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McKinley Park Airstrip Status April 11,1998
-Tom George, Alaskan Aviation Safety Foundation
Last fall the Alaskan Aviation Safety Foundation learned that the NPS was planning to dose 
the McKinley Park Airstrip.

The dosure is one of the results of a Development Concept Plan/Environmental Impact 
Statement focused on the Frontcountry of Denali National Park, developed over the 1995-96 
time frame.

Closing the airstrip is just one element of the plan to change the Park Entrance area. Other 
changes over a period of years are to dose the Park Hotel, and expand the visitor center 
support etc.

Closure of the airstrip was buried in on© of the a EIS alternatives which induded a gereral 
reduction of facilities. This alternative was not otherwise selected. At the last minute, dosing 
the airstrip apparently moved to the "preferred" alternative reflected in the Record Of Decision 
released in Feb 97.

It is not exactly dear to what extent NPS induded aviation interests in the process, although 
some businesses were induded.

Issues:
Safety of VFR travel through the Windy Pass between Anchorage and Fairbanks.
• Windy Pass is a heavily traveled route between South Central and the Interior
•  Poor weather is often on either end of the pass (Healy, Cantwell).
•  McKinley Park is the only public strip in the mountains (Denali is private). While the Denali 

strip or the highway could be used to land an aircraft in the event of an engine failure, 
having a public airstrip as an alternative to pushing ahead in bad weather is important to 
safety.

•  A u tom ated  w eather is ava ilab le  at Lbe McKinley a irs tro  oroviding pilots som e 
ad van ce  ir.formaticr. to - s e  rc : :'.;gru p a r.r .irc  sr.c op-.-cticnai ae c s ion  makjr.g .

Public access to Denali National Park
• The McKinley Park airstrip allows the public to fly to within walking distance of visitor 

facilities, camping, shuttle bus access.
•  it is used by Alaskans and visitors from across the nation who fly to Alaska.
•  NPS has apparently already moved commercial operations off the strip.
•  The nearest public strip is Healy, which lacks services, and ifequentty experiences bad 

wind conditions.

The NPS current position is that they won't close McKinley Park until a "suitable alternative" 
has been found.

The Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce and the Fairbanks North Star Borough have 
passed resolutions opposing the plan to close the airstrip. A committee has been formed within 
AASp address this issue. AOPA opposes this closure, and is willing to support an effort to 
keep the airstrip open Alliances with other aviation organizations are being sought to address 
the requirements of a "suitable alternative’ airport as proposed by the Park Service. The AASF 
and Alaska Airmen’s Association are urging their members to write the Park Service 
expressing their opinion on this topic.
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RESOLUTION 98-0126 

A RESOLUTION BY THE GREATER FAIRBANKS CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE IN SUPPORT OF KEEPING THE McKlNLEY NATIONAL 
PARK AIRSTRIP OPEN FOR GENERAL AVIATION USE.

WHEREAS. Denali National Park and Preserve (Denali Park) i s  the top visitor 
destination in Alaska and a critical clement in the Alaska v is itO T /to u n sra  in d u s t r y  and a c c e s s  into 
Denali Park is extremely restricted due to the limited existing transportation infostructure; and

WHEREAS, visiting Denali Park is a high priority for many Alaskan citizens and many 
of the Alaskan visitors who fly thdr personal aircraft to Alaska; and

WHEREAS, the McKinley National Park airstrip (McKinley airstrip) has served public 
aviation users since it was constructed in the early 1940's; and

WHEREAS, the McKinley airstrip offers intemodal connections such as access to the
N e t!o ra l  P ark  en trance  x*ea '-v  f ; . \  an d  d irec t ccrr- . a c c e s s  tc the  A la s k a  P a i i r c a c  an d  *hs 
P a rk s  system  of su rface  tra n sp o rta tio n ; and

WHEREAS, the McKinley airstrip as a public airport facility operates well as a multi- 
nodai transfer point, and

WHEREAS, the McKinley airstrip AWOS supplies invaluable weather information to 
pilots traveling through Windy Pass, and the airstrip provides an emergency landing area in 
otherwise forbidding terrain in the event a pilot experiences bad weather conditions, or 
mechanical problems with their aircraft; and

