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Fairbanks, Alaska 99701-2879 
907456-5081 
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R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  A 1  V e z e y

SPONSOR STATEMENT 

HB 143
“A n a c t  re la tin g  to  th e  a r t  in p u b lic  p la c e s  re q u ire m e n ts  fo r  s ta te -o w n e d  
a n d  s ta te - le a s e d  b u ild in g  a n d  fa c ilit ie s ”.

T h i s  i s a  v e r y  s i m p l e  b i l l .  It m e r e l y  r e m o v e s  t h e  e x i s t i n g  m a n d a t e  t h a t  o n e  

p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  f o r  s t a t e  b u i l d i n g s  a n d  f a c i l i t i e s  g o  t o  t h e  A r t s  

C o u n c i l  f o r  t h e  p r o c u r e m e n t  o f  ar t .  T h i s  b i l l  d o e s  n o t  p r o h i b i t  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  

a n d / o r  o t h e r  a p p r o p r i a t i n g  b o d i e s  f r o m  a p p r o p r i a t i n g  a n y  f u n d s  it d e e m s  s u i t a b l e  

f o r  t h e  p r o c u r e m e n t  o f  ar t .  N o r  d o e s  it p r o h i b i t  p u b l i c  a g e n c i e s  o r  p o l i t i c a l  

s u b d i v i s i o n s  f r o m  a l l o c a t i n g  a n y  a m o u n t  t h e y  d e e m  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  a n y  p u b l i c  

f a c i l i t y .

It i s  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  d e c i s i o n  o f  h o w  m u c h  m o n e y  is  s p e n t  o n  

ar t  b e  a  d e l i b e r a t e  a c t  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  m a k i n g  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  or ,  

a  d e l i b e r a t e  d e c i s i o n  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  u s e r s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  w i s e  u s e  of  

p u b l i c  f u n d s .

March 5, 11197
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M E M O R A N D U M March 19, 1997

SU BJECT:

TO :

FROM :

Sectional Summary o f HB 143 (Work Order 0-LS0558YA)

Representative A1 Vezey 
Attn: Rynnieva Moss

leresa Bannister 
Legislative Counsel

You have requested a sectional summary o f the above-described bill.

As a preliminary matter, note that a sectional summary of a bill should not be considered an 
authoritative interpretation o f the bill and the bill itself is the best statement o f its contents.

Section 1. Amends the section on the powers o f the Alaska State Council on the Arts. 
Conforms the subsection to the repeal o f  AS 44.27.060 in sec. 3 o f  the bill by removing the 
reference to AS 44.27.060 (the art in public places fund).

Section 2. Amends the section on Alaska veteran memorials to conform the section to the 
repeal o f AS 35.27 in sec. 3 o f the bill. Removes the reference to AS 35.27 (Art Works in 
Public Buildings and Facilities).

Section 3. Repeals AS 35.27 (Art Works in Public Buildings and Facilities), 
AS 44.27.050(6) (management o f  the art in public places fund), and AS 44.27.060 (the art 
in public places fund).

Section 4. Subsection (a) states that repealed chapter AS 35.27 continues to operate for the 
design, construction, mounting, and administration o f a work o f art if  a contract for the 
purpose has been entered into under AS 35.27 before this Act takes effect.

Subsection (b) states that certain statutes changed in this Act remain effective as they were 
before this Act, for the design, construction, mounting, administration, commission, or loan 
of an art work if a contract for the purpose has been entered into before this Act takes effect, 
and the contract was funded under AS 44.27.060.



i -
Section 5. Transfers to the general fund those assets o f  the art in public places fund that are 
not needed to pay for art works funded under AS 35.27 or AS 44.27.060.

If I may be o f further assistance, please advise.

Representative A1 Vezey
March 19, 1997
Page 2

TLB:jdr
97-197.jdr
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department m a y  transfer land considered no longer necessary for public works purposefl 
to the Department of Natural Resources for disposal. The proceeds of disposal by tho 

Department of Natural Resources shall be credited to the funds from which the purchase 

was originally made. (§ 4 art IV title IV ch 152 S L A  1957)

R c v is o r ’s  n o t e s .  —  M inor w ord changes re la te d  to  in  1988 because of th e  e n ac tm e n t o f ch. 161, SLA 
th e  reco rd ing  o f d o cu m en ts  w ere m ad e  in  th is  section  1988.

Chapter 2 5 . General Provisions.
IRenumbered as A S  35.95.]

Chapter 2 7 . A rt Works in Public Buildings and 
Facilities.

S e c tio n  S e c tio n
10. P u rp o se  30. D efin itions
20. A r t re q u ire m e n ts  for public  bu ild in g s nnd  facil­

itie s

C ro s s  r e f e r e n c e s .  —  F o r nonnpplicnb ility  o f th is  
c h ap te r  to m em o ria ls  to  A lnsku v e te ran s , ace AS 
44.35.030.

Sec. 35.27.010. Purpose. The state recognizes its responsibility to foster culture and 

the arts and the necessity for the viable development of its artists and craftsmen. The 

legislature declares it to be a state policy that a portion of appropriations for capital 
expenditures be set aside for the acquisition of v/orks of art to be used for state buildings 

and other public facilities. (§ 1 ch 54 S L A  1975)

L e g is la t iv e  h i s t o r y  r e p o r t s .  — For H ouse S ta te  H ouse Jo u rn a l,  pp. 713-714; for S en a te  F in an ce  Com- 
AfTairB C o m m ittee  re p o rt on ch. 54, SLA 1975 (CSH B m ittcc  le tte r  o f in te n t  on th a t  bill, sec  1975 Senate 
133(Fin)), ace 1975 H ouse Jo u rn a l, p. 567; fo*- H ouse Jo u rn a l,  p. 939.
F in an ce  C om m ittee  re p o rt  on th n t  bill, see  1975

See. 35.27.020. Art requirements for public buildings n n d  facilities, (a) A  
building or facility constructed after June 30,1975, or remodeled or renovated after June 

30, 1975, shall include works of art, including but not limited to sculptures, paintings, 

murals or objects relating to Native art.
(b) The department, before preparing plans and specifications for buildings and 

facilities, shall consult with the Alaska State Council on the Arts regarding the 

desirability of inclusion of works of art.
(c) At least one percent or, in the case of a rural school facility, at least one-half of one 

percent of the construction cost of a building or facility approved for construction by the 
legislature after September 1, 1977, will be reserved for the following purposes: the 
design, construction, mounting and administration of works of art in a school, office 
building, court building, vessel of the marine highway system, or other building or faci: 

which is subject to substantial public use.
(d) A  building or facility with an estimated construction cost of less than $250,000 is 

exempt from the requirements of this chapter unless inclusion of works of art in the 
design and construction of the building or facility is specifically authorized by the 

department.

301 Consistency w ith L o c a l G overnm ent P la n s  and O rd inances § 35.30.010

(e) T h e  artist w h o  executes these works of art shall be selected by the architect for the 

department with the approval of the department, after consultation with the Alaska 

State Council on the Arts and the principal user of the public buildings or facilities.

(f) T h e  artist w h o  executes these works of art in the public schools shall be selected by 

tho superintendent of a school district in which a public school is to be built with the 

approval of the school board. Should the department find in the best interest of the state 

that the selection of the artist w h o  executes these works of art by the superintendent m a y  

result in a cost overrun to the state or delay of construction, the department shall m a k e  

the selection of the artist in consultation with the superintendent.

(g) T h e  architect, superintendent, department, and the Alaska State Council on the 

Arts shall encourage the use of state cultural resources in these art works and the 

selection of Alaska resident artists for the commission of these art works. (§ 1 ch 54 S L A  

1975; a m  §§ 1, 2 ch 96 S L A  1977; a m  §§ 1 —  4 ch 176 S L A  1980)

C ro ss  r e f e r e n c e s .  — F o r th e  resp o n sib ilitie s  o f the  
A laska S ta te  C ouncil on th e  A rts in  th e  m an ag em en t 
of th e  A rt in  Public  P laces F u n d , sec  AS 44.27.060.

Sec. 35 .2 7 .0 30 .  Definitions. In this chapter
(1) “building” or "facility” m e a n s  a permanent improvement constructed by the 

department; the term

(A) includes, but is not limited to,

(1) schools, office buildings, and court buildings;

(ii) other buildings which the commissioner determines are designed for substantial 

public use;

(iii) boats a n d  vessels of the marine highway system;

(iv) transportation facilities which accommodate traveling passengers;

(B) excludes other transportation facilities;

(2) “commissioner” m e a n s  the commissioner of transportation and public facilities;

(3) “construction cost” is that cost expended for the actual construction of the facility, 

exclusive of the costs of land acquisition, site investigation, design services, administra­

tive costs, equipment purchases and any other costs not specifically incurred within the 

construction contract or contracts awarded for the construction of the facility. (§ 1 ch 54 

S L A  1975; a m  §§ 3 , 4 c h 9 6 S L A 1 9 7 7 ; a m E . O .  No. 39, § 11 (1977); a m  §§ 5,6 ch 176 S L A  

1980; a m  § 57 ch 14 S L A  1987)

R c v is o r 's  n o te s .  —  R eorganized in  1987 to  a lpha- rep ea led  form er p a ra g ra p h  (1), w hich defined “d epart- 
betizc tho  defined term s. m cnt."

E ffe c t  o f  a m e n d m e n ts .  — T he 1987 am en d m en t

Chapter 3 0 . Consistency w ith Local Government Plans 
and Ordinances.

S e c tio n  S e c tio n
10. Review  nnd approval by local p lan n in g  au th o ri- 30. W aiver 

tic s  40. D efinitions
20. C om pliance w ith  m unicipal o rd inances

Sec. 35 .30 . 010 .  R e v i e w  u n d  approval b y  local plan n i n g  authorities, (a) Except 
as provided in (b) of this section, before commencing construction of a public project,

(1) if the project iB located in a municipality, the department shall submit the plans for 

the project to the planning commission of tho municipality for review and approval;

(2) if the project is located within two miles of a village, the department shall submit 

the plans to the village council for review and comment;
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(6) “primary fish buyer” means a person, other than a cooperative corporation 

organized under A S  10.15, engaging or attempting to engage in the business of originally 
purchasing or buying any fishery resource in intrustate, interstate, or foreign commerce;
(7) “restaurant” includes a place maintained for the sale and on-prcmise consumption 

of food, and a street vendor who sells food prepared for immediate consumption. (E.O. No. 

85 § 3 (1993))

Chapter 2 7 . D epartm ent of Education.
Artic le

1. B oard  n n d  D e p a rtm en t o f  E d u ca tio n  (§§ 44.27.010, 44.27.020)
2. A laska  S ta te  Council on th o  A rts (§§ 44.27.040 — 44.27.060)

A r t ic l e  1. B o a r d  a n d  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t io n .

Section
10. Bonrd nnd  com m issioner o f  education  
20. D u ties o f  D e p a rtm en t

Sec. 44.27.010. Board and commissioner of education. There is at the head of the 
Department of Education a Board of Education. The commissioner of education is the 

principal executive officer of the department. (§ 11 ch 64 S L A  1959; a m  § 12 ch 96 SLA 

1967)

C o l la te r a l  r e f e r e n c e s .  — 63A Am. J u r .  2d, Pub lic  
Officers nnd  E m ployees, § 445; 68 Am . J u r . 2d, 
Schools, §§ 37  to 55; 72  Am. J u r .  2d, S ta te s , T e rrito ­

r ie s  nnd D ependencies, § 62.
78 C .J.S . Schools an d  School D istric ts, §§ 83 to 91.

Sec. 44.27.020. Duties of Department. The Department of Education shall

(1) administer the state’s program of education at the elementary, secondary, and adult 
levels, including, but not limited to, programs of vocational education and training, 

vocational rehabilitation, library services, correspondence courses, and adult basic 

education, but not including degree programs of postsecondary education;

(2) administer the historical library; i
(3) plan, finance, and operate related school and educational activities and facilities, f 

(§ 11 ch 64 S L A  1959; a m  § 77 ch 69 S L A  1970; a m  § 5 ch 86 S L A  1979; a m  E.O. No. 62,

§ 3 (1986))

A r t ic le  2 . A la s k a  S t a t e  C o u n c i l  o n  t h e  A r ts .

H f

S e c tio n
40. C reation
41. C om position
42. A p p o in tm en t
43. ’Ib n n s  o f office
44. C om pensation
45. C h a irm a n  and  v ice-chairm an

S e c t io n  
50. D u ties  of council 
52. P ow ers o f council 
54. Pow ers of ch a irm an  
5G. R eports
58. N a tio n a l ondow m cnt funds 
60. A rt in  public places fund

Sec. 44.27.040. Creation. There is created in the Department of Education 

Alaska State Council on the Arts. (E.O. No. 44, § 4 (1980))

BO

Sec. 44.27.041. Composition. The Alaska State Council on the Arts consists of 11 

members, broadly representative of all fields of the performing, visual, and fine arts, who 
are widely known for their competence and experience or interest in connection with the;'

performing, visual, and fine arts. (E.O. No. 44, § 4 (1980)) *’
1 (J>

533 D epartment of E ducation § 44.27.050

} R cv iso r 's  n o te s .  —  E n ac ted  as AS 44.27.050. Re- 
• ,  numbered in  1980.

Ii
’ Sec. 44.27.042. Appointment. The members are to be appointed by the governor 
from among citizens of the state. In malting the appointments, consideration must be 
given to the recommendations made by representative civic, educational, and profcs- 
; Bional associations and groups concerned with or engaged in the production or presen­
tation of the performing, visual, and fine arts generally. In making the appointments 
consideration must also be given to having statewide geographical representation on the 

. council. The members of the council serve at the pleasure of the governor and their 
appointments are not subject to legislative confirmation. (E.O. No. 44, § 4 (1980))
U

j - R ev iso r’s  n o te s .  —  E n ac ted  a s  AS 44.27.060. R e­
numbered in 1980.

