


FISCAL NOTE 1

STA TE  O F  A LA SK A
1997 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESSION
R e v is io n  D a le  4/9/97__________________
T itle

Bill Vcrsitm:_

(S) Publish Dale\ _ J tzS £ f̂ L

Suppo rtin g  u s e  o f fu rb e a re r re so u rc e
D ept. A ffected_ 
BRU  _
C om ponen t

S p o n so r
R e q u e s te r

W ilk e n

E x p en d itu res /R ev en u es

C om ponen t S e ria l No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)
O P E R A T IN G  EX P EN D IT U R E S FY  98 FY 99 FY 00 FY 01 FY 02 FY 03
P e rso n a l S e rv ic e s  
T ra v e l 
C on tra c tu a l 
S u p p lie s  
E q u ipm en t 
L an d  & S tru c tu re s  
G ra n ts  & C la im s  
M is c e lla n e o u s

TO T A L  O PE R A T IN G 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

IC A P IT A L  E X P E N D IT U R E S  ! | j

IC H A N G E  IN  R E V E N U E S  T ]  ! I I i I
FU N D  SO U R C E  (T ho u sa n d s  o f D o lla rs)
1002 F e d e ra l R e c e ip ts
1003 G F  M a tch
1004 G F
1005 GF/P rogram  R e ce ip ts  
1037 GF/M enta l H ea lth
1091 D e s ig n a te d  P ro g ram  R e ce ip ts

TO TA L 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

E s t im a te  o f  a n y  c u r r e n t  y e a r  (FY97) c o s t :  

PO S IT IO N S

0.0

Full- tim e
Part-time
T em po ra ry

A N A L Y S IS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)

This resolution will have no fiscal impact on stale agencies.

S e n a te  R esou rces ,C om m 'rtte s P hone 465-4907
D iv is io n D ate
A pp ro ved  b y

V
S e n a to r R ick  H alford, C h a irm an [/ Date 4/21/97

A g e n c y I

P R E P A R E R  TO  PR O V ID E  A LL  D ISTR IB U T IO N  C O P IE S  TO G O VERNO R 'S  LE G IS LA T IV E  O FF IC E
For further distribution Information, call the Governor’s Legislative Office

(n»vii/e«)87FNFonMXLS Page__ 1__



ALASKA OUTDOOR COUNCIL, INC.

January 2, 1997

P.O. Box 73902 
Fairbanks, AK 99707-3902 

907-455-4262 ph/FAX

U.S. Fish &  Wildlife Service 
Division o f  Refuges 
A ttention: T rapping  Project 
4401 N. Fairfax Drive, Rm 670 
Arlington, V A  22203

To whom it may concern:

This letter responds to your solicitation o f  com m ents regarding the use o f  "animal traps' or "steel 
jaw  leghold traps" in the National Wildlife Refuge System on behalf o f  the Alaska O utdoor 
Council.

The Council is a statew ide Alaskan umbrella organization com prised o f  over 50 conservation - 
ou tdoor u ser clubs plus 1100 individual members w ith a total membership o f  about 12,000. The 
purposes o f  the O u tdoor Council are to prom ote sound scientific fish and wildlife and habitat 
m anagem ent, public access to public resources consistent w ith the A laska state constitution, and 
ethical uses o f  these resources. As the official sta te  association o f  the N ational Rifle Association, 
the Council also supports the individual right to  keep and bear arms, and safe, ethical, legal 
firearm uses.

The Council advocates fishing, hunting, trapping and other ou tdoor activities. These activities are 
regularly challenged at local, state and federal governm ent levels by various groups and 
individuals. The Council supports well regulated fish, wildlife and habitat uses, but opposes 
unsound and discrim inatory laws. The Council categorically rejects argum ents that fishing, 
hunting and trapping should be prohibited. Such argum ents are not based on fact, reflect an 
unacceptable intolerance o f  others' values, and threaten the traditional values and lifestyles o f 
fishers, hunters, trappers and many others.

Trapping fiirbearers is a way o f  life for thousands o f  Alaskans, and an im portant element o f
Alaskan lifestyles for thousands more. Trapping provides income fo r people living where jobs are
scarce and fo r those w ho need supplementary incom e and are willing to  w ork fo r it. Trapping
provides furs widely used for practical Alaskan w inter clothing. Trapping contributes to scientific '
m anagem ent o f  wildlife resources.