WHEREAS, the closest public alternative, the Healy River Airport, has limited space 
available for transient aircraft, limited transient service facilities, is 10 miles trorn ihe entrance to 
Denali Park, and often experiences severe winds that pose a flying hazard; and
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WHEREAS, the D em li Landing Strip is 8 miles south from the entrance to Denali Park, 
operates only as a private airstrip; and is not open for public use; and

WHEREAS, the potential closure o f the McK inley airstnp was not included as part o f 
the proposed alternative m the Entrance Area and Road Comdor Development Concept Plan 
(Frontcountry Plan) during public hearings m 1996, and this action has therefore not received the 
benefit o f proper public scrutiny and review; and

WHEREAS, the Alaska Department o f Transportation and Public Facilities’ Planning 
Section has determined that closure o f the McK in ley airstrip is not recommended at this time.

N O W , THEREFORE  BE FT RESOLVED  that the Greater Fairbanks Chamber o f 
Commerce urges the National Park Service to reconsider and reverse i t ’s decision to close the 
M cK in ley National Park A irs tr ip  and keep i t  open to citizens and available to fu lf i l l its ’ ve iy 
important function fo r general aviation ami v isitor convenience.

BE IT  FUR THER  RESOLVED  that this resolution be distributed to:

Steve Martin, Superintendent, Denali National Park and Preserve 
Bruce Babbitt, Secretary, U.S. Department o f the Interior 
Senator Ted Stevens 
Senator Frank Muxkowski 
Representative Don Young
The Honorable Tony Knowles, Governor o f the State o f Alaska
Alaska State Legislature
Alaska State Chamber o f Commerce
The Fairbanks Convention and Visitors Bureau
The Alaska A irmen’s Association



By:
In troduced :
A dop ted :

M ike  Y oung  
03/26798 
03/26/98

A  RESO LU T IO N  O PPO S ING  TH E  N A T IO N A L  PARK  S ER V IC E ’S D EC IS IO N  TO  
C LO SE  THE  M C K IN LE Y  PARK  A IR S TR IP

W HEREAS , the  N a tio n a l P a rk  S e rv ice  (NPS ) has  d e te rm in e d  in th e ir 
c u r re n t F ro n tcoun try  P lan  tha t the  M cK in le y  P a rk  A irs tr ip  s h o u ld  be  c losed ; and

W HEREAS , th e  NPS su g g e s te d  five  a lte rn a tiv e s  in  th e ir  o r ig in a l d ra ft 
p la n  a nd  o n ly  one a lte rn a tiv e  sugge s te d  th a t the  M cK in le y  P a rk  A irs tr ip  be  c lo sed  
(A lte rn a t iv e  C), one a lte rn a tiv e  (A lte rn a tiv e  E) ca lle d  fo r e xp a n s io n  o f th e  c u rre n t 
a irs tr ip  a nd  A lte rn a tive s  A  and 8 m a in ta in e d  the  ex is tin g  a irs tr ip ; and

W HEREAS , the  NPS a lso  d e te rm in e d  in th is p la n  th a t th e  M cK in le y  P a rk  
A irs tr ip  w ill rem a in open un til s u ita b le  a lte rn a tiv e s  becom e a va ila b le ; and

W HEREAS. F a irb an ks  re s id e n ts  and p ilo ts  use  the  M cK in le y  P a rk  A irs tr ip  
fc r  im m ed ia te  access to  D ena li N a tio na l Park; and

W HEREAS , trie o trie r tw o  a irs tr ip s  in the  a rea  a re  no t as  c o n v e n ie n t o r as 
a c c e s s ib le  to Dena li N a tio na l P a rk  a nd  do n o t q ua lify  as su ita b le  a lte rn a tiv e s ; th e  H ea ly  
A irp o r t is lo ca ted  a p p ro x im a te ^  10  m. es aw ay  and is ow ned by the  S ta te  o f A la ska ; the  
D en a li P riva te  A irs tr ip  is ow ned  p r iv a te ly  a n d  is a lso  app ro x im a te ly  10  m ile s  away; and

W HEREAS, the NPS ow ns th e  M cK in le y  P a rk A irs tr ip  and  it w o u ld  a pp e a r 
to  b e  m o re  econom ica l to  con tin ue  o pe ra tio n s  th e re  than to c lo se  the  a irs tr ip  a n d  pay to 
u se  e ith e r the D e ra li P riva te  A irs tr ip  o r tine H ea ly  A irpo rt, and