I rin i
Sec. 44.27.043. Terms of office. The term of office of each member is three years. All 

vacancies are to be filled for the balance of the unexpired term in the same manner as 
; i original appointments. (E.O. No. 44, § 4 (1980); a m  § 32 ch 168 S I A  1990)a

R ev iso r 's  n o te s .  —  E n ac ted  ns AS 44.27.070. Re- effective J u n o  22, 1990, d e le ted  a provision n t th e  end
numbered in 1980. o f  th e  firs t sen tence  p e rta in in g  to te rm s  of m em bers

. E ffect o f  n m c n d m c n tn .  — T h e  1990 am en d m en t, f irs t  appointed .

\  1
Sec. 44.27.044. Compensation. The members of the council are not entitled to 

receive compensation for their services, but they are entitled to receive the same travel
pay and per diem as provided by law for board members. (E.O. No. 44, § 4 (1980))>f 1

R eviso r’s  n o te s .  —  E n ac ted  ns AS 44.27.080. Re- C ro s s  r e f e r e n c e s .  — F or per d iem  and  travel
. numbered in 1980. expenses, see  AS 39,20.180,
trf

ft Sec. 44.27.045. Cha i r m a n  a n d  vice-chairman. The governor shall designate a 
. chairman and a vice-chairman from the members of the council to serve as such at the 
' pleasure of the governor. The chairman shall be the chief executive officer of the council. 
(E.O.No. 44, § 4(1980))

R cv iso r’s n o te s .  —  E n ac ted  ns AS 44.27.090. Re­
numbered in 1980.

( '
Sec. 44.27.050. Duties of council. The duties of the council are
(1) to stimulate and encourage throughout the state the study and presentation of the 

performing, visual, and fine arts and public interest and participation;
(2) to make surveys, which are considered advisable, of public and private institutions 

engaged in the state in artistic and cultural activities, including but not limited to music, 
theatre, dance, painting, sculpture, architecture, and allied arts and crafts, and to make

! recommendations concerning appropriate methods to encourage participation in and 

| appreciation of the arts to meet the legitimate needs and aspirations of persons in all 

■' parts of the state;
f ((3) to take steps necessary' and appropriate to encourage public interest in the cultural 
heritage of the state and to expand the state’s cultural resources;

(4) to encourage and assist freedom of artistic expression essential for the well being 

_ of the arts;
* (5) [R epea led , §  2  ch  9 7  S L A  19 8 6 .]

• (6) to manage the art in public places fund. (E.O. No. 44, § 4 (1980); a m  § 7 ch 176 

I SLA 1980; a m  § 2 ch 97 S L A  1986)
1 "

R cviso r's  n o te s .  — E n ac ted  ns AS 44.27.100. R e­
numbered in 1980,
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nrJ*l«

Sec. 44.27.052. Powers of council, (a) The council may
(1) hold public and private hearings;
(2) enter into contracts, within the limit of funds available, with individuals, organi­

zations, and institutions foi services furthering the educational objectives of the council’s 
programs;

(3) enter into contracts, within the limit of funds available, with local and regional 
associations for cooperative endeavors furthering the educational objectives of the 
council’s programs;

(4) accept gifts, contributions, and bequests of unrestricted funds from individuals, 
foundations, corporations, and other organizations or institutions for the purpose of 
furthering the educational objectives of the council’s programs; and

(5) moke and sign agreements and to do and perform any acts necessary to carry out 
the purposes of AS 44.27.040 — 44.27.060.

(b) The council may request and is entitled to receive from any department, division, ' 
board, bureau, commission, or agency of the state the assistance and data that will enable 
it properly to carry out its powers and duties. The council is authorized to receive state 
funds made available for its purposes. (E.O. No. 44, § 4 (1980); am § 39 ch 85 SLA 1988)

R u v ia o r ’s  n o t e s .  — E n ac ted  ns AS 44.27.110. R e­
nu m b ered  in 1980. D ivided in to  su bsec tions (a) nnd 
(b) in  1989.

• c- 
i-n 
»If

■h V
Sec. 44.27.054. Powers of chairman. Subject to available appropriations the chair­

man may, with the concurrence of a majority of the council, employ necessary personnel 
and may contract for the services of experts and other persons who may be needed. (E.O.' 
No. 44, § 4 (1980))

R e v is o r 's  n o te s .  — E n ac ted  a s  A S 44.27.120. R e­
nu m b ered  in  1980.

■ii J

%Sec. 44.27.056. Reports. The council shall report to the governor not later than 
November 1, 1966, and from time to time thereafter. The council shall notify the 
legislature when its reports are available. (E.O. No. 44, § 4 (1980); am § 91 ch 21 SLA 
1995)

R c v is o r 's  n o te s .  — E n ac ted  a s  A S 44.27.130. Re­
nu m b ered  in  1980.

E ffe c t  o f  a m e n d m e n ts .  —  T he 1995 am en d m en t,

effective A u g u st 8 ,1 9 9 5 , de le ted  "and  th e  legislature* 
following “governor" in th e  f irs t sen tence  and added 
th e  In st sen tence.

Sec. 44.27.058. National endowment funds. The council is the ofliciul agency of 
this state to receive and disburse funds made available by the National Endowment for 
the Arts. (E.O. No. 44, § 4 (1980))

ir
R c v is o r 's  n o te s .  —  E n ac ted  ns A S 44.27.140. Re­

n u m b ered  in  1980.
• « 4
KiUw

Sec. 44.27.060. A rt in public places fund, (a) The art in public places fund ia<$ 
established. The council shall manage the fund.

(b) The commissioner of a department responsible for the design and construction of a $  
building or facility shjgUdegogi^.into the art in public places fund one percent of the 
construction cost of a bwlaing or facility if the building or facility is exempt from the 
requirements of AS 35.27 and the exemption is because '

(1) the estimated construction cost of the building or facility is less than $250,000; or
(2) the building or facility is not designed for substantial public use.
(c) The council may use the money in the art in public places fund

535 Department of H ealth and Social Services § 44.28.030

■ •, (1) to commission or purchase a work of art that is to be made a permanent part of, or 
. placed on loan in, a building or facility owned or leased by the state that has substantial 
. public use; and
\  '■ (2) to meet expenses for a commissioned work of art for a building or facility that has 
” *ubstantial public use if the cost of the work of art exceeds the amount reserved under AS 
.v 35.27.020(c).

1 (d) In (c) of this section, “building” or “facility” means 
£ : (1) a building or facility of the state, as defined by AS 35.27.030(2), that is designed for 

na<l that is subject to substantial public use; and
A (2) a building or facility that is leased by the state and subject to substantial public 

- use. (§ 8 ch 176 SLA 1980; am § 97 ch 59 SLA 1982)

R cviso r's  n o te s .  —  E n ac ted  os AS 44.19,942. Re- 
. numbered in 1980.
MJl'-
£''Secs. 44 .27.06 1 — 44.27.076. A la s k a  H is t o r i c a l  C om m is s io n . [R epea le d , E .O . N o . 63,

$ 3 (198 7). F o r  c u r r e n t  la w , see A S  4 1.3 5 .300  —  4 1.3 5 .380 .]

Chapter 2 8 . D epartm ent of Corrections.
Section
,10. C om m issioner o f corrections 
20. Duties of d e p a r tm e n t 
30. Regulations

jjB
Sec. 44.28.010. Commissioner of corrections. The principal executive officer of the 

Department of Corrections is the commissioner of corrections. (E.O. No. 55, § 38 (1984))

W Sec. 44.28.020. Duties of departm ent, (a) The Department of Corrections shall 
administer the state programs of corrections, including 

(1) state adult penal institutions;
& (2) probation and parole supervision; and 

^r(3) extraditions and detainers.
: (b) The department shall, with the approval of the Council on Domestic Violence and 
Sexual Assault, adopt standards, by regulation, for rehabilitation programs for perpe- 

,'frators of domestic violence as defined in AS 18.66.990. For purposes of AS 12.55.101, AS 
’18.66.100(c), and /VS 33.16.150(f), the department shall determine whether a program 
meets the standards. (E.O. No. 55, § 38 (1984); am § 65 ch 64 SLA 1996)

"Effect o f  a m e n d m e n ts .  — T he 1996 am en d m en t, 
effective Ju ly  1, 1996, added  subsec tion  (b).

Sec. 44.28.030. Regulations. The commissioner may adopt regulations to carry out 
or assist in carrying out the powers and duties of the department. (E.O. No. 55, § 38 
(1984))

Chapter 2 9 . D epartm ent of Health and Social Services.
Article
4 . Organization (§§ 44 .29.010 — 4*.29.024)
:2. Advisory Bonrd on A lcoholism  nnd D rug  A buse (§§ 44.29.100 — 44.29.200)
■3. Alcoholism a n d  D rug  A buse R evolving L oan F und  (§§ 44.29.210 — 44.29.230)



P E R C E N T  F O R  A R T

S A M P L E S  O F  P E R C E N T  F O R  A R T  P R O J E C T S  

F R O M  A C R O S S  T H E  S T A T E

Prepared by the Alaska State Council on the Arts



The Tradition. Innovation and Continuity collection is a permanent installation at the Anchorage 
International Airport. Traditional and contemporary Native Alaskan Artwork was collected over 
several years, and the linal display eases were completed in k'Y()7.

l ocated in the Domestic terminal o f the airport, this display provides immediate information on 
some of the cultural resources so vital to our state. Some ol the v isitors at the airport have 
commented that "the artwork was breathtaking and shows the best that Alaska has tu oiler. I his 
first view can inspire \ isi tors to purchase other locally era I ted items for their own collections.



I his ease d i sp lays  
masks and drums,  
as we l l  as mode l s  
o f  pe r f o rme rs  f r om 
the cu l tures th roughout the 
State. The d i sp lay is 
intr iguing to those 
who view it.

A wonderful collection of dolls at Anchorage 
International Airport.

Some o f the artists represented here are 
Dolly Spencer, recipient o f a 
National Heritage Award. Also included 
are Floyd and Amelia Kingeckuk. 
and Theresa Smart.

— Ml



The  I v o r y  Co l le c t ion .  I he wo rk  o f  Joe Fr iday 
f r om  Chev ak ;  K ev in  Johnson.  D i l l i ngham ;  and 
the B lanke t l oss Scene bv L inco ln  M i l l i e roe k .  Nome.

I his is a sma l l  po r t i on  o f  the total co l lect ion .



Ru ra l  S c h o o l s  pM i c i p a l e  in Ihe 1/2"., l o r  Ihe ni ls program. I his examp le  is I r om Chc lo rnr ik  I l igh 
S choo l .  SI - .AI . I l l  IN I l-.US . In J imm ie  I roehl ich.  sh ow  lire el'feel on huiklini*

Deta i l  o l ' " S K A I .  I IU N T I iR S * '



■ , i n -  - S N O  ( K ) S  A N I H i l 1 Y S “  at I tel l ic l  Reg iona l  High Schoo l .  T h i s  is a go od  
i : i : ^ c T ; “ , ^ t  iheme i  tha, can he piescnted throogh the progran, .  T he  loca l  — m y

membe rs  selected this theme fo r  thei r schoo l .

Samira Sm i le ,  an artist 
l iv ing in Seward ea rved 
this panel  " N IU 1 .O N " ,  
representing 
subsistence l i sh ing 
l o r  the Ko tzebue  
( 'otirthouse.



DANC  INC i I ( ) ( il* 11 I h R  ON  11 I I ’. W IN D S  O l ’ C l  I A N G 1 : ' A stained glass c omm is s ioned  l o r  
Ihe W illo w  aw  Pl emcntary Schoo l  in Aneho rge  by Chug iak artist V iv ienne M cC onn e l l .  Ms.  
MeC onnc l l  was very exeitei l  about the process used by the schoo ls .  Photos o l the students were 
taken, and students participated in the drawings.



Carla Moss. Bronze Bugles 
installed at GrueningJr. High

C o rd o v a  Artist Susan Og le  
des igned and painted these 
large Robe rt  Se rv ice 
( 'a ll o f  the  Yukon 
paintings fo r  Se rv ice 
I l igh Schoo l  in Anchorage.



Mike Sirl designed and lubricated this Mother 
and Baby moose sculpture in Homer 
from C’ortcn steel lor Kasuun Elementary 
School in Anchorage.

Everyone loves these MOOSE.



Tom Stewart, an Anchorage painter stands under his forty loot mural depicting the "Birelnvood 
Calendar" at Birelnvood elementary School ir. Ragle River. The scene below is from the spring 
section o f the mural.



Stained glass panels by artist Miclial Kennedy brighten the hallway of the Anchorage Pioneer 

I Ionic.



Ketchikan Pioneer Home
-St >i1 ri i i :a s  i i :r n  r a i n f o r f s t

hy Ken DeRoux

Homer artist, (iail Parsons: "WII DFI.OWFRS". 
originally commissioned In the 
.Anchorage Pioneer I lome.
Because of remodeling, the series has been
moved to the Anchorage Courts Administration oflices.



" I » n :» l  I I N l.l R S ..N  mi-VA1.DI-:/. TRAIL" hj Kiirluinks ;irlisl Liz Hicsioi. insljillul at the ll. ( irecl\ School.



