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Sponsor Statement

H C R  7  - A m e n d in g  R u le  2 3 (a ) o f  th e  U n i f o rm  R u le s

H C R  7 addresses the problem  o f meeting the public notice requirement of the 

U n ifo rm  Rules during the first week o f the first legislative session.

Problem: U niform  Rule 23 (a) states that "the person w ho chairs the 

committee" shall provide public notice of a meeting "by 4:00 p.m. on the 
preceding Thursday." U nder this requirement it is technically impossible for 

a chairm an to hold a meeting during the first week of the first legislative 

session. A  member is selected to serve as a chairman (or co-chairman) by the 
C om m ittee on Committees. Under norm al circumstances the Com m ittee on 
Com m ittees report is in  effect u n til the members of the next legislature are 

sw orn in. So the previous chairman has no authority beyond h is /h e r  term as 
chairman, and the new  chairman has already missed the preceding Thursday 
deadline and can therefore not meet during the first week.

In  order to m obilize the committee, prospective new  chairmen have for some 

years d u tifu lly  noticed meetings planned for the first week of session b y the 
preceding Thursday deadline, even though they do not yet preside over the 

committee. The alternative, of course, w ould be to give notice on the first day 
of session, and then w ait until the fo llow ing  week to hold the first meeting.

Solution: H C R  7 amends the U niform  Rules to allow  for a hearing during 

the first week of the first session to be held after 24 hours notice. Under such 

a rule, a meeting could be held on the second day of session if  notice was 
given im m ediately after swearing in  and approval of the Com m ittee on 
C om m ittee report. Such a hearing could o n ly  be held for the purposes of an 
overview  or committee organization, as the requirement in Rule 23(a) that a 

b ill or resolution be noticed for a least five days before the first publ'c hearing 

w o u ld  still apply.



H C R  7  -  A m e n d  U n i f o r m  R u l e  2 3 ( a )  b y Representative Joe Green

Problem #1: The member who is chairman on the preceding Thursday CEASES to be the chairman 
on Legislative Day 1 when the new legislature is sworn in.

Problem #2: The chairman selected on legislative Legislative Day 1 had no authority on the 
preceding Thursday to notice the meeting.

Result: Under strict adherence to the rule meetings scheduled during the first week of the first 
session fail to meet the public notice requirement..

Solution: HCR 7 allows meetings to be held with 24 hours notice during the first week of session.
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l e g i s l a t i v e  m a t t e r  w h i c h  is c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  of the c o m m i t t e e .  A  standing, special, o r  
j o i n t  c o m m i t t e e  w h i c h  a c t s  b e t w e e n  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n s  
c o n s t i t u t e s  a s u b c o m m i t t e e  of t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l  f o r  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p u r p o s e s .  A  s p e c i a l  or j o int c o m m i t t e e  
m a y  e x p e n d  m o n e y  on l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  an a p p r o p r i a t i o n  

m a d e  f o r  the w o r k  o f  the c o m m i t t e e .

(d) A  c o m m i t t e e  m a y  n o t  be e s t a b l i s h e d  u n l e s s  
a u t h o r i z e d  b y  l a w  or b y  t h e  U n i f o r m  Rules.

O P E N  A N D  E X E C U T I V E  S E S S I O N S

R U L E  22. O P E N  A N D  E X E C U T I V E  S E S S I O N S .  (a) A l l  
m e e t i n g s  of a l e g i s l a t i v e  b o d y  are o p e n  to a l l  l e g i s l a­
tors, w h e t h e r  o r  not t h e y  a r e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  
l e g i s l a t i v e  b o d y  t h a t  is m e e t i n g ,  a n d  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  
p u b l i c  e x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  in (b) o f  this- rule.

(b) A  l e g i s l a t i v e  b o d y  m a y  call a n  e x e c u t i v e  
s e s s i o n  at w h i c h  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  m a y  b e  
e x c l u d e d  for t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r easons:

(1) d i s c u s s i o n  o f  m a t t e r s ,  the i m m e d i a t e  k n o w­
l e d g e  o f  w h i c h  w o u l d  a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t  the f i n a n c e s  o f  a 
g o v e r n m e n t  unit;

(2) d i s c u s s i o n  of  s u b j e c t s  t h a t  t e n d  t o  
p r e j u d i c e  the r e p u t a t i o n  a n d  c h a r a c t e r  o f  a p e r s o n ;

(3) d i s c u s s i o n  of  a m a t t e r  t h a t  may, b y  law, 
b e  r e q u i r e d  to  b e  c o n f i d e n t i a l .

