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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 222(TRA)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTIETH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

B Y  T H E  H O U S E  TR A N S P O R T A T I O N  C O M M I T T E E

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVE R O K E B E R G

A BILL

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

"An Act relating to abandoned, wrecked, or junk vehicles."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 28.11.020 is amended to read:

Sec. 2S.11.020. Presumption of abandonment. A vehicle registered or ! 

titled as required under AS 28.10 that reasonably appears to have [HAS] been left 

unattended, standing, parked upon or within 10 feet of the traveled portion of a 

highway or vehicular wav or area in excess of 48 hours, or a vehicle registered or | 

titled as required under AS 28.10 that reasonably appears to have been left 

standing or parked on private property in excess of 24 hours or upon other public 

property for more than 30 days, without the consent of the owner or person in charge 

of the property, notwithstanding other statutory provisions, may be removed under 

AS 28.11.030 and treated as an abandoned vehicle, unless the vehicle is reclaimed and 

removed before [ACTION REGARDING] removal occurs [IS TAKEN] under 

AS 28.11.030. The department for good cause may make provisions for parking of 

vehicles on state property other than specified in this section and under the provisions
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of AS 44.62.

* Sec. 2. AS 28.11.020 is amended by adding new subsections to read:

(b) Notwithstanding other provisions of law, a wrecked or junk vehicle that 

reasonably appears to have been left unattended, standing, parked upon or within 10 

feet of the traveled portion of a highway or vehicular way or area in excess of 24 

hours, or a wrecked or junk vehicle that reasonably appears to have been left standing 

or parked on private property or other public property in excess of 24 hours and 

without the consent of the owner or person in charge of the property, may be removed 

under AS 28.11.030 and treated as an abandoned vehicle, unless the vehicle is 

reclaimed and removed before removal occurs under AS 28.11.030.

(c) In this section,

(1) "junk vehicle'1 means a vehicle that

(A) is not currently registered under AS 28.10;

(B) is stripped, wrecked, or otherwise inoperable due to 

mechanical failure;

(C) has not been repaired because of mechanical difficulties or 

because the cost of repairs required to make it operable exceeds the fair market 

value of the vehicle; or

(D) is in a condition that exhibits more than one of the 

following elements:

(i) broken glass;

(ii) missing wheels or tires;

(iii) missing body panels or parts; or

(iv) missing drive train parts.

(2) "wrecked vehicle" means a vehicle that is disabled and cannot be 

used as a vehicle without substantial repair or reconstruction;

* Sec. 3. AS 2S.11.050 is amended to read:
i

Sec. 28.11.050. Vesting of title. Title to an impounded vehicle not reclaimed ; 

by the registered owner, a lienholder, or other person entitled possession of the 

vehicle within 15 [30] days from the notice given under AS 28.11.040 vests with the 

state or, if a municipal ordinance is adopted under AS 28.11.100, with the

0 - L S 0 7 7 9 V F
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municipality, as appropriate. However, nothing in this section prohibits a lien under 

AS 2S.11.090.

* Sec. 4. AS 28.1 1.070(a) is amended to read:

(a) Upon satisfaction of the notice and reporting requirements prescribed in 

this chapter, a vehicle may be disposed of by removal to a scrap processing yard or 

auto wrecker for disposal or bv public auction 20 days after notice of the auction is 

published in a newspaper of general circulation in the area or municipality in which 

the vehicle was found and presumed abandoned. The notice of auction must describe 

the vehicle and specify the place, date, and time at which it will be sold. A copy of 

the notice of auction shall be conveyed to the department.

* Sec. 5. AS 28.11.070(b) is amended to read:

(b) A vehicle disposed of under this section bv public auction must be ; 

[REGISTERED AND] titled under AS 28.10, and may not be subsequently sold 

without a certificate of title issued by the department.

* Sec. 6. AS 28.11.100 is amended to read:

Sec. 2S.11.100. Municipal abatement procedure. A municipality may adopt 

an ordinance establishing procedures for the abatement and removal from private or 

public property, as a public nuisance or a health or safety hazard, a wrecked, 

dismantled, or inoperative vehicle or a vehicle otherwise presumed to be abandoned. 

An ordinance adopted under this section must contain provisions for (I) notice to
i

owners and lienholders of record and persons known to be lawfully entitled to 

possession of the vehicles, of their right to a hearing which shall be conducted by the j 

municipality in the manner provided for bv municipal ordinance [THE 

DEPARTMENT UNDER AS 28.05.131 - 28.05.141]; (2) notice to owners and 

lienholders as provided in AS 28.11.040; and (3) disposal of abandoned vehicles as 

provided in AS 28.11.070.