W HEREAS , the  NPS needs  b o th  w hee l-p lane  and  sk i-p lane a cce ss  fo r its 
o p e ra tio n s  and ne ith e r the  H ea ly  A irp o rt o r  the  D ena li P riva te  A irs tr ip  c u rre n tly  a llow  
a cce s s  fo r p lanes to land  on snow; in the  w in te r the  NPS flie s  P ip e r C ubs  w h ic h  on ly  
h ave  sk is  and need snow  access to land; a nd  cu rre n tly  these  p lane s  a re  a b le  to land  at 
the  M cK in le y  Park A irstrip.

RESOLUTION NO. 98-023



NOW , THEREFO RE , BE IT R E S O LV ED  th a t the  F a irb a n k s  N o rth  S ta r 
B o ro u gh  A ssem b ly  o p p o se s  the  c lo s u re  o f th e  M cK in le y  P a rk  A irs tr ip  a nd  re q u e s ts  th e  
NPS  to  e ith e r keep  the  a irs tr ip  o pen  in d e fin ite ly  o r b u ild .a n o th e r a irs tr ip  w ith in  the  Park, 
w r.icn w o u ld  a llow  p ilo ts  a r d  o th e r v is ito rs  c lo s e r a cce ss  to e x is tin g  Park fa c ilitie s .

PASSED  AN D  A PPR O VED  TH IS  26TH  D AY  OF M ARCH , 1998 .

H an k  B a rto s  
P re s id in g  O ffic e r

ATTEST:

M ona L isa  D rexler, CMC/AAE 
M un ic ip a l B o rough C le rk

Ayes: LaSota , Sattley , So lie , S ona frank , P rax , W ebb . Young , M cBride, B a rto s
N oes: None

RESOLUTION NO. 98-023
Page 2 of 2
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National Park Service 
Briefing Statement
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October 7, 1997

Region/Park: Alaska Region/Denaii National Park and Preserve 

Project/Issue: Cosing McKinley Park Airstrip

Background: The McKinley Park Airstrip was constructed with National Park Service 
funds. It is owned by the U.S. Government and is maintained by Denali National Park 
staff. The Entrance Area and Road Corridor Development Concept Plan (Frontcountry 
Plan), for which the record of decision was signed in February 1997, calls for dosing the 
park airstrip to provide for potential expansion of the railroad depot and also to reduce the 
overall level of resource impacts in the entrance area. The possibility of closing the 
airstrip was discussed during public scoping for the plan in summer and fall 1995, and it 
was part of one alternative of the draft ptan that was available for public review from June 
21 through August 19. 1996. Public meetings were also held at various locations 
throughout Alaska between August 5 and 14, 1996 Only a small percentage of public 
comments addressed the airstrip. Several substantive comments were received on the 
overall level of resource impacts in the entrance area, raising the issue of using the airstrip 
location for other functions or rehabilitating the area after removal.

Current S t a t u s :  T h e  N av .:r .a l p a 'k  S e r r r e  :s rs'trsJs.z to  phase o u t u se  c :  the McKirJ 7 
Park airstrip as other options for air access to the park are identified. The Healy Airport 
and the Denali Private .Airstrip are both within 10 air miles and are being considered for 
future NPS operations. The Heajy Airport is paved and is available for commercial use and 
general aviation. The D:nali Private Airstrip is used mainly for Sightseeing operations but 
is also available for emergency use, and at 5000 feet it is substantially longer than either of 
the other two in the area

The McKinley Park airstrip will remain open for NPS and general aviation use until 
suitable alternatives become available. Flightsecing operations aie no longer based at the 
airstrip and remaining commercial use will be phased out in the next two years in keeping 
'with the direction in the frontcountry plan. Suitable alternatives for Qightseeing and 
commercial use are currently available at the Healy and Denali Private airstrips.

Service Position: The NPS believes that the Frontcountry Plan provides for an even 
better visitor experience, increased visitor access, and improved resource protection, and 
the park 15 working to implement the highest priority items, inducing airstrip closure. 
Because of concerns that have been raised, the NPS is also working to ensure that



acceptable alternatives exist fo r those visitors w ishing to travel to Denali N a tiona l Park bv 
aircraft.

