ihru
Bomponent -

Sponsor Senator Wilken _
Requester Senate Transportation Component Serial No.

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 98 FY 99 FY 00 FY 01 FY 02 FY 03

Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants &Claims
Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES | ]

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF _

1005 GF/Program Receipts

1037 GF/Mental Health _

1091 Designated Pro%ram Receipts

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Estimate of any current year (FY97) cost; 0,0
POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS:  (attachaseparate pageif necessary)

This resolution has no fiscal impact on state departments.

Prepared by~ Senate Transportation Committee Phone_ 465-6641
Division Date”

Approved by Senator Jerry Ward, Chairman Date 414197
Agency

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR"S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For futterdistriautio Infamation, &l the Govermor™s Lageskatine Office
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SPONSOR STATEMENT

Senate Joint Resolution 25
"Support Access to Denali/Wonder Lake"

SJR 25 calls for the Alaska Legislature's endorsement of a proposed northern
access railroad route into Denali National Park. A new northern railroad
route, connecting the Alaska Railroad with Wonder Lake, would not only
provide enhanced viewing opportunities for Alaskans, but for visitors to the
state as well. This could serve to bolster tourism in Alaska, since the Park, the
Mountain and all of the surrounding wild beauty would be accessible on a
year-round basis, instead of just the summer months. In addition to
improving access into the Park, this proposal would enable the state to
encourage and monitor development opportunities involving the private
sector, without substantially affecting the state's financial resources.

This proposed northern access route is supported by the National Park
Service Advisory Board along with many of the organizations and
communities along the existing Alaska Railroad corridor, including but not
limited to the Municipality of Anchorage, Fairbanks North Star Borough, the
City of North Pole, the City of Nenana, the City of Seward, and the
M antanuska-Susitna Borough.

Home of tho
University of Alaska



The Denali Railway System
Project

Park Access
for
the 21st Century

The purpose of this overview is to illustrate how the Denali Railway
System will positively effect the visitor/tourism industry in the railbelt region of
Alaska and its communities while at the same time making positive impact on
future operations of Denali National Park and Preserve.

The Denali Railway System Project (DRS), is tourism infrastructure
development for all of Alaska. Infrastructure is usually developed with
government funds, the public’s money, and generates no revenue, either to repay
the cost of the development or produce ongoing revenue for the government that
supplied the funds. The DRS is different.  The DRS will be built with private
capital for the public’s benefit. The DRS will be a “keystone” in the tourism

infrastructure of Alaska.

The DRS creates a new Denali venue for Alaska’s highway visitors and
the cruise ship industry during the traditional summer season. Through the
implementation of Air-Rail Touring®, utilizing the international airports at
Anchorage and Fairbanks and the Alaska Railroad System, the DRS will
attract a new element of visitors to Alaska and Denali - year-round.

Kantishna Holdings Inc., (KHI) an Alaskan corporation, conceived and
developed the DRS to provide adequate and feasible access into the Park interior
for visitors, inholders and the National Park Service (NPS) and, to create a
controlled and regulated form of efficient transportation that will assure long
term resource protection of the park environs. The DRS is a “System” which
incorporates and integrates all necessary facilities for a complete visitor
experience, at the edge of, and in the interior of the Denali National Park.
Additionally all elements of the system are located outside the Wilderness areas
of the Park. The DRS system includes Visitor Center-Hotels inclusive of
Railroad Terminals at both ends ofits service line. In short, the DRS will create
a new, much needed venue for all Americans and their visitors into Denali.

KHI has proposed that all track and facilities be located on NPS managed
lands within Denali, not private lands. This placement should insure the highest
level of development quality and eliminate the potential of rambling development.
Several sites are suitable for the location of “in-park” facilities in the viewshed of

Wonder Lake and Mt. McKinley.

The main objective of the DRS is to provide rail passenger service to the
interior of Denali, reducing the congestion on the existing road - a 300’wide Park
strip - bisecting the two Wilderness Areas ofthe Denali.



With the existing road reaching its carrying capacity, the shifting of NPS
administrative and other utility traffic destined for the Won ‘er Lake and
Kantishna area, the DRS could eliminate about 1,000 to 1,200 vehicle events per
year (each vehicle into the park equaling one vehicle event),-which an NPS consultant
estimates could be converted to visitor bus events, thus allowing 47,000 to

56,400 more visitors into the park annually.

Wonder Lake is an lIcon of Alaska, the location of the best known photos of
Mt. McKinley and a remarkable place. As example, a recent PBS series called
“Living Edens” was filmed in Denali. The film extolled the virtues of Wilderness,
but to the experienced eye, the film was shot mostly from road side locations near
Wonder Lake. In truth, Wonder Lake is one of the least accessible destinations
for the average Park visitor due to the woefully inadequate transportation
system. The DRS will solve this problem without conflicting with visitor
activities on the existing road. The road and rail system are in different valleys
ofthe Park separated by a mountain range. The two systems would be in view of
each other only near the north end of Wonder Lake. With the volume of visitors
to Alaska growing by 7-8% per year the DRS will provide adequate visitor
capacity well into the next century. Starting with the estimated 525,000 vibitors
now visiting the state on a year-round basis who are unable to get into Denali.

List of Benefits of the DRS

. The DRS creates a new venue within the Park and allows for increased access for visitors
and residents in a controlled and regulated manner

. The DRS will be located on State lands and National Park lands and be a long term,
environmentally safe and sensible solution to visitor and Inholding access problems at

Denali National Park.

. The entire route of the DRS and all facilities will be located outside the Wilderness Areas
of the Park.

. The DRS will provide adequate and feasible access to the interior of the park on a year -
round basis.

. The DRS connects the "Day Use" at Wonder Lake to a gateway area, just north of Healy,
Alaska, reducing congestion near the existing Park entrance (a concept suggested in the Vail
Agenda).

. The DRS eastern terminus, near Healy, is out of view of the George Parks Highway.

Therefore the Project will not contribute to the sense of urban sprawl present near the
Park entrance.