0-LS0779VF
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4/18/97

A M E N D M E N T

TO: HB 222

1 Page 3, following line 13:
2 Insert a new bill section to read:
3 "* Sec. 6. A S  28.11.100 is amended to read:

4 Sec. 28.11.100. Municipal abatement procedure. A municipality may

5 adopt an ordinance establishing procedures for the abatement and removal from

6 private or public property, as a public nuisance or a health or safety hazard, a

7 wrecked, dismantled, or inoperative vehicle or a vehicle otherwise presumed to be

8 abandoned. An ordinance adopted under this section must contain provisions for (1)

9 notice to owners and lienholders of record and persons known to be lawfully entitled

10 to possession of the vehicles, of their right to a hearing which shall be conducted by
11 the municipality in the manner provided for bv municipal ordinance [THE

12 DEPARTMENT UNDER AS 28.05.131 - 28.05.141]; (2) notice to owners and

13 lienholders as provided in AS 28.11.040; and (3) disposal of abandoned vehicles as

14 provided in AS 28.11.070."
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House of Representatives

LABOR S COMMERCE COMMITTEE. CHAIRMAN 
s p e c ia l  coM M rrrE E  o n  o il  *  g a s . m e m b e r  
JUOICIARY COMMITTEE. MEMBER 
CORRECTIONS BUOGET SUBCOMMITTEE. MEMBER 
ADMINISTRATION BUOGET SUBCOMMITTEE MEMBER 
HEALTHS SOCIAL SERVICES BUOGET SUBCOMMITTEE MEMBER

COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS

JUNEAU, AK 99601-1182 
PHONE: (907 )^ 65-1958 
FAX (907 ) 465-2040

SESSION: STATE CAPITOL

ANCHORAGE. AK 99501 PHONE- (907)258-8191 FAX: (907)258-2916

INTERIM:716 WEST 4TH AVENUE. SUITE 640

Representative Norman Rokeberg
S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  

H O U S E  BILL 222 
B Y  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  N O R M A N  R O K E B E R G

H ouse Bill 222 is an act relating to abandoned, w recked, or junk vehicles.

HB 222 w ould  give local governm ents m ore tools to w ork w ith  w hen 
im pound ing  and  d isposing  of w recked or junk vehicles. The M unicipality of 
A nchorage has placed the passage of such legislation on  its 1997 Legislative Program  
as an issue th a t needs to be addressed . The num ber of vehicles abandoned on streets 
and  h ighw ays has becom e and is a problem  for local governm ents. These vehicles, 
besides being an eyesore, can be a possible traffic or health  risk. Such vehicles are 
usually  no t p roperly  registered and  tracing the ow ner can be difficult.

It is expensive for local governm ents, and  citizens of those governm ents, to 
rem ove w recked or junk  vehicles can be form idable. The M unicipality of 
A nchorage rem oves m ore than 1,000 such vehicles from  m unicipal and  sta te  rights- 
of-w ay each year. The cost to the M unicipality of A nchorage to rem ove such 
vehicles is approxim ately  $126,000.

H ouse Bill 222 w ould  provide the follow ing benefits to local governm ents:

• Expedite rem oval of junk vehicles from  streets and rights-of-w ay

• Reduce ho ld ing  tim e and decrease processing tim e for junk vehicles.

• A ssist in  reducing  the num ber of junk  vehicles w hich are sold through
auction and  often re-deposited on the streets and rights-of-way.

H ouse Bill 222 w ould  m ake it easier for local governm ents to rem ove junk 
vehicles from  streets and  rights-of-w ay. The provisions of HB 222 w ould save 
m oney, allow  m unicipal program s in this area to be m ore effective, and help m ake 
o u r roadw ays safer.

Your su p p o rt of this m easure w ould  be appreciated.

ED 1:4/14/97
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DIVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 

STATE OF ALASKA
1 3 0  S e w a r d  S t re e t ,  S u i t e  4 0 9  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 2 1 0 5

M E M O R A N D U M  April 4 ,1W7

SUBJECT: Sectional Summary of HB 222

TO : Representative Norman Rokeberg
Attn: Janet

FRO M : Michael F. Ford
Legislative Counsel

You have requested a sectional summary of the above-described bill.

As a preliminary matter, note that a sectional summary of a bill should not be considered an 
authoritative interpretation of the bill and the bill itself is the best statement of its contents. 
If you would like an interpretation of the bill as it may apply to a particular set of 
circumstances, please advise.

Section 1. Establishes that a presumption of abandonment attaches to certain vehicles left 
unattended if the vehicles are registered or titled as required under AS 28.10.

Section 2. Allows certain junk vehicles to be removed and treated as abandoned vehicles. 
Provides a definition of "junk" and "wrecked" vehicles.

Section 3. Reduces the time period for reclaiming an impounded vehicle from 30 to 15 days.

