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Drue Pearce

Sponsor Statem ent For SJR 9

S J R  9  e n c o u ra g e s  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  C o n g re s s  to  p a ss  le g is la tio n  fo r  oil a n d  
g a s  e x p lo ra t io n ,  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  a n d  p ro d u c tio n  on th e  c o a s ta l p la in  o f  th e  
A r c t ic  N a tio n a l  W ild life  R e fu g e .

S JR  9  u rg es  the U nited  S la tes C o n g ress  to pass leg islation  a llow ing  access  to the 
e s tim a te d  10 .000 .000 .000  b a rre ls  o f  recoverab le  oil on the coasta l p lain  o f  the A rctic  
N a tio n a l W ild life  R efuge (A N W R ). This reso lu tion  is supported  by the local residen ts 
o f  th e  c o a s ta l p lain  o f the N orth  S lope B orough  and by a m ajo rity  o f A laskans.

D e v e lo p m e n t o f  the oil and  gas  reso u rces  in A N W R  w ill help to offset dec lin in g  oil 
re v e n u e s  in A laska  and d e c re a s in g  energy  p roduction  nationw ide. C onsid erin g  that 
d e m a n d  fo r c ru d e  oil ro se  in the U nited  S tates by 2.5 percen t in the p ast year, and 
th a t d o m e s tic  p roduction  o f  oil co n tin u es  to decline w hile im port prices increase, the 
su c c e s s fu l d ev e lo p m en t o f  the re so u rces  in this region is o f the utm ost im portance to 
all A m e ric a n s .

F u rth e rm o re , the au tho rs  o f  th is  reso lu tion  express the ir reso lve  to conduct all oil 
an d  g a s  a c tiv itie s  to the  benefit o f  the s ta te ’s w ork force and in a m anner sensitive to 
the  e n v iro n m e n t o f  the A rc tic  N ational W ild life  R efuge. C op ies o f  this reso lu tion  will 
be sen t to the  H onorab le  P res id en t o f  the U nited  S tates. V ice-P residen t. S ecretary  o f 
th e  In te rio r, and  all cu rren t m em b ers  o f  C ongress.



TANANA CHIEFS CONFERENCE,INC.
122 FIRST AVENUE 
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99701 
(907) 452-8251

Testimony to the 
Alaska State Senate on 

SJR 9 titled “Open ANWR. to oil exploration"

we oppose the passage of this resolution and ve urge that 

the resolution remain in committee for further diBCUsaion.

The reoolution speaks to an oil development record of no 

adverse impact to wildlife populations. We clarify for the 

committees' benefit that no development has ever occurred 

directly within a calving ground of any caribou herd in 

Alaska. Prudhoe Bay waa developed near the Central Caribou 

Herds' bull summering population but the calving ground was 

several miles away. Federal and state biologists have 

declared, after many years of scientific research, that the 

Porcupine Caribou Herd could be expected to lose about 10% 

of the herd population per yaax if development were to occur 

within the calving ground. They also concur that the 

migration route could be altered as a result of the 

development in ANWR.

Although we support oil and gas oxploration, we do not 

support any efforts to explore within the calving grounds of 

the Porcupine Caribou Herd.
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February 3, 1997

PROTECT AMERICA'S GREAT WILDZWIESS 
COSPONSOR TUB MORRIS X . HD ALL WILDERNESS ACT

D e a r C o lle a iru e :

I  am w r i t i n g  to  aeelc y o u r  s u p p o r t  and c o a p o n s o rs b ip  o5 th e  M o r r is  
K. U d a l l  W i.'.de m aa s A c t o f  1997 . T h is  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i l l  p ro v id e  
p e rm a n e n t p r o t e c t io n  o f  th e  l . S  m i l l i o n  a c re s  o f  th e  A r c t i c  
n a t io n a l  W i l d l i f e  R e fu g e  (ANWR) c o a s ta l p la in .

The A r c t i c  I le fu g e  c o a s ta l  p la in  i s  a u n iqu e  e co sys te m , e s s e n t ia l  
t o  th e  l i f e  o f  o v e r  200 a p e c ie a  o f  w i l d l i f e .  As th e  tu n d ra  thaw s 
e ach  o p r in g .  th e  c o a s ta l  p la n  cooes a l i v e  w ith  a n  e x t r a o r d in a r y  
v a r i e t y  o f  l . ' lo r a  and  fa u n a .  T he  w e tla n d  g reases* f lo w e r s  and 
o th e r  p la n t  jL l fe  fe e d  o v e r  200 sp e e ia a  o f  w i l d l i f e ,  in c lu d in g  
m uskoxen, mopae, w o lv e s ,  a r c t i c  fo x e s ,  g r i z s l y  and  p o la r  b e e rs .