A llliia tea  with National Rltlo Association



The main kinds o f  "animal traps" used in Alaska are leghold traps, snares, and body-grip traps. 
Leghold traps are most com mon and are used for species ranging from weasels to wolves.
Leghold traps are sometimes used for bears and o ther species by wildlife agencies for research, 
m anagem ent, and depredation control

Snares probably rank second in extent o f  use. The use o f  bodygrip traps is increasing, but is 
probably still third in the extent o f  uses

.Alaska contains 76 million acres o f  National Wildlife R efuge lands. That's about 85 %  o f  th e ,  
entire N ational Wildlife Refuge system acreage. M ost federal refuges in Alaska were established 
by the .Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act (ANILCA). The lands designated 
"refuge" in .ANILCA w ere mostly those with im portant wildlife populations and habitats. All have 
supported  trapping using steel traps, snares and hom e-m ade traps for up to 200 or more years. 
Historically, trapping intensity varied from highly com mercialized with high harvests to limited 
personal use. depending on various social, political and econom ic factors.

N one o f  that detracted from the suitability o f  these areas for Refuge designation by ANILCA. 
Indeed, the rallying cry was to preserve these pristine ecosystem s..

Because the Alaski-r refuges (85%  o f  the entire refuge system) were designated on prime wildlife 
lands, they almost ays surrounded num erous tow ns and villages. People o f  these tow ns and 
villages fish, hunt, n .p and gather natural resources as part o f  their lifestyle and life support.
They use steel traps, snares, bodygrip traps, guns, boats, snowgos, etc. People from larger towns 
also fish, hunt and trap on refuges-m anv  o f them trap as pan  o f  their livelihood and lifestyle, just 
as local people do.

There is no evidence that trapping as regulated over the last 40 to  50 years has caused ecological 
problem s on anv o f  the refuges. There is no reason to believe that traps as a capture tool will 
cause conservation problems in the future.

If  future conservation problems arise it will be because ANTLCA's "customary and traditional" 
language allows for fishing, hunting and trapping with no closed season and no bag limit under the 
rural subsistence priority, not because traps o r any other particular tool o r tolls are used.

There are not endangered species subject to trapping on refuges in A laska-85 % o f  the entire 
federal refuge system.

Wildlife lives and dies by tooth  and claw, disease and starvation. Big animals eat little animals.
Prey is often eaten while still alive-bleeding, broken, disemboweled, struggling to escape while 
pieces are to m  from its body, until it can struggle no more. Animals die lingering deaths if  small 
game, mice, berries, moose, caribou or other foods are scarce. Beaver get frozen in, unable to 
reach their fe e d -o r  flooded out, drowning kits in spring. While some trapping techniques do 
cause physical trauma to trapped animals, trapping can scarcely be more inhumane than nature. In



general, trappers work to minimize physical dam age to fiirbearers for tw o reasons: a) they wish 
to minimize physical trauma and suffering; and b) for economic and esthetic reasons, they wish to 
minimize dam age to the furs they've worked hard to obtain.

In summary’, there are no substantive reasons to categorically propose elimination or significant 
restriction o f  the use o f  traps on federal refuges, and certainly not on the 85%  o f  the refuge 
system in Alaska

P S. .Alaska is also affected by trapping practices on low er 48 refuges. W aterfowl populations 
that m igrate between .Alaska and the lower 48 can be severely impacted by high populations o f 
skunk, raccoon, and other furbearing predators. There is no need to further discourage the 
trapping o f  these abundant predators on refuges.

Sincerely,

Richard H. Bishop 
Executive D irector
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Still nlitt u/un fiord, Ait ndio-eoUartc wolf, firm  a f in  ih  group ■nhairltwf ihe TuLn-Qurlej Ritiri f fo i r n l  hiicrvt, spent cl Uuit
I reek in a •xin nuirr The Her ■reu lured hj 4 dtadcaribou, (aught in inaus at this sarr.trftftt,''three da) ( (aught by the f a t  and.'

Two ycarj ago., public opposition :o any wolf 
conrml measure that puts w iv  noose* around 
wolw’f' Irgs and ncckr and 'oaves then; :n die snow 
tn suffer slow, agonizing deaths, hc'prti «*.tspc—:cl 
Alaska’s wolf romrol program.

Now. an intensive, privately organized woll’ 
control program is underway on public land? • 
within the Yukon-Ghzrlcy Rivers National firmer.-.-, 
and other arras of the forty mile caribou range 
supported by your tax dollar*, but without yrv.r 
knowledge or cement.

