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SJR34
Tongass Land Management Plan

mm REGARDING COMPLETION OF THE TONGASS 
LAND MANAGEMENT PLAN, IS BEFORE THE HOUSE 
TODAY FOR CONSIDERATION. THIS RESOLUTION 
& $SED  THE SENATE 19-TO-l. THE COMPANION 
BILL, HJR32,1! SPONSORED BY THE HOUSE RESOURCES 
COMMITTEE, WAS PASSED WITH 5DP - 3NR. ,
THE PURPOSE OF THIS RESOLUTION IS TWO-FOLD.
FIRST, IT ENCOURAGES THE U.S. FOREST SERVIGE TO 
BRING THE DECADE-LONG DEVELOPMENT OF THE~ ------- .jv/mnmtuj.:..■;-A-. -•TONGASS LAND MANAGEMENT PLAN (TLMP) TO A 
CONCLUSION SO THE PEOPLE AND COMMUNITIES OF 
SOUTHEAST ALASKA CAN MOVE FORWARD WITH

* '  ~ ~ , • T il-THEIR ECONOMIC AND PERSONAL LIVES WITH SOMEi 
DEGREE OF CERTAINTY.
SECONDLY, THE RESOLUTION ENDORSES CONTINUED 
OVERSIGHT BY CONGRESS AND THE ALASKA

I
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”! s l  STARTS, INTERVENESAFTER A- 
F
SEVERAL PUBLIC REVIEW DRAFTS, THE 
SERVICE APPEARS POISED TO MAKE THEIR 
DECISION ON HOW THE TONGASS NATIONAL 
FOREST WILL BE MANAGED FOR THE NEXT TEN TO 
FIFTEEN YEARS.
THE SOUTHEAST ECONOMY HAS LOST $60 MILLION 
IN FOREST PRODUCTS PAYROLL SINCE 1990 AND 
HALF ITS TIMBER JOBS SINCE THE ORIGINAL TLMP. 
AVAILABLE TIMBER SUPPLY CONTINUES ITS
STEADY DESPITE
FACT THAT ANALYSIS OF THE SCIENTIFIC DATA 
DOES NOT ESTABLISH ANY DECLINE IN SPECIES 
AFTER NEARLY HALF A CENTURY OF LOGGING ON 
THE TONGASS.
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ON DECEMBER 20, 1996, GOVERNOR KNOWLES' 
SOUTHEAST REGIONAL TIMBER TASK FORCE PASSED 
A RESOLUTION URGING THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 
TO FINALIZE THE PLAN FOR TIMBER HARVEST 
FROM THE TONGASS NATIONAL FOREST. THE TASK 
FORCE CALLED FOR A MINIMUM ANNUAL HARVEST 
LEVEL OF 300 MILLION BOARD FEET (MMBF) FROM 
THE TONGASS IN ORDER TO REESTABLISH A 
VIABLE, INTEGRATED TIMBER INDUSTRY. 300 
MMBF IS THE VOLUME SELECTED BY THE FOREST 
SUPERVISORS AS THE PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE IN 
THE DRAFT TLMP.
THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT MUST NOT DELAY 
FINALIZATION OF THE TONGASS LAND  
MANAGEMENT PLAN. THIS RESOLUTION SUPPORTS 
A MINIMUM HARVEST LEVEL OF 300 MMBF AND 
THE EXPEDITED COMPLETION OF THE TLMP 
PROCESS.
I URGE YOUR SUPPORT OF THIS RESOLUTION.



APR 0 7  1997 STATE CAPITOL
S JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801-1182

(907) 465-4925 
(800) 821-4925 (TOLL FREE) 

(907) 465-3517 (FAX)

S en a to r  Terry  M ack ie
ALASKA STATE LEG ISLA TU RE

SENATE DISTRICT C 
KODIAK ISLAND 
SOUTHEAST ISLANDS

April 7, 1997

M E M O R A N D U M

T o : R e p . H u d s o n , C o - c h a i r
R e p . O g a n , C o -c h a ii  
H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s / C  m m it te e

F r o m : S e n . M a c k ie

R e :  S c h e d u le  r e q u e s f  f o r  S J R  2 4 , T o n g a s s  L a n d  M a n a g e m e n t  P la n

I w o u ld  a p p r e c ia te  th e  s c h e d u l in g  o f  S J R  2 4  fo r  a  h e a r in g  b e fo re  th e  
c o m m i t t e e  a t  y o u r  e a r l i e s t  c o n v e n ie n c e .  T h is  r e s o lu t io n  is  s im i la r  to  
H J R  3 2  w h ic h  r e c e iv e d  f a v o r a b le  c o n s id e r a t io n  b y  th e  c o m m it t e e  
e a r l i e r .  A t ta c h e d  is  a  s p o n s o r  s ta te m e n t .  P le a s e  c a l l  i f  y o u  n e e d  
a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t io n .



