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SPONSOR STATEMENT

Senate Joint Resolution 25 
"Support Access to D enali/W onder Lake"

SJR 25 calls for the Alaska Legislature's endorsem ent of a proposed northern 
access railroad  route in to  Denali N ational Park. A new  northern  railroad 
rou te , connecting the Alaska Railroad w ith W onder Lake, w ould not only 
p rovide enhanced view ing opportunities for Alaskans, bu t for visitors to the 
state as well. This could serve to bolster tourism in Alaska, since the Park, the 
M ountain  and all of the surrounding  wild beauty w ould be accessible on a 
y ear-ro u n d  basis, in stead  of just the sum m er m onths. In add ition  to 
im prov ing  access in to  the Park, this proposal w ould  enable the state  to 
encourage  and  m onitor developm ent opportunities involving the private 
sector, w ithout substantially affecting the state's financial resources.

This p roposed  northern  access rou te  is supported  by  the N ational Park 
Service A dvisory  Board along w ith  m any of the  o rgan iza tions and 
com m unities along the existing Alaska Railroad corridor, including bu t not 
lim ited to the M unicipality of Anchorage, Fairbanks N orth Star Borough, the 
C ity  o f N orth  Pole, the City of N enana, the C ity of Sew ard, and  the 
M antanuska-Susitna Borough.

Home of tho 
University of Alaska



T h e  D e n a l i  R a i l w a y  S y s t e m  

P r o j e c t

P a r k  A c c e s s  
for

th e  2 1 s t  C e n tu r y

The purpose of this overview is to illustrate how the Denali Railway 
System  will positively effect the visitor/tourism  industry in the railbelt region of 
Alaska and its communities while at the sam e time m aking positive impact on 
future operations of Denali National Park and Preserve.

The Denali Railway System  Project (DRS), is tourism  infrastructure 
developm ent for all of A laska. Infrastructure is u su a lly  developed with 
government funds, the public’s money, and generates no revenue, either to repay  
the cost of the development or produce ongoing revenue for the government that 
supplied the funds. The DRS is different. The DRS will be built with private 
capital for the public’s benefit. The DRS will be a “keystone” in the tourism  
infrastructure of Alaska.

The DRS creates a new Denali venue for Alaska’s highway visitors and 
the cruise ship industry during the traditional summer season. Through the 
im plem entation of Air-Rail Touring®, u tiliz ing  the international airports at 
Anchorage and Fairbanks and the A laska Railroad System , the D R S will 
attract a new element of visitors to Alaska and Denali - year-round.

K antishna Holdings Inc., (KHI) an Alaskan corporation, conceived and 
developed the DRS to provide adequate and feasible access into the Park interior 
for visitors, inholders and the N ational Park Service (NPS) and, to create a 
controlled and regulated form of efficient transportation that w ill assure long 
term resource protection of the park environs. The DRS is a “System ” which 
incorporates and integrates all n ecessary  facilities for a com plete visitor 
experience, at the edge of, and in the interior of the D enali National Park. 
Additionally all elements of the system  are located outside the Wilderness areas 
of the Park. The DRS system  includes Visitor Center-H otels inclusive of 
Railroad Terminals at both ends of its service line. In short, the DRS will create 
a new, much needed venue for all Americans and their visitors into Denali.

KHI has proposed that all track and facilities be located on NPS managed  
lands within Denali, not private lands. This placement should insure the highest 
level of development quality and elim inate the potential o f rambling development. 
Several sites are suitable for the location of “in-park” facilities in the viewshed of 
Wonder Lake and Mt. McKinley.

The main objective of the DRS is to provide rail passenger service to the 
interior of Denali, reducing the congestion on the existing road - a 300’ wide Park 
strip - bisecting the two W ilderness Areas of the Denali.

1



With the existing road reaching its carrying capacity, the shifting of NPS 
administrative and other utility traffic destined for the Won 'er Lake and 
Kantishna area, the DRS could eliminate about 1,000 to 1,200 vehicle events per 
year (each vehicle into the park equaling one vehicle event),-which an NPS consultant 
estimates could be converted to visitor bus events, thus allowing 47,000 to 
56,400 more visitors into the park annually.

Wonder Lake is an Icon of Alaska, the location of the best known photos of 
Mt. McKinley and a remarkable place. As example, a recent PBS series called 
“Living Edens” was filmed in Denali. The film extolled the virtues of Wilderness, 
but to the experienced eye, the film was shot mostly from road side locations near 
Wonder Lake. In truth, Wonder Lake is one of the least accessible destinations 
for the average Park visitor due to the woefully inadequate transportation 
system. The DRS will solve this problem without conflicting with visitor 
activities on the existing road. The road and rail system are in different valleys 
of the Park separated by a mountain range. The two systems would be in view of 
each other only near the north end of Wonder Lake. With the volume of visitors 
to Alaska growing by 7-8% per year the DRS will provide adequate visitor 
capacity well into the next century. Starting with the estimated 525,000 vibitors 
now visiting the state on a year-round basis who are unable to get into Denali.

List of Benefits of the DRS______________________

• The DRS creates a new venue within the Park and allows for increased access for visitors 
and residents in a controlled and regulated manner

• The D RS will be located on State lands and National Park lands and be a long term, 
environmentally safe and sensible solution to visitor and Inholding access problems a t 
Denali National Park.

• The entire route of the DRS and all facilities will be located outside the Wilderness Areas 
of the Park.

• The DRS will provide adequate and feasible access to the interior of the park on a year - 
round basis.

• The DRS connects the "Day Use" at Wonder Lake to a gateway area, just north of Healy, 
Alaska, reducing congestion near the existing Park entrance (a concept suggested in the Vail 
Agenda).

• The D R S eastern terminus, near Healy, is out of view of the George Parks Highway. 
Therefore the Project will not contribute to the sense of urban sprawl present near the 
Park entrance.

• The DRS western terminus a t Wonder Lake, could include a Ranger Station with state-of- 
the-art communications for providing security in the interior region of the park. The DRS 
proposes to provide residential units for the NPS personnel, eliminating the need for an 
expanded NPS budget to facilitate the development of the DRS.

• The dry, interior, non-maritime climate of the north side provides grand vistas to the 
DRS traveler, including the ultimate north side view of Denali.

I
• All DRS “in-park” facilities are proposed to use LNG / LPG fuel systems and the latest in 

co-generation techniques for the cleanest possible operation.
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• The D R S will comply fully with the Americans With Disabilities Act ami will actively 
market to and encourage use of the system by people experiencing disabilities.

• The D R S will be an all First Class System, providing comfort and safety to the elderly 
and young. Lodging facilities will be of 2 S tars quality or better.

• KHI has proposed the construction of a 60 bed Travelers Hostel near the Wonder Lake 
area facilities in order to provide a lower price point facility for those traveling on student 
budgets.

■ Term inals will have emergency medical facilities capable of providing service to the
in te rio r region of the Park on an em ergency basis. The D R S  will develop a 
comprehensive emergency plan for the entire route including fire response.

