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SPONSOR STATEMENT - HOUSE BILL 248

HB 248, "An Act N am ing  East Egan D rive in V aldez" renam es a po rtion  of 
the R ichardson H ighw ay in V aldez bu ilt after the 1964 earthquake.

The R ichardson H ighw ay is A laska's first road. As early  as 1898 it w as know n 
to gold  seekers as the Valdez to Eagle trail. In 1910 the trail w as u p g rad ed  to a 
w agon  ro ad  and  lengthened to Fairbanks u n d er the d irection  of G eneral 
W ilds P. R ichardson, the first p resid en t o f the A laska Road Com m ission. The 
A laska R oad Com m ission u p g rad ed  the road  to au tom obile s tan d a rd s  in the 
1920's. The R ichardson w as hard-su rfaced  in 1957.

O riginally , the  R ichardson H ighw ay ended  at the O ld V aldez tow n site. 
M ilepost 0 w as established at the city dock. A fter the 1964 earthquake the 
V aldez tow n site w as m oved approxim ately  four m iles w est and  the 
R ichardson H ighw ay ex tended  to M eals A venue, w here  it ends today. 
H ow ever, the m ilepost system , already  firm ly established an d  w ell used, w as 
no t changed.

Because of the  extension, there are  3.4 miles of R ichardson H ighw ay  betw een 
M eals A venue an d  the east en d  of M ineral C reek Loop w ith o u t a 
co rrespond ing  m ilepost. M aking the nam e change w ill allow  the C ity of 
V aldez to assign a local address to businesses located along East Egan Drive.

Juneau Office (907) 465-4859 Toll Free 1-888-465-4859 Fax (907) 465-3799 
Valdez LIO (907) 835-2111 Fax (907) 835-2097 E-Mail: representntive_gene_kubina© legis.state.ak.us



I  R I C H A R D S O N  H I G H W A Y
O
i ;  V a l d e z  t o  D e l t a  J u n c t i o n ,  A l a s k a  
z  A l a s k a  R o u t e  4
o

Worthington Glacier is the most visited site in the Copper River Basin, aeeroueo

The Richardson H ighw ay extends 368 
miles/592 km from Valdez to  Fairbanks. This 
section logs the first 270 m iles/434.5 km of 
the  Richardson H ighw ay fro n t Valdez to 
Delta Junction  (the re m a in in g  98 m iles / 
157.7 km from  Delta Junction  to Fairbanks 
are logged in  the ALASKA H IG H W A Y  sec­
tion). Southbound travelers read log back to 
fron t.

The Richardson is a wide paved highway 
in  good condition except fo r sporadic frost 
heaving. A new section o f h ig h w a y  com ­
pleted in  1989 bypasses the h is to ric  com m u­
n ity  o f Copper Center. The MILEPOST* logs 
the old highway through tow n . The "new " 
R ichardson H ighway (bypass rou te ) is o f 
equal distance — 6.5 m iles/10.5 km — w ith  
no  notable features. You must ex it the h igh ­
way (watch for signs) to see Copper Center.

The Richardson Highway is a scenic route 
th rou gh  the m agn ificen t scenery o f the 
Chugach M ountains and Alaska Range, lead­
ing  past spectacular glaciers, th rough  spruce 
forests and across tundra meadows. I t  also 
passes m any fine  k in g  sa lm on streams 
inc lud ing  the Gulkana and Tonsina rivets.

T iie  Richardson H ighw ay was Alaska's 
first road, known to gold seekers in  1898 as 
the Vaidez to  Eagle tra il. The go ld rush tra il 
led over the treacherous Valdez Glacier, then 
northeast to  Engle and the Y ukon River 
rou te  to  the K londike go ld fie lds . C aptain 
W.R. Abercrombie o f the U.S. A rm y rerouted 
the tra il in  1899 through Keystone Canyon 
and over Thompson Pass, thus avo id ing the 
glacier. As the K londike go ld  rush waned, 
the m ilita ry  kept the tra il open to connect 
Fort Llscum in  Valdez w ith  Fort Egbert in

Eagle, in  1903, the U.S. A rm y Signal Corps 
la id  the trans-Alaska telegraph lin e  a long 
this route.