. The DRS western terminus at Wonder Lake, could include a Ranger Station with state-of-
the-art communications for providing security in the interior region of the park. The DRS
proposes to provide residential units for the NPS personnel, eliminating the need for an
expanded NPS budget to facilitate the development of the DRS.

. The dry, interior, non-maritime climate of the north side provides grand vistas to the

DRS traveler, including the ultimate north side view of Denali.
I

. All DRS “in-park” facilities are proposed to use LNG / LPG fuel systems and the latest in
co-generation techniques for the cleanest possible operation.



The DRS will comply fully with the Americans With Disabilities Act ami will actively
market to and encourage use of the system by people experiencing disabilities.

. The DRS will be an all First Class System, providing comfort and safety to the elderly
and young. Lodging facilities will be of 2 Stars quality or better.

. KHI has proposed the construction of a 60 bed Travelers Hostel near the Wonder Lake
area facilities in order to provide a lower price point facility for those traveling on student
budgets.

| Terminals will have emergency medical facilities capable of providing service to the

interior region of the Park on an emergency basis. The DRS will develop a
comprehensive emergency plan for the entire route including fire response.

. The DRS will generate new revenue for Denali National Park and Preserve. Based on a
$5 per passenger head fee, the estimated 525,000 passengers annually could generate
$2,625,000 in revenue, about 40% of the current operating budget of the Park. This
revenue should exceed any increase in operational costs experienced by the NPS in

relation to the operation of the DRS.

. The DRS will create a museum quality, educational and informative atmosphere within
the Visitor Center/Hotel/Terminal facilities. Diorama, electronic, pictorial, mechanical,
and other methods of display will be used in the interpretive process.

. The DRS will provide an alternative to those not wishing to take the arduous 8 to 12 hour
bus based wildlife tours on the park road and those more interested in the opportunity to

view The Mountain.

. All developmental and operational costs for the DRS will be undertaken with private
capital.
. The DRS will connect to the Alaska Railroad System which in turn connects to

International Airports in Fairbanks and Anchorage. The DRS is truly an efficient and
ethical Intermodal infrastructure concept. Air-Rail TouringoKHt packages for the
independent traveler as well as, the larger packaged groups will be able to utilize the

DRS infrastructure.

On Dec. 14th, 1994, following a presentation KHI, the National Park
System Advisory Board (NPSAB), the parent board of the Denali Task Force,
endorsed the creation of a new northern railroad route to Wonder Lake. Soon
after, in early February of 1995, KHI petitioned Secretary of the Interior Bruce
Babbitt to create a rail / utility corridor and grant a lease of that right-of-way to
KHI under the Secretary’s management powers. In 1996, Congress mandated a
“North Access Study” for Denali, to be completed by late March or early April of
1997, subject to that study and other factors, the decision to create a right-of-

way is still pending before the Secretary.

The DRS Project has another very significant potential that other
proposed activities around Denali do not. The DRS system will create long term
year-round jobs for Alaskans, between 350 and 650 people seasonally. Current
efforts to create “Touch the Park experiences”, outside the park, south of the
Park’s entrance all rely on the appropriation of public funds.and create very few,
if any, year-round jobs. At best, the South Side Plan will be:10 to 15 years in the
making. The DRS can be complete within four years with elements operational



within two years. There is no doubt that this development will benefit the
Alaskan economy in a far superior fashion.

Denali National Park is a very large Park, 6.4 Million Acres or 10,000
square miles. Imagine a quarter mile long strip of land. Walk to the middle of
that strip, turn 90 degrees either direction and walk for forty thousand miles!
That is the size of Denali. The existing road corridor is about 3,300 Acres (300’ x
somi.), the equivalent of 1/1955th of the Park. The 57 miles of 200" wide DRS
railroad right-of-way equals only 1381 acres - 1/4631th ofthe Park. Two - thirds
(2/3) of Denali, about 4.2 million acres is non-Wilderness Area, Park and
Preserve, mostly on the north side. In all that area, there are scarcely more
than 10 miles of road, none connecting to the front country of the park without
going through the Wilderness Area. This Project will have little negative impact

on the Park

In closing, the DRS Project is an ideal opportunity for a Public - Private
development relationship. Clearly, Denali is an economic engine for Alaska,
particularly so for the Railbelt of the Alaska. But it needs better access.

The attached documents present the broad constituency the DRS Project
has developed in Alaska. We believe this constituency is very similar to the
make-up of the general population of America and that the DRS concept is a
unique and innovative way of dealing with the problems facing many of the other
national parks in the west as well. If you have questions or comments, please

contact me directly.

Sincerely.

Joseph N. Fields Ill, Chairman & President
Kantishna Holdings Inc.

© Kill 1996 « P.O. Box 71017. Fairbanks, AK 99707-1047 « Tel. 907-451-7906 Fax. 907-451-6494
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Endorsements of

the Denali Railway System™
AND
Northern Railroad Access for

Denali National Park and Preserve

The Denali Borough =Resolution 93*02 -2/14/93

The Alaska State Legislature -HJR 28 - Legislative Resolve No. 19 -2-08/94
National Park System Advisory Board -Resolution 1214/94

The Fairbanks North Star Borough - Resolution No. 96-035 -4/11/96

The City of Nenana -Resolution No. 96-08 -4/11/96

The City*of Seward -Resolution No 96-053 -4/22/96

Interior District Democrats in Convention -4/13 96

The City of Fairbanks -Resolution No. 3652 -4/22 96

Tile Matanuska -Susitna Borough -Resolution No. 96-027 - 6"4-96

The Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce -Resolution No. 96-0325.3 -4/16 96
The Fairbanks Convention anu Visitors Bureau. 7.96

The Citizen"s Advisory Commission on Federal Areas - 11/15/95

Die Alaska Visitors Association - Letter -5.11.94

Die Fairbanks Building & Construction Trades Council AFL -Cl10 - Letter -4-24 96
The Alaska Miners Association - Letter - 7/7/95