• The DRS will generate new revenue for Denali National Park and Preserve. Based on a 
$5 per passenger head fee, the estim ated 525,000 passengers annually could generate 
$2,625,000 in revenue, about 40% of the current operating budget of the Park. This 
revenue should exceed any increase in operational costs experienced by the NPS in 
relation to the operation of the DRS.

• The D R S will create a museum quality, educational and informative atmosphere within 
the Visitor Center/Hotel/Terminal facilities. Diorama, electronic, pictorial, mechanical, 
and other methods of display will be used in the interpretive process.

• The DRS will provide an alternative to those not wishing to take the arduous 8 to 12 hour 
bus based wildlife tours on the park road and those more interested in the opportunity to 
view The Mountain.

• All developmental and operational costs for the D R S will be undertaken w ith private 
capital.

• The D R S  will connect to the Alaska Railroad System which in tu rn  connects to 
International Airports in Fairbanks and Anchorage. The DRS is truly an efficient and 
ethical Intermodal infrastructure concept. Air-Rail TouringoKHt packages for the 
independent traveler as well as, the larger packaged groups will be able to utilize the 
D RS infrastructure.

On Dec. 14th, 1994, following a presentation KHI, the National Park 
System Advisory Board (NPSAB), the parent board of the Denali Task Force, 
endorsed the creation of a new northern railroad route to Wonder Lake. Soon 
after, in early February of 1995, KHI petitioned Secretary of the Interior Bruce 
Babbitt to create a rail / utility corridor and grant a lease of that right-of-way to 
KHI under the Secretary’s management powers. In 1996, Congress mandated a 
“North Access Study” for Denali, to be completed by late March or early April of 
1997, subject to that study and other factors, the decision to create a right-of- 
way is still pending before the Secretary.

The DRS Project has another very significant potential that other 
proposed activities around Denali do not. The DRS system will create long term 
year-round jobs for Alaskans, between 350 and 650 people seasonally. Current 
efforts to create “Touch the Park experiences”, outside the park, south of the 
Park’s entrance all rely on the appropriation of public funds.and create very few, 
if any, year-round jobs. At best, the South Side Plan will be:10 to 15 years in the 
making. The DRS can be complete within four years with elements operational
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within two years. There is no doubt that this developm ent will benefit the 
Alaskan economy in a far superior fashion.

Denali National Park is a very large Park, 6.4 Million Acres or 10,000  
square miles. Imagine a quarter mile long strip of land. Walk to the middle of 
that strip, turn 90 degrees either direction and walk for forty thousand miles! 
That is the size of Denali. The existing road corridor is about 3,300 Acres ( 3 0 0 ’ x  

9 0 m i . ) ,  the equivalent of l/1955 th  of the Park. The 57 m iles of 200’ wide DRS 
railroad right-of-way equals only 1381 acres - l/4631th  of the Park. Two - thirds 
(2/3) of Denali, about 4.2 m illion acres is  non-W ilderness Area, Park and  
Preserve, mostly on the north side. In all that area, there are scarcely more 
than 10 miles of road, none connecting to the front country of the park without 
going through the W ilderness Area. This Project will have little negative impact 
on the Park

In closing, the DRS Project is an ideal opportunity for a Public - Private  
development relationship. Clearly, Denali is an economic engine for A laska, 
particularly so for the Railbelt of the Alaska. But it needs better access.

The attached docum ents present the broad constituency the DRS Project 
has developed in A laska. We believe this constituency is very similar to the 
make-up of the general population of America and that the DRS concept is a 
unique and innovative way of dealing with the problems facing many of the other 
national parks in the w est as well. If you have questions or comments, please 
contact me directly.

Sincerely.

Joseph N. Fields III, Chairman & President 
Kantishna Holdings Inc.

© K i l l  1996 • P.O. Box 71017. Fairbanks, A K  99707-1047 • Tel. 907-451-7906 Fax. 907-451-6494
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E n d o r s e m e n t s  o f  
t h e  D e n a l i Ra ilw a y  S y st e m *

A N D

N o r t h e r n  R a il r o a d  A c c e ss  f o r  
D en a l i N a t io n a l  P a r k  and  P r e se r v e

The Denali Borough • Resolution 93*02 - 2/14/93

The Alaska State Legislature - H J R  28 - Legislative Resolve No. 19 - 2-08/94

National Park System Advisory Board - Resolution 1214/94

The Fairbanks North Star Borough - Resolution No. 96-035 - 4/11/96

The City of Nenana - Resolution No. 96-08 -4/11/96

The City* of Seward - Resolution No 96-053 - 4/22/96

Interior District Democrats in Convention - 4/13 96

The City of Fairbanks - Resolution No. 3652 - 4/22 96

Tile Matanuska - Susitna Borough - Resolution No. 96-027 - 6'4-96

The Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce - Resolution No. 96-0325.3 - 4/16 96

The Fairbanks Convention anu Visitors Bureau. 7.96

The Citizen's Advisory Commission on Federal Areas - 11/15/95

Die Alaska Visitors Association - Letter - 5.11.94

Die Fairbanks Building &  Construction Trades Council AFL - CIO - Letter - 4-24 96 

The Alaska Miners Association - Letter - 7/7/95

Access Alaska Inc.- Non-Profit Disability Access Advocates - Letter - 5/11/94

The Alaska Railroad Corporation - Letter - 11/3/93

Tho Associated General Contractors of Alaska - Letter - 1/19/96

Gil Carmichael: Former U.S. Railroad Administrator iu Progressive Railroading -6/95

Dr. Bradford Washburn. Famed M L  McKinley Surveyor/Photographer - Letter -1/30.96

City of North Pole - Resolution of Endorsement, N° 96-10, October 7th. 1996

Municipal Assembly of Anchorage, Resolution of Endorsement N°96-274, October 7th. 1996

-lnchorage Convention and Visitors Bureau - Resolution of Endorsement. October 5. 1996

Many other private citizens and companies have also endorsed the D R S  Project.

■&KHI 1906 • RO Box71047, Fairbanks, A K 99707-1047 • Tel. 907-451-7906 Fax. 907-451-0494
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February 26, 1997
1 09  M a i n  S t r e e t  

K e t c h ik a n .  A K  9 9 9 0 1 - 8 4 8 9  

(9071  2 2 5 - 6 8 8 0

Mr. Joseph N. Fields, III 
President
Kantishna Holdings Inc.
Post Office Box 71047 
Fairbanks, A K  99707

Dear Joseph:

Thank you for sending a copy o f the Kantishna Holdings response to the National Park 
Sendee’s Scoping Questions for the North Access Study at Denali. As you know, I advocate a 
northern access route and would prefer to investigate the possibilities o f a railway system along the 
Stampede Trail.

I have forwarded the Kantishna Holdings materials to Jim O’Toole, Professional Staff 
Member o f the Energy and Natural Resources Committee. He is my point man on the Denali 
access issue, and I know you w ill find him knowledgeable and helpful on this subject. I look 
fonvard to reviewing your proposal further and w ill contact you i f  there are any questions about 
the submitted material. I f  you would like to arrange a meedng for the next time you. are in 
Washington, please contact Janet Klinger o f my office (202-224-6665) to schedule an appointment 
with either myself or with Jim O’Toole.

