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HB 309
“ An Act Naming the Robert B. Atwood Building”

Sponsor Statement

HB 309 allows for the Slate’ s recently acquired Bank o f America Building in Anchorage 

to be renamed in the honor of one of Alaska's great leaders, Robert B. Atwood.

Bob Atwood lived in Alaska for over 61 years. He began his career in the newspaper 

business. Atwood spent over fifty continuous years, as publisher of The Anchorage 

T im es. His endeavors, accomplishments and influence reached all corners of Alaska. His 

priorities were not focused on himself, but on the bettering of the community and state.

Atwood was emerged in many facets of the state. He was instrumental in the battle for 

statehood. He worked hard to promote infrastructure development, not only in his 

community but the entire state. He tiredly promoted the presence of the military in 

Alaska. Atwood was an advocate for education, promoting the Journalism and Media 

Departments at Alaska Pacific University and University of Alaska. From the "Statehood 

Era" to present-day education, Atwood has left his mark and impression in the minds of 

all generations.

Som e people talk about other people. Some people talk about things. G reat people talk 

about ideas! A man full of ideas and dreams for the state he loved! Robert B. Atwood 

never stopped doing good for Alaska. His spirit remains! This Great Man, Bob Atwood, 

has earned the honor for a State building to hold his name.



From  the office o f . . .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J o h n  J .  C o w d e r y

716 West 4"' Ave., Suite 320 

u Anchorage, A K  99517

907-258-8188 phone 

907-258-8727 fax

M E M O R A N D U M
TO: Representative James

FROM: Representative Cowdery

DATE: January 13, 1998

RE: HB 309

CC:

Notes:

I w o u l d  lik e  t o  r e q u e s t  a  S t a t e  A ffa ir s  C o m m i t t e e  H e a r i n g  b e  h e l d  f o r  HB 3 0 9 , 
t i t l e d  " A n  A c t  n a m i n g  t h e  R o b e r t  B. A t w o o d  B u ild in g " .

A  h e a r i n g  d a t e  s e t  f o r  y o u r  e a r l i e s t  c o n v e n i e n c e  w o u l d  b e  a p p r e c i a t e d .



From  the office o f . . .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J o h n  J .  C o w d e r y

State Capitol Bldg., Room 416 
Juneau, A K  99801 

907-465-3879 phone

9 0 7 -4 6 5 -2 0 6 9  fax

M E M O R A N D U M
TO: Representative lames office, Barbara

FROM: Representative Cowdery ^  >

DATE: January 16, 1998

RE: HB 309

CC:

Notes:

Names of individuals testifying on behalf of HB 309, “An Act Naming the Robert B. Atwood 
Building.”

Through Anchorage 140 Teleconference:

Dr. Doug North 
Chancellor Lee Gorsuch 
Auggie Hiebert 
M r Bill Tobin 
Mrs. Gloria McCutcheon 
Mr. Ed Rasmusson 
Mr. Vic Fisher 
Fuller Cowell
Ms, Katie Hurly (telephone hook-up)

Through Ketchikan 140 Teleconference:

Mr. Lew Williams

At I learing in Juneau:

judge Tom Stewart



P ropsoed  A nem dm ent to H ouse Bi.l No 309

Section 1 is amendmended to read. Sec.35.40.110. Robert B. Atwoorl Building The stale office 
building at 550 West Seventh Avenue in Anchorage is named the Robert B.Atwood Building [.] subiect 
to the termination or expiration of existing name and signage provisions contained in the lease between 
the Bank of Amehca and the Slate of Alaska



FROM : UNIU ALASKA JPC'COMM Lfir JG
PHONE NO. : 9077864190 Jan. 14 1998 02:35PM Pi

FAREW ELL
What advice would he give young people today 

who are beginning their careers in Alaska?

Robert Atwood’s answer to the question came with 
simple words from a complex man. Do it. Have the 
courage to persist in what you believe. Overcome the 

- obstacles that rise from those who challenge change. 
Before a roomful of young journalists, Robert 

Atwood spoke the essence o f bis success. He did it.
His career in Alaska is that of legends. He built the Anchorage 

Times, making it a voice of Alaska, one unafraid of challenging presi­

dents, senators and the common man alike.
He believed Alaskans deserved the benefits of statehood and he let 

no one, absolutely no one, impede that dream. He believed a strong 

military presence was good for Anchorage and good for Alaska. He let 
no one forget.

He saw benefit in the development of Alaska’s natural resources and 
he never let that belief wither from lack of voice. He was a journalist 

who found it his duty to be that voice.
He believed in keeping that voice alive, and founded the Atwood 

Chair of Journalism at the University of Alaska Anchorage so profes-^ 
sionals can teach young minds the ways of the field.

