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SIR34
Tongass Land Management Plan

M REGARDING COMPLETION OF THE TONGASS
LAND MANAGEMENT PLAN. IS BEFORE THE HOUSE
TODAY FOR CONSIDERATION. THIS RESOLUTION
&$SED THE SENATE 10-TO-. THE COMPANION
BILL. HJR32.1SPONSORED BY THE HOUSE RESOURCES
COMMITTEE. WAS PASSED WITH 50P - 3NR. |

THE PURPOSE OF THIS RESOLUTION IS TWOQ-FOLD.

FIRST, IT ENCOURAGES THE U.S. FOREST SERVIGE TO
BRING THE DECADELONG DEVEIOPHIENT OF THE
TONGASS LAND MANAGEMENT BLAN (TLMP) TO A
CONCLUSION SO THE PEOPLE AND COMMUNITIES OF
SOUTHEAST ALASKA CAN MOVE FORWARD WITH
THEIR ECONOMIC AND PERSONAL LIVES WITH SOMEi
DEGREE OF CERTAINTY.

SECONDLY, THE RESOLUTION ENDORSES CONTINUED
OVERSIGHT BY CONGRESS AND THE ALASKA




éFTER A wwe 15| STARTS, INTERVENES
SEVERAL PUBLIC REVIEW DRAFTS, THE

SERVICE APPEARS POISED TO MAKE THEIR
DECISION ON HOW THE TONGASS NATIONAL
FOREST WILL BE MANAGED FOR THE NEXT TEN TO

FIFTEEN YEARS.

THE SOUTHEAST ECONOMY HAS LOST $60 MILLION
IN FOREST PRODUCTS PAYROLL SINCE 1990 AND
HALF ITS TIMBER JOBS SINCE THE ORIGINAL TLMP.
AVAILABLE TIMBER SUPPLY CONTINUES ITS
STEADY DESPITE

FACT THAT ANALYSIS OF THE SCIENTIFIC DATA
DOES NOT ESTABLISH ANY DECLINE IN SPECIES
AFTER NEARLY HALF A CENTURY OF LOGGING ON

THE TONGASS.



ON DECEMBER 20, 1996, GOVERNOR KNOWLES'
SOUTHEAST REGIONAL TIMBER TASK FORCE PASSED
ARESOLUTION URGING THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
TO FINALIZE THE PLAN FOR TIMBER HARVEST
FROM THE TONGASS NATIONAL FOREST. THE TASK
FORCE CALLED FOR A MINIMUM ANNUAL HARVEST
LEVEL OF 300 MILLION BOARD FEETE(I\/II\/IB-) FROM
THE TONGASS IN_ ORDER TO REESTABLISH A
VIABLE, INTEGRATED TIMBER INDUSTRY. 300
MMBF 1S THE VOLUME SELECTED BY THE FOREST

UPERVISORS AS THE PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE IN

S
THE DRAFT TLMP.

E-E FEDERAL GOVERNMENT MUST NOT DELAY
M

0

ST
NALIZATION ~OF _THE TONGASS LAND
ANAGEMENT PLAN. THIS RESQLUTION SUPPORTS
A MINIMUM HARVEST LEVEL OF 300 MMBF AND
E-IE EXPEDITED COMPLETION OF THE TLMP
|

ROCESS.
URGE YOUR SUPPORT OF THIS RESOLUTION.




APR 07 1997
SENATE DISTRICT C S
KODIAK ISLAND
SOUTHEAST ISLANDS

Senator Terry M ackie

ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

April 7, 1997
MEMORANDUM

To: Rep. Hudson, Co-chair
Rep. Ogan, Co-chaii

Resources/C mmittee

House

From: Sen. Mackie

STATE CAPITOL

JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801-1182
(907) 465-4925

(800) 821-4925 (TOLL FREE)
(907) 465-3517 (FAX)

Re: Schedule requesf for SJIR 24, Tongass Land Management Plan

I would appreciate the scheduling of SJR 24 for a hearing before the

committee at your earliest convenience. This resolution is
favorable consideration by the committee
if you need