Access Alaska Inc.- Non-Profit Disability Access Advocates - Letter -5/11/94

The Alaska Railroad Corporation - Letter - 11/3/93

Tho Associated General Contractors of Alaska - Letter - 1/19/96

Gil Carmichael: Former U.S. Railroad Administrator iuProgressive Railroading -6/95
Dr. Bradford Washburn. Famed ML McKinley Surveyor/Photographer - Letter -1/30.96
City ofNorth Pole -Resolution ofEndorsement, N=96-10, October 7th. 1996

Municipal Assembly of Anchorage, Resolution of Endorsement N<96-274, October 7th. 1996

-Inchorage Convention and Visitors Bureau -Resolution of Endorsement. October 5. 1996

Many other private citizens and companies have also endorsed the DRS Project.

m&KHI 1906 « RO Box71047, Fairbanks, A K 99707-1047 « Tel. 907-451-7906 Fax. 907-451-0494



FRANK H. MURKOWSKI
ALASKA

COMMITTEES:

CHAIRMAN United States Senate

ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES
FINANCE

WASHINGTON. DC 20510-0202

VETERANS' AFFAIRS
INDIAN AFFAIRS

February 26, 1997

Mr. Joseph N. Fields, Il
President

Kantishna Holdings Inc.
Post Office Box 71047
Fairbanks, AK 99707

Dear Joseph:

222 Wist 7n< Avenue. Bo* 1
Ancmoraoe AK 99513-7570

(9071 271-3735

101 12th Avenue Box 7
Fairbanks, AK 99701-5278

1907) 455-0233

P.O.00X21647
Juneau AK 99902-1647
19071 586-7400

130 Tradino Bav Road. Suite 350
Kenai. AK 99611-7716
1907) 283-5808

109 M ain Street
Ketchikan. AK 99901-8489
(9071 225-6880

Thank you for sending acopy of the Kantishna Holdings response to the National Park
Sendee’s Scoping Questions for the North Access Study at Denali. As you know, | advocate a
northern access route and would prefer to investigate the possibilities of arailway system along the

Stampede Trail.

I have forwarded the Kantishna Holdings materials to Jim O’Toole, Professional Staff
Member of the Energy and Natural Resources Committee. He is my point man on the Denali
access issue, and | know you will find him knowledgeable and helpful on this subject. | look
fonvard to reviewing your proposal further and will contact you if there are any questions about

the submitted material. 1f you would like to arrange a meedng for the next time you. are in
Washington, please contact Janet Klinger of my office (202-224-6665) to schedule an appointment

with either myself or with Jim O’Toole.

Thank you again for your continued support in this very important endeavor.

Sincerely,

rranx n. iviurKowsxi
United States Senator

ampin.



THE NATIONALPARK SYSTEM ADVISORY BOARD
SPECIAL CALLED MEETING
DECEMBER 14,1954
1:00pm
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

RESOLUTION No.

RE IT RESOLVED, that the National Park System Adviaory Board in its Special Called Meeting
to review the Board1 Special Talk Force Committee Report for Denali National Park, Alaska,
does hereby recommend the Mowing:

WHEREAS, the increasing demand for access to Demis National Park and Preserve cannot be
met by the tingle editing Denali Road, ind

WHEREAS, adequate data exists to suggest that the Denali Road ii reaching its carrying
capacity, and any appreciable increase in traffic wiQ result in a loss of corridor wildlife, and

WHEREAS, Xanmlina land owners are guaranteed access to thdr inholdings, and

WHEREAS, th« National Park Sarvica baa very limited control over development of tho private
lands at Kantishna, and

WHEREAS, each new development puu more pressure cn the Denali Rood, and

WHEREAS, the Denali Committee recognized that the South Slope developments, if completed,
would reduce North side preiaurca "only in part”, and

WHEREAS, alternative transportation modes and/or routes would prevent the necessity of a
"loop road", which w u oppoted by both the committee and the Park management, and

WHEREAS, dedicating a few hundred tcrea of the six-million acre park for use by the people
will not degrade the Park, and will provide for the enjoyment and education of many, and

WHEREAS, aNorth acccaa ia the only reasonable means of accommodating the increasing
tourist demand, and

WHEREAS, the Denali Committee wia not able to sufficiently examine alternative transportation
modca/acceaa to evaluate their merits.

NOW, THEREFORE, the National Park System Advisory Board appro /ea the Denali Task
Force Committee Report with an Amendment for endorsement of establishing a new northern
railroad route contingent upon prior stakeholder agreements on the extent and nature of



NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM ADVISORY BOARD
SPECIAL CALLED MEETING

DENALINATIONAL PARK TASK FORCE COMMITTEE REPORT
RESOLUTION No.///

December M, 1994
Page 2

development fa the immediate Wonder Lake area.

DONE, tfch Foarteeath Day of December, Nineteen Hnndrtd and Ninety Fanr, here
Waahingtoo, DC.
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RESOLUTION NO. 96-035

R 0 A B

WHEREAS, Denali National Pnrk (Denali) is the top visitor destination in
Alaska and a critical element in the Alaska visitor/tourism industry and access into
Denali is extremely restricted due lo the limited existing transportation infrastructure;

and

WHEREAS, the existing park red in Denali is at its carrying capacity and
IS creating adverse impacts on the environment, management problems for the National

Park Service, a hottleneck in the visitor/tourism delivery system of Alaska, and access
problems for park inholders; and

WHEREAS, no new road access to the interior of Denali IS being
proposed by the state or fecleral governments; and

WHEREAS, the National Park System Advisory Board's December 14
199, resolution accepting the "Denali Task Force Report* specifically endorsed the
creation of a new northern railroad route to Wonder Lake; and



RPR 12 "96 11-13RM FNSB CLERK"S OFFICE P.2/3

WHEREAS, Kantishna Holdings Inc. ba3 proposed the Denali Railway
System to ensure long term resource protection at Denali and to provide year-round
access to the interior of Denall; ana