S ta t e  P e rc e n t  fo r  A r t  P r o g r a m  A c t iv i ty ,  FY 97

Agency B u ild in g Loca tion Budget P ro je c t  D e ta il S ta tu s
A laska Gateway Schoo l D istrict Tok Schoo l T ok $ 6 1 ,6 1 0 8 contracts fo r  15+ art w orks Contracts signed, 8 0 %  w o rk installed
C ity &  Borough  o f  Juneau R ive r Bend Schoo l Juneau $ 8 4 ,0 0 0 N/A Selection Process pending, RFP 's out M ay 15
C ity  &  Borough  o f  Juneau Capita l Schoo l Park Juneau $ 1 8 ,0 0 0 Restoration /Insta lla tion  o f  Totem Com plete
D O T /P F M /V  Kcnnicott n/a $ 1 0 2 ,0 0 0 pending In progress, R F P  out
Fairbanks N .S .B . Schoo l D ist. /»rctic L igh t E lem en ta l? Fairbanks $ 8 9 ,0 0 0 3 m a jo r insta llations &  various 'm a ile r w o rk Com plete
Fairbanks N .S .B . Schoo l Dist. Anne W ien E lem entary Fairbanks $ 9 0 ,0 0 0 4  m a jo r installations Contracts signed, insta llations due F a ll 97
Fairbanks N .S .B . Schoo l D ist. C raw ford  E lcnu  >lary E ie lson  A FB $ 9 7 ,8 7 8 Pending Pro jec t R F P  out, selection due June 97
Ketch ikan Gateway B o rough  SD Ketch ikan H igh Schoo l Ketchikan $ 7 0 ,0 0 0 3 insta llations Contracts signed, insta llation due Oct. 97
Un iversity o f  A laska  Anchorage Business Education U A A  Campus $ 1 6 0 ,0 0 0 4 m a jo r insta llations &  various sm a lle r w ork In Progress, R F P  out M arch 97
University o f  A laska  Anchorage Aviation  Tech. Center M errill F ie ld $ 2 0 ,0 0 0 One m a jo r insta llation ??? In Progress
Un iversity  o f  A laska  Anchorage M achclanz Bu ild ing M at-Su Campus $ 2 5 ,2 5 5 11 N early  complete
Un iversity  o f  A laska Fairbanks Natu ra l Sciences Fairbanks $ 2 3 0 ,3 7 3 4 m a jo r installations Contracts signed, insta llations nc..rly complete
Un iversity o f  A laska  Southeast Student Housing Auke Lake Campus $ 2 4 ,0 0 0 9  insta llations R F P  out, selection due June 97

F Y 9 7  T o ta l $ 1 ,0 7 2 ,1 1 6

F Y 9 8  A ctiv ity
University o f  A laska Fairbanks B u lro v ich  B idg . Fairbanks $ 1 8 3 ,1 9 9  N /A Selection Process begins Oct. 97
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M a r c h  20 ,  1997
H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  H e a r i n g  o n  H B  143
T e s t i m o n y  o f  S h a n n o n  P l a n c h o n ,  A S C A  G r a n t s  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  ( P e r c e n t  f o r  A r t  
C o o r d i n a t o r )
A l a s k a  S t a t e  C o u n c i l  o n  t h e  A r t s

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J a m e s  a n d  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e :

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t e s t i f y .  F o r  y o u r  c o n v e n i e n c e  a n d  t h e  r e c o r d ,  I 
h a v e  p r o v i d e d  a  c o p y  o f  m y  re i  n a r k s  t o  t h e  s t a f f .  I h a v e  t w o  h a n d o u t s ,  a t w o - p a g e  
p r o g r a m  b r i e f ,  a n d  a  s u m m a r y  o f  p e r c e n t  f o r  a r t  p r o j e c t s  t o  w h i c h  t h e  C o u n c i l  
p r o v i d e d  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  f i s c a l  y e a r .

I a m  h e r e  t o  t e s t i f y  a g a i n s t  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  H B  143 .  I' l l o p e n  w i t h  a  f e w  g e n e r a l  
c o m m e n t s  o n  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  p u b l i c  a r t ,  a n d  t h e n  m o v e  o n  t o  s p e c i f i c  c o m m e n t s  
o n  t h e  P e r c e n t  f o r  A r t  p r o g r a m .

P u b l i c  a r t  h a s  b e e n  c o m m i s s i o n e d  s i n c e  t h e  a n t i q u i t i e s .  I t i s  o n e  o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  
w a y s  i n  w h i c h  w e  c a n  c o m e  t o  k n o w  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  T r y  t o  p i c t u r e  
R o m e ,  L o n d o n ,  o r  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D C  w i t h o u t  p u b l i c  a r t .  P u b l i c  a r t  i s  a  l e g a c y  t o  t h e  
l e a d e r s ' a n d  c u l t u r e s  t h a t  p r o d u c e d  i t .

T o d a y ,  t h e r e  a r e  o v e r  a h u n d r e d  p u b l i c  p e r c e n t  f o r  a r t  p r o g r a m s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s .  T h e  F e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  t w e n t y - n i n e  s t a t e s ,  a n d  s c o r e s  o f  c i t i e s  o p e r a t e  
p e r c e n t  f o r  a r t  p r o g r a m s .  A n c h o r a g e  i s  t h e  o n l y  c i t y  i n  A l a s k a  t o  o p e r a t e  a 
m u n i c i p a l  p r o g r a m ,  a n d  i t  i s  m a n a g e d  b y  a f u l l - t im e  p o s i t i o n  a t  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  
M u s e u m  o f  H i s t o r y  a n d  A r t .

A t  t h e  S t a t e  l e v e l ,  t h e  P e r c e n t  f o r  A r t  p r o g r a m  o p e r a t e s  w i t h o u t  a  d i r e c t  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  e x p e n s e .  E v e r y  d o l l a r  s p e n t  i n  t h e  P e r c e n t  f o r  A r t  p r o g r a m  g o e s  
d i r .  +l y  t o  t h e  a r t  p r o j e c t .  T h e  p r o g r a m  h a s  n o  s t a f f .  R e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  c o m p l i a n c e  
is  t h a t  o f  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  c o n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o r  f a c i l i t y .  D e p a r t m e n t s  a r e  
r e q u i r e d  t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  A S C A  (3 5 .2 7 .0 2 0  [b] a n d  f e ] ) . U n t i l  1986  t h e  C o u n c i l ' s  
V i s u a l  A r t s  C o o r d i n a t o r  p r o v i d e d  P e r c e n t  f o r  A r t  p r o g r a m s e r v i c e s ,  b u t  d u e  t o  
b u d g e t  c u t s  t h e  p o s i t i o n  w a s  e l i m i n a t e d  i n  1986 .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  C o u n c i l  h a s  a  s t r o n g  
i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  p r o p e r  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m ,  w e  d o  n o t  h a v e  m a n a g e m e n t  
a u t h o r i t y  o r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o v e r  p r o j e c t s .  E v e r y  d e p a r t m e n t ,  a g e n c y ,  o r  s c h o o l  
d i s t r i c t  m a i n t a i n s  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  d e v e l o p  p u b l i c  a r t  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  t h e i r  b u i l d i n g  o r  
f a c i l i t y .  T h i s  i s  im p o r t a n t- -  e v e r y  a r t  s e l e c t i o n  c o m m i t t e e  i s  l o c a l l y  b a s e d .

T h e  C o u n c i l  c o n s i d e r s  P e r c e n t  f o r  A r t  a n  i d e a l  p r o g r a m ,  a n d  a  f i s c a l l y  c o n s e r v a t i v e  
p r o g r a m .  W h e n  t h e  S t a t e ' s  b u d g e t  i s  r o b u s t ,  a v e r y  s m a l l  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  a c a p i t a l  
p r o j e c t  i s  r e s e r v e d  f o r  p u b l i c  a r t .  W h e n  t i m e s  a r e  t o u g h  (as  t h e y  a r e  n o w ) ,  p r o j e c t s  
a r e  c u t  b a c k .  R e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  a m o u n t  P e r c e n t  f o r  A r t  a c t i v i t y  i s  h e l d  b y  t h e  
L e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  i t s  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  c a p i t a l  b u d g e t .



A r t  c o m m i s s i o n e d  a n d  i n s t a l l e d  u n d e r  A S  3 5 .2 7  b e c o m e s  a  p e r m a n e n t  p a r t  o f  t h e  
b u i l d i n g  o r  f a c i l i t y .  A m o r t i z e d  o v e r  t h e  l i f e  o f  a b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  c o s t  o f  p u b l i c  a r t  i s  a 
m o d e s t  i n v e s t m e n t  i n  t h e  e n h a n c e m e n t  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  
l i f e  i n  A l a s k a .

N o w ,  a b o u t  t h e  A r t  i n  P u b l i c  P l a c e s  F u n d .  T h i s  F u n d  h a s  a b a l a n c e  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
$ 3 4 ,0 4 4 .  A s  y o u  k n o w ,  u n d e r  A S  3 5 .2 7 ,  a b u i l d i n g  o r  f a c i l i t y  w i t h  a n  e s t i m a t e d  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o s t  o f  l e s s  t h a n  $ 2 5 0 ,0 0 0 ,  a n d / o r  a b u i l d i n g  o r  p u b l i c  f a c i l i t y  w i t h o u t  
s u b s t a n t i a l  p u b l i c  u s e ,  i s  e x e m p t  f r o m  t h e  P e r c e n t  f o r  A r t  P r o g r a m .  F o r  t h e s e  
b u i l d i n g s  o r  f a c i l i t i e s ,  A S  4 4 .2 7 .0 6 0  (A r t  i n  P u b l i c  P l a c e s  F u n d )  e s t a b l i s h e d  a f u n d  
w i t h  w h i c h  t h e  A S C A  c a n  p u r c h a s e  a r t  f o r  p e r m a n e n t  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o r  l o a n .  T h o  
b a l a n c e  o f  t h e  f u n d  i s  n o t  a  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  c u r r e n t  s p e n d i n g ,  b u t  t h e  a c c r u a l  o f  
p r o j e c t s  f r o m  1 987 .

W i l l  H B  143 s a v e  t h e  S t a t e  m o n e y ?  Y e s ,  b u t  i t s  n o t  w h a t  y o u  t h i n k .  T h e  a r t s  
c o u n c i l  i s  p r o v i d i n g  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h i r t e e n  p r o j e c t s  t o t a l i n g  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 1 , 0 5 4 ,1 1 0 .  T h e s e  p r o j e c t s  a r e  f u n d e d  b y  c a p i t a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  
d a t i n g  b a c k  t o  F Y 9 4 .  I ' v e  d i s t r i b u t e d  a  h a n d o u t  t h a t  s h o w s  y o u  a s u m m a r y  o f  t h i s  
w o r k .

H B  143 w o u l d  n e g a t i v e l y  e f f e c t  t h e  t w o  c o n s t i t u e n c i e s  t h e  P e r c e n t  f o r  A r t  p r o g r a m
is  d e s i g n e d  t o  s e r v e :  t h e  p u b l i c  a n d  a r t i s t s .  P u b l i c  A r t  i s  a n  a e s t h e t i c  e n r i c h m e n t  o f
t h e  p u b l i c  e n v i r o n m e n t  t h a t  c o m m e n t s  o n  w h o  w e  a r e  a s  A l a s k a n s ,  a n d  w h a t  i t
m e a n s  t o  l i v e ,  w o r k ,  a n d  s t u d y  i n  t h i s  p l a c e .  T h e  b i g g e s t  p u b l i c  i m p a c t  o f  t h e  r e p e a l
w o u l d  b e  o n  A l a s k a ' s  s c h o o l s  a n d  c h i l d r e n .  T h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  c u r r e n t  p e r c e n t  f o r
a r t  a c t i v i t y  t a k e s  p l a c e  i n  s c h o o l s  o r  u n i v e r s i t y  b u i l d i n g s .  A r t i s t s  w o u l d  a l s o  b e
s e v e r e l y  e f f e c t e d .  T h e  p r o g r a m  is  a v i t a l  m e a n s  o f  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t
A l a s k a n  a r t i s t s '  s k i l l s  a n d  c a r e e r s .  I t m e a n s  w o r k  f o r  a r t i s t s  ( a b o u t  8 7 5  A l a s k a n
a r t i s t s  a r e  o n  t h e  C o u n c i l ' s  P e r c e n t  f o r  A r t  m a i l i n g  l i s t) .

«
A g a i n ,  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  C o u n c i l  o n  t h e  A r t s  i s  o p p o s e d  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  H B  143 .
I w o u l d  b e  h a p p y  t o  a n s w e r  a n y  q u e s t i o n s .

T h a n k - y o u .

G :\L E G \H S A 1 4 3 .W P D



Background on HB143 
from  the Alaska State Council on the Arts

March 17, 1997

T h e  p r o g r a m  is  a  v i t a l  m e a n s  o f  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  A l a s k a n  a r t i s t s '  s k i l l s  
a n d  c a r e e r s .  It m e a n s  w o r k  f o r  a r t i s t s  ( a b o u t  875  A l a s k a n  a r t i s t s  a r e  o n  t h e  
C o u n c i l ' s  P e r c e n t  f o r  A r t  m a i l i n g  l i s t) .

R e p e a l  o f  t h e  P e r c e n t  f o r  A r t  p r o g r a m  w o u l d  n o t  a f f e c t  t h e  C a p i t a l  b u d g e t .  O n e  
p e r c e n t  i s  n o t  a d d e d  t o  t h e  c o s t  o f  c a p i t a l  p r o j e c t s ,  r a t h e r ,  o n c e  a p p r o p r i a t e d ,  i t i s 
d e d i c a t e d  t o  p u b l i c  a r t .  I f  t h e  p r o g r a m  i s  r e p e a l e d ,  t h i s  p e r c e n t  w i l l  b e  a b s o r b e d  i n  
o t h e r  c o s t s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  p r o j e c t s .  H e r e  a r e  s i x  p o i n t s  t o  k e e p  i n  m i n d :

1. Percent for Art Activity Tracks State Spending
I n  s o m e  w a y s  t h e  C o u n c i l  c o n s i d e r s  P e r c e n t  f o r  A r t  a n  i d e a l  p r o g r a m .  W h e n  t h e  
S t a t e ' s  b u d g e t  i s  r o b u s t ,  a v e r y  s m a l l  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  a c a p i t a l  p r o j e c t  i s  r e s e r v e d  f o r  
p u b l i c  a r t .  W h e n  t i m e s  a r e  t o u g h  (as t h e y  a r e  n o w ) ,  p r o j e c t s  a r e  c u t  b a c k .
R e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  a m o u n t  P e r c e n t  f o r  A r t  a c t i v i t y  i s  h e l d  b y  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  
i t s  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  c a p i t a l  b u d g e t .