T he National Pari Sen ice radio-ec'iaird 
wolves ar raxpayer expense, then gave ;hc frcgu'.” '- 
firs to '.he Alaska Department of I ish .old L»«ur.e, 
enabling that ag.-ncv to radio track :hr wcr.e.; reg­
ularly. ADI'&C biologists then provid-w! mtorrri •- 
lion about the wolvc-S travel patterns do*;- <*d Ircir. 
tracking them with radio collar^ to wolf trappers.

Lured by the pnmiisc of a 34mj per wolf p-.-tt 
bounty olfercd Ivy the Alaska T r.tp jv s  Aa:oC:afion

and others, trappers have deployed hundreds of 
indiscriminate wire snares barbaric devices y-iiich 
ensure prolonged suffering for the wolves, coyotes,. ’ ,f 
foxes, Ivnx, caribou, and other animals caught i n .. 
them. The “saturation snaring’ - a disaster f o r . . I  
cm be ecosyrtcnis is the land-based c q t^ lc r j j  
drifrr.ct fishing, which is now condenineo wdflflT 
wide. .

To make matters worse, .Alaska isibc only st ĵe ' 
in ihc union that doesn’t require aappers to ’cKcdfT’'  *' 
their snares and traps rcgularlv. The wclf pictured . .  
above, as weii as four caribou captured at the same" J  
snare sight, are some of the latest known v-iainis of 
cnis outrage:.

Please write to: The Honorahlc Tony Knowles, 
Governor ot A usL i,.R O .Jlox  TJOOOl, Jutieau,. _  
Alaska f '9 3 l! ilOOl. Tell him you want an immedi­
ate closure to woll snaring, trapping ana hunting i n \  
the area of the private bounty and a halt to ‘'sa tu -' 
ration snaring” statewide.

VES.-I AGREE WITH rftlENDS CP AN'MAL£ "HAT - /C lV it  CAo pco  >*,0 OTHE^ ANVAlS SHOULD NOT BE VICTIMS Or BARt^AIC 
SNARES AND '.EChOLD TRAPS I WOJLD LIaC TC jC iN ^N v n ::£ iV £  rCA S 0 .  MVcflLY MEMBERSHIP MAGAZINE ACTION LINE. WHlCH 
W ict r  EEP ME UPDATED CN WHAT *0A IS DONG T0  ra C r=CT VOLVCS AND OTHER V/ilCU 'E IN ALASKA AJID AROUND T11C WORip

ENCLOSEO '6 UV CONATION TO FRIENDS CP ANIMALS FOR__

NAUC   ATWEi-'- —---------  ----
K5. -«W. -rw . -wL.. ■:

state. .  O P -

f r i e n o s c f  a n im a ls  (e « A / IS A  n o n . p . i o -17 .m e : . io ; . iS - - * - v p u a m z a .  Cricinrlo Animalo "

TION WHICH HAS OCCN PRCTECTINC. ANIVAlS — ??.• CPuV. •. *P'.SF |  f l C l  l U O  O i  / A l  i l l  I  I q I O  
AND IN<?TlTUr0 hAL7 ED EXPLOITATION A A :UN1 - i r .v c r - . r  ':INvS •)*.* TT7 A0»V AOAO.  OAAI CN,  CT 3 1 4 1 0  A (

wsr.:



MERCHANDISE ORDER FORM
Item Color 2nd Color* Size Price Total

•

I 9

I

Merchandise Total =

elude 2nd color choice when ordering T-shirts and sweatshirts.

T otal E nclosed  = ^ ___________include
(1

S H I P  T O :
N a m e ______
A d d r e s s ____
City________ State Zip

DERS We can no longer 
4 drawn on foreign banks. 
VT be in U.S. dollars. 
Iditional $5.00 mailing 
>n all foreign orders.

MAIL ORDER WITH PAYMENT TO: 
The Alaska Wildlife Alliance,
P.O. Box 202022, Anchorage, AK 
99520-2022.

Wolf 
Video

The shocking video o f Alaska's 
wolves trapped in snares. Filmed in 
December 1994, this video forced 
Alaska's governor to cancel the wolf- 
killing program for 1995. Proceeds 
support Dr. Gordon Haber.

A Great 
Education Tool!