Go:d stampeders started up the tra il 
again in  1902, th is  t im e  headed fo r Fair­
banks, site of a big gold strike. The Vaidez to 
Fairbanks tra il became an im p o rtan t route 
to  the In te rio r, and in  1910 the  tra il was 
upgraded to a wagon road under the direc­
tion  o f Gen. W ilds P. Richardson, first presi­
dent o f the Alaska Road Com m ission. The 
ARC updated the road to  au tom obile  stan­
dards in  the 1920s. The Richardson Highway 
was hard-surfaced in 1957.

Emergency m ed ica l services: Phone 911 
.anywhere along the highway.

Richardson Highway  
________Log________
M ileposts on the R ichardson H ighw ay 
were erected before the  1964 Good Friday 
earthquake and there fore begin 4 m iles / 
6.4 km from  present-day dow ntow n Valdez 
near the O ld Vaidez tow n s lte  (destroyed 
du ring  the earthquake).
D istance from  New V a lde2 (NV) is 
fo llow e d  by distance fro m  O ld Valdez 
(OV).

NV 0 OV 4 (6.4 km ) In tersection  o f 
Meals Avenue and the Richardson Highway

NV 0.4 (0.6 km) OV 3.6 (S.8 km ) Paved 
double-ended turnout to no rth  w ith  Valdez 
in fo rm a tio n  kiosk, maps, brochures, pay

phones.
NV 0.5 (0.8 km ) OV 3.5 (5.6 km ) DOT/PF 

district office.
NV 0.6 (1 km ) OV 3.4 (5.5 km ) Vaidez 

highway maintenance station.
NV 0.9 (1.4 km ) OV 3.1 (5 km ) Double- 

ended tu rno u t to north  w ith  litte r barrels at 
Crooked Creek salm on spawning area and 
hatchery. V iew ing p la tfo rm  on creek offers 
close-up Jook at salmon spawning in  m id ­
summer and fa ll. U.S. Forest Service in fo rm a­
tion  station is staffed M em orial Day through 
Labor Day. In te rp re tive  displays, in fo rm a ­
t io n  on cu ltu ra l h is to ry  and recreational 
op p o rtu n itie s . M ig ra tin g  birds such as 
Canada geese and various ducks are often 
here. It is a game sanctuary; no  shooting is 
allowed. Good spot for pictures.

NV 1.3 (2.1 km ) OV 2.7 (4.3 km ) Paved 
turnout to south.

N V  2 (3.2 km ) OV 2 (3.2 km ) Paved 
tu rnout to south.

NV 2.1 (3.4 km ) OV 1.9 (3.1 km ) Miner,.; 
Creek Loop Road through business and resi­
den tia l area on ou tsk irts  o f O ld  Valdez 
com<s ou t at M ile p o s t NV  3.4. Access to 
Port of Valdez container term inal and grain 
elevators. The five grain elevators were bu ilt 
in  1982 in an tic ipa tion  o f the Port o f Valdez 
receiving Delia barley for shipm ent,

NV 3.4 (5.5 km ) OV 0.6 (1 km ) Road 
toward m ou n ta ins  leads 0.6 m lle /1  km  to 
Valdez A irp o rt, 2 m iies /3 .2  km  to  Valdez 
Glacier cam pground, and 3.9 m iles/6.3 km 
to a parking area next to the glacial moraine 
o f Valdez Glacier. Good views of the glacier 
area are not available from  th is spot, nor is 
Valdez G lacier a very spectacular glacier. 
Valdez G lacier cam pground has 101 sites, 
tent camping, covered p icn ic  area, litte r bar­
rels, water, to ile ts  and fireplaces; 15-day 
l im it ,  cam p ing  fee. CAUTION: Beware o f 
bears. A -

M inera l Creek Loop Road (tu rn  toward 
ocean) leads to  the o rig in a l tow n s ite  o f 
Valdez, destroyed d u rin g  the  Good Friday 
earthquake on March 27, 1964. A few homes 
a rd  businesses are here now ; there is lit t le  
evidence o f the earthquake's destruction.

NV 4 (6.4 km ) OV 0 Former access road 
to O ld Valdez, now blocked off. M ilepost 0 
o f the Richardson Highway is located here.

(Southbound travelers note: Physical m ile ­
posts end here, it  is 4 m iles/6.4 km to dow n­
tow n Valdez.)
D istance fro m  O ld  Valdez (V) is fo llo w e d  
by d istance fro m  Fairbanks (F). Physical 
m ileposts begin n o rth b o u n d  show ing  
distance fro m  O ld  Valdez.

V 0 F 364 (585.8 km) M ile p c  t 0 o f the 
Richardson H ighw ay is located here at the 
former access road to O ld Valdez.