Last September, he spoke at a luncheon meeting of the Alaska Press 

Women. His hands shaking, his gait unsteady, his viewpoint rock solid. 

The secret to his success, he said, is that he found the courage to do, to 
follow through on his beliefs of right and wrong.

Robert Atwood’s legacy is best measured by not only what he did. 
but why he dared to try, and how he persevered.

He was bom to will and determination. He lived in the hope and 
promise o f this great land. He carved his dreams in bold idea.

Doing, he knew, was the soul of thought.

Robert Atwood
March 31, 1907 

January 10, 1997

T R U E  N O R T H  / S P R IN G  97
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F i t t i n g  t r i b u t e
L a w m a k e r s  p r o p o s e  A tw o o d  b u i l d i n g

Lawmakers in both houses have proposed legislation to re­
name the Bank of America building, which the state bought last 
year, after the long-time publisher of the Anchorage Times, 
Robert Atwood. The suggestion is both timely and appropriate.

Mr. Atwood, who died last January, had a major role in 
transforming Anchorage from a dusty country town into a se­
rious city. His name is synonymous with civic service. At the 
state level, he was a leader in the fight for statehood and fig­
ured prominently in the development of Alaska’s oil industry.

Robert Atwood left his mark all over Alaska. Now the 
state buildinp will mark his achievements.



Atwood Building____________________________________________ 1/19/98 11:39 AM
STATEMENT TO THE STATE HOUSE AND SENATE STATE AFFIRS COMMMITTEES ON:
HB 309 and SB 222

An act naming the Robert B. Atwood Building.

My name is Lev/ M. Williams, Jr. I began running Alaska newspapers in Wrangell 
in 1946. I retired as publisher of the Ketchikan Daily News after owning and/or 
running newspapers in Juneau, Wrangell, Petersburg, Sitka and Ketchikan over a 
period of 44 years. I currently serve on the Board of Regents of the University of 
Alaska.

I have known Robert (Bob) Atwood since 1946. I am currently editing a history of 
Alaska newspapers authored by his late wife, Evangeline.

Bob Atwood was chairman of the Alaska Statehood Committee in the 1950s 
which successfully lobbied for the legislation that created the State of Alaska. 
For that reason alone there is justification for naming the building at 550 West 
Seventh Avenue, Anchorage, for the man. We already have named state facilities 
for the other prominent fighters for Alaska statehood such as Gruening, Bartlett, 
Egan. It’s appropriate to commemorate Atwood’s contribution.

In addition, Atwood was a major contributor to the economy and to education in 
Alaska. He editorially supported development of resources and made a school of 
journalism and communications at the University of Alaska Anchorage possible 
with annual endowments of $50,000 to $100,000 for the past 17 years.

He similarly contributed to Alaska Pacific University, was one of its founders 
and served on its board of trustees. He also supported other public and private 
organizations for the benefit of the state and community.

He was one of the founders, with this retired publisher, of the Alaska Newspaper 
Association in an effort to improve newspaper performance in Alaska. He was 
recognized nationally as a leader in the newspaper field by his service as a judge 
for Pulitzer Prizes and as an officer in various national organizations.

Although the newspapers I operated may have disagreed with Atwood and his 
Anchorage Times on Alaska issues on occasion, I always found Atwood a true 
Alaska statehood pioneer. And unlike some who made their fortune in the state 
and left, Atwood maintained his home in Alaska and continued to contribute to 
the betterment of the state after he retired from the newspaper business.

Renaming the Bank of America Building in Anchorage the Robert B. Atwood 
Building is very appropriate.
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* HONORING *

* ROBERT 3. ATWOOD *

It is all too rare in our day and age that a private citizen, by 

his own courage and instinctive readiness to act against impending 

peril, can overcome a life-threatening 

heroism without regard to his own life.

crisis and perform an act of

One of Alaska's most honored and respected leaders, Robert B.

Atwood, did precisely that in the face of an armed and deranged gunman 
who entered the offices of The Anchorage Times on the morning of 

October 21, 1985. Igniting grenades, firing an automatic weapon and

terrifying employees, the assailant turned his rifle on Elaine Atwood, 
assistant publisher of The Times, spraying her office and an adjacent 

reception area with bullets.

Mr. Atwood, without regard to personal safety, charged into the 

field of fire and wrestled the assailant into submission. In the

melee, he suffered burns on his fingers from the hot barrel of the 
automatic weapon and cuts on his fists from blows he struck while 

bringing the gunman under control.