Position of Other Interested Parties: During August and September 1997, the park 
received approximately 15-20 comments by telephone and letter* ppcsing closure of the 
McKinley Park Airstrip. The primary issues raised have been that the airstrip is needed for 
continued access to the park and for an additional margin of safety for private pilots. 
Groups expressing opposition have included the Alaska Air Carriers Association, the 
Alaska Aviation Safety Foundation, and the Alaska Ninety-Nines.
A ijo  rcMri& ji At.r-~-*rLs /Wsotvirwv
Contact: Stephen P. Martin, Superintendent, Denali National Park and Preserve (907)
683-2294
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FA IRBA N KS  IN D U STR IA L  DEVELOPM ENT CO RPO RA T IO N
Airport M arketing ■ 6450 Airport W ay • Fairbanks. A laska 99709 • Phone: (907) 4793700 • Fax: (907) 479-7090 • S IT A : PAIAPXH

M r. R o b e r t  h 'ta n to n
D i r e c to r  o f  N a tio n a l  P a r k  S e rv ic e s
N a t io n a l  P a r k  S e r v ic e
1 8 4 9  C  S tr e e t ,  N W
W a s h in g to n ,  D C  2 0 2 4 0

D e a r  M r . S ta n to n ,

I a m  w r i t in g  to  e x p re s s  m y  c o n c e r n  a n d  d is m a y  o v e r  th e  N a tio n a l  P a rk  S e r v ic e 's  d e c is io n  to  
c l o s e  th e  M c K in le y  P a r k  A ir s tr ip .

I o n ly  le a r n e d  o f  th e  a i r s t r ip 's  p o s s ib le  c lo s u re  a s  a ru m o r  la s t A u g u s t .  N o w , h a v in g  r e a d  the 
O c to b e r  7 , 1 9 9 7 , B r ie f in g  S ta te m e n t  b y  P a rk  S u p e r in te n d e n t  M r. S te p h e n  P. M a r tin  ( c o p y  e n c lo s e d ) ,
I s e e  th e  c lo s u r e  w a s  a  " d o n e  d e a l " a s  o f  th e  F e b ru a ry , 1 9 9 7 . s ig n in g  o f  a r e c o r d  o f  d e c is io n .

T h r o u g h  m y  j o b  a n d  p e r s o n a l  in te r e s ts  I k e e p  u p  to  d a te  o n  g e n e r a l  a v ia t io n - r e la te d  is s u e s  in 
A la s k a .  T o  m y  k n o w le d g e  th e  N P S  d id  n o t m a k e  a n y  s u b s ta n t iv e  e f fo r t  to  in fo rm  th e  S ta te 's  a v ia t io n  
c o m m u n i ty  (o r  th e  g e n e r a l  p u b lic )  o f  th e  a i r s t r ip ’s p o s s ib le  e n s u r e  in  th e  c o u r s e  o f  y o u r  a g e n c y 's  
s o l i c i t a t io n  o f  p u b l ic  c o m m e n t  o n  th e  F ro n tc o u n try  P la n . T h is  f a i lu re  to  c o m m u n ic a te  to  a f f e c te d  
u s e r s  v ia  a n y  o f  s e v e r a l  r e a d ily  a v a i la b le  m e d ia  (e.g.. d ir e c t  m a il to  l ic e n s e d  A laskan pilots, new s 
r e le a s e s  o .  d i s c .a ;  a d s  .a  m e  F iv e r , th e  A la s k a  A ir m e n 's  A s s o c ia t io n  N e w s le t te r ,  o r  A Q F A
P i lo t , e t c . )  s h o u ld  in  i t s e l f  w a r ra n t  3 r e v ie w  c f  y o u r  d e c is io n .

I n d e e d ,  i f  y o u  h a d  g e n u in e ly  s o l ic i te d  th e  f ly in g  ( a n d  n o n - f ly in g )  p u b l ic ’s  p e r s p e c t iv e  y o u  
w o u ld  h a v e  h e a rd  u n a n im o u s  opposition  to the closing th e  a i r s t r ip .  I do  n o t k n o w  o f  a n y o n e ,  in s id e  
o r  o u t s i d e  th e  a v ia t io n  c o m m u n i ty ,  w h o  s u p p o r ts  th e  a i r s t r ip 's  c lo s u re .