Thank you again for your continued support in this very important endeavor.

Sincerely,

rranx n . iviurKowsxi 
United States Senator

a m p in .



THE NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM  ADVISORY BOARD 
SPECIAL CALLED M EETING 

DECEM BER 14,1954 
1:00pm

DEPARTMENT OF TH E INTERIOR 

RESOLUTION No.

RE IT  RESOLVED, that the National Park System Adviaory Board in its Special Called Meeting 
to  review the Board1! Special Talk Force Committee Report for Denali National Park, Alaska, 
does hereby recommend the Mowing:

W H EREA S, the increasing demand for access to Demis National Park and Preserve cannot be 
met by the tingle editing Denali Road, ind

W H ER EA S, adequate data exists to suggest that the Denali Road ii reaching its carrying 
capacity, and any appreciable increase in traffic wiQ result in a loss of corridor wildlife, and

W H ER EA S, Xanmlina land owners are guaranteed access to thdr inholdings, and

W H ER EA S, th« National Park Sarvica baa very limited control over development o f tho private 
lands at Kantishna, and

W H ER EA S, each new development puu more pressure cn the Denali Rood, and

W H ER EA S, the Denali Committee recognized that the South Slope developments, if completed, 
would reduce North side preiaurca "only in part'’, and

W H ER EA S, alternative transportation modes and/or routes would prevent the necessity o f  a 
"loop road", which w u  oppoted by both the committee and the Park management, and

W H ER EA S, dedicating a few hundred tcrea o f the six-million acre park for use by the people 
will not degrade the Park, and will provide for the enjoyment and education o f many, and

W H ER EA S, a North acccaa ia the only reasonable means o f accommodating the increasing 
tourist demand, and

W H ER EA S, the Denali Committee wia not able to sufficiently examine alternative transportation 
modca/acceaa to evaluate their merits.

N O W , TH EREFO RE, the National Park System Advisory Board appro /ea the Denali Task 
Force Committee Report with an Amendment for endorsement of establishing a new northern 
railroad route contingent upon prior stakeholder agreements on the extent and nature o f



NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM ADVISORY BOARD 
SPECIAL CALLED MEETING
DENALI NATIONAL PARK TASK FORCE COMMITTEE REPORT 
RESOLUTION N o .///
December M, 1994 
P age 2

development fa the immediate Wonder Lake area.

D O N E, tfch Foarteeath  Day of December, Nineteen H n n d rtd  and  Ninety Fanr, here
Waahingtoo, DC.
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By: Mayor Jim Sampson
Paul Chizmar 

Hank Hove 
Bob Logan 

Layne SL John 
Cneryl Kilgore 
Hank Bartos 

Ladd McBride 
Larry Hackenmiller 

Dan LaSota 
Introduced: 04/11/96
Adopted: 04/11/96

RESOLUTION NO. 96-035

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING KANTISHNA HOLDINGS INC.’S 
PROPOSAL FOR THE CREATION OF A NORTHERN RAILROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY 

TO WONDER LAKE AND FOR THE BUILDING OF THE DENALI RAILWAY 
SYSTEM TO SERVICE DENALI NATIONAL PARK

WHEREAS, Denali National Pnrk (Denali) is the top visitor destination in 
Alaska and a critical element in the Alaska visitor/tourism industry and access into 
Denali is extremely restricted due lo the limited existing transportation infrastructure; 
and

WHEREAS, the existing park red in Denali is at its carrying capacity and 
is creating adverse impacts on the environment, management problems for the National 
Park Service, a bottleneck in the visitor/tourism delivery system of Alaska, and access 
problems for park inholders; and

WHEREAS, no new road access to the interior of Denali is being 
proposed by the state or federal governments; and

WHEREAS, the National Park System Advisory Board's December 14, 
1994, resolution accepting the "Denali Task Force Report* specifically endorsed the 
creation of a new northern railroad route to Wonder Lake; and
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WHEREAS, Kantishna Holdings Inc. ba3 proposed the Denali Railway 
System to ensure long term resource protection at Denali and to provide year-round 
access to the interior of Denali; and

WHEREAS, Kantishna Holdings Inc. has petitioned the Secretary of the 
Interior to create a new northern railroad right-of-way to the area of Wonder Lake on 
which to build the Denali Railway System; and

WHEREAS, the proposed Denali Railway System is an environmentally 
sound and sensible undertaking which wiil commit substantial private financial 
investment in permanent infrastructure in Alaska and the creation of hundreds of new 
jobs in Alaska's economy; and

WHEREAS, the visitor/tourism industry of the entire state of Alaska will be 
enhanced by the year-round operation of new infrastructure created by the Denali 
Railway System; and

WHEREAS, all of Alaska's "Railbelt,' including the community served by 
the Fairbanks North Star Borough, will benefit from the permanent jobs and other 
economic activity'created by the construction and operation of the Denali Railway 
System; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Fairbanks North Star 
Borough Assembly and the Borough Mayor endorse the creation of a new northern 
railroad right-of-way to Wonder Lake and to construct and operate the Denali Railway 
System within Denali National Park and Preserve.

RESOLUTION NO. 96-035
Page 2 of3
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Fairbanks North Star Borough
encourages the Secretary of the Interior to request the National Park Service to act 
upon the proposal of Kantishna Holding Inc. and create the railroad right-of-way; and 
that the Fairbanks North Star Borough also encourages the Governor of the State of 
Alaska and the Alaska Legislature to give their fullest support to the creation of the 
Denali Railway System.

Municipal Borough Clerk

Ayes: Sartos, Logan, LaSota, St. John, Hove, McBride, Hackenmiller, Chizmar
and Kilgore 

Noes: None

RESOLUTION NO. 96-035
Page 3 of3

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS 11TH DAY OF APRIL, 1996.

Cheryl Kilgore 
Presiding Officer

ATTEST:

Mona Lisa DrexJer, CMC/AAE



Introduced by: John Immel 
Date: Apiil 22nd, L996

RESOLUTION NO. 3652

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING KANTISHNA HOLDINGS INC.’S 
PROPOSAL FOR THE CREATION OF A NORTHERN RAILROAD 
RIGHT-OF-W AY TO WONDER LAKE AND FOR THE BUILDING 
OF THE DENALI R A ILW AY SYSTEM TO SERVICE DENALI 
NATIO N AL PARK.

WHEREAS, Denali National Park (Denali) is (he top visitor 
destination in Alaska ami critical element in the Alaska visitor/tourism industry and 
access into Denali is extremely restricted due to the limited existing transportation 
infrastructure; add

WHEREAS, the existing park road in Denali is at it carrying capacity 
and is creating adverse impacts on the environment, management problems for the 
National Park Service, a bottleneck in >.hc visitor/i '"rism  delivery system of Alaska, and 
access problems for park inholders; and

WHEREAS, no new road access to the interior of Denali is being 
proposed by the State or Federal governments; and

WHEREAS, the National Park System Advisory Board’s December 
14th, 1994 resolution accepting the "Denali Task Force Report" specifically endorsed the 
creation o f a new northern railroad route to Wonder Lake; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT  RESOLVED BY THE FAIRBANKS 
C ITY CO UNCIL encourages the Secretary of the Interior to request the National Park 
Service to act upon the proposal of Kantishna Holding Inc. and create the railroad right-



of-way; and tlia t the Fairbanks City Council also encourages the Governor of the State 
of Alaska and the Alaska Legislature to give their fullest support to the creation of the 
Denali Railway System.

