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SB 214 
SPON SOR  STATEM ENT

Senate Bill 214 corrects a potential technical glitch affecting peace officers that 
was caused by an  am endm ent to SB141 offered by the Alaska Peace Officers 
Association last session. This technical glitch is easily fixed by SB214.

SB214 is supported  by the Alaska Peace Officers Association, the Alaska 
Association of Chiefs of Police and the Alaska D epartm ent of Public Safety.

Section 1 re-enacts the exem ption for peace officers to carry concealed w eapons 
while on duty. In addition, a new  subsection (page 1, line 14) allows police 
officers and  chief adm inistrative officers of m unicipal police departm ents to 
carry concealed w eapons w ithout obtaining a state permit.

Section 2 clarifies die definition of police officer. The word "local" is changed to 
"m unicipal" on page 2, line 5. This change is included in SB214 on advice of 
legislative legal counsel. There is no definition in statute of "local," while 
"m unicipal" is defined and covers all local police departm ents in Alaska.

On page 2, lines 10 and 11, the w ords "carry a concealed w eapon" is deleted. 
This change is included in SB214 on advice of the Departm ent of Law, Crim inal 
Division. Rather than including the ability to carry a concealed handgun w ithin 
the definition of a police officer, it is included in the criminal statutes as an 
affirm ative defense.

Section 3 establishes the effective date of SB214. The legislation becomes 
effective on the sam e day that SB141 becomes effective.

SB214 has no know n opposition. I respectfully request the Committee's support 
of SB214 and encourage expedited consideration. Thank you.



TO N Y  K N O W LE S , G O V ERN O R

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  P U B L IC  S A F E T Y

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER
January 14, 1998

P.O. BO X  111200 
JUNEAU, A LA SK A  99811-1200  
PHONE: (907) 465*1322
FAX: (907) 465*1362

The Honorable Mike Miller 
Alaska State Senate 
Capitol Building, Room 107 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Miller:

Portia Parker of your office has asked that I provide a letter indicating the language that is 
now included in SB214 adequately addresses the law enforcement concerns expressed 
regarding sections 6 & 8 of SB 141.

Representatives of the Alaska Peace Officers Association, the Alaska Association of 
Police Chiefs and the Department of Public Safety, have reviewed the proposed language 
in SB214 and believe it will correct the problems created for non-certified law 
enforcement officers by SB 141 becoming law.

While the proposed language in SB214 appears to adequately address the so call«_d law 
enforcement probiem, it does not include language to maintain current law in three key 
areas the law enforcement community still finds problematic in SB 141. I am sure you are 
well aware of them by now, but I wanted to take this opportunity to reiterate our specific 
concerns:

• Concealed firearms will not be prohibited in domestic violence shelters 
that are not state funded or in a facility of any domestic violence program 
that doesn’t qualify as a shelter.

• Persons indicted for a felony will not be precluded from obtaining a 
permit.

• Persons convicted of some misdemeanor domestic violence crimes will 
not be precluded from obtaining a permit.

• Unless they have been adjudicated mentally defective or have been 
institutionalized, persons with mental problems will not be precluded from 
obtaining a permit.



While I would have preferred not to see the veto of SB 141 overridden and current law 
changed, since it is, I strongly urge you to ensure the above areas of concern are 
addressed in SB214.

Thank you for your time and attention and I look forward to working with your office on 
matters of mutual concern during this session.

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  M i k e  M i l l e r
J a n u a r y  1 4 ,  1 9 9 8
P a g e  2

Sincerely,

Del Smith
Deputy Commissioner



DISTRIBUTED TO ALL LEGISLATORS BY 
DEPT. OF PUBLIC SAFETY AT REQUEST OF 
ALASKA PEACE OFFICERS ASSOCIATION

January 12,1998

Scnaior Lyda Green 
Senator Mike Miller

Dear Senator Green and Senator Miller:
W e w an t to  lake th is oppo rtu n ity  to  thunk you and your respective sta ff mom bcr6 fo r w orking 
w ith us lu address the co ncerns ra ised  by  a p rovision  o f  S B I '1 1 that w ould inadvertently preclude 
som e po lice  officers from  currying a  concealed  w eapon w ith in  the scope o f their em ploym ent.

As was discussed during the meetings with you and/or your respective Btaffs during the interim, 
SB214 is intended to reverse the restrictions that would be placed on law enforcement officers 
relative to carrying a concealed weapon by the provision in SB 141 should it become law.
While SB214 when it becomes law will resolve our concerns regarding law enforcement’s ability 
to carry concealed weapons, it does not address some additional concerns that we expressed 
during our last meeting. As we indicated to your staff at that time we were very interested in 
maintaining current law in three other areas that SB 141 changes. Specifically, we were 
interested in continuing the provision of current law that does not allow (he carrying of a 
concealed weapon into the facilities of a domestic violence program no matter what the source of 
funding. We also would like to retain the provision of current law that denies a concealed 
handgun permit to persons convicted of domestic violence crimes or those under indictment for a 
felony offense. Finally, we think the current Jaw’s prohibition against the issuance of a 
concealed handgun permit to a mentally 111 person is more effective than the language in SB 141 
which would deny permits only to those in mental institutions or those adjudicated “mentally 
defective” by the Courts.
As SB214 begins moving through the legislative process we strongly urge you to include 
amendments lo the bill that would .address the three areas of concern that are outlined above.
Thank you again for the opportunity to work with you and/or your respective staff members these 
past few months and we look forward to participating in the hearing process on SB214.

Sineerelv Sincerely,

Tom Walker
President
AACOP

President
APOA

cc: Alaska legislators
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Representative Jeannette James, Chairman
House Committee on State Affairs

FROM: Senator Mike Miller
President of the Sena

DATE: January 29,1998

RE: SB214

I respectfully request that SB214 be scheduled for a hearing in the House 
Committee on State Affairs at the earliest convenience of the Chairman.

Thank you.
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