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In terim :

REPRESENTATIVE MARK D. HODGINS 
House District 9

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T

H B  3 7 7
“An Act relating to filling a vacancy in the office of the United States Senator o r in 
an office in the state legislature.”

In the past, vacancies which occurred between normal election cycles, the political party 

representing the predecessor made “recommendations” for appointment to that seat and 

the Governor usually made the appointments from that list o f recommendations.

Recent history has shown that, at least in some states, this standard o f partisan neutrality 

is oeing ignored. A governor from Ohio even went so far as to appoint himself to the 

senate seat. Although this may fall within the boundaries o f law, clearly, it is 

inappropriate to advance your own political career by appointing yourself to higher 

office.

HB 377 states that the Governor shall make the appointment from a list o f at least three 

qualified nominees submitted by the state organization that represents the political party 

o f the predecessor.

HB 377 ensures that in the event a vacancy occurs in the United States Senate or in the 

state legislature, the citizens o f Alaska who elected the predecessor to office, will 

continue to have there political philosophy represented by someone o f their choosing.



O llk ia l business State Capito l 
Juneau, AK  99801-1182

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
H O U S E  O F  R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S

M EM ORANDUM

TO: Representative Jeannette

FR O M : Representative

RE: HB -  377 An act relating to filling a vacancy in the office o f

United States Senator or in an office in the State Legislature.

D A T E : February 6, 1998

I respectfully request thafH B  377 be scheduled for hearing by 

the House State Affairs Committee at your earliest possible 

convience.

Thank you for your consideration.



Author: Shari_Kochman@gov.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1 
Date: 2/12/98 2:24 PM
Priority: Normal
TO: Barbara Cotting at LAA_TRANS 
Subject: Re: fiscal notes

request is in

Subject: fiscal notes
Author: Barbara_Cotting@legis.state.ak.us ("Barbara Cotting") at CC2MHS1 
Date: 2/12/98 1:44 PM

I have scheduled the following b il l  for hearing in House State Affairs 
on Thursday, February 19, and need fiscal notes:

thanks

Reply Separator

HB 377, Falling Legislative Vacancies.

Thank you.
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