AYES: 
NAYE S: 
ABSTAIN: 
ABSENT: 
ADOPTED:

ATTEST:

PASSED and APPROVED THIS 22ND DAY O F APRIL, 1996.

C—>.<

M E S  C. H A Y ^ S '^ a y o r

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

HERBERT P. KUSS, City Attorney

N . A N C Y 'DeLEON. C ITY CLERK



CITY OF SEWARD

SEW ARD, ALASKA 99664
P.O. BO* 167

•  Main Office (907) 224-3331
•  Police (907) 224-3338
•  Harbor (907) 224-3138
•  Fire (907) 224-3445
•  Fax (907) 224-3248

April 29, 1996

Joe Fields
Kantishna Holdings, Inc 
P. O. Box 7 I 047~
Fairbanks, Alaska 99707

Dear Mr. Fields:

Enclosed is a copy o f the resolution o f support for the development o f the Denali Railway System 
to serve Denali National Park that was passed by the Seward City Council on April 22, 1996. Letters 
and copies o f the resolution have been forwarded to the Governor's office, the State and Federal 
legislative delegations and the Secretary o f the Interior.

Your proposal to build a railway system into Denali National Park will benefit tourists and locals
alike. This is an exciting project that would open Denali Park to more visitors. In addition, the rail
system will enhance the City o f Seward's tourism industry and the creation o f permanent jobs and
other activities associated with the construction and operation o f the system. The City o f Seward
endorses the creation o f a new northern railroad right-of-way to Wonder Lake and construction o f
the Denali Railway System.

*

Sincerely,

The City o f Seward, Alaska

iviayor

Enclosures: Letter and Resolution No. 96-053



Sponsored by: Bencardino

CITY OF SEWARD, ALASKA
RESOLUTION NO. 96-053

A R E S O L U T IO N  O F  T H E  C IT Y  C O U N C IL  O F  T H E  C IT Y  
O F  SE W A R D , A L A S K A , IN  S U P P O R T  O F  K A N T IS H N A  H O L D IN G S , 

IN C .’S P R O P O S A L  F O R  T H E  C R E A T IO N  O F  A  N O R T H E R N  
R A IL R O A D  R IG H T -O F -W A Y  T O  W O N D E R  L A K E  A N D  F O R  T H E  

B U IL D IN G  O F  T H E  D E N A L I R A IL W A Y  S Y S T E M  T O  S E R V IC E  
D E N A L I N A T IO N A L  P A R K

W H E R E A S . Denali N ational Park (Denali) is one o f  A laska’s m ost im portant visitor 
destinations and is a critical elem ent in the A laska V isitor/Tourism  Industry, and access to Denali 
is extrem ely restricted due to the limited existing transportation infrastructure: and

W H E R E A S , the existing park road servicing D enali is near its carrying capacity and is 
creating adverse impacts on the environment, managem ent problem s for the N ational Park Service, 
a bottleneck in the v isito r/tounsm  delivery system o f  A laska and access problem s for park in­
holders; and

W H E R E A S, neither the state nor federal governm ent has proposed a new  road access to the 
interior o f  Denali; and

W H E R E A S , on D ecem ber *4, 1994, the N ational park System  A dvisory Board approved 
a resolution accepting the Denali Task Force Report and specifically endorsed the creation o f  a  new 
northern railroad route to W onder Lake: and4

W H E R E A S , Kantishna Holdings, Inc., has proposed the Denali R ailw ay System to insure 
long term  resource protection at Denali and to provide year-round access to the interior o f  Denali; 
and

W H E R E A S , the proposed new  railway system  is an environm entally  sound and sensible 
undertaking which will com m it substantial private financial investm ent in perm anent infrastructure 
in A laska, creating hundreds o f  new  jobs in A laska’s econom y; and

W H E R E A S , new  infrastructures created by the D enali R u  way System  will enhance the 
City o f  S ew ard’s v isitor/tourism  industry, and the creation o f  perm anent jobs and other activity 
associated  w ith the construction and operation o f  the D enali R ailw ay System  will benefit all o f  
A laska’s railbelt com m unities;

N O W , T H E R E F O R E , B E  IT  R E SO L V E D  BY T H E  C IT Y  C O U N C IL  O F  T H E  C IT Y  
O F  S E W A R D , A L A SK A , that:



C IT Y  O F  S E W A R D . .A L A SK A
R E S O L U T IO N  N O . 9 6 -0 5 ?

Section  1. The City o f Sew ard endorses the creation o f  a new  northern raiiroad right-of-way 
to W onder Lake and the Denaii R ailw ay System  as proposed by K antishna H old ings, Inc.

S ection  2. The City* o f Sew ard encourages the Secretary o f  the Interior to d irect the National 
Park Service to act upon the proposal m ade by K antishna H oldings, Inc., im m ediate ly  and requests 
that G overnor Knowies and the .Alaska State Legislature give their full support to the creation o f  the 
Denaii R ailw ay  System.

S ec tio n  3. This resoiution snail take effect im m ediately upon its adoption .

PA SSE D  AND .APPRO V TD by the C ity  C ouncil o f  the city o f  Sew ard . A laska, this 22nd 
ja y  o f  A pril. 1996.

T H E  C IT Y  O F  SE  W A R D . .ALASKA

AYES: Anderson. B encardino. C rane. D eeter. Keil. King, S iem inski
NOES: None
A B SEN T: None
A BSTA IN : None

ATTEST:

%mda^.^Mwph'y. CMC/AAE \  
•'0itv Clerk *' /



M u n i c i p a l

A n c h o ra

P.O. Box 196650 
.Vnchoragc, .11 as lea 99519-6650 
Telephone: (907) 343-4431 
Fax: (907) 343-4499

Rick Mijstrom. Mayor

OFFICH OF TILE MAYOR

A u g u s t  3 0 ,  1 9 9 6

M r . J o s e p h  N . F ie ld s  III 

K a n t i s h n a  H o ld in g s ,  Inc .
P O  B o x  7 1 0 4 7  
F a ir b a n k s ,  A K  9 9 7 0 7

D e a r  M r . F ie ld s :

T h a n k  y o u  fo r  p ro v id in g  m y  o ff ic e  w ith  a  c o p y  o f  th e  D e n a l i  R a i lw a y  S y s te m  

P r o je c t  O v e rv ie w , I a m  im p re s s e d  b y  th e  m a g n itu d e  o f  y o u r  p r o p o s a l  a n d  b y  
th e  b r o a d  s u p p o r t  y o u  h a v e  g a th e re d  fo r  th e  p ro je c t .