The members of the Fifteenth Alaska State Legislature, in

recognition of this distinctive example of Alaskan courage, are pleased 

to honor Bob Atwood for the bravery he displayed and to salute him for
action that represents the finest possible example of heroes who set

aside their own well-being in order to aid others in danger.

3y his fearless response, Bob Atwood quelled a terrifying

incident that otherwise might have resulted in the tragic injury or

death of a number of his fellow workers and employees. His action
added new luster to a long and distinguished career and a lifetime of 

service to the State of Alaska.

The Legislature proudly salutes a courageous friend.

-  - *•> \ I

S P E A K E R  O F  T H E  H O U S E P R E S ID E N T  O F  T H E  S E N A T E

January 30, 1987

Rv.|ui‘W.iK- Representatives Boucher, Barnes,  C o l l i n s ,  

Donley, F u M B &  Hanley, Ma rt in ,  Menard, Pearce and Zawacki; Senators Fa i ks ,  Bennett,  Uehling.  

Halford,  J c ^ | A n ,  Rodey, Sturgulewski  and Abood

0 E J - . E k  ^ I - - '
k *
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* HONORING *

* THE ROBERT B. ATWOOD FAMILY *

The members of the S ix teenth  Alaska S ta te  L e g i s l a t u r e  honor the Robert B. Atwood f am i ly  f o r  

t h e i r  long - s t and in g  commitment to the S t a t e  o f  Alaska.

Mr. Atwood began h i s  newspaper c a r ee r  wh i l e  a s tudent  a t  Clark Univer s i t y  in Massachuset t s .  

Fo l low ing  graduat ion ,  he worked as  a repor t er  in Massachuset ts  and in Sp r i n g f i e l d ,  I l l i n o i s .

Robert Atwood married Evange l ine  Rasmuson Atwood in  1932 and moved to Alaska wi th  her in 

1934 .  The two purchased the Anchorage Times the f o l l ow in g  year .

A longt ime champion for  s ta tehood,  Mr. Atwood served as the chairman of the Alaska Statehood 

Commission from 1949 to 1959. He served as P re s id en t  o f  the Anchorage Chamber of  Commerce and 

re ce iv ed  an honorary Doctorate o f  L i t e r a t u r e  from the Alaska Methodist Univer s i ty  and a Doctorate

o f  Journa l i sm from the Un iver s i t y  o f  Alaska in  1979.  Mr. Atwood a l s o  e s t ab l i s h ed  the Atwood

Cha i r  o f  Journa l i sm a t  the Un iv e r s i ty  of Alaska Anchorage.

A daughter  of pioneer m i s s i o n a r i e s ,  Mrs. Atwood was born in  Southeast Alaska and l a t e r  moved 

to Anchorage. A recognized con t r i bu to r  to her community and a l l  of Alaska before her death in 

1987 ,  Mrs. Atwood was named H i s to r ia n  of  the Year in 1975 by the H i s to r ic a l  Society  and Alaskan 

o f  the Year in 1981. She was one of  A l a s k a ' s  bes t  known h i s t o r i a n s  and an author o f  many books 

on p o l i t i c s  and h i s t o r y .  Among some of  her out s tand ing  accomplishments, Mrs. Atwood founded the 

Alaska World A f f a i r s  Counci l ,  the f i r s t  League of  Women Voters chapter in Alaska and the Alaska

Feder at i on  o f  Women's Clubs.

The Atwoods have two daugh te r s ,  E l a i n e  and Mar i lyn.  E la i ne  has served as the A s s i s t a n t  

P u b l i s h e r  o f  the Anchorage Times and was the f i r s t  woman pres ident  of the Anchorage Chamber of  

Commerce. Mari lyn Atwood served as  the Anchoraoe Times' Washington, D.C. correspondent.

I n d i c a t i v e  of h i s  commitment to  Ala ska ,  Mr. Atwood only recen t ly  sold the Anchorage 

a f t e r  a search fo r  an Alaskan buyer who would cont inue the paper’ s pro-development focus .

Times

The members of the S ix teenth  Alaska S t a te  L e g i s l a t u r e  commend the en t i r e  Atwood f am i ly  f o r  

t h e i r  u n t i r i n g  dedica t ion to the betterment of  l i f e  in Alaska through th e i r  work a t  the Anchorage 

Times and t h e i r  out standing per sonal  con t r i bu t i on s  to the Sta te  of Alaska.



e m a v x n m

The Twentieth Alaska State Legislature pays tribute to Robert B. Atwood, a man who stood tall, not only in stature, 
but in his unsurpassed influence on the direction o f  his state and the Anchorage community. Bob Atwood looms large in 
what Alaska was, what it is and what it w ill become.