2. Percent for Art Projects Are Permanently Installed
A r t  c o m m i s s i o n e d  a n d  i n s t a l l e d  u n d e r  A S  3 5 .2 7  b e c o m e s  a p e r m a n e n t  p a r t  o f  t h e  
b u i l d i n g  o r  f a c i l i t y .  A m o r t i z e d  o v e r  t h e  l i f e  o f  a  b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  c o s t  o f  p u b l i c  a r t  i s  a 
m o d e s t  i n v e s t m e n t  i n  t h e  e n h a n c e m e n t  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  
l i f e  i n  A l a s k a .

3. Percent for Art in a Historical Perspective
P u b l i c  a r t  h a s  b e e n  c o m m i s s i o n e d  s i n c e  t h e  a n t i q u i t i e s .  P u b l i c  a r t  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  
i m p o r t a n t  w a y s  i n  w h i c h  w e  c a n  c o m e  t o  k n o w  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  T r y  t o  
p i c t u r e  R o m e ,  L o n d o n ,  o r  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D C  w i t h o u t  p u b l i c  a r t .  P u b l i c  a r t  i s  a l e g a c y  
t o  t h e  l e a d e r s  a n d  c u l t u r e s  t h a t  p r o d u c e d  i t .

T o d a y ,  t h e r e  a r e  o v e r  a h u n d r e d  p u b l i c  p e r c e n t  f o r  a r t  p r o g r a m s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s .  T h e  F e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  t w e n t y - n i n e  s t a t e s ,  a n d  s c o r e s  o f  c i t i e s  o p e r a t e  
p e r c e n t  f o r  a r t  p r o g r a m s .  A n c h o r a g e  is  t h e  o n l y  c i t y  i n  A l a s k a  t o  o p e r a t e  a 
m u n i c i p a l  p r o g r a m ,  a n d  i t i s  m a n a g e d  b y  a f u l l - t im e  p o s i t i o n  a t  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  
M u s e u m  o f  H i s t o r y  a n d  A r t .

4. Capital Spending and Percent for Art
T h e  C o u n c i l  i s  w o r k i n g  w i t h  a c t i v e  P e r c e n t  f o r  A r t  p r o j e c t s  f o r  t h e  M / V  K e n n i c o t t ,  
t h e  U A A  B u s i n e s s  E d u c a t i o n  B u i l d i n g ,  t h e  U A F  N a t u r a l  S c i e n c e s  B u i l d i n g ,  a n d  t h e  
M a c h e t a n z  B u i l d i n g  a t  t h e  M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  C o l l e g e  i n  P a l m e r .  T h i s  i s  n o t  a 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e  l i s t ,  b u t  a s u m m a r y  o f  p r o j e c t s  w i t h  w h i c h  t h e  C o u n c i l  i s  c u r r e n t l y  
i n v o l v e d .  It o f t e n  t a k e s  m o n t h s  o r  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  b u d g e t  i s  p a s s e d  f o r  P e r c e n t  f o r  
A r t  P r o j e c t s  t o  b e  a n n o u n c e d .



Background on HB143 
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March 17, 1997

5, Percent for Art Has No Central Coordination
R e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  c o m p l i a n c e  i s  t h a t  o f  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  c o n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o r  
f a c i l i t y .  D e p a r t m e n t s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  A S C A  (3 5 .2 7 .0 2 0  [b] a n d  [e]).
U n t i l  1986 ,  t h e  C o u n c i l ' s  V i s u a l  A r t s  C o o r d i n a t o r  r a n  t h e  P e r c e n t  f o r  A r t  p r o g r a m  
( d u e  t o  b u d g e t  c u t s  t h e  p o s i t i o n  w a s  e l i m i n a t e d  i n  1986).  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  C o u n c i l  h a s  
n e v e r  h a d  c l e a r  a u t h o r i t y  t o  e i t h e r  m a n a g e  t h e  p r o g r a m  o r  e n f o r c e  c o m p l i a n c e .  A S  
3 5 .2 7  a n d  4 4 . 2 7 . 0 6 0  (A r t  i n  P u b l i c  P l a c e s  F u n d )  d o  n o t  p r o v i d e  f o r  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  
t h e  l a w .  W i t h o u t  m a n a g e m e n t  a u t h o r i t y  a n d  s t a f f ,  i t i s  s o m e t i m e s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  t r a c k  
p r o j e c t s  a n d / o r  c o m p l i a n c e .

6. Art in Public Places Fund
T h e  A r t  i n  P u b l i c  P l a c e s  F u n d  h a s  a  b a l a n c e  o f  $ 3 4 ,0 4 4 .3 2 .  U n d e r  A S  3 5 .2 7 ,  a 
b u i l d i n g  o r  f a c i l i t y  w i t h  a n  e s t i m a t e d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o s t  o f  l e s s  t h a n  $ 2 5 0 ,0 0 0 ,  
a n d / o r  a  b u i l d i n g  o r  p u b l i c  f a c i l i t y  w i t h o u t  s u b s t a n t i a l  p u b l i c  u s e ,  i s  e x e m p t  f r o m  
t h e  P e r c e n t  f o r  A r t  P r o g r a m .  F o r  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  o r  f a c i l i t i e s ,  A S  4 4 . 2 7 . 0 6 0  (A r t  i n  
P u b l i c  P l a c e s  F u n d )  e s t a b l i s h e d  a f u n d  w i t h  w h i c h  t h e  A S C A  c a n  p u r c h a s e  a r t  f o r  
p e r m a n e n t  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o r  l o a n  i n  o t h e r  p u b l i c  p l a c e s .  T h e  b a l a n c e  o f  t h e  f u n d  is  n o t  
a r e f l e c t i o n  o f  c u r r e n t  s p e n d i n g ,  b u t  t h e  a c c r u a l  o f  p r o j e c t s  d a t i n g  b a c k  t o  1987 .
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House State Affairs Committee March 20,1997
HB 143 from: Michael Olson 

I attended and made comments during the teleconference today but had to get to another meeting and was unable to elaborate on the formula 
for the one percent prgram. I am a volunteer member of the art selection 
committee for the new state ferry, M/V Kennicott so I'm deeply immersed 
in the process.Here is the break down for the $83 million construction of the ferry as 
pertaining to the $105,429 for the percent for art program. This formula was provided by Joe Ver, Terminal and Ship Services Manager, Alaska 
Marine Highway System.Design costs: $3,268,800Project/CE costs account for the remainder of the cost since ATP for 
total cost $83 million.FHWA % of total design and construction costs including project 
costs = 65/83 = 78%FHWA funds for design = $3,26,800 x .783 = $2,559,470.FHWA funds for construction = $65,000,000 - $2,559,470 = $62,440,530 State funds for construction = $72,983,445 - $62,440,530 = $10,542,915 

State funds for art work = 1% x $10,542,915 = $105,429 The existing contract includes 80 hours @  $42.33/ hr = $3,386 The remaining funds for the design, construction, mounting and 
administration of works of art = $105,429 - $3,386 =* $102,043.

From the $102,043 we spent;$2,100 in advertising for artists letters of interest. Before any art work is actually purchased we need to purchase display cases to house three-dimensional artwork and hire a contractor to 
frame and mount all flat artwork to assure safety on an ocean vessel. The cost of writing and sending out RFPs and contracts, teleconference calls between the 6 committee members and AMHWSfluneau), Consultant (Seattle .ontractor (Mississippi) other telephone/fax, shipping costs of 
artwork to Mississippi and the cost to fly, feed and house all 6 committee 
members to Juneau to review and select the art all comes off the top of the 
1% . Constructing the ship in Mississippi by construction workers in that state feed into their southern economy not Alaska's. Contracting Alaskan artists will be the only way to feed Alaska's economy from this project. Although the vessel will sail Alaskan waters the only tangible thing aboutpage 1
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the ship to make it Alaskan will be the artwork. Our art committee chose 
to have an Alaska coastal theme to all the artwork on the vessel. This will 
give the ship character and create ownership to all Alaskans while sharing 
that character to all those traveling to our state.

Without the percent for art project this vessel would be a sterile, 
characterless transport ship (period).

Please DO NOT allow Mr. Vezey and his bill deprive people from 
experiencing a creative glimpse into Alaska based culture while visiting 
our public buildings or traveling to our state aboard our ferries.

Thank you.Michael Olson
P.O. Box 2152 320 Third Ave.
Seward, AK 99664 (907) 22.4-7162

page 2



March 20, 19^7

Representative Jeanette James 
FAX: (907) 465-2381

Dear Representative James:

I em writing to ask that you House Bill 143 regarding the Percent for Art Program.

I enjoy a variety of art and believe that the vast majority of the public does as well. So 
much art seems geared to a special segment of society and not for the masses. This is the 
beauty of Percent for Art. It provides each of us "regular folks" with a view into an 
artist’s imagination that we might not ordinarily get.

A great many of our public events, including community schools classes, take place in the 
public schools around town and it is a pleasure to drive up and marvel at the variety of 
colors, styles and materials that are used. My son and I always "spot the art" when we 
go by our local schools.

ft increases my enjoyment of living in this state to see this fantastic art (I also have 
enjoyed the public art in Fairbanks). Although there may be one or two pieces that don't 
appeal to me, I guarantee you there are more public building designs that bother me than 
the art in and around diem. My quality of life is increased by this wonderful art just as 
it is by good roads, bike trails and good law enforcement.

As a mother of two young children I appreciate all tho things about this state that make 
living here a pleasure. Good art is one of them whether it’s a totem pole, a clock tower 
or a mural.

I look forward to raising my children here knowing that there are those in our state 
government who care about people like me and my family who are not here for the fast 
buck. Wc arc contributors and would like to see that acknowledged.

Thank you again for your thoughtfXU consideration of my message.

Sincerely,

Cl
8449 Jupiter Drive 
Anchorage, AK 99507 
(907) 346-3449
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March 19,1997

Jeanette James 
The Alaska Legislature 
State Capitol 
Juneau, Ak. 99801-1182

This letter is in  support of the current Percent for A rt program. It is my 
understanding that a new bill has been introduced to repeal the current 
legislation. After twenty years in Alaska I have seen this attempted repeal 
introduced at least 9 times. Fortunately each time the legislature realizes that 
no financial saving will result, no Increased amount for construction or 
smaller bottom line will occur.

hr almost every case this is a reaction to some constituent who doesn't like a 
particular piece of art in a specific building. The reality is that this service 
enhances our quality of life, makes the buildings more appealing to the public 
and supports a number of artists and related workers involved in the 
construction and installation of the work.

Repeal of this bill will only continue to create unappealing public buildings 
that cost the same and offer no amenities to the public they serve.

Please reconsider any attempt to repeal this existing law.

6 0 )  W E S T 4 I S T ,  S U I T E  2 0 1 ,  A N C H O R A G E ,  A K  9 9 5 0 3  •  (9 0 7 )  661 -2 1 1 5  F A X  (907 )  563-7428
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PO B o x  3 3 3  
9 e w a r d ,  A K  9 9 6 6 4  

M a r c h  2 0 ,  1 9 9 7

T o  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e :

I a m  n o t  a n  a r t i s t .  I d r a w  s t i c k  p e o p l e .  I d o  n o t  m a k e  m y  

l i v i n g  i n  a n y  w a y  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  a r t s .  I a m  a  m o m  o f  f o u r  

c h i l d r e n  w h o  e n j o y s  t h e  p u b l i c  a r t  a v a i l a b l e  i n  o u r  b e a u t i f u l

s t a t e ,  I a m  a  m o m  o f  f o u r  w h o  e n j o y s  s h a r i n g  o u r  s t a t e

i n v e s t m e n t  i n  p u b l i c  a r t  w i t h  h e r  c h i l d r e n  a n d  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  

o t h e r s  t h r o u g h  s c o u t ,  s c h o o l  a n d  f a m i l y  t r i p s .

A r t  a l s o  g i v e s  u s  a n  h i s t o r i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  a s  w e  t r a v e l  t h r o u g h  

t h e  m a n y  s t a t e  f a c i l i t i e s .  O u r  g i r l  s c o u t  t r o o p  v i s i t e d  y o u  i n  

J u n e a u  l a s t  y e a r .  T h e  a r t  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l  b u i l d i n g  a n d  t h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  c i t y  b r o u g h t  u s  c l o s e r  t o  t h o s e  w h o  c a m e  b e f o r e  a n d  c o n t i n u e  

w o r k i n g  f o r  o u r  s t a t e .  P l e a s e  r e t a i n  t h e  p e r c e n t  f o r  t h e  a r t

p r o g r a m  a n d  c o n t i n u e  t o  e n r i c h  o u r  s t a t e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

TOTAL P.03
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Henry Cole P.O. Box #71490 Fairbanks, Alaska 99707 
907-451-1116, 456-1942 (FAX)

Rep. Jeannette James 
State Capitol,
Juneau, AK 99801

March 21,1997
Dear Jeannette,

How is it going in that wet city? I trust that it is much warmer, however, and that the 
great attractiveness of Juneau has burst free. Fairbanks is still cold but Improving and by 
Easter I hope that we will have a kind of thaw. After work on the Pork Project years ago, 
and agriculture and other economic development projects, I retired from public life in the 
sense of being connected to our legislature regarding Issues such as ARDORs, economic 
development, etc. Since then I have become involved with a small business venture of 
cleaning arsenic and heavy metals out of mine water. No contracts yet but it keeps me off 
the street. Nevertheless, something has recently come up which I want to contact you 
about since I think that it is quite important. That thing is Art.