N e v e r th e le s s ,  c lo s in g  th e  c u r r e n t  M c K in le y  P a rk  A ir s tr ip  w o u ld  be. a c c e p ta b le  w h e n  " s u i ta b le  
a l t e r n a t iv e s ,"  a s  n o te d  in  M r. M a r tin 's  B r ie f in g  S ta te m e n t ,  b e c o m e  a v a i la b le .  I f  in d e e d  th e  c u r r e n t  
a i r s t r i p  is  n e e d e d ,  a s  h e  s ta te d ,  " f o r  p o te n t ia l  e x p a n s io n  o f  th e  r a i l r o a d  d e p o t"  [d e s p i te  b e in g  o n  th e  
" w r o n g "  s id e  o f  th e  t r a c k s ] ,  a n e w  N P S -c o n s tr u c te d  r e p la c e m e n t  a i r s t r ip  in  th e  s a m e  im m e d ia te  a re a  
w o u ld  a m p ly  m e e t  a ll g e n e r a l  a v ia t io n  s a fe ty  a n d  a c c e s s  n e e d s .

A  k e y  c r i t e r io n  f o r  a n y  " s u ita b le  a l te r n a t iv e "  is a  r e a s o n a b le  w a lk in g  d is ta n c e  ( a  m i l e  o r  le s s )  
f ro m  th e  a i r s t r i p  to  th e  p a r k  e n t r a n c e  fa c i l i t ie s  a n d  a t t r a c t io n s  ( V is i to r  R e c e p t io n  C e n te r ,  p a r k  h o te l  
a n d  r e s ta u r a n t s ,  n a tu r e  a n d  o th e r  h ik in g  t r a i l s  s u c h  a s  H o r s e s h o e  L a k e  a n d  M t. H e a ly , e tc .) .  O n  a 
p e r s o n a l  n o te ,  o u r  f a m ily  h a s  e n jo y e d  in n u m e ra b le  d a y  t r ip s  b y  a i r  f ro m  F a irb a n k s  to  th e  p a r k  -  in  o u r  
e x p e r ie n c e ,  i t 's  th e  b e s t  w h e e le d  a i r c r a f t - a c c e s s ib le  e x c u r s io n  in  A la s k a ,  a n d  w e  w o u ld  b e  v e r y  s o r ry  
to  lo s e  F ro n tc o u n tr y ' a i r  a c c e s s  to  th e  p a rk .

J a n u a ry  2 1 , 1 9 9 8

A cooperative program with the Fairbanks International A irport
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M r . R o b e r t  S ta n to n  
J a n u a r y  2 1 ,  199S  
P a g e  2  o f  2

In  th is  re g a rd , n e i th e r  th e  H e a ly  n o r  D e n a li  P r iv a te  a i r s t r ip s  q u a l i f y  a s  a " s u i ta b le  
a l t e r n a t iv e "  f o r  g e n e ra l  a v ia t io n  a c c e s s  to  th e  p a rk . T h e  D e n a li  P r iv a te  a i r s t r ip  is  o f f - l im i t s  to  th e  
g e n e r a l  p u b lic ,  a n d  th e  H e a ly  a i r s t r ip  is a b o u t  ten  m ile s  f ro m  th e  p a r k  e n t r a n c e  a n d  th u s  w e ll  b e y o n d  
w a l k i n g  d is ta n c e .

F in a l ly ,  h o w  d o e s  th e  N P S  r e c o n c i le  its  s ta te d  F ro n tc o u n tr y  P la n  o b je c t iv e ,  b y  M r. M a r t in 's  
r e p o r t ,  o f  " in c re a s e d  v is i to r  a c c e s s "  w i th  " w o rk in g  to  im p le m e n t th e  h ig h e s t  p r io r i ty  i te m s , in c lu d in g  
a i r s t r i p  c lo s u re " ?  O b v io u s ly ,  th e  a i r s t r ip 's  c lo s u re  w il l  d e c re a s e ,  n o t  in c r e a s e ,  v i s i to r  a c c e s s .

I t ru s t  y o u  a n d  y o u r  s t a f f  w ill  s e e  f it to  r e c o n s id e r  y o u r  d e c is io n ,  th is  t im e  w ith  m e a n in g fu l  
a v i a t i o n  u s e r  in p u t,  o n  th e  fu tu re  o f  th e  M c K in le y  P a rk  a irs t r ip .