O rig ina l, uned ited  version 
(35 m inu tes): O n ly  $20
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*  A L A SK A  LA N D  A C R E A G E  SU M M A R Y
DECEM BER 31, 1989

M illions o f  A cres % of T o tal

T o ta l  L a n d .A la s k a , .........................................................................  367.7 100.0%

S ta te  L a n d  E n tit le m e n t 1 .........................................................  105.8* 28.8%
S e le c te d  L and  z ( in c lu d e s  o v erse lec tio n ) ................ 25.1
T e n ta t iv e ly  A p p ro v ed  2 ...................................................  49.8
P a te n te d  2 ..............................................................................  35.1

f.tiy.at£-Land .Owned fry Indm dva lsJ .........................  5.0* 1.4 %
Native Corp.oxation Land-EniitlsPKni4---------------  43.7* 1 1 .9 %

S e le c te d  L and  ( in c lu d e s  o v e rse lec tio n ).......................  35.0
I n te r im  C onveyed  o r P a te n te d  5 ...................................  35.8

T o ta l F e d e r a l .L a n d ...................................................................... 217.7* 59.2%

N a tio n a l  P a rk  S y s te m ............................................................  51.0** (13.9%)
( P a rk s  A creage  a lso  w ith in  the N a tio n a l 
W ild e rn ess  P re se rv a tio n  System : 32.4) *
P a rk s /M o n u m e n ts  E s tab lish e d  P r io r  to 19807 —  7.5 
P a rk s /M o n u m e n ts  E s tab lish e d  in  A N IL C A  24.6
P re se rv e s  E s tab lish e d  in  A N IL C A  *.........................  18.9

U .S . F ish  and  W ild life  System *— *..................... ..........  76.0** (20.6%)
( R e fu g e  A creage  a lso  w ith in  the  N a tio n a l 
W ild e rn ess  P re se rv a tio n  System : 18.6)*
R e fu g e s  E stab lish e d  P rio r  to A N IL C A  *------------- 22.3
R e fu g e s  E stab lish e d  in  A N IL C A  *.............................. 53.7

U .S . F o re s t  S y s te m ..................................................   23.2** (6.3%)
(F o re s t  A creage  a lso  w ith in  the N a tio n a l 
W ild e rn ess  P re se rv a tio n  System : 5.4)*
F o re s ts  E s tab lish ed  P r io r  to  A N IL C A  9------------ 19.8
F o re s ts  E s tab lish e d  in  A N IL C A * .................. 3.4

B u re a u  o f  L and  M an ag em en t  ------------------------------  65.0** (17.7%)
N a t io n a l  P e tro leu m  R e se rv e * A la sk a -------------------22.4
A re a s  E s tab lish e d  in  A N IL C A  *

C o n se rv a tio n  & R e c re a tio n  A r e a s ------------------- 2.2
N a t ’l Wild & S cen ic  R iv e rs  S y s te m ------------------  1.5

O th e r  A laska  L and  (P u b lic  D om ain)  .....................38.9
M il i ta ry  L and  10..............................   2.5** (0.7%)

N o te : B ecau se  o f  u n reso lv ed  o v e rla p s  betw een  s ta te  a n d  N a tiv e  se lec tio n s  a n d  v a rio u s  fe d e ra l
d e s ig n a t io n s  a n d  because  s ta te  e n title m e n t land  m ay be d isposed  o f  to p r iv a te  o w n ers , the  sum
o f  s u b to ta ls  e x ceed s  the  s ta te w id e  to ta l.

• F ig u re s  a d d  to  s ta te w id e  to ta l. 
• • F ig u r e s  a d d  to  fe d e ra l to ta l.



G a r y  W i l k e n
SENATOR 

Districts 29 ft 30 
West F a i rb ank s

Senate  S ta n d in g  C om m it t e e s
Cha i rm an :  H ea l th .  E d u c a t i o n .

a nd  Soc ia l  S e r v i c e s  (HESS) 
Vice Cha irm an : T ranspor ta t ion 
Vice Cha irm an : C o m m un i t y  and 

Reg iona l  A f fa i r s

Special Committee
Member: Adm in is tra tive  Regulation Review

Dur ing  Sess ion:
State Capitol, Room 510 

luneau. Alaska OOHOM1B2 
(007) 405-3709 (v)
(907| 405-4714 (f) 

w v v w : a k r e p u b lir a n s . o r g 'w ilk e n h t .T .

E mail: Senatnr.Gary.WilkeMSlegis,slate sk us

Interior:
119 N Cushman St.. Room 213 

Fairbanks. Alaska 99701 
(007) 452-3421 

Fax (907) *152-3426

M E M O R A N D U M

T O : R e p re s e n ta tiv e  S co tt O g a n
C o -C h a ir , H o u s e  R eso u rces  C o m m itte e

F R O M : G a ry  W ilk e n
S e n a to r, W e s t F a irb a n k s

D A T E : A p ril 30, 1997

R E : R e q u e s t fo r  C o m m itte e  H e a r in g  fo r  SC R  10
" S u p p o r t in g  U se  o f  F u rb e a re r  R eso u rces"

P le a s e  s c h e d u le  S e n a te  C o n c u r r e n t  R e s o lu t io n  10, " S u p p o r t in g  U s e  o f  
F u r b e a r e r  R e so u rc e s"  fo r  a  H o u s e  R e s o u rc e s  C o m m itte e  H e a r in g  a t  y o u r  
e a r l ie s t  c o n v e n ie n c e .