The  c o a s ta l  fc . la in  I s  h o o t  known as th e  hone o f  th e  1 6 0 .0 00  member 
P o rc u p in e  c tid J o o u  h e r d .  The l a s t  o f  th e  f re e  ro a m in g  h e rd  in  
N o r th  A f lw r i i *  and  one o f  th e  la r g e s t  c a r ib o u  h e rd s  i n  th e  w o r ld ,  
th e  P o rc u p in e  h e rd  m ig ra te s  t o  th e  c o a s ta l p la in  f o r  c a lv in g  and 
p o s t - c a lv in g  e ach  y e a r .  T h is  lam  da cane i s  20 th  c e n tu r y  w indow  t c  
th e  ic e  a g e ; r e f e r r e d  t o  as th e  N o rth "A m e rica n  S e r e n g e t i .

C u r r e n t ly  and gas  d e ve lo p m e n t in  th e  A r c t ic  N a t io n a l  W i l d l i f e  
R e fuge  ia  p r o h ib i t e d .  T h a t im p o r ta n t  p r o h ib i t io n  in s e r te d  by 
C ongressm an i i f io r r is  QTdall i s  now u n d e r a t ta c h  fro m  a h o s t  o f  
s p e c ia l  i n t e r e s t s  s e e k in g  in s t a n t  g r a t i f i c a t i o n  a t  th e  expense o f  
o u r  c h i l d r e i j l s  n a t u r a l  le g a c y .

I f  a c t iv e  oi,.j. e x p lo r a t io n  and deve lopm en t a re  a l lo w e d ,  th e  
s p e c ia l  v a ld e s  o f  th e  f r a g i l e  c o a s ta l p la in  w i l l  b e  l e s t  fo r e v e r .  
A ny d e v e lo p n ^ iic  w o u ld  d a 9 tra y  t h i s  s p e c ta c u la r  w i ld e r n e s s  ar.d 
je o p a r d is e  t^ha s u r v i v a l  o f  th e  c a r ib o u  and o th e r  s p e c ie s .

Even i f  t h i s  I r e fu g e  i s  opened to  deve lopm en t, th e  am ount o f
r e c o v e ra b le  
D e p a r t m e n t  q  
five chance 
re c o v e ra b le

o i l  i n  Cha A r c t i c  R efuge ie  q u e s t io n a b le .  A 1967 
f  I n t e r i o r  r e p o r t  o p t im i s t i c a l l y  f o r e c a s t  a one in  
t h a t  th e  A r c t ic  R e fuge  w ould y ie ld  e c o n o m ic a l ly  
am oun ts  o f  o i l .  O th e r recenc fo r e c a s ts  have

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  re d u c e d  ch6 chances o f  o i l  re c o v e ry .
I.

W hat i s  n o t  Q u e s t io n a b le  la  th e  im pa c t o f  o pe n ing  Che re fu g e .  
A c t iv e  e x p lc f r a c ic n  and d e v o lo p m e n t, in c lu d in g  g r a v e l  And ic e  road  
c o n s t r u c t io n ,  a p i l l s  and o th e r  d is r u p t iv e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  w i l l  
g u a ra n te e  e c o lo g ic a l  d e v a s ta t io n .



ARCTIC O I L  RESERVE
JOBS AND ENERGY 

FOR AMERICA
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ARCTIC POWER

Arctic Power is a grassroots, non-profit organization of Alaska 
citizens organized to promote oil exploration and production within 
the Coastal Plain of ANWR.

Arctic Power has secured more than 10,000 members since its 
inception in mid-1992 and is enrolling new members daily.

Arctic Power membership spans the economic spectrum - including 
miners, fishermen, loggers, tourism operators, transportation 
businesses, labor unions, banks, teachers, the legal community, 
retail firms, service industries, non-profit organizations, Alaska 
Native corporations, local elected officials, and many others. 
Interest groups represented on the Arctic Power board and through 
its membership are The Alaska Support Industry Alliance, the 
Alaska State Chamber of Commerce, the Resource Development 
Council, the Alaska Trucking Association, the Alaska Oil & Gas 
Association, the Anchorage Chamber of Commerce, the Alaska 
Miner's Association, and the Alaska Forest Association.

A statewide board oversees the activities of Arctic Power and 
includes representatives from Barrow to Ketchikan - all regions of 
the state are represented. The board of Arctic Power includes 
businesses from a variety of industry sectors, including but not 
limited to, law firms, trucking businesses, the visitor industry, media 
firms, Native corporations, oilfield service companies and pubic 
relations agencies.

The Alaska congressional delegation has endorsed Arctic Power 
and works closely with the board and staff of the organization.
Arctic Power and the state of Alaska work together in their 
congressional outreach efforts in Washington, D.C.

The organization is committed to securing congressional and 
presidential approval of legislation opening the Coastal Plain 
of ANW R to responsible oil development.

7/96



f February 6, 1997

ARCTIC OIL RESERVE
JOBS AND ENERGY 

FOR AMERICA

4220 B Sifcet. Suite 201 
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Senator Drue Pearce 
State Capitol
Juneau. AK 99801-1182

D ear Senator Pearce,

Thank you for introducing Senate Joint Resolution 9 supporting oil and 
gas developm ent on the Coastal Plain of ANW R. Arctic Pow er strongly 
supports this legislation and its speedy passage.