WHEREAS, Kantishna Holdings Inc. has petitioned the Secretary of the
Interior to create a new northern railroad right-of-way to the area of Wonder Lake on
which to build the Denali Railway System; and

WHEREAS, the proposed Denali Railway System is an environmentally
sound and sensible uncertaking which wil commit substantial private financial
investment in permanent infrastructure in Alaska and the creation of hundreds of new

jobs in Alaska's economy; and

WHEREAS, the visitor/tounsmindustry of the entire state of Alaska will be
enhanced by the year-round operation of new infrastructure created by the Denali

Railway System; and

WHEREAS, all of Alaska's "Railelt," including the community served by
the Fairbanks North Star Borough, will benefit from the permanent jobs and other
economic activity'created by the construction and operation of the Denali Railway

System; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Fairbanks North Star
Borough Assembly and the Borough Mayor endorse the creation of a new northern
railroad right-of-way to Wonder Lake and to construct and operate the Denali Railway
Systemwithin Denali National Park and Preserve.

RESOLUTION NO. 96-035
Page 2 of3



APR 12 "96 11:13PM FNSB CLERK"S OFFICE P.3/3

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Fairbanks North Star Borough
encourages the Secretary of the Interior to request the National Park Service to act
upon the proposal of Kantishna Holding Inc. and create the railroad ngnt-of-nay; and
that the Fairbanks North Star Borough also encourages the Governor of the State of
Alaska and the Alaska Legislature to give their fullest support to the creation of the

Denali Railway System.

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS 11TH DAY OF APRIL, 199%6

Che A Kiloo
Presiaing |cer

ATTEST:

Mon L|aDrexJe MC/AAE
l\/lun|%|pa Boroug &er

Sartos, Logan, LaSota, St. John, Hove, McBride, Hackenmiller, Chizmar
and Kilgore
Noes: None

Ayes:

RESOLUTION NO. 96-035
Page 3 of3



Introduced by: John Immel
Date: Apiil 22nd, 199%

RESOLUTION NO. 3652

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING KANTISHNA HOLDINGS INC.'S
PROPOSAL FOR THE CREATION OF A NORTHERN RAILROAD
RIGHT-OF-WAY TO WONDER LAKE AND FOR THE BUILDING
OF THE DENALI RAILWAY SYSTEM TO SERVICE DENALI

NATIONAL PARK.

WHEREAS, Denali National Park (Denali) is (he top visitor
destination in Alaska ami critical element in the Alaska visitor/tourism industry and
access into Denali is extremely restricted due to the limited existing transportation

infrastructure; add

WHEREAS, the existing park road in Denali is at it carrying capacity
and is creating adverse impacts on the environment, management problems for the
National Park Service, a bottleneck in >hc visitor/i "rism delivery system of Alaska, and

access problems for park inholders; and

WHEREAS, no new road access to the interior of Denali is being
proposed by the State or Federal governments; and

WHEREAS, the National Park System Advisory Board’s December
14th, 1994 resolution accepting the "Denali Task Force Report" specifically endorsed the
creation of a new northern railroad route to Wonder Lake; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE FAIRBANKS

CITY COUNCIL encourages the Secretary of the Interior to request the National Park
Service to act upon the proposal of Kantishna Holding Inc. and create the railroad right-



of-way; and tliat the Fairbanks City Council also encourages the Governor of the State
of Alaska and the Alaska Legislature to give their fullest support to the creation of the

Denali Railway System.

PASSED and APPROVED THIS 22ND DAY OF APRIL, 1996.

AYES:
NAYES:
ABSTAIN:
ABSENT:
ADOPTED:

ATTEST:

N.ANCY 'DeLEON. CITY

C—><

MES C. HAY S ayor

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

HERBERT P. KUSS, City Attorney

CLERK



Main Office (907) 224-3331
Police (907) 224-3338
Harbor (907) 224-3138
Fire (907) 224-3445

Fax (907) 224-3248

CITY OF SEWARD

P.O. BO* 167
SEWARD, ALASKA 99664

April 29, 1996

Joe Fields

Kantishna Holdings, Inc
P. O. Box 71047~
Fairbanks, Alaska 99707

Dear Mr. Fields:

Enclosed is a copy of the resolution of support for the development of the Denali Railway System
to serve Denali National Park that was passed by the Seward City Council on April 22, 1996. Letters
and copies of the resolution have been forwarded to the Governor's office, the State and Federal

legislative delegations and the Secretary of the Interior.

Your proposal to build a railway system into Denali National Park will benefit tourists and locals
alike. This is an exciting project that would open Denali Park to more visitors. In addition, the rail
system will enhance the City of Seward's tourism industry and the creation of permanent jobs and
other activities associated with the construction and operation of the system. The City of Seward
endorses the creation of a new northern railroad right-of-way to Wonder Lake and construction of

the Denali Railway System.

Sincerely,

The City of Seward, Alaska

viayor

Enclosures: Letter and Resolution No. 96-053



Sponsored by: Bencardino

CITY OF SEWARD, ALASKA
RESOLUTION NO. 96-053

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF SEWARD, ALASKA, IN SUPPORT OF KANTISHNA HOLDINGS,
INC.’S PROPOSAL FOR THE CREATION OF A NORTHERN
RAILROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY TO WONDER LAKE AND FOR THE
BUILDING OF THE DENALI RAILWAY SYSTEM TO SERVICE
DENALI NATIONAL PARK

WHEREAS. Denali National Park (Denali) is one of Alaska’s most important visitor
destinations and is a critical element in the Alaska Visitor/Tourism Industry, and access to Denali
is extremely restricted due to the limited existing transportation infrastructure: and