S C R  10 ca lls  fo r  th e  A la s k a  L e g is la tu re 's  e n d o r s e m e n t  o f  c o n t in u e d  h a rv e s t  
a n d  u s e  b y  A la s k a n s  o f  th e  s ta te 's  r e n e w a b le  fu rb e a re r  r e s o u rc e s  c o n s is te n t  
w i th  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  s u s ta in e d  y ie ld . I fee l th a t  th is  is  im p o r ta n t  s in c e  
t r a p p i n g  is  a  t r a d i t io n a l  A la s k a n  a c tiv ity  th a t  p ro m o te s  s e lf - re l ia n c e  a n d  
p ro v id e s  fo o d , c lo th in g  a n d  in c o m e  fo r m a n y  o f  o u r  re s id e n ts .

I h a v e  a t ta c h e d  a  s p o n s o r  s ta te m e n t  fo r SCR 10. P lea se  c o n ta c t  m y  a id e , M s. 
B e th  H a g e v ig , if  y o u  h a v e  a n y  fu r th e r  q u e s tio n s  in  re g a rd s  to  th is  re so lu tio n .

T h a n k  y o u .

Hom e of the 
U niversity  of A laska



G a r y  W i l k e n
SENATOR 

D istricts 29 A 30 
West Fairbanks

Senate Standing Committees
C ha i rm an :  H ea l th .  E d u c a t i o n .

and Social Services (HESS) 
Vice Chairman: T iansporla lion 
Vice Chairman: Com m un ity and 

Regional A fla irs

Sp e c ia l  C om m it t e e
Mem be r :  A d m in i s t r a t i v e  Regu la t ion  R e v i ew

%c{ f /  
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%
H u t ii iR  Session 

Stale Capitol, Room 510 
luneau. Alaska O'JDOl-l 102 

(007) 405-3700 (v)
(007) 405-4714 (I) 

www: akrepubliCnns nrs w ilken him 
E-mail: Senator Jiary.W ilkenalegis.statc ak.us

Interior:
110 N. Cushman St., Room 213 

Fairbanks, Alaska 00701 
(9071452-3421 

Fax(0071452-3420

SPONSOR STATEMENT
SCR 10 - Supporting Use of Furbearer Resources

S e n a te  C o n c u r r e n t  R e s o lu t io n  10 c a lls  fo r  th e  A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la tu r e ’s 
e n d o r s e m e n t  o f  c o n t in u e d  h a r v e s t  a n d  u s e  b y  A la s k a n s  o f  th e  s ta te 's  
r e n e w a b le  f u r b e a r e r  re s o u rc e s ,  c o n s is te n t  w i th  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  s u s ta in e d  
y ie ld .

T h e re  a r e  so m e  th a t  fee l t r a p p in g  s h o u ld  n o  lo n g e r  b e  a llo w e d  in  o u r  s ta te . I 
s t r o n g ly  d is a g re e  a n d  th ro u g h  th is  le g is la tio n  I h o p e  th e  L e g is la tu re  w ill too .

W e , i n  A la s k a ,  a r e  b le s s e d  w i th  m a n y  r e n e w a b le  r e s o u rc e s  in c lu d in g  
a b u n d a n t  f u r b e a r e r  p o p u la t io n s .  N o t  o n ly  is  t r a p p in g  a n  im p o r ta n t  
m a n a g e m e n t  to o l fo r  h e lp in g  to  m a in ta in  h e a l th y  fu rb e a re r  p o p u la t io n s ,  i t  is  
a ls o  a  t r a d i t io n a l  a c t iv i ty  fo r  m a n y  A la sk a n s  a n d  h e lp s  p ro m o te  se lf -re lia n c e  
b y  p r o v id in g  in c o m e , fo o d , a n d  c lo th in g . T ra p p in g  tie s  A la sk a  to  i ts  p io n e e r  
ro o ts ,  a n d  h e lp s  to  k e e p  a l iv e  th e  v e ry  v a lu e s  th a t  b u i l t  th e  fo r ty -n in th  s ta te .

H om e o f  Ihe
U n ive rs i ty  o f  A la sk a


