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Senate M ajority Leader 
SPONSOR STATEMENT

SENATE B I L L  211

In 1989, as Senate B i l l  37 was moving through the A l a s k a
State House of Rep resen ta t ives ,  an amendment was a d d e d
designating the bridge to be built across the T ong a s s
Narrows at Ketchikan as the Grav ina Ve te rans ’ M e m o r i a l  
B r id g e .

This amendment was o f fe red at the suggestion o f Ra lph M . 
Bartho lomew , a l i fe - long resident o f Ketchikan, a n o t e d  
civic leader and a veteran of VVcrld War I I .  Ra lph was a l s o  
the leading p roponent o f  the construction o f  a b r i d g e
connecting Ketchikan with its a i rpo r t .

Ra lph Bartho lomew passed away last fa l l at age 74, w i t h o u t  
seeing his dream o f  a bridge become rea l i ty . I t  is o n l y  
app rop r ia te  that the bridge be named fo r  its g r e a t e s t  
suppo r te r  and become known as the Ralph M. B a r t h o l o m e w  
Vete rans ’ Memor ia l  B r idge .

Ralph was born in Ketch ikan in 1923 and graduated f r o m  
Ketchikan High School in 1941. That fa l l  his studies at t h e  
Unive rs i ty  o f Texas were in te r rup ted  by the J a p a n e s e  
attack on Pear l Ha rbo r .  He tried to enlist in the A rmy \ i r  
Corps, but needed paren ta l consent. He re tu rned t o  
Ketchikan to enlist and spent nea r ly  three o f  the next f >ur 
years in the Aleutians.

D istrict A:
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In 1946 he jo ined  his fa ther  in the family business a n d  
rem ained  with I re land  T ransfer  until its sale in 1996. He 
was elected chief of the Ketchikan V olunteer  F i re  
Department in 1958 and served for six years. It was d e d n g  
tha t  period tha t  d isa s t rous  arson fires p lagued d o w n t o w n
Ketchikan, changing the face of the community .  W o r k i n g  
with city police and the State Fire M arshall ,  B a r t h o l o m e w
was able to br ing  the fire bug to justice in 1961.

Ralph served on the school board and planning c o m m i s s i o n  
and then on the Ketchikan  Gateway Borough Assembly. He
was elected Borough m ayor  in 1990.

Ralph Bartho lom ew  served in almost every v o l u n t e e r  
organiza t ion  in his com m unity  and as p res iden t  of t h e
Eleventh Air  Force Association.

For more than  the last decade he cham pioned  t h e
construc t ion  of a br idge  to Gravina Island, linking t*. 
com munity  with its a i rpo r t .  His advocacy inspired many in
his com m unity  and the bridge project comes closer to  
real i ty  with time. When it is completed, the span s h o u l d  
serve as the legacy of a true com munity  leader and b e
named in his honor and the honor of all veterans.



- 3-98 TUE 9:26 AM KETCHIKANBORO CLERK/PLAN FAX NO. 907 247 8439 r.

KETCHIKAN
GATEWAY
BOROUGH

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 
John “Jack" Shay

344 F ro n t S treet 
K etchikan, AK 99901*6494 

907-228-6605 
(Fax) 907-247-8439

Feb rua ry  3 , 19 9 8

S ena to r Robin T a y lo r 
A ttn : Joe  Am brose , C h ie f o f  S ta ff 
S ta te  Capita l, R oom  30 
Juneau, A la ska  9 9 80 1- 118 2

D ea r Robin,

T h is  is to  con firm  th is  com m un ity ’s  unan im ous suppo rt o f y o u r b ill SB  2 1 1  renam ing  the  
a irp o rt b ridge "R a lph M. B a rth o lom ew  V e te rans ' M em oria l B rid ge ’  In h o n o r o f ou r fine  
fo rm e r m ayo r w h o  spen t m any yea rs in work ing to  m ake It a reality. T he  renam ing proposa l 
w a s  on  m y A ssem b ly ’s  a genda  seve ra l tim es and a  reso lu tion  had  been  p repa red  to 
endo rse  the  change w hen  w e  rece ived w ord  th a t you had file d  a m ea su re  to  do  Just tha t 
W ith  a s igh o f g ra titude  w e  m oved  on to  o the r challenges, cons idering th a t th e  change  w as 
v irtu a lly  a " fa it accom p li."

In th e  in te rven ing  m on ths, I have  no t heard one w h ispe r o f o ppos itio n  to  y o u r p roposa l. 
T h a n k  you  aga in  fo r suppo rtin g  o u r com m un ity  In th is effort.