D ave C arlstrom
D ire c to r  o f  A irp o r t  M a rk e t in g

cc : T h e  H o n o ra b le  T e d  S te v e n s ,  U .S . S e n a to r  
T h e  H o n o r a b le  F ra n k  M u rk o w sic i, U .S . S e n a to r  
T h e  H o n o ra b le  D o n  Y o u n g , U .S . C o n g r e s s m a n
T h e  H onorable T ony K now les. G overnor, S tate o f  A laska 
M r. Prm b o y cr. P residen t. A G FA
M s. Dee H anson, E xecu tive  D irector. A laska A irm en 's .A ssociation
M r. Tom  G eorge. A laskan  A viation  S afe ty  Foundation
M s . P a m  H e ld ,  P re s id e n t  &  C E O , G r e a te r  F a irb a n k s  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e
M s. Sheila R om ero, E xe cu tiv e  D irector. Fairbanks C onven tion  and V isito rs B u re au
M r. B ru c e  B a b b itt ,  S e c r e ta r y ,  U . S . D e p a r tm e n t  o f  th e  In te r io r
M r .  S te p h e n  P . M a r t in ,  P a r k  S u p e r in te n d e n t ,  D e n a li  N a tio n a l P a rk

E n c l .



AAmu ASKTJH f O U O l lO N

September 16, 1997

Mr. Robert d . Barbee 
Alaska Regional Director 
National Park Service 
2525 Gatnbell Street 
Anchorage, AK 9950

D e a r  Barbee:

I n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  p u b l i c  c o n v e n i e n c e  a n d  s a f e t y  t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

r e q u e s t s  r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  t o  c l o s e  t h e  a i r p o r t  

a t  t h e  M c K i n l e y  P a r k  H o t e l  s i t e .

T h i s  a i r p o r t  i e  v e r y  s t r a t e g i c a l l y  l o c a t e d  b e t w e e n  C a n t w e l l  a n d  

H e a l y ,  t h e  t w o  p l a c e s  w h e r e  a d v e r s e  w e a t h e r  f r e q u e n t l y  o c c u r s  f o r  

3 © w  l e v e l  f l i g h t s  t h r o u g h  W i n d y  P a s s ,  o n e  o f  A l a s k a ' s  b u s i e s t  

f l y v a y c  f o r  s m a l l  a i r p l a n e o . T h e  a i r p o r t  h a s  s e r v e d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  

P a r k  S e r v i c e  a n d  t h e  p u b l i c  v e r y  w e l l  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  f i f t y  y e a r s .

I h a v e  f l o w n  v e r y  h i g h - l e v e l  f o r e i g n  g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  t o  t h e  

P a r k  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  a t  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  t h e  U . S .  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t .  

I n s s c  p e o p l e  i n c l u d e  t h e  V i c e  P r e m i e r  o f  S o u t h  K o r e a  a n d  t h e  W e o t  

G e m a r .  e q u i v a l e n t  o f  o u r  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  I n t e r i o r  S e c r e t a r y ,  i n  

a d d i t i o n  t o  s e v e r a l  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  U .  S. S e n a t e  a n d  C o n g r e s s .  T h e  

U . S .  p u b l i c  i n c l u d e s  m a n y  p i l o t s  ( s o m e  o f  w h o m  a r e  v e r y  i n f l u e n t i a l  

p e r s o n s )  w h o  c o m a  t o  a n d  t o u r  A l a s k a  i n  p e r s o n a l l y  o w n e d  a i r c r a f t .  

N o  c o n v e n i e n t  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i s  a v a i l a b l e  o r  a f f o r d a b l e  f r o m  

C a n t w e l l  o r  H e a l y .  F l y i n g  L o u r a  o f  t h e  P a r k  a x e  t h e  o n l y  p r a c t i c a l  

w a y  f o r  s e v e r e l y  h a n d i c a p p e d  v i s i t o r s  t o  e n j o y  t h e  b e a u t y  o f  t h i s  

u n i q u e  P a r k l a n d .