Bob Atwood lived in Alaska for more than 61 years and was a community leader whose sphere o f influence reached 
from east to west and north to south. He loved his community and state with a fervor that continued until his death. He was 
a force with which to be reckoned

Among his many endeavors, Bob w ill be remembered as the driving force in the battle for statehood. He was 
certainly the chief cheerleader and one o f  the main strategists. Bob Atwood and his beloved A nchorage Times were 
instrumental in developing much o f  our state and community infrastructure. Anchorage International Airport became a 
reality because o f  Bob and his editorial leadership. A laska's enviable relationship with the Department o f  Defense is due 
largely to Bob’s relentless crusade to get the military to commit to a large, permanent operation in our state. He convinced 
the oil industry to explore the Swans on R iv e  area and was the founding father and a major benefactor o f  Alaska Methodist 
University and its successor, Alaska Pacific University.

Atwood also expended him self greatly in promoting the Department o f Journalism & Public Cotnmunications at 
the University o f  Alaska Anchorage. He contributed his tremendous Alaskan wisdom, and gave generously to create an 
endowed chair that so appropriately bears his name. Owing largely to Atwood's efforts, the educat.onal horizon is much 
brighter fo r Alaskan scholars, particularly those who want to fo llow  Atwood's footsteps into the world o f  media.

Atwood was one o f the most ardent and vocal advocates o f  moving the state capital from Juneau. His ardent 
aspirations to relocate the seat o f  government to somewhere farther north, most likely Anchorage, won Bob Atwood 
numerous friends and enemies. As this controversial issue continues to inspire Alaskans to speak their minds, Bob's energy 
and enthusiasm are recalled in fond memory.

To those o f us who knew Bob Atwood on a personal level, we knew a man who gave his all to those things about 
which he cared deeply, who would cajole us fo r our opposition to a stand he had taken; who always had a ready handshake, 
a smile and some word o f  wisdom to offer.

The Alaska State Legislature honors the memory and accomplishments o f Robert B. Atwood and extends its most 
sincere condolences to his family and friends, especially to his daughter Elaine. Our lives are richer fo r his having been 
among us.

Cosponsor;: Sonaiors Leman. Milter, Sharp. Donley. Adams, Kelly, Taylor, Lincoln, 
Dames, Phillips, Cowdery, Bcrkowiiz.Auslcrman. Brice, Bunde, Crotl. Davies. Davis, Dyson, Elton, Foster. 

Hudson, Ivan. James, Joule. Kelly, Kemplcn. Kohring, Kookcsh. KotL Kuhina, Martin, Masck. Moses, Mulder, 
Sanders, Them'ault, Vezey, Williams

* R O B E R T  B . A T W O O D  *
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VICTOR FISCHER
PO Box 201348 

Anchorage, Alaska 99520 USA 
hom e (907) 276-7626  * w ork 786-7718  
email afvl@ uaa.ala8ka.edti * fax 786-7739

Testimony on HB 309 and SB 222. for "An Act naming the Robert B. Atwood 
Building” January 20, 1998

I am testifying on behalf of the three living Anchorage delegates to the Alaska 
Constitutional Convention, each of whom also served In the Alaska territorial 
legislature: Seaborn J. Buckalew, Jr., Steve McCutclieon, and myself, Victor 
Fischer. The three of us enthusiastically support naming the new office building 
for Bob Atwood.

As you know, the state constitution was written as part of Alaska's fight for 
statehood. And statehood was Bob Atwood's biggest cause. There was not 
one person who so fervently and outspokenly argued for statehood as Bob 
Atwood. As an Individual, as a publisher, and as Chairman of the official Alaska 
Statehood Committee, Atwood devoted endless energy to brining self- 
governar.ee to Alaska. He fully deserves to be remembered and honored for 
this tremendous contribution to Alaska.

Statehood was an overriding, non-partisan goal, and the fight was waged  
together, on a completely bl-partlsan basis. Bob Atwood, a Republican, 
worked shoulder to shoulder with Democrats Bob Bartlett, Alaska D elegate to 
Congress, and Ernest Gruenlng, our Territorial Governor, in providing the 
leadership and drive for statehood, in which each of us participated. It w as a 
long, tough battle, and it was glorious when we finally did becom e a state. And 
Bob Atwood was there all the way.

In addition to acknowledging Bob Atwood’s  contribution to statehood and ills 
total dedication to Anchorage, Steve McCutcheon, Judge Buckalew, and I also  
considered Bob a good friend. We were sad when he left us, but we will be glad 
to s e e  his name emblazoned on Anchorage’s  state office building.

Thank you.
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