(c) W h e n  a l e g i s l a t i v e  b o d y  d e s i r e s  to c a l l  an  
e x e c u t i v e  s e s s i o n  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  (b) o f  t h i s  rule, 
t h e  b o d y  s h all f irst c o n v e n e  as a p u b l i c  m e e t i n g  a n d  t h e  
q u e s t i o n  of h o l d i n g  an e x e c u t i v e  s e s s i o n  s h a l l  b e  d e ­
t e r m i n e d  by a m a j o r i t y  v o t e  of the m e m b e r s  p r e s e n t .

(d) The p r o v i s i o n s  of this rule n a y  n o t  be  i n t e r­
p r e t e d  as p e r m i t t i n g  the e x c l u s i o n  of a l e g i s l a t o r  f r o m  
a n  e x e c u t i v e  session, w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e  l e g i s l a t o r  is a 
m e m b e r  of  the b o d y  that is m e e t i n g .  A  l e g i s l a t o r  n o t  a 
m e m b e r  o f  the b o d y  h o l d i n g  an e x e c u t i v e  s e s s i o n  shall, 
h o w e v e r ,  be s u b j e c t  t o  the same r u les of c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  
a n d  d e c o r u m  as p e r t a i n  t o  r e g u l a r  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  body.

C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G S

R U L E  23. C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G S .  (a) W r i t t e n  n o t i c e  
o f  t h e  time, p l a c e  a n d  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  of a l l  m e e t i n g s  o f  
s t a n d i n g ,  special, a n d  j o i n t  c o m m i t t e e s  d u r i n g  a w e e k
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s h a l l  b e  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  p e r s o n  w h o  c h a i r s  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  
t o  t h e  c h i e f  c l e r k  o r  s e c r e t a r y  b y  4 : 0 0  p.m. on t h e  
p r e c e d i n g  T h u r s d a y .  T h e  p e r s o n  w h o  c h a i r s  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  
t o  w h i c h  a b i l l  or  r e s o l u t i o n  is f i r s t  r e f e r r e d  s h a l l  
p r o v i d e  t o  t h e  c h i e f  c l e r k  o r  s e c r e t a r y  w r i t t e n  n o t i c e  of  
t h e  t i m e  a n d  p l a c e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  o n  t h e  
b i l l  o r  r e s o l u t i o n  at l e a s t  f i v e  d a y s  b e f o r e  t h e  he a r i n g .  
H o w e v e r ,  t h i s  r e q u i r e m e n t  m a y  b e  w a i v e d  b y  m o t i o n  of t h e  
p e r s o n  w h o  c h a i r s  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  t o  w h i c h  a b i l l  o r  
r e s o l u t i o n  is f i r s t  r e f e r r e d  if c o n c u r r e d  i n  b y  m a j o r i t y  
v o t e  o f  t h e  fu l l  m e m b e r s h i p  o f  t h e  h o u s e .  T h e  c h i e f  
c l e r k  o r  s e c r e t a r y  s h a l l  p u b l i s h  a n d  d i s t r i b u t e  c o p i e s  o f  
t h e  w e e k l y  s c h e d u l e  o f  c o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g s  a n d  of t h e  
f i v e - d a y  n o t i c e  o f  h e a r i n g .

(b) T h 6  p e r s o n  w h o  c h a i r s  a s t a n d i n g ,  special, o r  
j o i n t  c o m m i t t e e  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  t h e  c h i e f  c l e r k  o r  s e c r e­
t a r y  w r i t t e n  n o t i c e  o f  t h e  c h a n g e  in t h e  time, p l a c e  o r  
s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  o f  a m e e t i n g .  A t  t h e  n e x t  d a i l y  l e g i s l a­
t i v e  s e s s i o n ,  n o t i c e  of  t h e  s c h e d u l e  c h a n g e  s h a l l  be  
a n n o u n c e d  b y  t h e  c h i e f  c l e r k  o r  s e c r e t a r y  a n d  p u b l i s h e d  
a s  a n o t i c e  in t h e  j o u r n a l  o f  t h e  house.

(c) A  s c h e d u l e d  m e e t i n g  o f  a s t a n d i n g ,  special, or  
j o i n t  c o m m i t t e e  m a y  b e  c a n c e l l e d  at a n y  time. If 
p o s s i b l e ,  n o t i c e  o f  t h e  c a n c e l l a t i o n  s h a l l  b e  g i v e n  in 
t h e  s a m e  m a n n e r  as p r o v i d e d  f o r  n o t i c e  of c h a n g e  in (b) 
o f  t h i s  rule.