In my personal life I am a musician, a singer actually, and I was a founder and board 
member in 1969 of the Fairbanks Light Opera Theatre, and am now a current board 
member. You and I never discussed this during the pork project but my interest in these 
things lias spanned many decades.

I am concerned about, and wish to speak against HB 143, which seeks to eliminate the 
one percent expenditure for art in public buildings in Alaska. Although I come at this from 
the perspective of Fairbanks Light Opera and music, I consider that all forms of art are 
highly important and relevant to our life in the country and in Alaska.

We all are vaguely aware of art and it tends to insinuate itself into the fabric of life: 
concerts, museums, public art arc all just tbere; and if we choose, we don’t have to 
acknowledge it. But for many years it has been known that if young children are exposed 
to art they show improved physical coordination and learning ability. (One of the first to 
show this was Zultan Kodali, a Czech who composed and taught music around the turn of 
the century to young students.)

But art is tough to defend in the political arena. It is tough to defend because any costs 
associated with art are immediate and the benefits may be many years away through 
educational benefit, civic pride, community spirit. And the art community, since they deal 
in a medium which is either stone or painting or music, a medium which is net speech, is 
very inarticulate in verbally presenting arguments in the political realm. So they are at a 
disadvantage in making a case compared to, say, the Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce.

So a short term view of the legislature would be to cut the budgets without taking into 
account the fact, well known in business as well as in market and money management, that 
the long term strategy will yield the greatest value. As we know, the transaction costs of 
art are immediate - and unlike business, where something tangible in exchanged, you do
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not really see what you © v i t in g  for your money. But we take a long term view of
many things: education, capital investment and business planning; why not do the same for 
public art as well?

American business represents a locus of many disciplines, all of which contribute to 
making business as innovative and dynamic as it i3. Economics, mathematics, science, 
computers, business design and architecture, vision, imagination, visual arts and other 
disciplines all conspire to construct successful business strategies for dealing with the 
uncertainties of the world. Ask good CEOs of major corporations how broadly they 
consider the necessary elements for innovation - and whether their mix includes 
imagination and stimulation through art. I believe that they use every discipline they have 
access to - to innovate, to learn, to promote and to succeed.

As quoted in Business Week, Oct. 28, 1996, Richard Gurin, president and CEO of 
Binney and Smith, Inc., a member of the National Alliance of Business, expressed a 
growing concern among business leaders: "... More deeply rooted is the crisis of 
creativity. And it is the arts that build ideas and nurture a place in the mind for them to
t (\ju  _ ”

Another passage later in that same article says: “The potential contribution of arts 
education extends across the board. It builds such thinking skills as analysis, synthesis, 
evaluation, and critical judgment.’‘

Paul Chellgren, president and CEO of Ashland, Inc. was quoted in the same article: 
“The arts provide an unpara!!:!cd opportunity to teach these higher level basics (ie., work 
with others, analyze, operate complex systems) that are increasingly critical...to today's 
work force. A recent study indicates students who have four years of art and music 
education score 59 points higher on the verbal SAT and 44 points higher in math.”

And finally, from a January 21, 1997 presentation by composer Marvin Hamlisch at the 
National Press Ch>b in Washington, D.C., “Arts education is our real stealth weapon in the 
war against crime, illiteracy, and mediocrity. When I visit schools these days, I find too 
many auditoriums without a piano, too many auditoriums without Pinafores. I sec young 
faces and I know that they need and deserve music and theatre and dance and poetry. Arts 
education would unlock their dreams."

Art in public buildings is an important piece of this education. Everything I have said 
about art in general pertains to public art.

Budget cutting is important but the cost of this program is very small, $34,000. 
Preserving this program would have a tangible benefit in Alaska.

I will not continue further But you see that there is much to say and much value to this
•e e i lf t .

Please seriously consider reversing the possible passage of this bill and please pass this 
letter to other members of your State Affairs Committee.

Best of luck for the rest of the session.

Warm Wishes,

Henry Cole
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M a r c h  20 ,  1997
H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  H e a r i n g  o n  H B  143
T e s t i m o n y  o f  S h a n n o n  P l a n c h o n ,  A S C A  G r a n t s  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  ( P e r c e n t  f o r  A r t  
C o o r d i n a t o r )
A l a s k a  S t a t e  C o u n c i l  o n  t h e  A r t s

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J a m e s  a n d  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e :

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t e s t i f y .  F o r  y o u r  c o n v e n i e n c e  a n d  t h e  r e c o r d ,  I 
h a v e  p r o v i d e d  a  c o p y  o f  m y  r e m a r k s  t o  t h e  s t a f f .  I h a v e  t w o  h a n d o u t s ,  a  t w o - p a g e  
p r o g r a m  b r i e f ,  a n d  a s u m m a r y  o f  p e r c e n t  f o r  a r t  p r o j e c t s  t o  w h i c h  t h e  C o u n c i l  
p r o v i d e d  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  f i s c a l  y e a r .

I a m  h e r e  t o  t e s t i f y  a g a i n s t  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  H B  143 .  I ' l l  o p e n  w i t h  a f e w  g e n e r a l  
c o m m e n t s  o n  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  p u b l i c  a r t ,  a n d  t h e n  m o v e  o n  t o  s p e c i f i c  c o m m e n t s  
o n  t h e  P e r c e n t  f o r  A r t  p r o g r a m .

P u b l i c  a r t  h a s  b e e n  c o m m i s s i o n e d  s i n c e  t h e  a n t i q u i t i e s .  I t i s  o n e  o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  
w a y s  i n  w h i c h  w o  c a n  c o m e  t o  k n o w  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  T r y  t o  p i c t u r e  
R o m e ,  L o n d o n ,  o r  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D C  w i t h o u t  p u b l i c  a r t .  P u b l i c  a r t  i s  a  l e g a c y  t o  t h e  
l e a d e r s  a n d  c u l t u r e s  t h a t  p r o d u c e d  i t .

T o d a y ,  t h e r e  a r e  o v e r  a  h u n d r e d  p u b l i c  p e r c e n t  f o r  a r t  p r o g r a m s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s .  T h e  F e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  t w e n t y - n i n e  s t a t e s ,  a n d  s c o r e s  o f  c i t i e s  o p e r a t e  
p e r c e n t  f o r  ar t  p r o g r a m s .  A n c h o r a g e  is  t h e  o n l y  c i t y  i n  A l a s k a  t o  o p e r a t e  a 
m u n i c i p a l  p r o g r a m ,  a n d  i t i s  m a n a g e d  b y  a f u l l - t im e  p o s i t i o n  a t  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  
M u s e u m  o f  H i s t o r y  a n d  A r t .

A t  t h e  S t a t e :  l e v e l ,  t h e  P e r c e n t  f o r  A r t  p r o g r a m  o p e r a t e s  w i t h o u t  a  d i r e c t  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  e x p e n s e .  E v e r y  d o l l a r  s p e n t  i n  t h e  P e r c e n t  f o r  A r t  p r o g r a m  g o e s  
d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  a r t  p r o j e c t .  T h e  p r o g r a m  h a s  n o  s t a f f .  R e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  c o m p l i a n c e  
is  t h a t  o f  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  c o n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o r  f a c i l i t y .  D e p a r t m e n t s  a r e  
r e q u i r e d  t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  A S C A  (3 5 .2 7 .0 2 0  [b] a n d  [e]). U n t i l  1 986  t h e  C o u n c i l ' s  
V i s u a l  A r t s  C o o r d i n a t o r  p r o v i d e d  P e r c e n t  f o r  A r t  p r o g r a m s e r v i c e s ,  b u t  d u e  t o  
b u d g e t  c u t s  t h e  p o s i t i o n  w a s  e l i m i n a t e d  i n  1986 .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  C o u n c i l  h a s  a  s t r o n g  
i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  p r o p e r  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m ,  w e  d o  n o t  h a v e  m a n a g e m e n t  
a u t h o r i t y  o r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o v e r  p r o j e c t s .  E v e r y  d e p a r t m e n t ,  a g e n c y ,  o r  s c h o o l  
d i s t r i c t  m a i n t a i n s  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  d e v e l o p  p u b l i c  a r t  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  t h e i r  b u i l d i n g  o r  
f a c i l i t y .  T h i s  i s  i m p o r t a n t -  e v e r y  a r t  s e l e c t i o n  c o m m i t t e e  i s  l o c a l l y  b a s e d .

T h e  C o u n c i l  c o n s i d e r s  P e r c e n t  f o r  A r t  a n  i d e a l  p r o g r a m ,  a n d  a  f i s c a l l y  c o n s e r v a t i v e  
p r o g r a m .  W h e n  t h e  S t a t e ' s  b u d g e t  i s  r o b u s t ,  a  v e r y  s m a l l  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  a  c a p i t a l  
p r o j e c t  i s  r e s e r v e d  f o r  p u b l i c  a r t .  W h e n  t i m e s  a r e  t o u g h  (a s  t h e y  a r e  n o w ) ,  p r o j e c t s  
a r e  c u t  b a c k .  R e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  a m o u n t  P e r c e n t  f o r  A r t  a c t i v i t y  i s  h e l d  b y  t h e  
L e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  i t s  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  c a p i t a l  b u d g e t .



A r t  c o m m i s s i o n e d  a n d  i n s t a l l e d  u n d e r  A S  3 5 .2 7  b e c o m e s  a  p e r m a n e n t  p a r t  o f  t h e  
b u i l d i n g  o r  f a c i l i t y .  A m o r t i z e d  o v e r  t h e  l i f e  o f  a  b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  c o s t  o f  p u b l i c  a r t  i s  a 
m o d e s t  i n v e s t m e n t  i n  t h e  e n h a n c e m e n t  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  
l i f e  i n  A l a s k a .

N o w ,  a b o u t  t h e  A r t  i n  P u b l i c  P l a c e s  F u n d .  T h i s  F u n d  h a s  a  b a l a n c e  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
$ 3 4 ,0 4 4 .  A s  y o u  k n o w ,  u n d e r  A S  3 5 .2 7 ,  a  b u i l d i n g  o r  f a c i l i t y  w i t h  a n  e s t i m a t e d  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o s t  o f  l e s s  t h a n  $ 2 5 0 ,0 0 0 ,  a n d / o r  a b u i l d i n g  o r  p u b l i c  f a c i l i t y  w i t h o u t  
s u b s t a n t i a l  p u b l i c  u s e ,  i s  e x e m p t  f r o m  t h e  P e r c e n t  f o r  A r t  P r o g r a m .  F o r  t h e s e  
b u i l d i n g s  o r  f a c i l i t i e s ,  A S  4 4 . 2 7 . 0 6 0  (A r t  i n  P u b l i c  P l a c e s  F u n d )  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  f u n d  
w i t h  w h i c h  t h e  A S C A  c a n  p u r c h a s e  a r t  f o r  p e r m a n e n t  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o r  l o a n .  T h e  
b a l a n c e  o f  t h e  f u n d  i s  n o t  a r e f l e c t i o n  o f  c u r r e n t  s p e n d i n g ,  b u t  t h e  a c c r u a l  o f  
p r o j e c t s  f r o m  1 987 .

W i l l  H B  143 s a v e  t h e  S t a t e  m o n e y ?  Y e s ,  b u t  i t s  n o t  w h a t  y o u  t h i n k .  T h e  a r t s  
c o u n c i l  i s  p r o v i d i n g  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h i r t e e n  p r o j e c t s  t o t a l i n g  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 1 , 0 5 4 ,1 1 0 .  T h e s e  p r o j e c t s  a r e  f u n d e d  b y  c a p i t a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  
d a t i n g  b a c k  t o  F Y 9 4 .  I ' v e  d i s t r i b u t e d  a h a n d o u t  t h a t  s h o w s  y o u  a  s u m m a r y  o f  t h i s  
w o r k .

H B  143 w o u l d  n e g a t i v e l y  e f f e c t  t h e  t w o  c o n s t i t u e n c i e s  t h e  P e r c e n t  f o r  A r t  p r o g r a m  
is  d e s i g n e d  t o  s e r v e :  t h e  p u b l i c  a n d  a r t i s t s .  P u b l i c  A r t  i s  a n  a e s t h e t i c  e n r i c h m e n t  o f  
t h e  p u b l i c  e n v i r o n m e n t  t h a t  c o m m e n t s  o n  w h o  w e  a r e  a s  A l a s k a n s ,  a n d  w h a t  i t  
m e a n s  t o  l i v e ,  w o r k ,  a n d  s t u d y  i n  t h i s  p l a c e .  T h e  b i g g e s t  p u b l i c  i m p a c t  o f  t h e  r e p e a l  
w o u l d  b e  o n  A l a s k a ’s s c h o o l s  a n d  c h i l d r e n .  T h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  c u r r e n t  p e r c e n t  f o r  
a r t  a c t i v i t y  t a k e s  p l a c e  i n  s c h o o l s  o r  u n i v e r s i t y  b u i l d i n g s .  A r t i s t s  w o u l d  a l s o  b e  
s e v e r e l y  e f f e c t e d .  T h e  p r o g r a m  is  a  v i t a l  m e a n s  o f  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  
A l a s k a n  a r t i s t s ’ s k i l l s  a n d  c a r e e r s .  I t m e a n s  w o r k  f o r  a r t i s t s  ( a b o u t  875  A l a s k a n  
a r t i s t s  a r e  o n  t h e  C o u n c i l ’s  P e r c e n t  f o r  A r t  m a i l i n g  l i s t) .

A g a i n ,  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  C o u n c i l  o n  t h e  A r t s  i s  o p p o s e d  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  H B  143 .
I w o u l d  b e  h a p p y  t o  a n s w e r  a n y  q u e s t i o n s .