WHEREAS, the existing park road servicing Denali is near its carrying capacity and is
creating adverse impacts on the environment, management problems for the National Park Service,
a bottleneck in the visitor/tounsm delivery system of Alaska and access problems for park in-

holders; and

WHEREAS, neither the state nor federal government has proposed a new road access to the

interior of Denali; and

WHEREAS, on December *4, 1994, the National park System Advisory Board approved
a resolution accepting the Denali Task Force Report and specifically endorsed the creation ofa new

northern railroad route4to Wonder Lake: and

WHEREAS, Kantishna Holdings, Inc., has proposed the Denali Railway System to insure
long term resource protection at Denali and to provide year-round access to the interior of Denali;

and

WHEREAS, the proposed new railway system is an environmentally sound and sensible
undertaking which will commit substantial private financial investment in permanent infrastructure

in Alaska, creating hundreds of new jobs in Alaska’s economy; and

WHEREAS, new infrastructures created by the Denali Ru way System will enhance the
City of Seward’s visitor/tourism industry, and the creation of permanent jobs and other activity
associated with the construction and operation of the Denali Railway System will benefit all of

Alaska’s railbelt communities;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF SEWARD, ALASKA, that:



CITY OF SEWARD. .ALASKA
RESOLUTION NO. 96-05?

Section 1. The City of Seward endorses the creation of a new northern raiiroad right-of-way
to Wonder Lake and the Denaii Railway System as proposed by Kantishna Holdings, Inc.

Section 2. The City* of Seward encourages the Secretary of the Interior to direct the National
Park Service to act upon the proposal made by Kantishna Holdings, Inc., immediately and requests
that Governor Knowies and the .Alaska State Legislature give their full support to the creation of the

Denaii Railway System.
Section 3. This resoiution snail take effect immediately upon its adoption.

PASSED AND .APPROVTD by the City Council of the city of Seward. Alaska, this 22nd
jay of April. 1996.

THE CITY OF SEWARD. .ALASKA

AYES: Anderson. Bencardino. Crane. Deeter. Keil. King, Sieminski
NOES: None
ABSENT: None
ABSTAIN: None

ATTEST:

%mda”™.~Mwph'y. CMC/AAE \
*'Oitv Clerk * /



P.O. Box 196650

.Vnchoragc, .11aslea 99519-6650
Telephone: (907) 343-4431

Fax: (907) 343-4499

Anchora Rick Mijstrom. Mayor

OFFICH OF TILE MAYOR

M umnicip al

August 30, 1996

Mr. Joseph N. Fields IlI
Kantishna Holdings, Inc.
PO Box 71047
Fairbanks, AK 99707

Dear Mr. Fields:

Thank you for providing my office with a copy ofthe Denali Railway System
Project Overview, | am impressed by the magnitude ofyour proposal and by

the broad support you have gathered for the project.

Constructing the railway will totally revolutionize access to our beautiful

Denali National Park by both visitors and Alaskans alike, and would be a
substantial improvement over existing, overburdened infrastructure. | also
very much like the idea of being able to visit Denali on a year round basis
with minimal impact on natural surroundings. | look forward to being kept

abreast of developments as the project progresses

Thank you again for sharing the information. | wish you success in your on-

going efforts.

Rick Mysram
Mayor



CLERK'S OFFICE Submitted by: Assemblymembers WUERCH, BELL,

APWCVED *# Carlson, Kendall, Meyer, Von Gemmingen
Date: _1R~0Q Prepared by: Assembly Policy and Budget
For reading: October 8, 1996
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA
AR "NO. 9%6-2/4
A RESOLUTION OF THE ANCHORAGE MUNICIPAL ASSEMBLY ENDORSING THE
CREATION OF A NORTHERN RAILROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY TO WONDER LAKE
AND THE BUILDING OF THE DENALI RAILWAY SYSTEM

WHEREAS, Denali National Park is the premier visitor destination in Alaska and
access into Denall is extremely restricted due to the limited existing transportation
Infrastructure of the Park; and

HEREAS, the Denail Railway System will create new year-round access from
the Nor\{Yw s%de of the Park to the Kan%(shxa/eWonder Lake area;yand

WHEREAS, no new road access into the interior of Denali is now being
proposed by the State or Federal governments; and

WHEREAS, the Depaii Railway System will be privately funded and will not
compete W|Etﬁt e puBﬁcR/ fundeél Der?/al? out smle Deeelopm)e/nt ann; ang

.WHEREAS, all of Alaska will be enhanced by the year—round operation of the
Denali Railway System, espemaélg Alaska's "Railbelt" including the Municipality of
Anchorage The Gateway to Alaska; and

\WHEREAS, the National Park S¥stem Advisory Board's December 14, 194
Resolution acce tmg; the "Denali Task Force Report" ‘specifically endorsed the creation
ofa new modern raifroad route to Wonder Lake.

NOW, THEREFORE, the Anchorage Municipal Assembly resolves:

Section I The Assembly endorses the development of the Denali Railway
System and requests the Secretary of the Interior to create a
ra||ro?,d nght—of—wal){(swt ble for stich development within the
Denali National Park and Preserve.

Section 2 That the Assembly encourages the Governor of Alaska, his
Commissioners and staff, and the Alaska Legislature to give their
fullest support to the creation of the Denali Railway Systém.
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PAS?ED AND APPROV
&+ aayof Occober ,

ATTEST:

ipal Clerk

ED hy the Anchorage Municipal Assembly this
100y de MUEp y



FROM - CITY OF NORTH POLE PHOF*C NO. : 907 488 3002 Dec. 09 1996 09:48AM PI

ImroduM«f/r»|>%t§: ' September3,1396

Adopted:  October 7,1996

CITY OF NORTH POLE *

RESOLUTION 96-10

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
NORTH POLE SUPPORTING THE DENALIRAILWAY SYSTEM

WHEREAS, the increasing demand for access to Denaii National Park and Preserve “aunot
continue being met by the existing Denali Road, and

o x L . ALOP** > »I* o
WHEREAS, dedicating a few hundred acres ofthe aLXwruilibn acre paA for use by the people
will not degrade die Park; and will provide for the enjoymentand education of many, and

o1 St e ' 2. ..
WHEREAS, Kantishna HoIdings Inc. has proposed the Denali Railway System Project - an
environmentally sound, sensible, innovative, and unique tourism railroad between Healy and
Kantishna to provide access to the Park; and
“e Vv oT. . —_ e B

| J : II"I‘er!*”:. # . b - # {\"W*.. . .
WHEREAS, the Denali Railway.System Project is a visitor transportation infhtstruccurc with die
promise of ~extended, year-roahd'visitor season; and C

WHEREAS, the Project will create more than 500 permanentjobs for Alaskans.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council ofthe City of North Pole that-

Wc give full support to tfae:acation of a railway utility corridor as proposed by Kantishna
Holdings, Inc., as an appropriate, environmentally sound and sensible means of access to the
Park to better serve the visitors of our great State of At .ska.