530 Thr MILEPOST. ■ 1994



Totem Inn Inc.
P O. Box 648 
Valdez, AK 99686

April 16, 1997

Valdez Legislative Information Office 
State courthouse Room 13 
Valdez, AK 99686

Dear Representative Kubma:
I would like to offer my support for the renaming o f The first few miles o f 
the Richardson Hwy. to East Egan Street.
The current mile post system starts 4 miles out o f Valdez due to the 
relocation o f the town in 1964
The current addresses are 300 Richardson highway 134 Richardson Hwy. 
ect. This is very often confused with mile 100 Richardson I Iwy and mile 
134 Richardson Hwy. ect
This wall help businesses on this street to properly identity as a downtown 
business and our UPS packages will not be lost.

Best Regards

O P R - IV - 1 9 9 7  0 9 : 1 3 835 209? 9 6 *
TOTAL P.01 

P.01



M C. H. Inc.
134 Richardson Hwy, 
Valdez, AK 99686 *

April 16, 1997

Valdez Legislative Information Office 
State courthouse Rooin 13 
Valdez, AK 99686

Dear Representative Kubina.
1 would like to offer my support for the renaming off! he first few miles o f 
the Richardson Hwy. to East Egan Street.
The current mile post system is not adequate and starts 4 miles out o f Valdez 
due to the relocation o f the town in 1964.
My current address is often confused with mile 134 on the Richardson Hwy 
But I am actually in downtown Valdez.
This change needed 

Sincerely,

Connie Ballow 
sccretary-treasurcr

APR-17-1997 09:42 835 2097 97*
T O T A L  P . 0 1  

P . 0 1
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ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUDLIC FACILITIES 

R01-16F-RPMT-86080 01/01/86

ROAD LOG

)

PAGE

REGION - 5 
MAINTENANCE STATION - 32

"STATE ROUTE 190000 RICHARDSON'HIGHWAY-------------
VALDEZ-DELTA JUNCTION 271.67 MILES

ROUTEMILEAGE'
.00 
.00 
.00' 
.02 
.0 3  
.0 9  

"10 
.10 
.1 6  
.2 7  
'.33 
.3 8  
. 38 
.AO

REFERENCE - POINT ' BRIDGEREFERENCE- "

.92' 

.95 

.95 

. 99 
".A 9 
.52 
.57 
.57 
.60 
. 6 A 
. 6 A 
.65 
'.67' 
.68 
.69

------------------------- “ FEATURE----------------------------

INSIDE VALDEZ CITY 
INSIDE FAP 71

"VALDEZ"FERRY“TERMINAL---------------
TURN
WAREHOUSE
WAREHOUSE
BEGIN PAVED SURFACE-----------------
TURN
JCT WITH FIDALGO ROAD 
VALDEZ DOCK COMPANY
JCT WITH GALENA DRIVE--------------
JCT WITH MAZELET AVE/MINERAL CR DR
JCT WITH W EGAN DRIVE
TURN
NATIONAL BANK'0F"ALA5KA-------------
WESTERN AUTO VACANT 
SEW FINE i RAINBOWS END 
BOTTLE STOP LIQUOR
VALDEZ OFFICE B LD G------- — ---
JCT WITH TATHLEK AVENUE 
CITY MUSEUM
LAMPLIGHTER MOTOR LODGE
JCT WITH CHENEGA'DRIVE  -----------
PIPELINE CLUB BAR 
VAIDEZ MOTEL 
VALDE2 MARKET
HOBBY HUT GIFT SHOP -
GLACIER BAR
FOUNTAIN OF BEAUTY SALON

SIDE OF 
“ROAD —

"TEFT
RIGHT
RIGHT
LEFT

LEFT 
RIGHT 
LEFT 

“RIGHT- 
AHEAD 
LEFT 
RIGHT 

"LEFT 
LEFT 
RIGHT 
LEFT 
"LEFT—  
BOTH 
LEFT 
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LEFT- 
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LEFT 
LEFT 
LEFT
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ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES 
16F-RPMT-86080 01/01/86 PAGE 3