T h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  a i r p o r t  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  i s  d i f f i c u l t  

t o  q u a n t i f y  b u t  I  h a v e  p e r s o n a l l y  f l o w n  t h e  T r a c k m n s t e r  a n u  
R a i l r o a d  M a n a g e r  t o  t h e  P a r k  a i r p o r t  t o  h e l p  i n  e m e r g e n c y  

d e r a i l m e n t  i n s t a n c e s  w h e r e  r a i l  o r  h i g h w a y  t r a v e l  w a s  n o t  t i m e l y .

T h e  e m a i l  a m o u n t  o f  l a b o r  a n d  m a t e r i a l  r e q u i r e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h i o  

a i r p o r t  i s  s u r e l y  r e p a i d  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  o f  a v i a t i o n  s a f e ty, 

f o r "  m e d i c a l  e v a c u a t i o n  o f  s t a f f  o r  v i s i t o r c ,  a n d  c o n v e n i e n c e  o f  

t h a t  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  v i s i t i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  w h o  a r e  h a n d i c a p p e d  a n d  

u n a b l e  t o  e n j o y  t h e  h i k i n g  o r  b u s  t o u r s  a v a i l a b l e  t h e r e .



S i n c e r e l y ,

y t4 -o

Thomas H. Wardleigh, Chairman 
B oa rd  of Directors

c c : Babbitt, williams, Sen. Stovenc, Sen. Murkowski
C o n g r e s s m a n  Y o u n g ,  S t e v e  M a r t i n / D e n a i i  P a r k ,  A O P A .
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AIRCRAFT OWNERS A N D  PIIOT5 ASSOCIATION

421 A lb io n  Way • f'0c>p/'ck. MO 2> 701-4798 
T<Xophor>c (301) 695-20CO • W  J301) 695-237S 
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co p r  f o r  r m

September 25, 1997

M r  Robert D. Barbee 

Alaska Regional Director 

National Park Service 

2535 Gambell Street 

Anchorage, A K  99503

Dear Mr. Barbee:

The Aircraft Owners and Filota Association ( A O P A )  represents the general aviation 

interests of more than 340,000 individual pilots and aircraft owners in the United States, 

more than 4,200 of w h o m  reside in the Mate of Alaska. T h e  organization provides 

advocacy for the betterment of the genera! aviation industry including accessibility to 

airports where general aviation operators will be a primary beneficiary.

I t  is ou r understanding that there have been recom m endations to  c lose the a irpo rt at the 
M cK in ley  Park  H o te l site A O PA  strong ly  oppo&gg the c losu re  o f  that facility.

A s you well know , A laska 's operationa l cond itions a re  not the same as the conditions 
found in the rent o f  the continental U n ited  States. W eathe r and terrain are m a jo r 
considerations in fly ing  in A laska, lit  the case o f  the M cK in le y  Path  A il p u rl, the issue is 
even m ore  im portant because o f  the scarcity o f  landing facilities in that area

The hnportsnco o f  this a irport, besides being a part o f  the lo c a l transportation system and 
being bcncficinl tu the lo c a l area, is accentuated by safely. The M cK in ley A irp ort is a 
“ safety net’ ’ fo r  a irc ra ft that encoun teed  un foreseen weather in that area, fu rth e rm o re , 
the difficu lt accessibility o f  the area by o ther means not on ly ju stifie s but requires an 
airport in case o f  emojgencies and medical evacuations.

W c  urge you to actively pursue other options in coordination and cooperation with the 

users in an attempt to insure that the facility is given due process and consideration.

S hou ld  y o u  req u iro  an y  ad d itio n a l in fo rm a tio n  o n  th is  o r  an y  o th e r  re la ted  issue, p lease  
feci fix e  tu contact m e d( (3 0  i ) 6 9 5 *2 2 06 . Thank you fu r  y u u r consideration o f  o u r views

M iguel Va.scnncdos 
D irec to r 
Regional A ffairs

M&rc&ofMmnaHcua/Caisictot/UrciufrOwnotanti DfofAaoctotfcvif
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ALASKA AJH C A R R IE R S  ASSOCIATIO N 
i t  17 £ . 35«n Avanuo, $U«« 102 
Anchoraflfl. A laika 99508 
(907) 277-0071 Fax (907) 277-0072

O c to be r 8 . 19 9 7

Mr. Robert D. Barbee 
A te s& a  R eg io n a l D ire c to r 
n a t i o n a l  P e r k  S e r v i c e  