PASSED AND APPROVED BY A DULY CONSTITUTED QUORUM OF THE CITY
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NORTH POLE, ALASKA THIS 7th DAY OF OCTOBER,

1996. . ‘Meeg

1 ) 3» oo *lj >,

'm$ r\
LYy M L za.

| @ oo, | g YORLUTEM.CUNNINGHAM
. [ ] [ ] «
ATTEST: j L
w\ , VA <A"NASTOVARSKY

% . ' CITY CLERK



By: S. Sterling
Amended: 6/4/96

Adopted: 6/4/96

MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH

RESOLUTION SERIAL NO. 96-027(AM)

A RESOLUTION OF THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH ASSEMBLY IN SUPPORT
OF THE CREATION OF A NORTHERN RAILROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY TO WONDER LAKE
AND FOR THE BUILDING OF THE DENALI RAILWAY SYSTEM TO SERVICE DENALI

NATIONAL PARK.

WHEREAS, Denali N ation al P ark (D enali) is th e top visitor
destination in Alaska and ac ritic a | element in the Alaska
visitor/tourism industry and access into D enali is extremely
re stricted due to thelim ite d e xisting transportation
infrastructure; and,

WHEREAS, the e xisting park road is at its carrying capacity
and is creating adverse im pacts on th e w ild life and th e
environment, management problems for the N ation al P ark Service, a
b ottleneck in th e visitor/tourism delivery system of Alaska, and

4
access problem s for park inholders; and,

WHEREAS, no new road access into the interior o f D enali is
being proposed by the state or federal government; and,

WHEREAS, the N ational P ark System A dvisory Board's
December 14, 1995, resolutionaccepting the "D enaii Task Force
Page 1 of 4 MSB Resolution Serial No. 96-027(AW)

calk/pj c/codedocs/96-0.res AM No. 96-113



Report" specifically endorsed th e creation o f a new northern

railro ad route to Wonder Lake; and,
WHEREAS, Kantishna Holdings, Inc ., has petitioned the
Secretary of the Interior to create a new northern railroad rig h t-

of-way to th e area of Wonder Lake and proposed to b uild th e D enali

R ailway System to ensure long-term resource protection at Denali,

as well as, to provide e fficient year-round access to th e interior

o f the park for inhoiders and th e NPS; and,

WHEREAS, the visitor/tourism industry o f the entire state o f
Alaska w ill be enhanced by the year-round operation of the D enali
R ailw ay System and a il o f Alaska's "R ailb e lt," including th e
community served by the Matanuska-Susitna Borough w ill benefit from
th e permanent jobs and other economic a ctivitie s created by th e
construction and operation of the Denali Railway System; and,

WHEREAS, th e proposed D enali R ailw ay System is an
environmentally .sound and sensible undertaking th at woill commit
substantial private capital investment in permanent infrastructur-re
in Alaska's railb e It region and the creation of over 500 new jobs
in A laska's economy,; and,

WHEREAS, the Denali Railway System woill not compete with th e
proposed Denali southside development plan; and,

Page 2 of 4 MSB Resolution Serial No. 96-027(AM)

calk/pjt/codedocs/96-0.res AM No. 95-118



WHEREAS , the Alaska Legislature, the D enali Borough, the

Fairbanks N orth S tar Borough, th e C ity o f Nenana, th e C ity o f
Seward, the Alaska State Commission on Federal Areas, the Alaska
V isitors A ssociation, Che Fairbanks B uilding & Construction Trades
Council AFL-CI10, the A ssociated G eneral Contractors of Alaska, and
many other organizations and individuals have endorsed a new
northern railro ad right-of-way or the Denali Railway system

NOW, THEREFORE, BE 1T RESOLVED, the M atanuska-Susitna Borough

strongly endorses the creation of a new northern railroad right-o f-

way to W onder Lake and Kantishna H oldings, Inc's, proposal to
construct and operate che D enali R ailw ay System w ith in D enali
N ational Park and Preserve, w ith appropriate development of rail-
based visitor fa cilitie s w ith in th e M atanuska-Susitna Borough.
BE 1T FURTHER RESOLVED, the M atanuska-Susitna Borough
encourages th e S ecretary of th e Interior to direct th e N ational
P ark Service to create a railro ad right-of-w ay to Wonder Lake
immediately for the development of the Denali Railway System. The

M atanuska-Susitna Borough strongly encourages th e Governor of the

State of Alaska, his commissioners, and the Alaska Legislature to
give th e ir fulle st support to th e creation o f th e D enali R ailw ay
System.