Ek al3j4K
M ayor/Personal Address: P.O. Box 3159, Ketchikan, AK 99901 

Telephone 225-7419



ALASKA TRUCKING ASSOCIATION, INC.
3445  M innesota Drive .  A ncho rage . A laska 995 0 3  •  PH O N E (907) 2 7 6 -1149  •  FAX (907) 274-1946

JAN c l  ' bU 14115 FROM ALASKA TRUCKING ASSOC RHlat . title:

January 21, 1998

Senate Transportation Committee

Dear Senator Ward, Chairman, and Committee Members,

The Alaska Trucking Association is wholeheartedly in support of S.B. 211. 
Given Mister Bartholomew’s long time ad /ocacy for a bridge across the 
Tongass Narrows, it seems appropriate to honor him by naming the bridge in 
his honor. We only wish Ralph could have lived long enough to sec the 
project completed.

Thank you for your attention and please support S.B. 211.

Frank J. Dillon 
Executive Vice President

* *  TOTAL PAGE.002 **



§ 35.40.050 Public Buildings, Works, etc. 304

Sec. 35.40.050. Gravina Veterans’ Memorial Bridge. The bridge to be built across 
Tongass Narrows to Gravina Island shall be named the Gravina Veterans' Memorial 
Bridge. (§ 1 ch 66 S L A  1989)

Sec. 35.40.055. Clint Starnes Memorial Bridge. The bridge over the Swanson 
River in the Captain Cook Park area is named the Clint Starnes Memorial Bridge. (§ 1 
ch 56 S L A  1989)

Sec. 35.40.060. Charles E. Carney Memorial Bridge. The bridge over the Little 

Susitna River on North Shushana Drive in the Matanuska-Susitna Borough is named the 
Charles E. Carney Memorial Bridge. (§ 1 ch 56 S L A  1989)

Sec. 35.40.065. Chief Eddie H o f f m a n  Road. The Bethel Airport road is named the 
Chief Eddie Hoffman Road. (§ 2 ch 86 S L A  1989)

Rcvisor’s notes. — Enacted as AS 35.40.035. Re- connection with the enactment of this section, see $ 1, 
numbered in 1989. ch. 86, SLA 1989 in the Temporary and Special Acts.

Cross references. — For legislative findings in

Sec. 35.40.070. B o b  Blodgett Nome-Teller Highway. The road connecting Nome 

and Teller is named the Bob Blodgett Nome-Teller Highway. (§ 1 ch 8 S L A  1991)

Sec. 35.40.075. Ina Johnston Bridge. Bridge number 1192 on Edgerton Park Road 

over the Little Susitna River is named Ina Johns, >n Bridge. (§ 1 ch 8 S L A  1991)

Sec. 35.40.080. Briggs Bridge. Bridge number 1739 on Eagle River Loop Road over 

the Eagle River ia named the Briggs Bridge. (§ 1 ch 124 S L A  1992)

Sec. 35.40.085. Black veterans recognition bridge. Bridge number 503 on the 

Alaska Highway over the Gerstle River at milepost 1392 is named Black Veterans 
Recognition Bridge. (§ 2 ch 42 S L A  1993)

Cross references. — For statement of legislative Effective dates. — Section 2, ch. 42, SLA 199 
purpose in enacting this section, see § 1, ch. 42, SLA which enacted this section, took effect on August 30 
1993 in the Tbmporary and Special Acts. 1993.

Sec. 35.40.090. ManvilH. Olson Bridge. Bridge number 1030 off Schrock Road over 

the Little Susitna River is named the Manvil H. Olson Bridge. (§ 1 ch 19 S L A  1994;

Effective dates. — Section 1, ch. 19, SLA 1994, 
which enacted this section, took effect on August 3,
1994.

C h a p t e r  9 5 . G e n e r a l  P r o v i s i o n s .

Section 
10. Purpose and intent 

100. Definitions

Sec. 35.95.010. Purpose a n d  intent. The purpose of A S  35.05, A S  35.10, A S  35.15, 

and A S  35.20 is to establish a public works department capable of carrying out a public 

works planning and construction program that will provide public buildings necessary to 

efficient government, and boat harbors, jetties, dikes and breakwaters necessary to the 

economy of Alaska communities, all of which is to the advantage and benefit of the 
gi ral welfare of the public. (§ 2 art I title I ch 152 S L A  1957; a m  § 32 ch 71 S L A  1 9 7 2 )