C o n s t r u c t in g  th e  ra i lw a y  w ill to ta lly  r e v o lu t io n iz e  a c c e s s  to  o u r  b e a u t ifu l  

D e n a l i  N a t io n a l  P a r k  b y  b o th  v is ito rs  a n d  A la s k a n s  a l ik e , a n d  w o u ld  b e  a  

s u b s ta n t ia l  im p ro v e m e n t  o v e r  e x is t in g , o v e rb u rd e n e d  in f r a s tru c tu re .  I  a ls o  

v e ry  m u c h  lik e  th e  id e a  o f  b e in g  a b le  to  v is i t  D e n a l i  o n  a  y e a r  ro u n d  b a s is  

w i th  m in im a l im p a c t  o n  n a tu ra l  s u r ro u n d in g s .  I lo o k  fo rw a rd  to  b e in g  k e p t  

a b r e a s t  o f  d e v e lo p m e n ts  a s  th e  p r o je c t  p r o g r e s s e s

T h a n k  y o u  a g a in  fo r  s h a r in g  th e  in fo rm a tio n . I w is h  y o u  s u c c e s s  in  y o u r  o n ­

g o in g  e f fo r ts .

R ic k  M y s  r a m  

M a y o r



CLERK'S OFFICE 
A PW C V E D  ^

Date:  _ /Q ~O  Q

Submitted by: Assemblymembers WUERCH, BELL, 
Carlson, Kendall, Meyer, Von Gemmingen 
Prepared by: Assembly Policy and Budget 
For reading: October 8, 1996

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 
AR NO. 96-274

A RESOLUTION OF THE ANCHORAGE MUNICIPAL ASSEMBLY ENDORSING THE 
CREATION OF A NORTHERN RAILROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY TO WONDER LAKE 
AND THE BUILDING OF THE DENALI RAILWAY SYSTEM

WHEREAS, Denali National Park is the premier visitor destination in Alaska and 
access into Denali is extremely restricted due to the limited existing transportation 
infrastructure of the Park; and

WHEREAS, the Denaii Railway System will create new year-round access from 
the North side of the Park to the Kantishna/Wonder Lake area; and

WHEREAS, no new road access into the interior of Denali is now being 
proposed by the State or Federal governments; and

WHEREAS, the Denaii Railway System will be privately funded and will not 
compete with the publicly funded Denali Southside Development Plan; and

WHEREAS, all of Alaska will be enhanced by the year-round operation of the 
Denali Railway System, especia'ly Alaska's "Railbelt" including the Municipality of 
Anchorage The Gateway to Alaska; and

WHEREAS, the National Park System Advisory Board's December 14, 1994 
Resolution accepting the "Denali Task Force Report" specifically endorsed the creation 
of a new modern railroad route to Wonder Lake.

NOW, THEREFORE, the Anchorage Municipal Assembly resolves:

Section 1: The Assembly endorses the development of the Denali Railway
System and requests the Secretary of the Interior to create a 
railroad right-of-way suitable for such development within the 
Denali National Park and Preserve.

Section 2: That the Assembly encourages the Governor of Alaska, his
Commissioners and staff, and the Alaska Legislature to give their 
fullest support to the creation of the Denali Railway System.
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PASSED AND APPROVED by the Anchorage Municipal Assembly this 
8t-h day of Occober______ ,1993

ATTEST:

ipal Clerk



FROM : CITY OF NORTH POLE PHOf'C NO. : 907 488 3002 Dec. 09 1996 09:48AM PI

By: MtyorCunmnghun
lmroduM«f/r»l>Ied: • September 3,1996 

Adopted: October 7,1996

CITY OF NORTH POLE *

R E S O L U T IO N  96-10

A  RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
NORTH POLE SUPPORTING THE DENALI RAILWAY SYSTEM

WHEREAS, the increasing demand for access to Denaii National Park and Preserve ^aunot 
continue being m et by the existing Denali Road, and .

• * .. .. . AtUO1**'* *  » !* •*.
WHEREAS, dedicating a few hundred acres o f the aLXwruilibn acre paA  for use by the people
will not degrade die Park; and will provide for the enjoyment and education o f  many, and

•*'  1 * -  ' • • ' ?. • .  . . .  . . .
.  . - I  • .

WHEREAS, Kantishna Holdings Inc. has proposed the Denali Railway System Project -  an 
environmentally sound, sensible, innovative, and unique tourism railroad between Healy and 
Kantishna to provide access to the Park; and

” • . . I  v  •'T. — . . .  .......... - s .  r . „ .
: . , . r. 'vfe!*'’: # . r- • -• # ^  • •*>'•••*<&__j j I.i . . .  . . * •  •

WHEREAS, the Denali Railway. System Project is a  visitor transportation infhtstruccurc with die 
promise o f  ̂ ex ten d e d , year-roahd'visitor season; and . ............

WHEREAS, the Project will create more than 500 permanent jobs for Alaskans.

NOW  THEREFORE BE IT  RESOLVED by the City Council o f  the City o f  North Pole that-

Wc give full support to tfae: acation  o f  a railway utility corridor as proposed by Kantishna 
Holdings, Inc., as an appropriate, environmentally sound and sensible means o f  access to the 
Park to better serve the visitors o f  our great State o f  At .ska.

PASSED AND APPROVED BY A DULY CONSTITUTED QUORUM OF THE CITY 
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NORTH POLE, ALASKA THIS 7th DAY OF OCTOBER, 
1996. . ‘" • • s

' . » •• * 'j >.
' ■ $  r \  

' . y . M

I ♦ . • • t I
. • • « I &

L za.
Y O RLU TEM . CUNNINGHAM

j LATTEST:
.■*’V  , **V.\ < ^N A S T O V A R S K Y

% . ' CITY CLERK



B y :  S .  S t e r l i n g  

A m e n d e d :  6 / 4 / 9 6

A d o p t e d :  6 / 4 / 9 6

M A T A N U S K A - S U S I T N A  B O R O U G H  

R E S O L U T I O N  S E R I A L  N O .  9 6 - 0 2 7 ( A M )

A  R E S O L U T I O N  O F  T H E  M A T A N U S K A - S U S I T N A  B O R O U G H  A S S E M B L Y  I N  S U P P O R T  

O F  T H E  C R E A T I O N  O F  A  N O R T H E R N  R A I L R O A D  R I G H T - O F - W A Y  T O  W O N D E R  L A K E  

A N D  F O R  T H E  B U I L D I N G  O F  T H E  D E N A L I  R A I L W A Y  S Y S T E M  T O  S E R V I C E  D E N A L I  

N A T I O N A L  P A R K . _______________________

W H E R E A S ,  D e n a l i  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  ( D e n a l i )  i s  t h e  t o p  v i s i t o r

d e s t i n a t i o n  i n  A l a s k a  a n d  a  c r i t i c a l  e l e m e n t  i n  t h e  A l a s k a

v i s i t o r / t o u r i s m  i n d u s t r y  a n d  a c c e s s  i n t o  D e n a l i  i s  e x t r e m e l y  

r e s t r i c t e d  d u e  t o  t h e  l i m i t e d  e x i s t i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ;  a n d ,