(d) T h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  (a) a n d  (b) o f  t h i s  r u l e  do 
n o t  a p p l y  t o  a s t a n d i n g ,  spe c i a l ,  o r  j o i n t  c o m m i t t e e  
m e e t i n g  s c h e d u l e d  a f t e r  t h e  d a t e  a c o n f e r e n c e  c o m m i t t e e  
h a s  b e e n  c h o s e n  t o  c o n s i d e r  a m e n d m e n t s  t o  o r  d i f f e r e n c e s  
b e t w e e n  v e r s i o n s  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  act. 
H o w e v e r ,  a p e r s o n  w h o  c h a i r s  a s t a n d i n g ,  special, o r  
j o i n t  c o m m i t t e e  s h a l l  p o s t  w r i t t e n  n o t i c e  o f  t h e  time, 
p l a c e  a n d  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  o f  a m e e t i n g  at  l e a s t  24 h o u r s  
b e f o r e  t h e  m e e t i n g .

(e) T h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  (a) - (d) o f  t h i s  r u l e  do  n o t  
a p p l y  t o  m e e t i n g s  o f

(1) t h e  R u l e s  C o m m i t t e e  w h e n  it m e e t s  for t h e  
p u r p o s e  o f  p r e p a r i n g  t h e  d a i l y  c a l e n d a r ;

(2) t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  C o m m i t t e e s  r e f e r r e d  t o  in 
R u l e  1(e); or

(3) s t a n d i n g ,  sp e c i a l ,  o r  j o i n t  c o m m i t t e e s  
w h e n  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  m e e t s  d u r i n g  t h e  i n t e r i m  b e t w e e n  
s e s s i o n s .
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s h a l l

(1) r e c o r d  its m e e t i n g s  e l e c t r o n i c a l l y  a n d  
p r e p a r e  a l o g  o f  t h e  r e c o r d i n g  a d e q u a t e  to l o c a t e  

s p e c i f i c  t e s t i m o n y ;

(2) p r e p a r e  m i n u t e s  of e a c h  m e e t i n g  of  t h e  
c o m m i t t e e  o n  a s t a n d a r d  f o r m  p r e s c r i b e d  j o i n t l y  b y  t h e  
R u l e s  C o m m i t t e e s  o f  t h e  h o u s e  a n d  the senate; t h e  m i n u t e s  

s h a l l  i n c l u d e

(A) a l i s t  o f  t h e  n a m e s  o f  e a c h  m e m b e r  

p r e s e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  m e e t i n g ;

(B ) a l i s t  o f  t h e  n a m e  a n d  a f f i l i a t i o n  
o f  e a c h  w i t n e s s  t e s t i f y i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  c o m mittee;

(C) a b r i e f  s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  
t h e  w i t n e s s  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t  t e s t i f i e d  upon; a n d

(D) e a c h  a m e n d m e n t  f o r m a l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  
b y  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ,  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  m e m b e r  m o v i n g  
a d o p t i o n  o f  t h e  a m e n d m e n t ,  t h e  a c t i » t a k e n  o n  t h e  
a m e n d m e n t ,  a r d  t h e  y e a s  a n d  n a y s  i f  a c o m m i t t e e
m e m b e r  h a s  r e q u e s t e d  a r o l l  ca l l  v o t e  cn a d o p t i o n
o f  a n  a m e n d m e n t ;

(3) m a i n t a i n  a c h r o n o l o g i c a l  f i l e  o f  m inutes, 
c o p i e s  o f  w h i c h  s h a l l  b e  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  ;cn request;

(4) m a k e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  the Lo stive A f f a i r s
A g e n c y  a c o p y  o f  a l l  m i n u t e s  o f  c o m m i t t e  ^etings d u r i n g
t h e  s e s s i o n  f o r  e n t r y  o f  t h e  m i n u t e s  as a. da t a  b a s e  on
t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  c o m p u t e r  system;

(5) a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  s e s s i o n  o f  e a c h  
l e g i s l a t u r e ,  d e l i  ar to the l e g i s l a t i v e  r e f e r e n c e  l i b r a r y

(A) a b i n d e r  t h a t  c o n t a i n s  an i n d e x  a n d  
c o p i e s  o f  a l l  m i n u t e s  f i l e d  b y  date;

(B) t a p e s  o f  c o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g s  a n d  l o g s  
f o r  t h o s e  t a p e s  p r e p a r e d  u n d e r  (1) o f  t h i s  
s u b s e c t i o n ;  a n d

