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SB 265: Designating the Moose as the Land Mammal 
Sponsor Statement

i w a s privileged to be con tacted  last fall by com m unity m em b ers w ho w ere  
in terested  in design atin g  a sta te  land m am m al. T hey had resea rch ed  th e  
m atter and found that while a  marine m am m al had b een  d esig n a ted , w e  
had not officially d esign a ted  a land m am m al. Their intention w a s  to involve  
the s tu d e n ts  of Kalifornsky B each  E lem entary S ch oo l with the project from  
its origin to its com pletion.

T he s tu d en ts  con d u cted  research  on the various m am m als in A laska, 
including d iscu ssio n  with a wildlife biologist. T hey have stud ied  the im pact 
ea ch  m am m al h a s had on A laska’s  culture and history. T hey m et with 
m em b ers of S o ld otna  High S ch oo l’s  govern m ent c la ss , w ho acted  a s  
leg isla tive com m ittee  m em b ers so  the e lem en tary  stu d en ts could practice  
their p resen ta tion s.

In D ecem b er , th e  stu d en ts held a  primary election , com p lete  with cam p aign  
p o sters d o n e  a s  an art c la s s  project. T he primary election  resulted in a  
short list of four finalists - the m o o se , wolf, brown bear, and w olverine. On 
January 2 3 , 1998 , the general election w a s held and the winner w a s th e  
m o o se .

The stu d en ts will follow this bill, tracking it through the legislative p r o c e ss  in 
both the S e n a te  and the He 'e . T hey will be involved in public opinion  
m e s s a g e s  and letters of supp< .t for the bill. T hey will ask  for the support of 
the local govern m en ts on the Kenai Peninsula.

I am  con fid en t of their ability to prom ote their se lec tion  of the m o o se  a s  
A lask a’s  land m am m al, and en cou rage  your support for this m easu re.

SS SB 265 H(STA) 2/23/98: mj



CITY  O F  SO LD O TN A  
RESO LU TIO N  98-13

A  R ESO LU TIO N  COMMENDING TH E  S TU D EN TS  O F KALIFORN SKY B EA CH  
ELEM EN TA R Y  S C H O O L  FO R  NOMINATING TH E  M OO SE A S  TH E  S TA TE 'S  

O FFIC IA L LAND MAMMAL AND SUPPORTING TH EIR  P R O P O SA L
(Requested by Mayor Lancaster)

W H EREA S, the students of the Kalifornsky Beach Elementary School have 
worked on a project to select and propose a land mammal for the official state 
land m a m m a l ;  a n d

W H EREA S, they enlisted the support and assistance of Senator John Torgerson 
with the legislative process; and

W H ER EA S, after extensive individual and collective research and discussion, 
the students conducted a primary and a general election to select the proposed 
mammal; and

W H EREA S, in the January 23, 1998 general election, the moose was selected, 
receiving 230 out of 412 votes cast; and

W H EREA S, Senator John Torgerson has sponsored SB 265 naming the moose 
as the Official State Land Mammal,

NOW, T H E R E F O R E , BE IT R ESO LV ED  BY T H E  C ITY  CO U N CIL O F  TH E  C ITY  
O F  SO LD O TN A , ALASKA;

Section ^  That the Students and Teachers of the Kalifornsky Beach Elementary 
School be commended for their part In this legislation.

Section 2. That SB  265: Designating the Moose as the Alaska State Land 
Mammal be is hereby wholeheartedly supported by the City of Soldotna.

Section 3. That this resolution becomes effective immediately upon its adoption.

A D O P TED  BY TH E  C ITY  COUN CIL this 25m day of February, 1998.