2S3S G am bo l! 8 & ve t 
A rw h o rc g e , A la ska  69501

R o t: N to fC rts y  Paris A irs tr ip

D e& f M r. Barbee,

ft hoe  re ce n tly  com e  to  th e  a tte n tion  o f th e  A laska  A ir C a rrie r*  A ssoc ia tion  th a t the  
N a tio n a l P a rk  Serv ice ic  con s id e rin g  c losu re  o f th e  a irp o rt a t th e  M cK in le y P a rk 
H o te l aft*. AACA  suppo rts  th e  pos itio n  o f th e  A leekon A v ia tion  S a fe ty  Founda tion , 
a nd  a g re e s  th a t c losu re o f th is  s trip  is  o f im m ense  conce rn  to  th e  A la ska  av ia tion
c om m u n ity  d u*  to  the  Im po rtan t pub lic  s a fe ty  ro le  Ihte p a rtic u la r a irs tr ip  prov ides.

A A C A  rep re sen ts  m ore th a n  100 s ir ca rrie rs  ope ra ting  In A laska , a n d  as such , Is 
o fte n  in  sn ianee w tth o th e r a v ia tio n  u se r g roups In ou r ques t to  p ro v ide  th e  sa fe s t 
a n d  m o s t v ia b le  av ia tion  e nv iro nm en t fo r av ia to rs  to  o p s  ra te In. A s th e  A laskan 
A v ia tio n  $ a fe ty  F ounda tion  a p tly  s ta te d  In e o rm spondenes  to  you  on Sept. 0 ,19 9 7 , 
‘ ...th is a irp o r t (a ve ry s tra te g ic a lly  lo ca ted  be tw een  C an tw e ll a n d  Hea ly, th e  tw o  
p tee s*  w he re  adve rse  w e a th e r fre quen tly  o ccu rs fo r low  leve l flig h ts  th ro ugh  W in d y  
P ose, o n e  o f A iank fl'a  b u s ie s t ffyw ays fo r smaH a irp la ne* .' In th e  in te re s t o f sa fe ty, 
th a t re a s o n  a lone  la ce rta in fy  ju s tif ic a tio n  enough  to  re co n s id e r c lo su re  o f th e  
a irs tr ip . Fu rthe rm ore , co n s id e r in g  th e  ro les the  M cK in le y  a irs tr ip  p la ys  in m edovoo  
o pe ra tio n s , live a irs trip ’s  u se  t t  an  a lte rn a te  a irpo rt fo r av ia tio n  em ergenc ies, and  
in c re a s in g  the  access ib ility  o f th e  P a rk  fo r seve re ly hand icapped  v is ito r*, It seem * 
c lo s u re  o f the  M cK in ley a irs tr ip  Is un th inkab le .



'&or*?r / M r *  m Hire i hkk i ru j^ u o  u ^ i xti pr

Mr. R o b e r t D. B a rbee  
N a t io n a l P a rk  S e rv ioe  
O c t  8 , 1 9 9 7  p a g e  tw o

T h e  d iv e rs e  a n d  rug g e d  g e o g ra p h ic  n a tu re  o f A la s k a  a n d  th e  a d ve rse  w e a th e r 
c o n d it io n *  fo u n d  In th is  s ta te  p ro v id e  e no u g h  o f a n  u n fo rg iv in g  e n v iro nm e n t fo r  
a v ia to rs  to  o p e ra te  Jn~we d o n ’t n eed  to  ta ke  a w a y  th e  fe w  e s ta b lis h e d  s a fe ty  ne ts 
th e  a v ia t io n  c om m u n ity  d e p e n d s  upon.

S in c e re ly ,

K im b e r ly  8 . R o m  
E x e c u t iv e  D ire c to r

cc: S i  n>!0r Ted Stevens
S e n a to r  F ra n k  M u fkow sJd 
C o n g re s sm a n  D on  Y o u n g  
F e d e ra l A v ia t io n  A dm in is tra t io n  
N a t io n a l T ra n s p o r ta t io n  S a fe ty  B oa rd  
A la s k a n  A v ia tio n  S a fe ty  F ounda tio n  
A iaskas V W to r?  A sso c ia tio n  
rlnn:ks Alrnvsn’s Association 
MCA Board of Directors