T h a n k - y o u .

G :\L E G \H S A 1 4 3 .W P D
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March 20, 1997

Members of the Committee:
I oppose HB No. 143. Alaska was one of the first states to institute a percent for 

Arts Program. Now, when there is a national re-awakening to the importance of the arts 
and the creative spirit, this bill would be a huge step backwards for our state. I don’t 
understand how this bill would reduce budget spending when the funds to put artwork in 
our public buildings comes out of the 5-10% contingency funds provided for contractors.

I support public funding of the arts. I would never have been able to see an 
Alexander Calder sculpture, a Henry Moore sculpture, or a Dolly Spenser Doll if public 
funds hadn't put such work in a space for all of us to enjoy. We would all feel the loss if 
these works were only tucked away in private collections orcoiporate offices.

It is important also for the visual artists to put work in public buildings. Just as a 
choir sings for an audience, the visual artist needs a “stage” to share their form of 
expression with others. I have had the opportunity to do several percent for Art 
Commissions. Because of these commissions I have been able to complete some large 
sculptures that had sometimes been in my sketch books for years. I was able to afford the 
materials and find a home for work which was on a scale too large for galleries or 
individual clients. I have worked for 25 years to perfect the skills of my craft. Don’t take 
away the opportunity for me or other visual artists to make a contribution to the public 
spaces that we all share.

As Alaskans we can insure that the environments in our public spaces remain 
vibrant and alive by publicly funding forms of creative expression to enhance our 
buildings.

Thank you for your concern,

PO Box 2363 
Seward, AK 99664

TOTAL P.01
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6615 North Douglas Hwy 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

20 March 1997

I am writing to express support for the Percent for Art program and urge you to oppose the move to 
repeal i t

I believe that the presence of art in public facilities performs several important functions in the Alas­
kan community. In addition to aesthetic enrichment of our lives, Alaskan art in our public buildings 
reflects who we are as citizens of this state and inspires pride in our community. The program not 
only provides an important means of support for the Alaskan artists (jobs!), but it inspires and in­
structs future artists ensuring continuance of art as a facet of the Alaskan economy.

It especially concerns me that this program has a sigttfiTcant impact on Alaskan schools, where the 
vast majority of current projects are planned.

Please support the continuance of this important program for the State of Alaska.
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Susan Kraft 
536 Park St. D 
Juneau, AK 99801

I strongly oppose HB 143

As an Alaskan, I take pride in my state’s suppoit of the aits and of the work which 
I can see in the public buildings. The arts give back for generations— don’t be short 
sighted. Vote no.

Sincerely, 

Susan Kraft
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Dear Mark Hodgins:

re;I IB 143 HEARING IN I [. STATB AFF

March 19,1997

I am writing lo urge you not to repeal the State Percent for Art Program. 1 IB 143 would 
negitivcly effect the two constituencies the program is designed to serve: the public and 
ihe artists. As nn artist I am currently involved with a commission for the new Mirror 
Lake Middle School in Chugiak. I have been lucky enough to have hcon awarded three 
other one percent projects in the slate. 'I he work has had an extremely positive effect on 
my career. They have lead to many jobs in my Held.

The biggest public Impact of the repeal would be on Alaska’s schools and children. I 
recently completed nn artists in schools program in a school where I have a one percent 
for art project. I was overwhelmed by tho outstanding comments about the artwork from 
both the students and staff. The students asked all kinds of questions about the design, 
the process nnd the installation.

I am well aware of controversial Percent for Art projects but feel that they are only a few 
of the numerous awarded commissions. 1 am confident that there ore projects for 
everyone to enjoy dispito different artistic tastes.

One percent is not added to the cost of capital projects, rather, once appropriated, it is 
dedicated to public art. If the program is repealed, this percent will be absorbed in other 
costs associated with the project.

Percent for Art operates without direct administrative expense, livery dollar spent in the 
Percent for Art program goes directly to the art project. Art commissioned and installed 
undor the program becomes a permanent part of the building, Amortized over the life of n 
building, the cost of public art is a modest investment in (he enhancement of the public 
environment and quality of life in Alaska.

Today, there are over one hundred public percent for art programs in the United Slates 
The federal government, twenty-nine slates, and scores of cities operate percent fo r art 
programs. Tho ni t produced becomes a testament to what we value us u state nnd as u 
people. P loaso don't take this uwtty from Alaska. It is u legacy for future generations.

Sincerely,

Julie A. Mutthews

cciJcannette James Ivun Ivnn 
Fred Dyson AI Vezey

F.than Berowit/. 
Kim niton

1)1 W. KUli Rovi
Andmif/, AK 99) I) 
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S T A T E M E N T

Re: Public com m ent on House Bill 143

To: Chairwoman, House State Affairs Committee

From: Alan R. Munro, Juneau resident and artist

Dale: March 20,1997

Art, as painting and sculpture, has m ade m ajor contributions to public life and  public 
buildings since the time of the Egyptians, Greeks and Romans. We continue in that 
historic tradition to this day.
Now, there are certain  politicians who would say: "No more!"
W hat is the reason? What good purpose could possibly be served by eliminating a r t 
from our daily lives? Is this an anti-art, anti-intellectual movement o r is it simply 
naivete', due to too little opportunity  to experience meaningful art. Perhaps it is 
purely a financial issue, fueled by contractors who would stand to profit by a little 
extra m oney designated for "nice but no t necessary" art.
Supporters of the repeal say: "It is a governm ent give away which merely supports 
individual artists who can not make it on their own" This is a ridiculous argum ent, 
since any m oney left over after m aterials, hard earned  wages tuid taxes would have to 
last a very long time between awards. There is no give away here, just an honest 
wage in re tu rn  for talent, professional ability and public enrichm ent. We will never 
know how far Michelangelo would have been able to go without the financial 
support of the Vatican. He also had  trouble with individuals in control of that 
funding source, over 400 years ago.
Be that as it may, there does exist a long established art selection process that very 
carefully selects the percent for a r t recipients. This ensures that, serious artists, 
pioducing quality works of art, are awarded these percent moneys.
We, of European descent, tend to isolate art from our daily lives w hether we profess to 
appreciate it o r not. Older and wiser cultures accept art as a given in their daily lives. 
Art provides them  a dim ension of societal well being they would otherwise not have. 
Obviously, we have a long way to go before we are as accepting o r as wise. It is one of 
the reasons why we are  gathered here today.
Madam chairwom an, 1 recomend we become m ore accepting of art. Let us continue on 
ihe centuries long journey others have made before us. Let us continue this 
critically im portan t percent for art program. Let this sadly uninform ed and 
regressive bill die in Committee.
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Mi'chelJc A. Barnes«Ness 
P.O. Box 1311 • Kodiak, Alaska 99613 

Phone/Fax: (907 )487 -2345 
Phone / Fax: (907 ) 487-2347 

Web Site: teddy@ptialaska.com

3/22/97

•Speaker Gail Phillips 

Rep. Jeannette James-.

Chairman of the Stale Affairs Committee 

&  Rep. A1 Vezey
%

SUBMIT TO PUBLIC RECORD 
HB 143

Dear Speaker Philllips, Chairman James, Rep. Vezey and committee 

members,

I would like to comment on HB143, to the repeal the percent for Art program 

and for art in public places ftmd. First, let me say at the outset that to date, I 

have never received a percent for Art bid. Having said that, I would like to 

2.*"̂  my  reasons why I do support the Percent for Art Program in Public 
Places.

W e  are only talking about, one percent o f the buildingrs budgetI Percent for 
Art projects are highly rorr^a^ve bids which provide the only avenue which 

artists have throughout the community to make additional income and most 

importantly, personalize their community and State.

Alaskan Postcard Classics ♦ Grizzly Classics o f Alaska ■ Ceramic Art Tiles o f Alaska 
Alaska Stock Images ■ Limited Edition Prints • W ildlife Posters • Calendars • Notepads

&  Alaska Stock Classics
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Mi'chelle A. Barnes* Ness 
P .O .B ox 1311 • Kodiak. Alaska 996 )5  

Phone/Fax: (907 )467-2345 
Phone/Fax: (907 )487-2347 

Web Silc: teddy@ptialaska.coiu

A  recent example of this is the Manilaq Health Center in Kotzebue, Alaska. 

The new Manilaq Health Center was just a building when it first opened. It 

had the normal expected things like carpeting, windows, restrooms etc. But 

the percent for art program personalized the main lobby seating area, the 

main entry, the registration desk, meditation room, and the corridor near the 

cafeteria. The Percent for Art Program artists who won bids, gave the people 

residing in Kotzebue a sense of home at the Manilaq Health Center. Works 

of Native Art were chosen for the Manilaq Health Center which had color, 

embraced their Inupiaq lifestyle, took note of the region, animals, and plants. 

Thev took a building and made it part of their home and culture through the 

works of art awarded to artists for the building to provide geographically and 

regionally appropriate motifs and sculptures. This was not only important to 

the people of Kotzebue running the Health Center but also it exposed and re­

enforced and introduced Inuniaq culture to the children

Last, by providing for art through this program it ensures that all children 
regardless of their social economic backgrounds have the opportunity to see 

and gain an appreciation not only lor their art but for their culture. And art 

transforms an otherwise ordinary building and personalizes it. If hospitals 

recognize the importance of this, shouldn't we?

It is examples such as the Manilaq Health Center and others all over this 

great state of Alaska that I ask. you not to support H B  143 and leave the 

Percent for Art Program in public places in tact for once and for all!

Cordially yours,

Mi'chelle Bames-Ness

Alaskan Postcard Classics • Grizzly Classics o f Alaska ■ Ceramic Art Tiles o f  Alaska 
Alaska Slock Images • Limited Edition Prints • W ildlife Posters • Calendars • Notepads

& A laska Stock Classics



MAR 26 '97 18:36 FAIRBANKS ARTS ASSOCA P. 1/2

F A I R B A N K S

A S S O C I A T I O N  PO S O X 72786 FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 95707 ALA5KALAND CIVIC CENTER (?07)4JW4BJ FAX 4JM11J

March 26, 1997

Jeannette James 
The Alaska Legislature 
State Capitol
Juneau. Alaska 9980M 182

Dear Representative James,

Thank you for the opportunity to address the House Affairs Committee at the public hearing 
held by teleconference yesterday morning.

I am faxing a copy of the statements that I made regarding my concerns about and my view of 
the 1% for ART in Public Buildings program.

Si.icerely,

Executive Director

TW/

'PROMOTING CONTEMPORARY AND TRADITIONAL ARTS IN ALASKA'S INTERIOR.* W S r
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Last week I sent severaTTtfessages to legislators regarding the iss&e'ftf HB 143.
1 am here today to speak further on the subject and to again request support of 
public art. In my previous comments I referred to an RFP for the Crawford 
School at Eielson AFB and how the request was for the art to reflect and 
commemorate the person for whom the building is being dedicated. This type o f 
commemoration is a positive communication to our students about respect; 
respect for our schools, respect for achievers, respect for our community and its 
leaders. Art in Public Buildings is a subtle and powerful tool.

Time and time again studies have shown that young people who have the 
opportunity to be schooled in the arts are capable o f more concentrated thought, 
are more creative in problem solving and have a better understanding of other 
studies. Exposure to fine arts, in an everyday fashion is a part of that schooling.

Much concern and debate has been given to the subject o f economics, resource 
development and tourism. Art in Public Buildings is an investment that utilizes 
our resources; our raw materials and the talents o f our people; and then the 
resulting product becomes part o f the infrastructure that helps to attract those who 
travel to far and distant lands in order that they might know and understand more 
about the culture of a region's people.

The intrinsic and lasting value of 1% for Art becomes more evident with each 
passing year. Alaskans and Faixbanksans, in particular, are a proud people who 
are eager to show the world through the vehicle of tourism who we were, who we 
arc and what we stand for. Art pro jects in public buildings arc part of our local 
history; a continuing visual story of our community.

As a collection, 1% for ART projects constitute an open museum, in that they are 
accessible to all persons of the community. This approach is actually much less 
costly to administer than a full scale facility which is necessary to house an actual 
museum or gallery. The lobby, walls, lighting, heating, staff, etc. are already part 
o f the overhead for an existing facility.

At one time in our history libraries were not thought to be necessary for the 
populace. Now its hard to find a community without a public library. Visual art 
is as necessary and as valuable to our culture as the litnrary arts and should be just 
as available as the books in a library.

I can think of no better way to realize a greater value from our dollar than to 
invest it in a project that touches all walks o f life, chronicles the flavor of an era, 
promotes understanding of our culture, advances education, enhances the beauty 
of our citic - and helps to attract tourism. 1 %  for ART is a premium investment 
with a high rate of return.

Cutting the funds for 1% for ART would deprive our current community, but the 
long term loss would be even greater.

I stand squarely against HB143.



To: House Slate Affairs Committee
Jeannette James 907-465-2381 
Fred Dyson x4587 
Mark Hodgins x2833 
Ivan Ivan x4589 
A1 Vezey X3719 
Ethan Berkowitz x 2137 
Kim Elton x4947

From: Alaska Residents

Subject: Alaska Percent fo r Arts Program

We are writing in response to the proposed repeal o f  the Alaska’s Percent fo r Art Program. Wc 
support this extremely important program. Our reasons are as stated below:

1. Tradition: Art in Federal buildings has been an American tradition since the United States Congress 
commissioned artists to do painting for die House o f  Representatives in 1855. Recognizing the importance 
o f art in buildings^thc Roosevelt Administration set up the New Deal art programs during the depression 
era to embellish newly constructed federal buildings. In 1963 the General Services Administration 
established the Art-in-Architecturc Program under the Kennedy administration . Here is where the guiding 
principle was established to "incorporate fine art in the designs o f Federal buildings with emphasis on tho 
work o f  living American artists". The federal government, under much research, has concluded that artwork 
in our facilities is vital to the spaces in these facilities - whyshavM  " 7-'— '■!frens be deprived o f the same 
considerations?