Section 4. Allows disposal of a vehicle by scrap processing or by public auction.

Section 5. Requires that vehicles that are sold at auction must be registered and titled.

MFF:jdr
97-246.jdr

( 9 0 7 )  4 6 5 - 3 8 6 7  o r  4 6 5 - 2 4 5 0  
FAX ( 9 0 7 )  4 6 5 - 2 0 2 9  
Mail S l o p  3 1 0 1
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M unicipality

Anchorage
of

P . O .  B o x  1 9 6 6 5 0  
A n c l i o r u g e ,  .V J a s k a  9 9 6 1 9 - 6 6 5 0  
T e l e p h o n e :  ( 9 0 7 )  7 8 6 - 8 2 7 7  
F a x ;  ( 9 0 7 )  5 6 1  - 1 0 5 7

Rick Mystrom. Mayor

orr.vRTMi.vr o f  Himr.ic w o r k s

Street Maintenance Division 
(35d0 E . Tudtir Road)

A p r i l  3 .  1 9 9 7

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  N o r m  R o k e b e r g  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

S t a t e  C a p i t o l  " M S  3 1 0 0 " ,  R o o m  2 4  

J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2  ! •
t ,

Re: Junk Vehicle House Bill
t

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  R o k e b e r g :  i

T o  r e d u c e  t h e  c o s t s  o f  i m p o u n d i n g  a n d  d i s p o s i n g  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 0 0 0  a b a n d o n e d ,  

w r e c k e d ,  o r  j u n k  v e h i c l e s  in  t h e  M u n ic ip a l i t y *  o f  A n c h o r a g e  e a c h  y e a r ,  w e  a r e  s e e k i n g  

r e v i s i o n s  t o  A S  2 8 . 1 1 . 0 2 0 ,  2 8 . 2 2 . 0 5 0  a n d  2 | J .1 1 , 0 7 0 .  T h e s e  r e v i s i o n s  w i l l  p r o v i d e  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  b e n e f i t s :  ;

• E n a b l e  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  t o  e x p e d i t e s  r e m o v a l  o f  j u n k  v e h i c l e s  f r o m  s t r e e t s  a n d  

r i g h t s - o f - w a y s  b y  r e d u c i n g  t lj ie  n o t i c p  t i m e  t o  t w e n t y - f o u r  h o u r s  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  

c u r r e n t  f o r t y - e i g h t  h o u r  r e q u i r e m e n t ?

!
• T h e  r e d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  h o l d i n g  t i m e  f r o m  t h i r t y  d a y s  t o  f i f t e e n  d a y s  w i l l  n o t  o n l y  

d e c r e a s e  t h e  p r o c e s s i n g  t ir r ^ e  f o r  a  j u n k  v e h i c l e ,  b u t  w i l l  a l s o  p r o v i d e  a d d i t i o n a l  

e c o n o m i e s  f o r  t h e  p r o g r a m  b y  r e d i j c i n g  t h e  s i z e  o f  h o l d i n g  y a r d s  f o r  m u n i c i p a l  

c o n t r a c t o r s .  ;

i

• T h e  c h a n g e  t o  a l l o w  j u n k  v e h i c l e s  t o  b e  t a k e n  d i r e c t l y  t o  a  s c r a p  p r o c e s s i n g  

y a r d  w i l l  g r e a t l y  a s s i s t  in  r e d u c i n g  j h e  n u m b e r  o f  j u n k  v e h i c l e s  w h i c h  a r e  s o l d  

t h r o u g h  a u c t i o n  a n d  o f t e n  j r e - d e p o s i t e d  o n t o  o u r  s t r e e t s  a n d  r i g h t s - o f - w a y s .

T h e  r e v i s i o n s  p r o p o s e d  in  t h i s  b i l l  w i l l  s a v e  m o n e y ,  m a < e  m u n i c i p a l  j u n k  v e h i c l e  

p r o g r a m s  m o r e  e f f e c t i v e ,  a n d  h e l p  t o  m a k e ;  a l l  o f  o u r  r o a d w a y s  m o r e  a t t r a c t i v e  t o  o u r  

c i t i z e n s  a n d  v i s i t o r s .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  s p o n s o r ^ i g  H B  2 2 2 ,  “ A n  A c t  R e l a t i n g  t o  A b a n d o n e d ,  

W r e c k e d ,  o r  J u n k  V e h i c l e s . '  T h i s  b i l l  w i l l  h e l p  u s  m a n a g e  t h e  p r o b l e m  m o r e  e f f e c t i v e l y  

a n d  e f f i c i e n t l y ,  \

S i n c e r e l y ,

M a n a g e r

cc; Tim Rogers

TOTAL P.01
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