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  e x i s t i n g  p a r k  r o a d  i s  a t  i t s  c a r r y i n g  c a p a c i t y  

a n d  i s  c r e a t i n g  a d v e r s e  i m p a c t s  o n  t h e  w i l d l i f e  a n d  t h e

e n v i r o n m e n t ,  m a n a g e m e n t  p r o b l e m s  f o r  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e ,  a  

b o t t l e n e c k  i n  t h e  v i s i t o r / t o u r i s m  d e l i v e r y  s y s t e m  o f  A l a s k a ,  a n d
4

a c c e s s  p r o b l e m s  f o r  p a r k  i n h o l d e r s ;  a n d ,

W H E R E A S ,  n o  n e w  r o a d  a c c e s s  i n t o  t h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  D e n a l i  i s  

b e i n g  p r o p o s e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e  o r  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ;  a n d ,

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S y s t e m  A d v i s o r y  B o a r d ' s

D e c e m b e r  1 4 ,  1 9 9 5 ,  r e s o l u t i o n  a c c e p t i n g  t h e  " D e n a i i  T a s k  F o r c e
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R e p o r t "  s p e c i f i c a l l y  e n d o r s e d  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a  n e w  n o r t h e r n  

r a i l r o a d  r o u t e  t o  W o n d e r  L a k e ;  a n d ,

W H E R E A S ,  K a n t i s h n a  H o l d i n g s ,  I n c . ,  h a s  p e t i t i o n e d  t h e  

S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  t o  c r e a t e  a  n e w  n o r t h e r n  r a i l r o a d  r i g h t -  

o f - w a y  t o  t h e  a r e a  o f  W o n d e r  L a k e  a n d  p r o p o s e d  t o  b u i l d  t h e  D e n a l i  

R a i l w a y  S y s t e m  t o  e n s u r e  l o n g - t e r m  r e s o u r c e  p r o t e c t i o n  a t  D e n a l i ,  

a s  w e l l  a s ,  t o  p r o v i d e  e f f i c i e n t  y e a r - r o u n d  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  i n t e r i o r  

o f  t h e  p a r k  f o r  i n h o i d e r s  a n d  t h e  N P S ;  a n d ,

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  v i s i t o r / t o u r i s m  i n d u s t r y  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  s t a t e  o f  

A l a s k a  w i l l  b e  e n h a n c e d  b y  t h e  y e a r - r o u n d  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  D e n a l i  

R a i l w a y  S y s t e m  a n d  a i l  o f  A l a s k a ' s  " R a i l b e l t , "  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  

c o m m u n i t y  s e r v e d  b y  t h e  M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h  w i l l  b e n e f i t  f r o m  

t h e  p e r m a n e n t  j o b s  a n d  o t h e r  e c o n o m i c  a c t i v i t i e s  c r e a t e d  b y  t h e  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  D e n a l i  R a i l w a y  S y s t e m ;  a n d ,

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  p r o p o s e d  D e n a l i  R a i l w a y  S y s t e m  i s  a n  

e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  . s o u n d  a n d  s e n s i b l e  u n d e r t a k i n g  t h a t  w i l l  c o m m i t  

s u b s t a n t i a l  p r i v a t e  c a p i t a l  i n v e s t m e n t  i n  p e r m a n e n t  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  

i n  A l a s k a ' s  r a i l b e l t  r e g i o n  a n d  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  o v e r  5 0 0  n e w  j o b s  

i n  A l a s k a ' s  e c o n o m y ;  a n d ,

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  D e n a l i  R a i l w a y  S y s t e m  w i l l  n o t  c o m p e t e  w i t h  t h e  

p r o p o s e d  D e n a l i  s o u t h s i d e  d e v e l o p m e n t  p l a n ;  a n d ,
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W H E R E A S  , t h e  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  t h e  D e n a l i  B o r o u g h ,  t h e  

F a i r b a n k s  N o r t h  S t a r  B o r o u g h ,  t h e  C i t y  o f  N e n a n a ,  t h e  C i t y  o f  

S e w a r d ,  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  F e d e r a l  A r e a s ,  t h e  A l a s k a  

V i s i t o r s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  C h e  F a i r b a n k s  B u i l d i n g  &  C o n s t r u c t i o n  T r a d e s  

C o u n c i l  A F L - C I O ,  t h e  A s s o c i a t e d  G e n e r a l  C o n t r a c t o r s  o f  A l a s k a ,  a n d  

m a n y  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s  h a v e  e n d o r s e d  a  n e w  

n o r t h e r n  r a i l r o a d  r i g h t - o f - w a y  o r  t h e  D e n a l i  R a i l w a y  s y s t e m .

N O W ,  T H E R E F O R E ,  B E  I T  R E S O L V E D ,  t h e  M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h  

s t r o n g l y  e n d o r s e s  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a  n e w  n o r t h e r n  r a i l r o a d  r i g h t - o f -  

w a y  t o  W o n d e r  L a k e  a n d  K a n t i s h n a  H o l d i n g s ,  I n c ' s ,  p r o p o s a l  t o  

c o n s t r u c t  a n d  o p e r a t e  c h e  D e n a l i  R a i l w a y  S y s t e m  w i t h i n  D e n a l i  

N a t i o n a l  P a r k  a n d  P r e s e r v e ,  w i t h  a p p r o p r i a t e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  r a i l -  

b a s e d  v i s i t o r  f a c i l i t i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h .

B E  I T  F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D ,  t h e  M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h  

e n c o u r a g e s  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  t o  d i r e c t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  

P a r k  S e r v i c e  t o  c r e a t e  a  r a i l r o a d  r i g h t - o f - w a y  t o  W o n d e r  L a k e  

i m m e d i a t e l y  f o r  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  D e n a l i  R a i l w a y  S y s t e m .  T h e  

M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h  s t r o n g l y  e n c o u r a g e s  t h e  G o v e r n o r  o f  t h e  

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  h i s  c o m m i s s i o n e r s ,  a n d  t h e  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  

g i v e  t h e i r  f u l l e s t  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  D e n a l i  R a i l w a y  

S y s t e m .
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ADOPTED by Che Matanuska-Susicna Borough Assembly chis 4Ch,

d a y  o f  J u n e ,  1 9 9 6

A T T E S T :

S A N D R A  A .  D I L L O N ,  B o r o u g h  C l e r k  

( S E A L )

B A R B A R A  L A C H E R ,  3 o r o u g h  M a y o r

M A T A N U S X A o U S I T N a  B O R O U G H

THIS ^ j TC CERTIFY thar fhN v? — 
exact duplicate of -he vccc.-u on ni.- •. 
the B a r o u g i }  Q a r k ’.i O f f i o a .