As you know. Since 1992 Arctic Power has been coordinating A laska’s 
efforts to gain congressional and presidential approval to open the 
C oastal Plain area o f ANW R to oil and gas development. W e work 
closely with A laska’s Congressional Delegation, the G overnor’s Office, 
the A laska Legislature, business community and our individual 
m em bership base to maintain a positive debate on the issue. The 
passage o f  SJR 9  will reaffirm that A laska’s Legislature strongly 
supports Coastal Plain development.

The argum ents supporting developm ent in Coastal Plain have only 
strengthened ''v e r  time. Today, the U.S. is more dependent on foreign 
oil - exceeding 5 2 9F, demand is up and our domestic production is 
continuing to fall. A recent Governm ent Accounting Office report 
estim ated that ou r imports of foreign oil could rise to over SO?c by the 
year 2015. ANW R, considered the highest potential for discovery of a 
very large oil and gas field on the continent of North .America by the 
U.S. D epartm ent o f Interior, could change that decline in domestic 
production and lessen our reliance on foreign oil.

A laska's Arctic development is conducted under the strictest 
environm ental regulations and review in the world, em phasizing great 
care for the animals, people and physical environment. .Alaska’s North 
Slope operators have demonstrated the ability to safely produce oil and 
gas in the region utilizing the best in Arctic technology developed right 
here in Alaska.

Arctic Power appreciates the Legislature’s continued help in working to 
open ANW R for development. Thanks again for introducing SJR 9 and 
assisting in its movement towards passage.

Cam  Toohey, 
Executive Director
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A CASE FOR OIL DEVELOPMENT IN ALASKA

The U.S. imports over 50% of the nation's needed petroleum. These 
oil imports cost more than $55.1 billion a year. These figures are rising and 
could exceed 67% imports by the year 2000.

Beneath a 1.5 million acre tract on the North Slope of Alaska is 
estimated to be between 3 and 9 billion barrels of recoverable oil. This area 
is a specially designated area within the 19 million-acre Arctic National 
Wildlife Refuge (ANWR). Known as the "Coastal Plain", this area was 
designated by Congress in 1981 as requiring special study to determine its 
oil and gas potential and the effects of development on the environment. In 
1987, the Department of Interior recommended development. Congressional 
authorization is required for the Coastal Plain to be open.

Prudhoe Bay, located 60 miles to the west of ANWR, has been 
operating for nearly 20 years and has produced in excess of 10 billion barrels 
of oil during that time. It is among the most environmentally sensitive oil 
operations in the world. Present output at Prudhoe Bay has declined to 1.4 
million barrels per day, and is continuing to decline.

The Coastal Plain of ANWR is America's best bet for the discovery of 
another giant "Prudhoe Bay-sized" oil and gas field in North America. Many 
economic benefits would result:

- The Coastal Plain could produce up to 1.5 million barrels per day fcr
at least 25 years - nearly 25% of current daily U.S. producticr.

- The U.S. would save $14 billion per year in oil imports.
- Between 250,000 and 735,000 jobs are estimated to be created by

development of the Coastal Plain.
- Federal revenues would be enhanced by billions of dollars from

bonus bids, lease rentals, royalties, and taxes.

Advancing technology has greatly reduced the "footprint" of Arctic oil 
development. If Prudhoe Bay were built today, the footprint would be 1,526 
acres, 64% smaller.

Oil and gas development and wildlife are successfully coexisting in 
Alaska's Arctic. For example, the Central Arctic caribou herd at Prudhoe Bay 
has grown from 3,000 to as high as 23,400 during the last 20 years.

More than 75% of Alaskans favor exploration and production in 
ANWR.

The Inupiat Eskimos who live in and near ANWR support onshore oil 
development on the Coastal Plain.

1/16/97
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. l o b s

ARCTIC OIL RESERVE j 0hs that c o u l d  bo created from Coastal Plain
JOBS AND ENERGY developm ent in Alaska: 3 8 ,3 0 0  jo b s
FOR AMERICA
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examples: direct employment in oil exploration and production
service, supplies and transportation sectors 
computer, environmental and local governm ent employment

Number o f direct petroleum industry jobs in Alaska: 1 2 , 8 9 3  j o b s

E co n o m ic  Im p a c t

Dollars spent in A laska from Prudhoe Bay
developm ent since 1980: $ 4 .9  b i l l i o n

(excludes paym ents to State of Alaska)

Alaska vendors doing business in AK oil fields: o v e r  1,500

.Alaska energy expendinnes per capita ranks well over die national average!

P e tro le u m  S ta t is t ic s

Daily consum ption of m otor gasoline in .Alaska: 7 5 0 ,0 0 0  g a llo n s

Daily consumption o f petroleum products in .Alaska- 4 .4  m illio n  gallons

Daily production o f oil produces in Alaska: 61.6 m illion  gallons
(2 5 ^  o f current U.S. domestic production)

Alaska’s reliance on imported foreign oil 0 %
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Dollars Spent in Each State for North Slope Oil Development



735,000 Potential New Jobs if ANWR is Opened to Oil & Gas Leasing
All Numbers Are in Thousands of Jobs
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