(C) a f i l e  for e a c h  b i l l  o r  s u b j e c t  c o n­
s i d e r e d  b y  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  t h a t  i n c l u d e s  w r i t t e n  
t e s t i m o n y  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  c o m m ittee, s t ate a g e n c y  
p o s i t i o n  p a p e r s  a n d  m e m o r a n d a ,  b i l l  d r a f t s  c o n­
s i d e r e d  b y  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ,  l e t t e r s  o f  i n t e n t  a d o p t e d  
b y  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ,  a n d  o t h e r  m a t e r i a l s  of r e s e a r c h

( f )  E a c h  s t a n d i n g ,  s p e c i a l ,  a n d  j o i n t  c o m m i t t e e
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v a l u e .

C O M M IT T E E  RKi-'ERRAL AND A C T IO N

R U L E  24. C O M M I T T E E  P E F E R R A L  A N D  A C T I O N .  (a) A  
c o m m i t t e e  a c t s  on a l l  b i l l s  r e f e r r e d  to it a n d  r e p o r t s  
i t s  a c t i o n s  a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  t o  t h e  h o u s e  as s o o n  as 
p r a c t i c a b l e .  C o m m i t t e e  r e p o r t s  m u s t  b e  in w r i t i n g  a n d  
t h e  r e p o r t  m u s t  b e  s i g n e d  b y  a m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  
t h e  c o m m i t t e e .  T h e  r e p o r t  w i l l  n o t e  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  
o f  e a c h  m e m b e r  s i g n i n g  t h e  r e p o r t .

(b) W h e n  a b i l l  is  r e p o r t e d  b a c k  b y  a c o m m i t t e e  
w i t h o u t  a t  l e a s t  o n e  " D o  Pa s s " ,  u n l e s s  the b i l l  h a s  a 
s u b s e q u e n t  r e f e r r a l  o r  r e f e r r a l s  o f  record, t h e  p r e s i d i n g  
o f f i c e r  s h a l l  p u t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  " S h a l l  t h e  b i l l  b e  
r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  R u l e s  C o m m i t t e e  f o r  p l a c e m e n t  on  t h e  
c a l e n d a r  f o r  s e c o n d  r e a d i n g  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  
t h e  c o m m i t t e e ( s ) ?" I f  t h e  b i l l  h a s  a s u b s e q u e n t  r e f e r r a l  
o r  r e f e r r a l s  o f  r e c o r d ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  s h a l l  n o t  b e  p u t  
u n t i l  t h e  l a s t  c o m m i t t e e  h a s  r e p o r t e d  a n d  u n l e s s  a l l  
r e p o r t s  a r e  w i t h o u t  a t  l e a s t  o n e  " D o  Pass". T h e  q u e s t i o n  
i s  d e b a t a b l e  a n d  i f  a m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  o f  t h e  
h o u s e  v o t e s  in t h e  n e g a t i v e ,  t h e  b i l l  is lost.

(c) If a c o m m i t t e e  h a s  m o r e  t h a n  one b i l l  o n  t h e  
s a m e  s u b j e c t  o r  i f  it  f i n d s  it n e c e s s a r y  to r e v i s e  a b i l l  
s u b s t a n t i a l l y ,  it m a y  r e p o r t  o u t  a s u b s t i t u t e  b i l l  a n a  
r e c o m m e n d  t h a t  t h e  s u b s t i t u t e  b e  a c c e p t e d  f o r  s e c o n d  
r e a d i n g  i n  t h e  p l a c e  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  bill. A  c o m m i t t e e  
o f  t h e  s e c o n d  h o u s e  m a y  n o t  r e p o r t  a c o m m i t t e e  s u b s t i t u t e  
f o r  a b i l l  o r  a n  a m e n d m e n t  t o  a b i l l  t h a t  r e q u i r e s  a 
c h a n g e  i n  t h e  t i t l e  o f  t h e  bill, o t h e r  t h a n  a c l e r i c a l  o r  
t e c h n i c a l  c h a n g e ,  a s  t h e  t i t l e  w a s  e n a c t e d  in t h e  h o u s e  
o f  o r i g i n .  S u b s t i t u t e  b i l l s  a r e  d u p l i c a t e d  a n d  
d i s t r i b u t e d  w h e n  t h e y  a r e  r e p o r t e d  o u t  b y  t h e  c o m m i t t e e .  
C o m m i t t e e  s u b s t i t u t e  b i l l s  c a r r y  a n o t a t i o n  o f  t h e  s o u r c e  
o r  s p o n s o r  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  b i l l  i n  t h e  m a n n e r  p r e s c r i b e d  
b y  t h e  d r a f t i n g  m a n u a l  u n l e s s  t h e  s p o n s o r  o b j e c t s  t o  t h e  
n a m e  s o  a p p e a r i n g .