ROAD LOG_____________________ ________________  _________

REGTON - 5 
MAINTENANCE STATION - 32

-------- STATE ROUTE 190000 RICHARDSON-HIGHWAY -
VALDEZ-DELTA JUNCTION 271.67 MILES

ROUTE REFERENCE BRIDGE SIDE OF
“ MILEAGE POINT REFERENCE ~FEATURE ROAD

.69 I STANDARD STATION 1ST ENT RIGHT

.70 LAUNDROMAT LEFT
 ■.72----------------- ------------STANDARD STATION~2ND~ ENT ------------------------ RIGHT-------

.72 1ST NATL BANK OF ANCHORAGE LEFT

.73 JCT WITH MEALS AVENUE BOTH

.83 TOTEM INN RIGHT
 1.06----------------------------- ANIMAL SHELTER------------------------------------- RIGHT-------

1.26 JCT WITH DOT/PF 1ST ENTRANCE LEFT
1.28 DOT/PF S C REGION OFFICES LEFT
1.35 VALDEZ MAINT STATION LEFT

 1.37--------- ------ JCT WITH DOT/PF 2ND ENTRANCE--------------------- LEFT--------
1.55 2 BEG BIKE PATH LEFT
1.53 CROOKED CREEK TURNOUT BEG LEFT
1.65 CROOKED CREEK TURNOUT END LEFT

 2.99--------3------------------- JCT WITH MINERAL CREEK LOOP---------------------- RIGHT--------
3.17 THE GLASS MAN RIGHT
3.90 9 JCT WITH ROAD LEFT
9.09 ACRES FOOD SUPPLY 8 TIMS CAFE RIGHT

— 4-16------ ---- ---- ---------JCT WITH VALDEZ AIRPORT RD --------- ------------ LEFT --------
9.16 JCT WITH MINERAL CREEK LOOP RIGHT
9.16 END BIKE PATH LEFT
9.25 JCT WITH ROAD BOTH
9.3 8-------------------  JCT WITH R O A D ------------------------------------LEFT--------
9.38 TURN OUT LEFT
9.57 5 JCT WITH ROAD LEFT
9.71 JCT WITH ROAD BOTH

—  9780-------------------   *' JCT WITH ROAD------------   ’-RIGHT--------
9.99 JCT WITH ROAD RIGHT
5.27 JCT WITH ROAD BOTH

P
P
R
-
0
3
-
1
9
9
7
 

15:30 
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ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES 
RO 1-16 F-RPMT-86 08 0 01/01/86

ROAD LOG

PAGE

REGION - 5 
MAINTENANCE STATTON - 32

STATE ROUTE 190000 RrCHARDSOfTHIGHUAY
VALDEZ-DELTA JUNCTION 271.67 MILES

ROUTE
M IL E A G E

5.48
5.54

REFERENCE 
' POINT

5
6

BRIDGE
REFERENCE

900556
5.59 
5.67 
5.74

"5.83 
6 .6 6  
7.00 
7.14 

" 7.16 
7.18
7.30
7.31 

"7.36"
7.38 
7 .48 
7.52
7 .5 9
7.64 
7.66 
7.96 
8.57
8.64 
8.70 
8.90

“ 9.28 * 
9.61 

10.48
10

---------------- FEATURE

JCT WITH ROAD
BRIDGE (OVER 104 FT) BEGINNING 
NO. 556: VALDEZ GLACIER STREAM 
BRIDGE (OVER 104 FT) ENDING 
MILEPOST 1
JCT WITH ROAD 

—JCT WITH ROAD 
MILEPOST 2
TURN OUT
JCT WITH ENTRANCE TO CEMETERY 1 
CEMETERY
JCT WITH ENTRANCE TO CEMETERY 2
REST AREA BEGIN
JCT WITH ROAD
REST AREA END
ROBE RIVER
JCT WITH DAYVIllE RD
JCT WITH SCALEHOUSE ENTRANCE
SCALEHOUSE VALDEZ ---
JCT WITH SCALEHOUSE ENTRANCE
MILEPOST 3
JCT WITH ROBE LAKE ROAD
RAINBOW MOTEL 1ST ENT --------
MILEPOST 4
RAINBOW MOTEL 2ND ENT 
JCT WITH ROAD
JCT WITH ROAD -------------   “
MILEPOST 5
TURN OUT

SIDE OF 
“ ROAD “

LEFT

RIGHT 
RIGHT 
"LEFT ■ 
RIGHT 
LEFT 
RIGHT 
RIGHT" 
RIGHT 
RIGHT 
LEFT 
RIGHT

R IG H T
RIGHT
RIGHT-
RIGHT
RIGHT
LEFT
L E F T " -
RIGHT
LEFT
RIGHT
R IG H T
RIGHT
RIGHT
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