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H JR  4 Proposing amendments to the Constitution of the State of 
Alaska relating to terms of legislators

S P O N SO R : Representative Gene Therriault

S P O N S O R  S TA TEM EN T:

HJR 4 proposes to limit terms by limiting the number of regular legislative sessions a 
person may serve. The resolution proposes that a person may not serve consecutively 
more than twelve full regular sessions in the legislature. A person may not again serve 
in the legislature as a result of election or appointment to fill a vacancy until at least two 
consecutive regular sessions have elapsed. In addition, when tabulating the number of 
sessions served, special sessions shall not be counted nor shall time served as the 
result of appointment to fill a vacancy.

Alaskan voters demonstrated their desire for congressional term limits through 1994's 
ballot measure 4, which passed by a margin of 62%. Alaskans have also expressed 
their support for term limits on the municipal level with many communities adopting 
some form of term limits for local elected officials. HJR 4 will now give voters the 
chance to change the state constitution and limit terms of state legislators.

Term limits are a positive legislative reform, guaranteeing that new legislators will be 
elected along with new ideas. The popularity of term limits indicates that a majority of 
our citizens do not prefer career politicians representing them. Term limits will also 
level the playing field for challengers facing long-term incumbents whose power 
oftentimes is derived primarily from seniority.

Placing a constitutional amendment limiting the terms of state legislators on the ballot is 
a measure that is long overdue.
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Proposing amendments to the Constitution of the State of Alaska relating to
terms of legislators

S P O N SO R : Representative Gene Therriault

Sectional Analysis:

Election and Terms

Section 1: Amends Article II, section 3, Constitution of the State of Alaska, by
limiting a person from serving consecutively more than twelve full 
regular sessions in the legislature. A person may not serve again 
in the legislature as a result of election or appointment until at least 
two consecutive full regular sessions have elapsed.

Section 2: Exempts periods served during the interim, between sessions or
during special sessions from being considered when calculating the 
tenure limit. In addition, periods served as a result of appointment 
to fill a vacancy shall not be considered when determining whether 
the tenure limit has been reached.

Section 3: Regular sessions served in the legislature before the convening of
the first regular session of the Twenty-Third Legislature will be 
considered when calculating tenure limit.

Section 4: Places the proposed amendments on the ballot at the next general
election.
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MEMORANDUM

January 20, 1998

Representative Jeannette James, Chair 
House Stale Affairs Committee

D A TE: 

TO :

FRO M : Representative Gene T h e rriau lt/^

S U B J E C T : Scheduling of HJR 4

I would like to respectfully request that House Joint Resolution 4, “Proposing 
amendments to the Constitution of the State of Alaska relating to terms of legislators” be 
scheduled for a hearing in the House State Affairs Committee.

The resolution proposes that a person may not serve consecutively more than twelve full 
regular sessions in the legislature. A person may not again serve in the legislature as a 
result of election or appointment to fill a vacancy until at least two consecutive full 
regular session have elapsed.

I appreciate your consideration of my request.
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Statement of Support 

of HJR 4 

A resolution calling for a constitutional amendment relating to term 
limits for state legislators and certain officers of the state.

The Alaska Chapter o f the National Federation of Independent Business has over 3000 
members, making it the largest small-business advocacy group in the state.

The legislative agenda of NFIB is determined by ballot. The ballot is our poll of members 
on a series o f state legislative and regulatory issues.

The 1996 ballot results showed very strong support for limiting the number o f terms 
served by members o f the Alaska legislature. Following are the ballot results on this issue:

Should the Alaska legislature be limited in the num ber of terms they can 
serve in office?

76 % YES 21 % NO 3 % Undecided

If you answered yes to the above question, which of the following options do 
you prefer?

a. Term limit of no more than 12 consecutive years. (69 %)

b. Term limit of four 2-year terms as a State Representative and two 4-year 
terms as a State Senator. (31 %)

NFIB/Alaska urges support for HJR 4.

Submitted by Thyes Shaub on behalf of NFIB/Alaska.
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