SENATE DISTRICT C 
KODIAK ISLAND 
SOUTHEAST ISLANDS

STATE CAPITOL 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801-1182 

(907) 465-4925 
(800) 821-4925 (TOLL FREE) 

(907) 465-3517 (FAX)

S en a to r  Terry  M a c k ie
ALASKA STATE LEG ISLA TU R E 

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T

S J R  2 4 , T o n g a s s  L a n d  U s e  P la n

T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  S J R  2 4  is  tw o - fo ld .  F i r s t ,  i t  e n c o u r a g e s  th e  U .S . F o r e s t  

S e r v ic e  to  b r in g  th e  d e c a d e - lo n g  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  th e  T o n g a s s  L a n d  

M a n a g e m e n t  P la n  ( T L M P )  to  a  c o n c lu s io n  s o  th e  p e o p le  a n d  

c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  S o u th e a s t  A la s k a  c a n  m o v e  f o r w a r d  w i th  t h e i r  

e c o n o m ic  a n d  p e r s o n a l  l iv e s  w ith  s o m e  d e g r e e  o f  c e r t a in ty .  T h e  

r e s o l u t i o n  s u p p o r t s  a  l e v e l  o f  t im b e r  h a r v e s t  f ro m  th e  T o n g a s s  

N a t io n a l  F o r e s t  s u f f i c i e n t  to  s u s ta in  a  f o r e s t  p r o d u c t  i n d u s t r y  a n d  

p r e v e n t  f u r t h e r  j o b  lo s s  a n d  e c o n o m ic  d i s r u p t io n  in  S o u th e a s t  

A l a s k a .

S e c o n d ly ,  th e  r e s o l u t i o n  e n d o r s e s  c o n t in u e d  o v e r s ig h t  b y  C o n g r e s s  

a n d  th e  A la s k a  C o n g r e s s io n a l  d e le g a t io n  o f  F o r e s t  S e r v ic e  

m a n a g e m e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  r e l a t i n g  to  th e  T o n g a s s .  T h is  e n d o r s e m e n t  

u r g e s  r e v i e w  o f  th e  a n a ly s e s  a n d  p r o c e d u r e s  e m p lo y e d  b y  th e  F o r e s t  

S e -  ' i c e  to  e n s u r e  th a t  d e c i s io n s  a f f e c t in g  th e  s o c ia l  a n d  e c o n o m ic  

w i  . - b e in g  o f  S o u t h e a s t  c o m m u n i t i e s  a r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  a n d  

s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  c r e d i b l e .

A f t e r  a  d e c a d e  o f  f a l s e  s t a r t s ,  i n te r v e n in g  f e d e r a l  l e g i s l a t io n ,  c o u r t  

d e c i s io n s  a n d  s e v e r a l  p u b l ic  r e v ie w  d r a f t s ,  th e  F o r e s t  S e r v ic e  

a p p e a r s  p o is e d  to  a d o p t  a  f in a l  v e r s io n  o f  th e  la n d  u s e  m a n a g e m e n t  

p la n  f o r  th e  T o n g a s s .  D u r in g  th is  t im e  p e r io d  th e  S o u th e a s t  e c o n o m y  

h a s  l o s t  $ 6 0  m il l io n  in  f o r e s t  p r o d u c ts  p a y r o l l  a n d  h a l f  o f  i ts  t im b e r  

j o b s .  T h e  c o n t in u in g  d e c l in e  in  a v a i l a b le  t im b e r  s u p p ly  h a s  c lo s e d



tw o  p u lp  m il ls  a n d  o n e  s a w m il l .  W ith o u t  a  p la n  th a t  e n s u re s  s o m e  

le v e l  o f  h a r v e s t in g ,  th e  e x is t e n c e  o f  a n y  f o r e s t  p r o d u c t  i n d u s t r y  in  

S o u t h e a s t  A la s k a  is  i m p r o b a b le .