2. Public/Community Involvement: “ As a matter o f  public policy the Federal Government recognizes its 
responsibility to citizens who live and work in the communities where the commissioning o f  art is 
proposed and seeks their support and involvement. In order to achieve the fundamental objectives o f 
community participation tliroughout the project and the integration o f  artwork into the design, emphasis is 
plat ed on local citizen involvement and artist/architect collaboration” .

3). Reflection o f  Regional Cultural Values: Works o f  art within the public context reflect the social 
currents and consciousness o f  the community from which they arc conceived. Public programs such as the 
Alaska Percent fo r Art Program are vital to ensure that we ore responsive to these currents. Alaska is rich 
with creative and visionary forces fu lly  capable o f documenting our American, Alaskan and local cultural 
values.

4). Critical to the Built Environment: Artwork is as critical to the built environment as carpet, paint, wall 
coverings, furniture and other interior design considerations. It equally provides the same affect on patrons 
as does the finishes and furnishings. It is no more subjective in context as is the color o f  the building and 
its furnishings, therefore, is an equally integral feature o f the space. I f  one is going to target artwork as 
“ flu ff" , then they must target the aesthetics o f  everything else in the building!

Alaska should he proud to continue the Alaska Percent for Art program in order to uphold 
tradition, involve the community, reflect our cultural values and the importance o f  the aesthetics o f  our 
built environments. We should continue to defend its rieht to exist fo r the sake o f the nuhlir.

100® MJI-OOVcINiaD sziezm oG ©  ss;6o iG/iz/co
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F r o m :  K e i t h  A p p e l M a r c h  2 0 , 1 9 9 7
4 7 0 5  M a l i b u  D r i v e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 1 7

R e :  H o u s e  B i l l  No» 1 4 3  
S p o n s o r :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  V e z e y

D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r ,

My w i f e  a n d  I  c a m e  t o  A n c h o r a g e  i n  t h e  F a l l  o f  1 9 6 0 .  S i n c e  t h a t  
t i m e  I  h a v e  s e r v e d  a s  a n  a r t  t e a c h e r  i n  j u n i o r  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  h i g h  
s c h o o l  a n d  a l s o  a s  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  b o r o u g h ' s  a r t  p r o g r a m  i n  A n c h o r ­
a g e .  I  h a v e  t a u g h t  a t  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e  a n d  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  A n c h o r a g e  w h e r e  1 was  A r t  D e p a r t m e n t  C h a i r ­
m a n .  I  am n ow  r e t i r e d .

D u r i n g  my t e a c h i n g  t e n u r e  I  a l s o  s e r v e d  o n  t h e  b o a r d s  o f  t h e  
/\r>/-Hr»rage m u s e u m ,  t h e  V i s u a l  A r t s  C e n t e r  o f  A l a s k a  a n d  was 
a p p o i n t e d  t o  s e r v e  o n  t h e  S t a t e  A r t S :  C o u n c i l  b y  tw o  o f  o u r  g o v e r n ­
o r s .  I t  w a s  d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  I  w i t n e s s e d  t h e  i n c r e d i b l e  
g r o w t h  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  a r t s  i n  o u r  s t a t e .  I  h a v e  a l s o  
b e e n  t h e  o w n e r  o f  a n  a r t  g a l l e r y . a s  w e l l  a s  a  p r o d u c i n g  a r t i s t .

T h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  " r ^ ' i n g  tw o  p a r a g r a p h s  i s  s i m p l y  t o  p o i n t  
o u t . . . , i n  s h o r t ,  my l i f e  h a s  b e e n  d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  a r t s .  T h i s  
s am e  d e d i c a t i o n  b y  o t h e r s  a l s o  s e r v i n g  o n  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  C o u n c i l  
o n  t h e  A r t s  b o a r d  l e d  u s  t o  f o r m u l a t e  t h e  1% f o r  A r t  f o r  P u b l i c  
P l a c e s  p r o g r a m .  T h i s  p r o g r a m  was  w i d e l y  s u p p o r t e d  a n d  a p p l a u d e d  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e .  T h e  p o s i t i v e  e f f e c t s  o f  t h i s  p r o g r a m  w i l l  
o u t l i v e  a l l  o f  u s .  M an y  A l a s k a n  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  g r o w  up  r e m e m b e r i n g  
p u b l i c  a r t  a s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  l i v e s .  How d o  I  k n ow  t h i s ?

B e c a u s e :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C on  B u n d e  a n d  I  g r e w  up  i n  t h e  s a m e  s m a l l  
t o w n  i n  s o u t h e r n  M i n n e s o t a .  We l i v e d  o n  t h e  s om e  s t r e e t ,  tw o  
b l o c k s  a p a r t .  H i s  f a m i l y  w a s  o n  my p a p e r  r o u t e .  I n  t h i s  c o m m u n i t y  
o f  1 6 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e  o u r  s c h o o l  h a d  " P u b l i c  A r t " .  A m a z i n g !  I t  w a s  
i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 3 0 ' s .  I t  was  a  WPA f e d e r a l  g r a n t  t h a t  
p u t  i t  i n  p l a c e .

C on  l i v e d  r i g h t  a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  f r o m  F r a n k l i n  S c h o o l ,  i t  was  
a  c o m b i n e  o f  e l e m e n t a r y  a n d  j u n i o r  h i g h  c l a s s e s .

t
I n  t h e  a u d i t o r i u m  o f  t h i s  s c h o o l  w e r e  tw o  l a r g e  h a n d - p a i n t e d  
m u r a l s  d e p i c t i n g  t h e  l i f e  o f  B e n j a m i n  F r a n k l i n ,  t h e  s c h o o l ' s  
n a m e s a k e .  As c h i l d r e n  g r o w i n g  u p  i n  t h a t  s c h o o l  we w e r e  i n  awe 
o f  t h e s e  w o r k s .  T h e r e  w e r e  n o  o t h e r  s c h o o l s  i n  o u r  e n t i r e  c o u n t y  
t h a t  h a d  s u c h  " P u b l i c  A r t "  w o r k s .  I t  was  s p e c i a l .  I t  m ad e  u s  
f e e l  s p e c i a l  a n d  p r i v j u s t  t o  v i e w  i t .  T h e r e  wa s  n o t h i n g  
e l s e  l i k e  i t  i n  t h e  w o r l d . . . .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t o d a y s ' s  s t a n d a r d s  
o u r  f a m i l i e s  w e r e  p o o r ,  b u t  t h e  a r t w o r k  e n r i c h e d  o u r  l i v e s .



F r o m :  K e i t h  A p p e l

MAR-21-97 FRI 1:25 PM

March 20, 1997

P, 2

2

X v i s i t e d  t h e  s am e  s c h o o l  i n  o u r  h o m e t o w n  l a s t  y e a r ,  t h e  m u r a l  
i s  s t i l l  t h e r e .  I t  i s  i n  e x c e l l e n t  c o n d i t i o n ,  i t  i s  s o  p r e c i o u s  
t-r, ,+hp  c o m m u n i t y  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  p e r m a n e n t l y  b l o c k e d  o f f  t h e  
w i n d o w s  i n  t h e  a u d i t o r i u m  s o  t h a t  t h e  s u n l i g h t  w i l l  n o t  d am ag e  
i t  w i t h  u l t r a - v i o l e t  r a y s .  T h e y  o b v i o u s l y  a p p r e c i a t e  i t s  v a l u e .

W h i l e  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  1 t a l k e d  t o  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  a n d  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  
t e a c h e r s ,  t h e y  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a r e  s t i l l  m o s t  a p p r e c i a t i v e  
o f  t h i s  a r t w o r k .  T * =»« i n t r i n s i c  w o r t h  t h a t  h a s  n o t  d i m i n i s h e d
o v e r  a l l  t h e s e  y e a r s .  T h e  s c h o o l  i t s e l f  i s  a l m o s t  s i x t y  y e a r s  o l d  
a n d  i s  s t i l l  i n  g o o d  s h a p e .  S o  i s  t h e  a r t w o r k ,  b u t ,  t h e  v a l u e  o f  
t h e  a r t w o r k  i n c r e a s e s  w h i l e  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  d e c r e a s o s i  
W h a t  a n  i n c r e d i b l e  a n d  f a r s i g h t e d  i n v e s t m e n t .

When R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B u n d e  a n d  1 w e r e  i n  B o y  S c o u t s  t o g e t h e r  we 
u s e d  t o  h o l d  o u r  m e e t i n g s  i n  t h e  g y m n a s i u m  o f  t h e  s c h o o l .  T he  
a u d i t o r i u m  w h e r e  t h e  a r t w o r k  was  i n s t a l l e d  was  r i g h t  a c r o s s  t h e  
h a l l w a y .  I  r e m e m b e r  s n e a k i n g  i n t o  t h e  a u d i t o r i u m  a n d  t u r n i n g  o n  
t h e  l i g h t s  s o  t h a t  we m i g h t  v i e w  t h i s  l a r g e ,  i n s p i r a t i o n a l  w o r k  
o f  a r t  b e f o r e  o u r  s c o u t  m e e t i n g s .  L i t t l e  d i d  I  k n o w  o f  t h e  i m p a c t  
a n d  f u t u r e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  t h a t  i t  m i g h t  h a v e  f o r  s o  m a n y  o f  u s .

T h i s  p a s t  y e a r  I  v i s i t e d  a  l i m e s t o n e  q u a r r y  i n  t h a t  s am e  s o u t h e r n  
M i n n e s o t a  t o w n .  C o n  a n d  I  u s a d  t o  p l a y  i n  i t .  I  s e l e c t e d  s t o n e  
f r o m  t h a t  s a m e  q u a r r y  w h e r e  my g r e a t g r a n d f a t h e r  w o r k e d  a s  t h e  
h e a d  s t o n e  c a r v e r  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 8 0 0 ' s .  T h a t  s am e  q u a r r y  s t o n e  i s  
. .w.. p a r t  o f  a  m u r a l  t h a t  I  i n s t a l l e d  i n  K a s u u n  E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l  
i n  A n c h o r a g e .  I t  i s  " P u b l i c  A r t " ,  T h o  s t u d e n t s ,  f a c u l t y ,  p a r e n t s  
a n d  p e o p l e  h o l d i n g  c o m m u n i t y  m e e t i n g s  t h e r e  s e em  t o  r e a l l y  
a p p r e c i a t e  h a v i n g  i t .  I t  s h o u l d  e a s i l y  o u t l a s t  t h e  b u i l d i n g .

My g r e a t g r a n d f a t h e r  c a r v e d  t h e  e a g l e s  o n  t h e  M i n n e s o t a  S t a t e ' s  
C a p i t o l  r o t u n d a  i n  o w . • . - « ! .  I t  was  " P u b l i c  A r t " .  I t  s t i l l  i s .
T h e  b e s t  man a t  my w e d d i n g  a l s o  w e n t  t o  F r a n k l i n  s c h o o l .  He w e n t  
o n  t o  b e c o m e  a  l e g i s l a t o r  w i t h  a n  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  a r t .  He l i k e d  
t o  s a y  t h a t  h e  h a d  my a r t w o r k  h a n g i n g  i n  h i s  o f f i c e  a n d  my g r e a t ­
g r a n d f a t h e r ' s  a r t w o r k  h a n g i n g  u p s t a i r s .  He was  i m p r e s s e d  b y  t h e  
m u r a l s  i n  o u r  s c h o o l  t o o .
T h e  w h o l e  p o i n t  o f  t h i s  p e r s o n a l  t r e a t i s e  i s  t o  r e m i n d  u s  t h a t  
a l l  a r t  i s  p e r s o n a l  t o  t h e  v i e w e r  d e p e n d i n g  o n  w h a t  t h e y  b r i n g  
w i t h  t h e m  a s  i n d i v i d u a l s .  I n  o u r  a r t s  a n d  o u r  p o l i t i c s  i t  i s  
j u s t  s u c h  p e r s o n a l  t h r e a d s  t h a t  a r e  u s e d  t o  w e a v e  t h e  f a b r i c  
o f  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  o u r  S t a t e  a n d  o u r  c u l t u r e .  I f  we c h o o s e  t o  
r e m o v e  c i t h e r  o n e  o f  t h e s e  we w i l l  h a v e  w e a k e n e d  t h e  f i n a l  
p r o d u c t  i m m e a s u r a b l y  s i n c e  t h e y  a r e  c l o s o l y  i n t e r t w i n e d .

And  w h a t  d o  C o n  a n d  I  r e m e m b e r  a b o u t  o u r  e a r l y  y e a r s  a t  F r a n k l i n  
S c h o o l ?  O u r  f a m i l y ,  o u r  f r i e n d s ,  o u r  t e a c h e r s  a n d  o u r  m u r a l s .
We d o n ' t  r e m e m b e r  a n y t h i n g  much a b o u t  t h e  p o l i t i c s  o f  t h a t  e r a .  
u’u t  h e y ,  we w e r e  j u s t  k i d s . . . .

< d r m  A P P s
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March 19,1997

rc:HB143 HEARING IN H. STATE AFF

Dear Jeannette James:

I am w iling  to urge you not to repeal the Stale Percent for Art Program. HB143 would 
ncgitively effect the two constituencies the program is designed to serve: the public and 
the artists. As an artist I am currently involved with a commission for the new Mirror 
Lake Middle School in Chugiak. I have been lucky enough to have been awarded three 
other one percent projects in the state. The work has had an extremely positive effect on 
my career. They have lead to many jobs in my field.

The biggest public impact o f the repeal would be on Alaska’s schools and children. I 
recently completed an artists in schools program in a school where I have a one percent 
for art project. I was overwhelmed by the outstanding comments about the artwork from 
both the students and staff. The students asked all kinds of questions about the design, 
the process and the installation.