C ^ 7 / i t .
1

M S B  R e s o i u c i o n  S e r i a l  N o .  9 6 - 0 - 2 7  ( A M )

A M  N o .  9 6 - 1 1 3
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t A  R E S O L U T I O N  96-08 f~

In su p p o r t  o f K a n tish n a  H o ld in g s  Ln c 's . Pr o p o sa l  F or 
T h e  C r ea tio n  O f A N o r t h e r n  R ailroad  R ig h t -O f-W a y  T o W onder  L a k e

AND FOR TH E B U ILD IN G  OF T H E  D E N A L I R A IL W A Y  S Y S T E M  TO SERVICE
D en a li Na tio n a l  P a r k

W H E R E A S , Denaii N ational Park (Denali) is the top visitor destination in A laska and a 
critical elem ent in the Alaska V isito r/T ourism  Industry and access into Denali is extremely 
restricted due to the lim ited existing transportation infrastructure, and

W H E R E A S , the existing park road in D enali is at its carry ing  capacity and is creating 
adverse im pacts on the environm ent, creates m anagem ent problem s for the N ational Park 
Service, a  bottleneck in the visitor /  tourism delivery system  o f A laska, access problem s for 
park inholders and that no new road access to the interior o f D enali is being proposed by 
the State or Federal G overnm ent, and

• W H E R E A S , the N ational Park System A dvisory B oard’s D ecem ber 14, 1994 Resolution 
accepting the "Denali Task Force Report" endorsed the creation o f a new northern railroad 
route to W onder Lake, and

W H E R E A S , K antishna H oldings Inc., has proposed  the D enaii Railw ay System  to 
provide year-round access to the interior o f D enali and has petitioned the Secretary of the 
Interior to create a new northern railroad right-of-w ay to the area o f W onder Lake on which 
to build it, and

. W H E R E A S . The A laska Legislature, the D enali Borough, the A laska State Com m ission 
on Federal Areas, the A laska Visitors A ssociation, the Fairbanks Building &  Construction 
Trades Council AFL-CIO, the Associated G eneral C ontractors o f Alaska, the A laska State 
C ham ber o f Comm erce and many other organizations and individuals have endorsed a new 
northern railroad right-of-w ay and Kantishna H oldings Inc’s, proposal, and

W H E R E A S , The D enali Railw ay System  is an env ironm enta lly  sound and sensib le  
developm ent that will result in a substantial financial investm ent in perm anent infrastructure 
in A laska and the creation o f hundreds of new jobs in A laska’s econom y, and

W H E R E A S , the City o f N enana has plans to expand the v isitor /  tourism infrastructure in 
A laska and will benefit from  the developm ent o f  new  infrastructure created by the Denali 
Railway System , and

W H E R E A S , the City o f N enana and all o f the A laska 's  “ R ailbelt"  will benefit from  the 
perm anent jobs and other econom ic activity created by the construction and operation o f the 
Denali Railway System.

N O W , T H E R E F O R E , B E  IT  R E S O L V E D , the C ity  o f N enana strongly  endorses the 
creation o f  a  new  northern railroad right-of-w ay to W onder Lake and  K antishna H oldings Inc’s, 
proposal to construct and operate the Denali Railway System  within D enali National Park.

BE IT  F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D , the City o f N enana encourages the Secretary o f the In terior 
to act upon this proposal im m ediately  and asks the N ational Park  Service, the State o f  A laska, 
through its G overnor, Legislature and Commissioners to give their fullest support to the creation o f 
the Denali Railw ay System  as proposed jjy Kantishna H oldings Inc.
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May 11. 1994

Joe Fields 
- Kantishna Group, Inc.

P .O . Box 71047 
Fairbanks. .AK 99707

Dear M r, Fieias:

The Alaska Visitors A ssociation (AVA) Board o f D irectors supports the Kantishna 
G roup 's pursuit o f  a right-of-way to construct a railroad into Kantishna. W e 
believe this venture would not only provide a qualicy visitor experience, but also 
help accommodate the need for increased access into D enali National Park. In 
light o f projected visitor grow th, it is becom ing m ore and m ore im portant to find 
environm entally acceptable and econom ically feasible ways to allow greater 
visitation into D enali.

In recent years, the A VA  board has adopted a resolution encouraging the State o f 
Alaska to acquire a right-of-w ay into K antishna. A transportation co rrido r o f  this 
type would be ideal for either rail or road developm ent. A rail , how ever, would 
m ost likely represent the most environm entally sensible alternative to transporting 
large numbers o f visitors into Denali and Kantishna.

W e wish fo u  good luck with your endeavors. If you need further clarification, 
please don' t  hesitate to call m yself at 279-0001, or the A V A  office at 561-5733.

Sincerely,

rv-> iOcP '■i'hj,

Tim  W orthen
AVA Park Access Com m ittee Chair



R E S O L U T IO N

A RESOLUTIO N BY TH E FAIRBANKS CONVENTION AND V IS IT O R S  BUREAU IN
S U P P O R T  O F T H E  C R E A T IO N  O F A N O R T H E R N  A C C ESS R O U T E  TO  D ENALI
N A T IO N A L  PA R K  AND R ESER V E.

WHEREAS, Denali National Park is one o f the top visitor destinations in Alaska; and

WHEREAS, Denali National Park is a critical element in the Alaska Visitor Industry throughout the State 
and Fairbanks; and

WHEREAS, the current limits on access into Denali National Park restrict many visitors and residents from 
entering the Park; and

WHEREAS, the existing park road in Denali National Park is at capacity and has become a bottleneck in 
the visitor/tourism delivery system for park in-holders; and

WHEREAS, no new road access to the interior o f Denali National Park is being proposed by the state or 
federal government; and

W HEREAS, a northern access will provide feasible access for park visitors; and

W HEREAS, a northern access route will create new wildlife viewing and recreational opportunities for 
visitors to Denali National Park; and

W HEREAS, a northern access rouie within the Denali National Park will be on National Park Service 
managed lands, not private lands; and

WHEREAS, a northern access route to the interior of Denali National Park will allow for more visitors into 
the park with little impact on the natural surroundings o f the park’s interior; and

WTIEREAS, a northern access route will p roude for the long term needs o f  the visitor/tourism industry 
for increased access to the interior o f Denali National Park and provide for the needs o f the handicapped and 
elderly.

NOW THEREFORE 13E IT RESOLVED: ihat the Fairbanks Convention and Visitors Bureau supports 
the creation o f  a nonhem  access route into the interior o f Denali National Park.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that the Fairbanks Convention and Visitors Bureau encourages the 
National Park Service at Denali National Park and all its level", the State o f Alaska, its Governor, Legislature, and 
National Delegation to give full support to the creation o f a northern access route as an appropriate and sensible 
means o f  access to the Park to/better serve the visitor/tourism industry and residents o f  the State.

i ly / l ,  1996 by the Fairbanks Convention and Visitors Bureau Board o f Directors.

r
L -^A m al& ng

Peggjflflflart 
Chair Elect

'I M A •by.