(d) A l l  b i l l s  i n v o l v i n g  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s ,  r e v e n u e s  o r  
b o n d i n g  m u s t  b e  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  b e f o r e  
t h e y  c a n  b e  a d v a n c e d  t o  s e c o n d  r e a d i n g .

C O M M I T T E E  O F  T H E  W H O L E

R U L E  25. C O M M I T T E E  O F  T H E  W H O L E .  W h e n  t h e  h o u s e  
f o r m s  i t s e l f  i n t o  a C o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  W h o l e  t h e  p r e s i d i n g  
o f f i c e r  v a c a t e s  t h e  c h a i r  a n d  c a l l s  u p o n  a m e m b e r  t o  
p r e s i d e .  T h e  U n i f o r m  R u l e s  a r e  o b s e r v e d  in t h e  C o m m i t t e e  
o f  t h e  W h o l e  b u t  n o  m e m b e r  s h a l l  b e  r e c o g n i z e d  a s e c o n d
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C rie f f  -

fl change of plans:

Jeannette doesn't want to hear HB 11 (driuer's licenses) yet, but 
she does want to hear HCR 7 (allowing meetings during f irst  
week of session).

SO -  I 'm scheduling HCR 7 for Tuesday, February 25.

I think I haue all the back-up I need, unless you haue anything 
to add.

iiianks,

Barbara/ 
State Affairs
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F IN A N C E  S U B C O M M IT T E E S :
D E P T  O F  N A T U R A L  R E S O U R C E S  

D E P T  O F  C O M M E R C E  K E C O N O M IC  D E V E L O P M E N T  

D E P T  o r  E N V IR O N M E N T A L  C O N S E R V A T IO N

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J o e  G r e e n
D is t r ic t  iO

TO: Representative Jeanette James, Chair 

House State Affairs

FR Representative Joe G,

RE H C R  7

D A T E : January 29,1997

I w ou ld  appreciate it if  yo u  w ould schedule a hearing for H C R  7, w hich 

amends U n iform  Rule 23(a).

S im ply put, this am endm ent w ill a llow  committee chairmen to meet during 
the first week of the first legislative session w itho u t violating  the uniform  

rules.

N otw ithstanding yo u r m em o requesting a complete committee packet, I offer 

only m y sponsor statement, a zero fiscal note, and a graphic illustration. The 

proposed am endm ent is short, simple, and straightforward, and does not, in 

m y opinion, warrant a sectional analysis. There is no outside group 

supporting or opposing this legislation so there is no batch o f letters or 
POM's. I w ould expect supporting testimony to last less then five minutes.

If  you have questions please contact m y office.

Thank you for your consideration.



F I SCAL  NOTE

NO. ________
STATE OF ALASKA B ILL VERSION: HCR 7
1997 LEGISLATIVE SESSION PUBLISH DATE:

Revision Date: _________________________  Department Affected: Legislative Affairs Agency
Title: Proposing an amendment to the Uniform... B R U : ____________ All____________________
relating to notice of committee meetings held during...._____________ __________________________________
Sponsor: Representative Green__________________  Component:_________ _AII____________________
Requestor: Representative Green__________________ _____________________________________________

COMPONENT SERIAL NO: “

Expenditures/Revenues: (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 98 FY 99 FY 00 FY 01 FY 02 FY 03
PERSONAL SERVICES 0 0 0 0 0 0
TRAVEL 0 0 0 0 0 0
CONTRACTUAL 0 0 0 0 0 0
SUPPLIES 0 0 0 0 0 0
EQUIPMENT 0 0 0 0 0 0
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0 0 0 0 0 0

CAPITAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

REVENUE FUND SOURCE 0 0 0 0 0 0

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUND 0 0 0 0 0 0
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER FUND SOURCE
TOTAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

Estimate of current year impact: _____

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

Zero fiscal impact.

Prepared By: Karla Schofield, Deputy D ir e c to r '^ ' K i • - ! . ,  j  .J Phone: 465-3852
Division: Administrative Services Date: i

Approved By: Pamela A. Varni, Executive Director X & / i d l o d l ) j Q h A j A I i
Agency: Legislative Affairs Agency Date: 7

Distribution (by preparer): Leg. Finance, Legislative Sponsor, Requestor, OMB, G o v ., & Impacted Agency(ies).
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