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HB 87 « Traffic Offenses in Construction Zones

Sponsor Statement

HB 87 doubles the fines for speeding, and for reckless or negligent
driving in a highway construction zone. It is a measure designed to lessen
the risk to highway work crews and to reduce the number of accidents in

highway work zones.

The temporary work zone is an inherently dangerous place for
highway work crews. A comprehensive review of highway accidents in
construction zones revealed accidents in work zones tend to peak during the
day. Sixty-five percent are caused by drivers' negligence or inattention;
speeding accounts for about six percent. In addition, surveys indicate almost
two-thirds of work zone fatalities occur in rural areas. These figures indicate
a lack of driver attention to the special risks and hazards of construction

zones.

Although highway work crews use a variety of methods to call drivers
attention to the hazards of a construction zone, none has proven as effective
as law enforcement. An increase in the normal fines for traffic offenses
occurring in highway work zones will provide an additional inducement to
Alaska drivers to slow down and drive carefully in any temporary work zone.
New York, Delaware, lowa and Virginia have passed similar laws.
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HB 87 + Traffic Offenses in Construction Zones

Sectional Analysis

Section 1. Amends current law relating to the supreme court's authority and
the authority of a municipality to establish bail schedules for traffic offenses,
to double the amount of bail for a speeding offense, reckless or negligent-
driving offense committed in a highway work zone.

Section 2. Adds a new provision to current law doubling the bail or fine for a
speeding offense, reckless or negligent driving offense committed in a
highway work zone.

Section 3. Defines "highway work zone" as an area where road construction,
repair or maintenance work is being done on a highway.
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