Treasurer
M att Atkinson 
Secretary



A Resolution of the Anchorage Convention & Visitors Bureau 
in Endorsement of the Concept for 

Creation of a Northern Railroad Right-of-Way 
to Wonder Lake and the 

Building of the Denali Railway System

A C V B  R E S O L U T IO N

WHEREAS, Denali National Park is the premier visitor destination 
in Alaska and access into Denali is extremely restricted due to the 
limited ex istin g  transportation infrastructure of the Park; and

WHEREAS, the Denali Railway System will create new year-round  
access from the north side of the Park to the Kantishna/Wonaer Lake 
area; and

WHEREAS, no new road access into the interior of Denali is now 
being proposed by the St"1.te or Federal governments; and

WHEREAS, the Denaii Railway System will be privately funded 
and will not compete with the publicly-funded Denali Southside 
Development Plan; and

WHEREAS, all of Alaska will be enhanced by the year-round  
operation of the Denali Railway System, especially Alaska's 
"Railbelt," including the Municipality of Anchorage - The Gateway to 
Alaska; and

WHEREAS, the National Park System Advisory Board's December 
14, 1994 Resolution accepting the "Denali Task Force Report"
specifically endoi .ed the creation of a new modern railroad route to 
Wonder Lake.

/
NOW, THEREFORE, the Anchorage Convention & Visitors Bureau 

Board of Directors on this 5th day of October, 199S, resolves:

1. ACVB endorses the concept of the development of the Denaii 
Railway System, and requests the Secretary of the Interior 
to create a railroad right-of-w ay suitable for such  
development within the Denali National Park and P reserve.

2. ACVB encourages the Governor of Alaska, his Commissioners 
and sta ff, and the Alaska Legislature to give their fullest 
support to the creation of the Denali Railway System.

3. ACVB will c mtinue to endorse this project based upon the 
current proposal, presented as the "Denali Railway System."

d£r
C h a i r m a n  P r e s i d e n t  & C E O
Max Lowe Bill Elanddr

A N C H O R A G E
Convention 6* Visitors Bureau

524 W. Fourth Avenue 
Anchorage. AIaiLa 
9 9 5 0 1 - 2 2 1 2

9 0 7- 276 - 4  1 1 8 
F.x 907-278-5559 
e:m*ll;«cvl)@ei.ilf..net
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A n c h o r a g e  D a i l y  N e w s

D e n a l i  r a i l r o a d
T H E  P R O P O S A L  for a  privately built and operated railroad 

system within Denali N ational P ark  received another boost the 
other day with the M atanuska-Susitna Borough Assembly’s unani­
mous endorsem ent.

The proposed rail line on the north  side of Denali Park  would link 
the Healy area, off the Parks Highway, and the Wonder Lake-Kan- 
tishna retnon in the center of the park.
According to a resolution passed by the 
Assembly, the rail line would not com­
pete with the proposed southside de­
velopment on Denali S tate  P ark  land.

"The proposed Denali Railway sys­
tem is an environm entally sound and 
sensible undertaking th a t will commit 
substantial private capital investm ent 
in perm anent infrastructure in A las­
ka’s railbelt region and the creation of 
over 500 new jobs," the Assembly said.
It called on Gov. Tbny Knowles and  the 
Legislature to give their full support to 
the project and for the secretary of Inte­
rior to act quickly to create a railroad 
right-of-way within the park.

A special federal-state task  force last year identified the proposed 
system as a preferred alternative to a  new road within the park. The 
task  force also endorsed development of a destination site on the 
south side of the m ountain, which would include a visitors center on 
state park  land west of Talkeetna. in the Petersville Creek area.

In years past, business and  civic in terests on the park’s north side 
and those on the south have competed strongly to win an  advantage 
in such hoped-for tourist-dollar enhancem ents as a new road, hotel 
or visitor center. The competition has played into the hands of an ti­
development forces th a t have used the squabbles to block all the pro­
posals. As a consequence, no project has gone forward.

In light of the past differences, it’s encouraging now to see the 
M atanuska-Susitna Assembly support a project im portant to Interi­
or Alaska. The more th a t A laska communities stand together like 
this, the better the chances are th a t the  sta te  may finally see 
progress in building new  roads, new visitor destination centers and 
perhaps a new railroad link into Denali National Park.

For the record, in addition to support from the M atanuska-Susit­
na Borough Assembly, the  Denali Railway project, has received en­
dorsem ents from the F airbanks N orth S ta r Borough and the Denali 
Borough, as well as the cities of Seward. N enana and Fairbanks.

It would be appropriate for the Assembly to add Anchorages 
nam e to the list of supporters.

c i v i c  i n t e r e s t s  o n  

th e  p a r k ’s n o r t h  

s i d e  a n d  t h o s e  o n  

th e  s o u t h  h a v e  c o m ­

p e t e d  s t r o n g l y  . . . .  

T h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  

h a s  p l a y e d  in t o  th e  

h a n d s  o f  a n t i - d e v e l ­

o p m e n t  f o r c e s . . .



C i t i z e n s '  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i s s i o n  

o n  F e d e r a l  A r e a s

D ecem ber 7, 1995

3700 Aifoort Wav 
Fairbanks. Alaska 99709- 

1907) 451-2775 
Fax: 451-2761

1699

M r. Joseph N . F ields III 
C hairm an &  President 
K antishna H oldings Inc.
P .O . Box 71047 
Fairbanks, AK 99707

D ear M r. Fields:

This le tte r serves as formal notification o f the C itizens’ A dvisory Com m ission on Federal Areas 
endorsem ent o f  the Kantishna Holdings, Inc. proposed D enali Railway System Project. At its 
N ovem ber 15, 1995 meeting in Anchorage, the Com m ission voted unanimously to endorse the 
proposed railw ay project. In addition to specifically  supporting the proposed D enali Railway 
System , the m otion adopted by the Com m ission also expressed support for the general concept 
o f  a  northern  access route into Denali N ational P a rk  & Preserve.

In recen t years it has becom e clear that the grow ing v isitor dem and for access to D enali N ational 
P ark  &  P reserve  cannot be met by the existing p a rk  road and associated facilities. T he latest 
effort to m eet this increasing demand by providing v isito r facilities and interpretive sites outside 
park  boundaries as proposed in the D enali Southside D evelopm ent Concept Plan will no doubt 
relieve som e o f the oressure. However, the C om m ission believes that demand for visitor access 
to the p ark  itse lf u ,11 continue to exceed the capacity  o f  the road by an ever increasing margin. 
The D enali R ailw ay System proposal, by providing an alternative means to travel into W onder 
Lake, as w ell as a range o f visitor facilities, w ould serve to m eet much o f  the increasing visitor 
dem and.

It is ou r understanding that the proposed railw ay system  also w ould provide year round access 
for p riva te  property  owners within the park. T he  Com m ission is fam iliar with numerous past 
problem s experienced by park  inholders in attem pting to secure access to their properties by way 
o f the existing p ark  road. W e have always fully supported the rights o f  private property owners 
to adequate and feasible access to their property  "for econom ic and other purposes," as 
guaranteed by the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act (A NILCA).

The C om m ission is also aw are o f  the opposition to developm ent o f  tourism  facilities on private 
properties w ithin the Kantishna area o f  the park . M uch o f  this opposition is based upon 
concerns about the ability o f  the existing park  road to meet the increased traffic levels which