HJR 32 which received
Attached is a sponsor statement.

information.

earlier. Please call

additional

similar to



STATE CAPITOL

JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801-1182
(907) 465-4925

(800) 821-4925 (TOLL FREE)
(907) 465-3517 (FAX)

SENATE DISTRICT C
KODIAK ISLAND
SOUTHEAST ISLANDS

Senator Terry Mackie

ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE
SPONSOR STATEMENT

SJR 24, Tongass Land Use Plan

The purpose of SJR 24 is two-fold. First, it encourages the U.S. Forest
Service to bring the decade-long development of the Tongass Land
Management Plan (TLMP) to a conclusion so the people and
communities of Southeast Alaska can move forward with their
economic and personal lives with some degree of certainty. The
resolution supports a level of timber harvest from the Tongass

N ational Forest sufficient to sustain a forest product industry and

prevent further job Iloss and economic disruption in Southeast

Alaska.

Secondly, the resolution endorses continued oversight by Congress
and the Alaska Congressional delegation of Forest Service
management activities relating to the Tongass. This endorsement
urges review of the analyses and procedures employed by the Forest
Se-'ice to ensure that decisions affecting the social and economic

wi .-being of Southeast communities are appropriate and

scientifically credible.

After a decade of false starts, intervening federal legislation, court
decisions and several public review drafts, the Forest Service
appears poised to adopt a final version of the land use management
plan for the Tongass. During this time period the Southeast economy
has lost $60 million in forest products payroll and half of its timber

jobs. The continuing decline in available timber supply has closed



two pulp mills and one sawmill. Without a plan that ensures some
level of harvesting, the existence of any forest product industry in

Southeast Alaska is improbable.

On December 20, 1996 the Southeast Regional Timber Task Force
passed a resolution urging the Federal government to finalize a plan
for timber harvest in the Tongass. The Task Force determined that a
minimum annual harvest level of 300 million board feet (MMBF) was
necessary to reestablish a viable, integrated timber industry. This
volume has been selected by several Forest Supervisors of the

Tongass as the preferred alternative in previous drafts of TLMP.

Any delay in the finalization of the Tongass Land Management Plan
is detrimental to the social and economic stability of Southeast
Alaska. A plan that adopts a minimum 300 MMBF timber supply
will stem the current decline ana the associated economic depression
of Southeast communities dependent on the forest product industry.
SJR 24 requests the completion of the long delayed plan and that it
include a 300 MMBF timber harvest level.
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COMMENTS RELATING TO SJR 24
WITH RESPECT TO
TIMBER TASK FORCE RESOLUTION

The Governor’s Timber Task Force adopted a resolution saying an annual timber harvest
0f 300 MMBF is necessary for there to be any hope ofre-creating and sustaining a strong,
diversified, value-added timber industry in Southeast Alaska.

In the days since, opponents who want a lower level of harvest have made much of the
“community count” vote on the Task Force's resolution.

The *actual count” of Task Force members voting was ten for, four against. Voting
against were the Mayor of Petersburg, the Mayor of Sitka, John Sisk (described as the
SEAAC liaison), and Jim Mackovjak (representing the communities of the Tongass Com-

munity Alliance).

Opponents have made much of the fact that, because the Tongass Community Alliance
represents six small communities, the “community count” on the Task Force’s resolution
was five for, eight against. ( Ketchikan Borough, Ketchikan City, Wrangell, Thome Bay,
and Metlikatla voted for - Petersburg, Sitka, and “absent” Tongass Community Alliance
members Gustavus, Pelican, Tennakee, Elfin Cove, Port Alexander, and Point Baker voted

against).

The Tongass Community Alliance was formed to be a counterbalance to Southeast Con-
ference in the Tongass Land Management Plan debate. The Conference is generally pro-
development, the Alliance is anti-development, particularly with respect to the timber in-

dustry.

Had Southeast Conference been named to the Governor’s Timber Task Force and had it
voted in favor of the Task Force’s resolution, proponents would have been able to claim
that, on the basis of the number of communities represented by the Conference and the
Alliance, the vote would have been nineteen for the resolution, eight against.