Ken Lancaster, Mayor

A T T E S T ;

Patricia C . Burdick, CM C, City Clerk
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M E M O R A N D U M

DATE:

TO:

FROM:

RE:

February 23 , 1998

R ep. Jean n ette  J a m es, Chair 
H ou se  S ta te  Affairs C om m ittee

S en ator  John T o rg erso n 1 

S B  2 6 5  - M oose a s  S tate  Land Mammal

I would ap p recia te  your schedu lin g this bill before the H ouse S ta te  Affairs 
C om m ittee. As you m ay know, e lem en tary  sch oo l stu d en ts in my district 
have b een  working on this matter a s  a  c la s s  project.

I ex p ec t that they will testify on behalf of their se lection  and I will work 
c lo se ly  with you to a ssu re  a sm ooth  presentation  before the com m ittee. I 
anticipate that both their presentation and m ine will not e x c e e d  15 m inutes.

Transm itted is a  S p on sor  S tatem en t for the m easure; c o p ie s  of sev era l  
n ew sp a p er  articles regarding the matter; and other support letters and  
resolu tions.

Thank you for your time and consideration . ; r  /

SB 265: Hrg Rqst; H(STA): 2/23/98: mj

‘Representing tfic ‘Kj'nai (Pcninsufa



9 ( e n a i  ‘P e n i n s u f a  

M a s h a

A  R E SO L U T IO N  C O M M EN D IN G  T H E  ST U D E N T S A T  K A LIF O R N SK Y  
B E A C H  E L E M E N T A R Y  SC H O O L FO R PRO M O TIN G  

T H E  M O O SE  A S  TH E  S T A T E ’S  O F FIC IA L L A N D  M A M M A L  A N D  
O F F IC IA LLY  SU P PO RTIN G  T H E IR  PRO PO SAL

WHEREAS, in the late Spring of 1997, the students at Kalifornsky Beach Elementaiy School 
embarked on a project to select and propose a land mammal for the official state 
mammal; and

WHEREAS, students and teachers enlisted the support and assistance of Senator John 
Torgerson regarding the selection and legislative process; and

WHEREAS, following much individual and collective research, discussion and debate, the 
students conducted both a primary and general election to select their proposed 
mammal; and

WHEREAS, the moose was the clear winner in the January 23, 1998 school election, receiving 
230 of the 412 votes cast; and

WHEREAS. Senator Torgerson has sponsored SB 265 naming the moose as the Official State 
Land Animal.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE KENA1 PENINSULA
BOROUGH:

That the students of Kalifornsky Beach Elementary School are hereby commended fo r their efforts 
to promote the moose as the State's Official Land Mammal.

That the Legislature is urged to support SB 265 naming the moose as the Official State Land 
Mammal.

That copies of this resolution shall be forwarded to Governor Knowles and the legislators 
representing the Kenai Peninsula Borough,

ADOPTED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE KENAI PENlNSUL/i BOROUGH 
THIS 17th DAY OF FEBRUARY, 1998.

LX<,

t e - L  I f a d M ,
Ja/k ftrown, Assembly President

ATTEST:

W
Linda S. Miirphf. Do/ough Q trk
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M o o s e  p r o m o te d  a s  s t a t e ’s  official m a m m a l
By 8HANA LOSHBAUOH
Porlnsuta Clarion

Moo.se nre big, hairy and all 
over Ihe place, bul arc they worthy 
to represent Alaska as tire sta te 's  
official land ttiamma(7

Students at Kalifornsky Beach 
Elem entary School in S oldotna 
think so. Now they need to coa-

ralllees in Juneau.
The project was Ihe brainchild 

of parent volunteer Shannon West. 
She noticed that Ihe state had an 
official marine m am m al, the bow- 
head whnle, adopted in 1983. But 
it had no official land mammal.

If  the state didn’t have one, the 
wonted to know, could Ihe children 
suggest one?

She discussed llie m atter lastvince llie state Legislature. T he 
youngsters have a once-ln-a-llfe- year w ith first-grade teacher Thirl 
time opportunity to  pick the offr- Carter, who encouraged her to pur- 
cial critter, to jo in  the roster with sue the matter.
other state symbols such as the 
official mineral (go ld)and  official 
fish(klng;8Ahnoti).