I am well aware o f controversial Percent for Art projects but feel that they are only a few 
~C4Vr* numerous awarded commissions. I am confident that there are projects for 
everyone to enjoy dispSte different artistic tastes.

One percent is not added to the cost of capital projects, rather, once appropriated, it is 
dedicated to public art. If the program is repealed, this percent will be absorbed in other 
costs associated with the projw’..

Percent for Art operates without direct administrative expense. Every dollar spent in the 
Percent for Art program goes directly to the art project. Art commissioned and installed 
under the program becomes a permanent part o f the building. Amortized over the life of a 
building, the cost o f public art is a modest investment in the enhancement o f the public 
environment and quality o f life in Alaska.

Today, there are over one hundred public percent for art programs in the United States. 
The federal government, twenty-nine states, and scores o f cities operate percent for art 
programs. The art produced becomes a testament to what we value as a state and as a 
people. Please don’t take this away from Alaska. It is a legacy for future generations.

Sincerely,

Tr 1' n A. Matthews

cc:Fred Dyson Ivan Ivan
Mark Hodgins A1 Vezey

Ethan Berowilz 
Kim Elton

1 )1  W .  K l . i t !  R a id  
A n c h o r/ if f , A K  0 9 ) 1 }  

P b a m /V A X :  ( 9 0 7 )  3 H -1 )2 V  ( C L A Y )
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March 17,1997

planning

INTERIOR OESION

Jeannette  Jam es 
House of Representatives 
State Capitol, Juneau 99801-1182 
Fax: 907.465.2381

Dear Ms. Jam es:

Recently House Bill 143, to Repeal Percent for Art, came to my attention. I 
am writing you today to urge you to vote against HB 143 and to leave the 
state One Percent for A rt program as it currently stands.

The One Percent for A rt program has been very successful in Alaska and 
has demonstrated fiscal responsibility over the years. The One Percent for 
Art program benefits the public and artists across Alaska. School children 
in particular benefit from this program. For m any children, the One 
Percent for Art program may be their first exposure to a rt (particularly iu 
rural Alaskan communities). Public a rt is an im portant and integral part 
of our culture, and as an architect I value it’s role in public facilities.

I urge you to support and uphold the One Percent for Art program—it’s a 
modest investm ent in the quality of life in Alaska.

Sincerely,

LIVINGSTON SLONE, INC

Tom Livingston, FAIA 
Principal

TOM IIVINGSTCN, AIA 

D0NA10 f .  S'.CHE, PE

LIVINGSTON SlONE, INC 

3900 ARCTIC BOULEVARD 

SURE 301

ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 9953J 5793 

P-7-503 9050 PAX 997.581-4570

TOTAL P.01
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Ellen Frankenstein 
PO Box 6224 

Sitka, Alaska 99835 
907/747-3399 • EFd ick9@ ao l.com

March 17,1997

Dear Representatives of Alaskans 
(Kim Elton & Jeanette James)

This is a letter urging you not to  support HB 143, repealing Alaska's percent for 
Art Program.

This program  supports the creation of arts, the work of state artists and provides 
modeling for the students in the schools where much of the public art is made 
and seen daily. Young people should be exposed to a variety of careers and this is 
one way they can see artists at work, process and product.

Art represents expression. It adds, it raises questions and stimulates thoughts 
about our culture and our values.

This program does not add  to  the budget.

I do not understand .vhy art, one of the signs of a society that reflects and 
critiques itself, is constantly used as a budget scapegoat.

Please support the arts and that includes the state arts council.

I thank you. 1 have been an artist in the schools and recipient of funds from the 
National and State arts and humanities agencies. I am a filmmaker and 
com m unity artist and whenever 1 complete something, many people ask me 
enthusiastically w hat my next project will be. These comments seem to reflect a 
public that supports the arts be it a film, a sculpture, a piece of public art or a 
poem. Please note I have also received funds from businesses and foundations 
from the National Bank to  the Rockefeller Foundation and believe both public 
and private support of the arts in needed.

Also many supposed businesses are heavily subsidized in this country. Not 
everything , as you know, of value must make a profit to be useful to society.

Thank you for your time.
Sincerely,

Ellen Frankenstein

mailto:EFdick9@aol.com
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Je an n e tte  Jam es 
House of R epresentatives 
S tate Capitol, Juneau  99801-1182 
Fax: 907.465.2381

D ear Ms. Jam es:

Recently House Bill 143, to Repeal Percent for Art, came to my atten tion . I 
am w riting you today to urge you to vote against HB 143 and to leave the 
s ta te  One Percent for A rt program  as it curren tly  stands.

The One Percen t for A rt program  has been very successful in Alaska and 
has dem onstrated  fiscal responsibility over the years. The One Percent for 
A rt program  benefits the public and a rtis ts  across Alaska. School children 
in  p articu la r benefit from th is program . For m any children, the  One 
Percent for A rt program  may be th e ir first exposure to a r t  (particu larly  in 
ru ra l A laskan com m unities). Public a r t  is an im portan t and  in tegral p a rt 
of our cu lture, and as an architect I value i t’s role in public facilities.

I urge you to support and uphold the  One Percent for A rt program —it’s a 
m odest investm ent in the quality  of life in Alaska.

Sincerely,

LIVINGSTON SLONE, INC.
ft

Tom L ivingston, FAIA 
P rinc ipa l

i t,
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T he H onorab le  Jean n e tte  James 
C h air
S ta te  A ffairs C o m m ittee  
H ouse o f R epresen tatives 
S ta te  o f  Alaska 
S ta te  C ap ito l, Room  102 
Juneau , A laska 99801-1  182

D ear R epresen tative  James:

Please accep t th e  following te s tim o n y  in opposition  to  H ouse Bill 143:

M v  c o m p an y  is a K etchikan  real e sta te  developer and one o f th is c o m m u n ity ’s larger 
p ro p erty  taxpayers, w ith  assessed v a luation  o f S4.2 m illion. O u r m ain  pro ject, th e  
S pruce  M ill D evelopm ent, cu rren tly  has S6 m illion in co n stru c tio n  in progress for 
com pletion th is spring; wre plan an o th er S20 million by 2000. O ur d evelopm en t projects 
em ploy approxim ately 50  people, and w hen com pleted the  buildings wre co n s tru c t enab le  
K e tch ik an  to  effectively m ark e t goods an d  services to  v isitors and  o th e rs , add in g  to  
overall em p lo y m en t and  incom e.

W e support the  percent for a rt program ; we have v o lu n ta rily  p lanned  som e conspicuous 
public a rt in to  o u r developm ent. O u r reasoning is th a t a rt in public places b road en s b o th  
residents’ and  visitors’ understanding  o f the com m unity  and  en h an ces  th e ir  app rec ia tio n  
of its trad itional and contem porary  cultures. Public art provides w elcom e aes th e tic  relief 
from  th e  w o rk ad ay  business o f  buying an d  selling, giving all w ho see it a glim pse o f 
beau ty , h u m o r an d  o th e r im p o rta n t values during  th e ir  daily  rou tine .

Public art also provides an exam ple an d  stim ulus to  po ten tia lly  creative people. W h ere  
th e  p e rcen t for a r t is used effectively--as a t K etchikan H igh S c h o o l- i t  encourages 
im pressionab le  s tu d en ts  to  express th e ir  ow n a rtis tic  urges and  develop  th e ir  ta len ts. 
C erta in ly  th is shou ld  be a fu n d am en ta l com m u n ity  goal.

March 21,1997

S l'K U C J i M il L  D liV E JL O l'M liN T C O M I'A N Y  
An A laska  I .m iH a l I'a rinc rsh ip . S a lm on  Cnp iln l C o rp .. ( ic n c r i ll Partner 

320 Duck S iil'c I, Su ite 210 ♦ I ’.O , Hnx 627ft ♦ Ketch ikan . A laska  'J 'iW I 
T e l: (007 ) 225-3W2 ♦ l ;nx; (*W ) 225-3‘JfM



Last bu t n o t least, m oney invested in public a rt provides incom e for local artists . Indeed 
th e  percen tage o f these  funds sp en t on local services in K etchikan  seem s q u ite  high.

For th is real e s ta te  developer, K e tch ik an ’s public  a r t  an d  th e  a rtis ts  w ho create  it helps 
m ake  to w n  a good place to  live and  work. W ith o u t it K etchikan  w ould be less 
in te resting , w itty  and  intelligent--a far less appealing  place to  be.

Please m a in ta in  p ercen t for art.

The Honorable Jeannette James

March 21,1997

Page 2

T hanks.

Sincerelv vours,

SPR U C E  M ILL D E V E L O PM E N T  CO.

K ent M iller, P residen t 
Salm on C apital C orp ., G eneral P artn e r

KM:ja



cc:M ail for: Barbara Cotting

S u b j e c t :  f i s c a l  n o t e s
F r o m :  B a r b a r a  C o t t in g  0 3 / 1 3 / 1 9 9 7  0 3 : 4 6  PM

T o :  S H A R L K O C H M A N  @  G O V .S T  A T E .A K .U S  a t C C 2M H S 1

I h a v e  s c h e d u l e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a n d  n e e d  fis c a l  no te (s) :

Thursday, M a r c h  20: H B  143, r e p e a l  a r t  in p u b l i c  p l a c e s  r e q u i r e m e n t



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  March 6,1997

While in Session:
State Cap ito l Building 

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 
907-465-3719 

Fax 907-465 -3258

R e p re s e n ta t iv e  A1 Vezey

M a r c h  6, 1997

From: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  A l  V e z e y
S t a t e  C a p i t o l ,  R m .  13 
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99801 -1182 
(907) 465-3179

To: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J e a n e t t e  J a m e s
C h a i r m a n ,  H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  B l d g .  R o o m  102

Subject: R e q u e s t  f o r  h e a r i n g  o n  H B  143

“An act relating to the art in public places requirements for state-owned 
and state-leased buildings and facilities”.

I r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  a  h e a r i n g  o n  HB 143 i n  t h e  H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  
a t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  p o s s i b l e  o p p o r t u n i t y  a n d  c o n v e n i e n c e  o f  it’s  c h a i r m a n .  I w o u l d  
a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  f a v o r a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  t h i s  r e q u e s t .
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F I S C A L  N O T E

Revision Date: 19-Mar-97
Title:

STATE OF ALASKA

1997 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Repeal Art in Public Places Requirement
Dept. Affected: Education___________

'BRU:

BILL NO. HB 143

School Finance
Component: Education Facilities Support

Sponsor:
Requester:

Vezey
Vezey

E x p e n d i t u r e s / R e v e n u e s :

COMPONENT SERIAL NO.

(Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY98 FY99 FY00 FY01 FY02 FY03
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGES IN REVENUES

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
Other:
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate o f cu rren t year (FY97) cost: S 

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

All Capital Improvement Projects issued by the Department of Education have a contractual obligation to comply with the 
art in public places requirement. Any savings derived by this legislation would be based on future capital appropriations.

Prepared by: Michael Morgan 
Division: Education Support Services X

Approved by Commissioner:
Agency: Department of Education

Shirley J. Holloway, Ph.D.

Phone: 465-1858 
Date: 3/19/97

Date: 3/19/97
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F I S C A L  N O T E

1 0 0 2  F e d e ra l R e c e ip ts
1 0 0 3  G F  M atch
1 0 0 4  G F
1 0 0 5  G F /P ro g ra m  R e c e ip ts
1 0 0 6  G F /M H T IA
Ojhgl________________
T O T A L ______________________

(T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o lla r s )

P E R S O N A L  S E R V IC E S
T R A V E L
C O N T R A C T U A L
S U P P L IE S
E Q U IP M E N T
LAND  & S T R U C T U R E S
G R A N T S , C LA IM S
M IS C E L L A N E O U S
T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G

O P E R A T IN G  E X P E N D IT U R E S

C A P IT A L  E X P E N D IT U R E S i 0 .0 0 .0  1 0 .0 0 .0  1 0 .0  1 0 .0  1

IC H A N G E  IN  R E V E N U E S  (

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB143

1997 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

R ev is io n  D a t e : _______________________________________________________ D ep t. A ffec ted ;_____________ D O T & P F _____________
T itle : An a c t re la t in g  to  the a rt in pub lic  p la c e s  B R U : O ffic e  o f  the  C om m is s io n e r_______
req u irem en ts  fo r  s ta te -ow n ed  an d  s ta te - le a s e d  bu ild in g s an d  fac ilil C om p on en t: C om m is s io n e rs  O ffic e_____________
S p o n s o r : R e p . V e z e y _________________________________________  _______________________________________
R e q u e s te r : S ta te  A ffa irs _________________________________________C O M P O N E N T  S E R IA L  N O . 5 3 0

F U N D  S O U R C E

Estimate o f any current y ea r (FY96) cost: S 0.0
P O S IT IO N S
FU LL -T IM E 0 0 0 0 0 0
P A R T -T IM E 0 0 0 0 0 0
T E M P O R A R Y 0 0 0 0 0 0

A N A L Y S IS : (A ttach  a  s e p a ra te  p a g e  if n e c e s s a ry )______________________________________________________________
The savings of capital monies resulting from cancellation of the “one percent for art" funds (about 
$50,000) would be redirected towards the inclusion of higher quality materials or the construction of 
additional amenities.

P re p a re d  by : 
D iv is ion :

A p p ro v ed  by : 

A gen cy :

M ike D ow n ing , P .E ., D ire c to r
Engineering and Operations.

P h o n e : .
D a te :

4 6 5 - 2 9 6 0
3/19/97

^  ' J o s e p h  L. P e rk in s , C o m m is s io n e r
D ep a r tm en t o f T ra n sp o rta t io n  a n d  P u b lic  F ac ilitie s
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