Page 3 of 4 MSB Resolution Serial No. 96-027 (AM)

calk/pjc/codedccs/96-0.res AM No. 96-118



ADOPTED by Che Matanuska-Susicna Borough Assembly chis 4Ch,

day of June, 1996
BARBARA LACHER, 3o0rough Mayor
ATTEST:
SANDRA A. DILLON, Borough Clerk
(SEAL)
MATANUSXAOUSITNa BOROUGH
THIS *] TC CERTIFY thar fiN v —
exact duplicate of -he vcce.-u on ni.- e
the Barougi} Qark'i Offioa.
C NT Tt
Page 4 of 4 MSB Resoiucion Serial No. 96-0-27 (AM)
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t A RESOLUTION 96-08 T~

In support of Kantishpa Holdings Lnc's. Propqsal For
The Creationp%)f M{Iorthern ﬂailroad rhglght-Of-Waypcf'o {/\/onder Lake
AND FOR THE BUILDING_OF THE ENALI RAILWAY SYSTEM TO SERVICE
Denali National Park

WHEREAS, Denaii National Park (Denali) is the top visitor destination in Alaska and a
critical element in the Alaska Visitor/Tourism Industry and access into Denali is extremely

restricted due to the limited existing transportation infrastructure, and

WHEREAS, the existing park road in Denali is at its carrying capacity and is creating
adverse impacts on the environment, creates management problems for the National Park
Service, a bottleneck in the visitor/ tourism delivery system of Alaska, access problems for
park inholders and that no new road access to the interior of Denali is being proposed by

the State or Federal Government, and

WHEREAS, the National Park System Advisory Board’s December 14, 1994 Resolution
accepting the "Denali Task Force Report"” endorsed the creation of a new northern railroad

route to Wonder Lake, and

WHEREAS, Kantishna Holdings Inc., has proposed the Denaii Railway System to
provide year-round access to the interior of Denali and has petitioned the Secretary of the
Interior to create a new northern railroad right-of-way to the area of Wonder Lake on which

to build it, and

.WHEREAS. The Alaska Legislature, the Denali Borough, the Alaska State Commission
on Federal Areas, the Alaska Visitors Association, the Fairbanks Building & Construction
Trades Council AFL-CIO, the Associated General Contractors of Alaska, the Alaska State
Chamber of Commerce and many other organizations and individuals have endorsed a new
northern railroad right-of-way and Kantishna Holdings Inc’s, proposal, and

WHEREAS, The Denali Railway System is an environmentally sound and sensible
development that will result in a substantial financial investment in permanent infrastructure

in Alaska and the creation of hundreds of new jobs in Alaska’s economy, and

WHEREAS, the City of Nenana has plans to expand the visitor / tourism infrastructure in
Alaska and will benefit from the development of new infrastructure created by the Denali

Railway System, and

WHEREAS, the City of Nenana and all of the Alaska's “Railbelt" will benefit from the
permanentjobs and other economic activity created by the construction and operation of the

Denali Railway System.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the City of Nenana strongly endorses the
creation of a new northern railroad right-of-way to Wonder Lake and Kantishna Holdings Inc?,
proposal to construct and operate the Denali Railway System within Denali National Park.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City of Nenana encourages the Secretary of the Interior
to act upon this proposal immediately and asks the National Park Service, the State of Alaska,
through its Governor, Legislature and Commissioners to give their fullest support to the creation of

the Denali Railway System as proposed jjy Kantishna Holdings Inc.
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Joe Fields
- Kantishna Group, Inc.

P.O. Box

Fairbanks.

Dear Mr,

The Alaska Visitors Association (AVA) Board of Directors supports the Kantishna
Group's pursuit of a right-of-way to construct a railroad into Kantishna.

71047
AK 99707

Fieias:

t o r s A s o

« Anchora

s i

S
Suite 403 age,

Alaska

a t i o

99503

c i

We

believe this venture would not only provide a qualicy visitor experience, but also

help accommodate the need for increased access into Denali National Park.

light of projected visitor growth, it is becoming more and more important to find

In

environmentally acceptable and economically feasible ways to allow greater

visitation

In recent years, the AVA board has adopted a resolution encouraging the State of
A transportation corridor of this

Alaska to acquire a right-of-way into Kantishna.
A rail

type would be ideal for either rail or road development.
most likely represent the most environmentally sensible alternative to transporting

into Denali.

large numbers of visitors into Denali and Kantishna.

We wish fou good luck with your endeavors.

however, would

If you need further clarification,

please don't hesitate to call myself at 279-0001, or the AV A office at 561-5733.

Sincerely,
rv-> iOcP 'mi'hj,
Tim Worthen

AVA Park Access Committee Chair

n
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RESOLUTION

A RESOLUTION BY THE FAIRBANKS CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU IN
SUPPORT OF THE CREATION OF A NORTHERN ACCESS ROUTE TO DENALI

NATIONAL PARK AND RESERVE.
WHEREAS, Denali National Park is one of the top visitor destinations in Alaska; and

WHEREAS, Denali National Park is a critical element in the Alaska Visitor Industry throughout the State
and Fairbanks; and

WHEREAS, the current limits on access into Denali National Park restrict many visitors and residents from
entering the Park; and

WHEREAS, the existing park road in Denali National Park is at capacity and has become a bottleneck in
the visitor/tourism delivery system for park in-holders; and

WHEREAS, no new road access to the interior of Denali National Park is being proposed by the state or
federal government; and

WHEREAS, a northern access will provide feasible access for park visitors; and

WHEREAS, a northern access route will create new wildlife viewing and recreational opportunities for
visitors to Denali National Park; and

WHEREAS, a northern access rouie within the Denali National Park will be on National Park Service
managed lands, not private lands; and

WHEREAS, a northern access route to the interior of Denali National Park will allow for more visitors into
the park with little impact on the natural surroundings of the park’s interior; and

WTIEREAS, a northern access route will proude for the long term needs of the visitor/tourism industry
for increased access to the interior of Denali National Park and provide for the needs of the handicapped and

elderly.

NOW THEREFORE13E IT RESOLVED: ihat the Fairbanks Convention and Visitors Bureau supports
the creation ofa nonhem access route into the interior of Denali National Park.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that the Fairbanks Convention and Visitors Bureau encourages the
National Park Service at Denali National Park and all its level”, the State of Alaska, its Governor, Legislature, and
National Delegation to give full support to the creation ofa northern access route as an appropriate and sensible
means of access to the Park to/better serve the visitor/tourism industry and residents ofthe State.

ily/l, 1996 by the Fairbanks Convention and Visitors Bureau Board of Directors.