S tu d e n ts  In  k in d e rg a r te n  
th ro u g h  Sixth g ra d e  w o rk e d  
throughout tiie first sem ester to  
pick which animal to nominate, 
culm inating with a vote Friday, 
The m oose won handily w ith 230 
votes, outdistancing the w olf (97 
v o te s ) , b ro w n  b e a r  (5 7 )  a n d  
w olverine (28), Ihe o ther th r e e ’ 
finalists,. Now, the students will 
track their nomination through the 
Legislature towards officio] desig­
nation.

During (he first semester, they 
studied Alaska’s wildlife biology 
for the project; during (lie second 
semester they will Icam how gov­
ernment works. Students also will 
have an opportunity to testify, via 
teleconference, to  legislative com-

T hey  c o n ta c te d  S e n . Jo h n  
T o rg erso n , R -K a s ilo f , and  he 
offered to help with (he project. 
This fall, he visited Ihe school and 
discussed the nom ination with stu­
dents. He intends to Introduce a 
resolution this session to m ake the 
K-Beacli nom ination the official 
state symbol.

“ I wish every school could do 
som ething like IhiB,” Torgerson 
said. "Thosekids will have teamed 
so much by the lime they are done.” 

The nomination may be contro- 
veisial, as different regions o f  the 
s la te  w ill p ro m o te  th e ir  ow n 
favorite animals. T he students will 
Imve to do a good jo b  presenting 
their ense, he said.

The students have been m ar­
shaling facts all year.

To pick a nominee, they studied 
Alaska’s naUvemammais in detail.

Photo by M. Scctt Moon
S tudents from Irma P e le rso n ’s  Becond ta d e  c la s s  a t Kalifornsky 
B oach Elem entary vote for Iho lrcand idate  i> r Ihe s ta te ’s  m am m al. The 
school’s  maBcol, th e  caribou, did not Ihe primary.

c o n s id e r in g  th e ir  d is tr ib u tio n  
th ro u g h o u t th e  s ta le ,  u se  by 
humans and significance to  histo­
ry, culture and religion.

T he school involved fam ilies in 
the process, too. Teachers encour­
aged students to  discuss the nom i­
nation  and m am m als-a t hom e. 
Students surveyed their parents, 
tallied the results and displayed 
them  in the wctiool foyer.

Biologist Ted Spraker from (he 
Kenai National W ildlife Refugo 
visited (lie school to talk about the 
animals and answ er student ques­
tions. Dan H alverson 's govern­

m ent class rrom Soldotna High 
School visited and acted the role of 
legislative com m ittee m embers so 
the e lem en ta ry  s tu d en ts  could  
prdclice their presentations.

In December, the students held 
a primary election. As an art p ro­
jec t, they m ade cam paign posleis 
and plastered Ihe school hallways.

T h e  primary narrowed the field 
to the four finalists.

T he w olf faction, West noted, 
s tag ed  a v eritab le  m ed ia  b litz  
befo re  the prim ary. The adu lts 
involved had worried that Ihe chil- 

Sae MOOSE, back png»

v w J k t j  0 . . . M o o s e
Conttnuad from  peg* A-1

d rc n  w o u ld  c h o se  l l i e  c o n t ro v e rs ia l 
c a n in e  and  fa c e  n b um py r id e  In th e  
le g is la tu re , sh e  Bald.

Now tha t the f in a l t a l ly  is  in . K-

Beach will sh ift gears from biolo­
gy to government. 1

Students will Issue public opin­
ion messages and letters to support 
the senator’s resolution and round 
up support by seeking additional 
resolutions from the Soldotna City 
C o u n c il and  K enai P e n in su la  
Borough Assembly. With com m u­

nity support and Tbrgcrson’s spon­
sorship, Ihe bill to moke Ihe m oose 
A la ik a ’s offic ia l sta te  m am m al 
may pas* this session.