O n  D e c e m b e r  2 0 , 1 9 9 6  th e  S o u th e a s t  R e g io n a l  T im b e r  T a s k  F o r c e  

p a s s e d  a  r e s o lu t io n  u r g in g  th e  F e d e ra l  g o v e r n m e n t  to  f in a l iz e  a  p la n  

f o r  t im b e r  h a r v e s t  in  th e  T o n g a s s .  T h e  T a s k  F o r c e  d e te r m in e d  th a t  a  

m in im u m  a n n u a l  h a r v e s t  le v e l  o f  3 0 0  m il l io n  b o a rd  f e e t  ( M M B F )  w a s  

n e c e s s a r y  to  r e e s t a b l i s h  a  v ia b le ,  in t e g r a t e d  t im b e r  i n d u s t r y .  T h is  

v o lu m e  h a s  b e e n  s e le c te d  b y  s e v e r a l  F o r e s t  S u p e r v is o r s  o f  th e  

T o n g a s s  a s  th e  p r e f e r r e d  a l t e r n a t iv e  in  p r e v io u s  d r a f t s  o f  T L M P .

A n y  d e la y  in  th e  f in a l iz a t io n  o f  th e  T o n g a s s  L a n d  M a n a g e m e n t  P la n  

is  d e t r im e n ta l  to  th e  s o c ia l  a n d  e c o n o m ic  s ta b i l i ty  o f  S o u th e a s t  

A la s k a .  A  p la n  th a t  a d o p ts  a  m in im u m  3 0 0  M M B F  t im b e r  s u p p ly  

w i l l  s te m  th e  c u r r e n t  d e c l i n e  a n a  th e  a s s o c ia te d  e c o n o m ic  d e p r e s s io n  

o f  S o u t h e a s t  c o m m u n i t i e s  d e p e n d e n t  o n  th e  f o r e s t  p r o d u c t  in d u s t r y .  

S J R  2 4  r e q u e s t s  th e  c o m p le t io n  o f  th e  lo n g  d e la y e d  p la n  a n d  th a t  it  

i n c lu d e  a  3 0 0  M M B F  t im b e r  h a rv e s t  le v e l .
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COM M ENTS R ELA TIN G  TO  S J R  24 
W ITH R E SPEC T TO 

TIM B ER  TASK FO R C E RESO LU TIO N

The G overnor’s T im ber T ask  Force  adopted a  reso lu tion  saying an annual tim ber harvest 
o f  300 M M BF is necessary  for there  to  be any h o p e  o f  re-creating  and sustain ing a  strong , 
diversified, value-added tim ber industry in S ou theast Alaska.

In the days since, opponen ts w ho w ant a low er level o f  harvest have m ade m uch  o f  the 
“com m unity count” v o te  on the  T ask  F o rc e 's  resolution.

The “actual count” o f  T ask  Force m em bers vo ting  w as ten  for, fou r against. V oting  
against w ere  the M ayor o f  Petersburg, the M ayor o f  Sitka, John  Sisk (described  as the 
SEA A C liaison), and Jim  M ackovjak (representing  the  com m unities o f  the  T ongass C om ­
m unity Alliance).

O pponents have m ade m uch o f  the fact that, because the  Tongass C om m unity Alliance 
represents six small com m unities, the “com m unity coun t” on the  T ask  F o rc e ’s resolution 
w as five for, eight against. (  K etchikan B orough, K etchikan  City, W rangell, T hom e Bay, 
and M etlikatla vo ted  for - Petersburg , Sitka, and “absen t” T ongass C om m unity  Alliance 
m em bers G ustavus, Pelican, Tennakee, Elfin C ove, P o rt A lexander, and P o in t B aker voted  
against).

The Tongass Com m unity Alliance w as form ed to  be a counterbalance to  S ou theast C on­
ference in the Tongass Land M anagem ent P lan debate. T he C onference is generally  p ro ­
developm ent, the A lliance is anti-developm ent, particularly  w ith  respec t to  the tim ber in­
dustry.

H ad Southeast C onference been nam ed to the G o v ern o r’s T im ber T ask  F o rce  and had it 
voted in favor o f  the T ask  F o rce’s resolution, p roponen ts  w ould  have been able to  claim 
that, on the basis o f  the num ber o f  com m unities rep resen ted  by the C onference  and the 
Alliance, the vo te  w ould  have been nineteen fo r the resolution, eight against.
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