Peggjfififlart
Chair Elect

I'M A cby.
Matt Atkinson

Treasurer Secretary



ACVB RESOLUTION

A Resolution of the Anchorage Convention & Visitors Bureau
in Endorsement of the Concept for
Creation of a Northern Railroad Right-of-Way
to Wonder Lake and the
Building of the Denali Railway System

WHEREAS, Denali National Park is the premier visitor destination
in Alaska and access into Denali is extremely restricted due to the
limited existing transportation infrastructure of the Park; and

WHEREAS, the Denali Railway System will create new year-round
access from the north side of the Park to the Kantishna/Wonaer Lake

area; and

WHEREAS, no new road access into the interior of Denali is now
being proposed by the St"le or Federal governments; and

WHEREAS, the Denaii Railway System will be privately funded
and will not compete with the publicly-funded Denali Southside

Development Plan; and

WHEREAS, all of Alaska will be enhanced by the year-round
operation of the Denali Railway System, especially Alaska's
"Railbelt,” including the Municipality of Anchorage - The Gateway to

Alaska; and

WHEREAS, the National Park System Advisory Board's December
14, 1994 Resolution accepting the "Denali Task Force Report"
specifically endoi .ed the creation of a new modern railroad route to

Wonder Lake. )

NOW, THEREFORE, the Anchorage Convention & Visitors Bureau
Board of Directors on this 5th day of October, 199S, resolves:

1. ACVB endorses the concept of the development of the Denaii
Railway System, and requests the Secretary of the Interior
to create a railroad right-of-way suitable for such
development within the Denali National Park and Preserve.

2. ACVB encourages the Governor of Alaska, his Commissioners
and staff, and the Alaska Legislature to give their fullest
support to the creation of the Denali Railway System.

3. ACVB will cmtinue to endorse this project based upon the
current proposal, presented as the "Denali Railway System."

Bill Elandér

Max Lowe
President & CEO

Chairman

524 W Fourth Avenue
Anchorage. Alaila
99501-2212

907-276-4 118
F.x 907-278-5559
entil:co)@ei.ilf.net
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D enali railroad

T HE PROPOSAL fora privately builtand operated railroad

system within Denali National Park received another boost the
other day with the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Assembly% unani-
mous endorsement.

The proposed rail line on the north side of Denali Park would link
the Healy area, offthe Parks Highway, and the Wonder Lake-Kan-
tishna retnon in the center ofthe park.

According to a resolution passed by the

Assembly, the rail line would not com-

pete with the proposed southside de- civic interests on
velopment on Denali State Park land.

"The proposed Denali Railway sys-
tem is an environmentally sound and  side and those on
sensible _under_taking th_atv_vill commit  he south have com -
substantial private capital investment
in permanent infrastructure in Alas-  Peted strongly
kat railbelt region and the creationof  The com petition
over 500 new jobs," the Assembly said.
It called on Gov. Thny Knowles and the
Legislature to give their full supportto hands of anti-devel-
the project and for the secretary of Inte-
rior to act quickly to create a railroad
right-of-way within the park.

Aspecial federal-state task force last year identified the proposed
system as a preferred alternative to a new road within the park. The
task force also endorsed development ofa destination site on the
south side of the mountain, which would include a visitors center on
state park land west of Talkeetna. in the Petersville Creek area.

In years past, business and civic interests on the park’s north side
and those on the south have competed strongly to win an advantage
in such hoped-for tourist-dollar enhancements as a new road, hotel
or visitor center. The competition has played into the hands ofanti-
development forces that have used the squabbles to block all the pro-
posals. As a consequence, no project has gone forward.

In light of the past differences, its encouraging now to see the
Matanuska-Susitna Assembly support a project important to Interi-
or Alaska. The more that Alaska communities stand together like
this, the better the chances are that the state may finally see
progress in building new roads, new visitor destination centers and
perhaps a new railroad link into Denali National Park.

For the record, in addition to support from the Matanuska-Susit-
na Borough Assembly, the Denali Railway project, has received en-
dorsements from the Fairbanks North Star Borough and the Denali
Borough, as well as the cities of Seward. Nenana and Fairbanks.

It would be appropriate for the Assembly to add Anchorages
name to the list ofsupporters.

the park’s north

has played into the

opment forces...
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Citizens" A dvisory Comm ission Fairbanks. Alaska 99709- 169
on Federal A reas |1:%(1(7)255112277g15

December 7, 1995

Mr. Joseph N. Fields Il
Chairman & President
Kantishna Holdings Inc.
P.O. Box 71047
Fairbanks, AK 99707

Dear Mr. Fields:

This letter serves as formal notification of the Citizens’ Advisory Commission on Federal Areas
endorsement of the Kantishna Holdings, Inc. proposed Denali Railway System Project. At its
November 15, 1995 meeting in Anchorage, the Commission voted unanimously to endorse the
proposed railway project. In addition to specifically supporting the proposed Denali Railway
System, the motion adopted by the Commission also expressed support for the general concept
of a northern access route into Denali National Park & Preserve.

In recent years it has become clear that the growing visitor demand for access to Denali National
Park & Preserve cannot be met by the existing park road and associated facilities. The latest
effort to meet this increasing demand by providing visitor facilities and interpretive sites outside
park boundaries as proposed in the Denali Southside Development Concept Plan will no doubt
relieve some of the oressure. However, the Commission believes that demand for visitor access
to the park itself u 11 continue to exceed the capacity of the road by an ever increasing margin.
The Denali Railway System proposal, by providing an alternative means to travel into Wonder
Lake, as well as a range of visitor facilities, would serve to meet much of the increasing visitor

demand.

It is our understanding that the proposed railway system also would provide year round access
for private property owners within the park. The Commission is familiar with numerous past
problems experienced by park inholders in attempting to secure access to their properties by way
of the existing park road. We have always fully supported the rights of private property owners
to adequate and feasible access to their property "for economic and other purposes,” as
guaranteed by the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act (ANILCA).

The Commission is also aware of the opposition to development of tourism facilities on private
properties within the Kantishna area of the park. Much of this opposition is based upon
concerns about the ability of the existing park road to meet the increased traffic levels which