The school hopes to end the pro­
jec t w ith a grand finale if  aJI gees

• w ell —  an in v ita tio n  to  G ov.
• Knowles to visit the school and 
sign the measure into iaw.



K i d s  r a l l y  b e h i n d  m o o s e
Th» A**ocirt»d Pros*

KENAI—Mooae mania has h it 
tho Kalifornsky Beach Elemen­
tary School in Soldotna, .where 
students are pushing to have the 
big, hairy creatures named as the 
state's official land mammal.

Tho project was the brainch ild 
o f  parent volunteer Shannon 
West. She noticed that the state 
had an official marina mammal, 
the bowhead whale, adopted in 
1983. But it had no official land 
mammal. \

I f  the state didn’t have one, 
she wanted to know, could tha

children suggest one? She dis­
cussed the matter last year with 
first-grade taocher Terri Carter, 
who encouraged her to pursue 
the matter. • /■'They contacted Sen. John Tor- 
gerson, R-Kasilof, and ha offered 
to holp with the project. This fall, 
he visited tha school and dis­
cussed the nomination with stu- 
donta. Re intends to introduce a 
resolution this session to desig­
nate tho moose' as official land 
mammaLfimm  the project got started,. see MOOSE P»o*Ar7

Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, Monday, January 28 ,1998

M O O S E
Continued from Page A-1 
students havo studied Alaska’s 
wildlife biology to determino 
which animal should be honored, 
culminating with a vote Friday. 
The mooso won handily with 230 
votes, outdistancing the w o lf (97 
votes), brown bear (57) and wol­
verine (28).

During the second semester 
the students will follow the reso­
lution through the legislative 
process to learn how government 
works. Students also will have an 
opportunity to testify, via tele­
conference, to legislative commit­
tees in Juneau.

"1 wish every school could do 
something like this,”  Torgerson 
said. “ Those kids will have 
learned so much by the time they 
are done.”

The nomination may be con­
troversial, as different regions o f 
the state are expected to promote 
their own favorite animals. The 
students w ill have to do a good 
job presenting their case, ho said.

The students have been mar­
shaling facta oil year.

To pick a nominee, they 
studied Alaska's native mammals 
in detail, considering their distri­
bution throughout tho state, use 
by humane and significance to 
history, culture and religion.

Biologist Ted Spmker from 
the Kenai Nationa l W ild life 
Refugo visited the school to talk 
about tho animals and answer 
student questions. Dan Halver­
son's government class from

MAMMAL VOTES—Students at Kalifornsky Beach E lementary School In So ldotna vote Friday to no­
minate the m ooso as the state's official land mammal. The school's m asco t the caribou at righ t ; 
was eliminated In eartior "p rim ary" voting. f

Soldotna High School visited and 
acted the role o f  legislative com­
mittee members so the elemen­
tary students could practice their 
presentations.

In December, tho students 
held a primary election. As an art 
project they made campaign 
posters and plastered the Bchool 
hallways.

Tho primary narrowed the 
field to the four finnliata.

The w olf faction staged a  veri­

table media blitz before tho pri­
mary, W o lf said. Some adults 
were worried that tho children 
would chose the controversial ca­
nine and face a bumpy ride in the 
legislature, she said.

Now that the final tally is in, 
the school w ill shift gears from 
hiology to government

Students w ill issue public 
opinion messages and letters to 
support tho senator’s resolution 
and round up support by seeking

additional resolutions from the ; 
Soldotna City Council and Kenai . 
Peninsula Borough Assembly. , 
With community support and 
Torgcrson’s sponsorship, tha bill ! 
to make the moose Alaska’s offi­
cial state mammal may pass 
session. <

The school hopes to end the 
nrqject with a grand finale i f  a ll ’ 
goes well —  an invitation to Gov. J 
Knowleo to visit the school and i 
sign the resolution. j
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