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Chair Scott O g a n
House? R esources  C om m it tee
State Capito l
Juneau , AK 9 9 8 0 1 -1 1 8 2

D ear  C h a irm a n  O gan :
Mr. Chair ,  p le a se  share  this letter w ith  your  C om m ittee  m e m b e rs  to b e  subm itted  for th e  official record . 
Thank you .

I very strongly  o p p o s e  Seriate Bill 22  w hich  requires that all m em b ers  o f  the Board of  G a m e  m ust h a v e  
he ld  h u n t in g  o r  t rapp ing  licenses in th e  past 5 o f  7 years.

A lthough I be l iev e  it is im portan t a n d  g o o d  to  have hun ters  o n  the Board o f  C a m e ,  I s trongly  b e l ie v e  it 
is not n ecessa ry  tha t all of the  m em b ers  b e  ac tive  hunters. W h a t  is necessary  is that m e m b e rs  o f  the  
Board of  C a m e  v a lue  our wildlife for every th ing  that it is -  n o t  on ly  g a m e  to p ro v id e  m ea t  for o u r  
subsis tence  o r  recrealional hun te rs  a n d  trappers, but a lso  som eth in g  w h ich  m akes  Alaska very  specia l  
to m e . . . ‘\v i ld" l ife .

Alaska's wildlife is im portan t to  all o f  us w h o  live in Alaska, w h e th e r  w e  kill it ou rse lves  -  o r  ou r  
h u sb an d s  kill it; w h e th e r  w e  eat it o r  no t -  o r  o u r  family m e m b e rs  ea t  it a n d  w e  just e n jo y  hav ing  it in 
o u r  h o m e  state.

T he State of  Alaska Board o f  G a m e  is not th e  "Board of  H unters" . N’o r  shou ld  it ev e r  be! W hat it 
should  b e  is a bo a rd  m a d e  u p  o f  m em b ers  k n o w led g eab le  a b o u t  wildlife m a n a g e m e n t  so  that w e  r a n  
mst a ssu red  that g a m e  p o p u la t io n s  will rem ain  healthy  into the  future .. .for us a n d  for o u r  ch ild ren ;  
w h e th e r  w e  h u n t  o r  even  if w e  d o n 't .

8 5%  of A laskans d o  not hold  h u n ting  o r  trapping  licenses. I d o  not b e l ieve  tha t m e m b e rsh ip  o n  th e  
Board o f  G a m e  shou ld  b e  so  d iscrim inatory  and  limited to  such  a select few.

I have  n e v e r  d o n e  th e  h u n l in g  in m y family, m y h u sb an d  has. But, m y studies in c lu d e d  wildlife  
m a n a g e m e n t ,  his n e v e r  did. And I have  lived in different parts o f  the  state w h e re  I b e c a m e  familiar 
with  the  local g a m e  w hile  he  d idn 't .  A nd, J h av e  even  b een  at h o m e  during  a c o u p le  o f  h u n l in g  
seasons e i th e r  p regnan t o r  hav ing  bab ies  w hile  h e  has never  h a d  any  ex p e r ie n c es  like that. This bill is 
d e a r ly  d isc r im ina to ry  against w o m e n  as well.

SB22 is not fair legislation. I u rge y o u  to o p p o se  it. I u rge you  instead to  support  hav ing  a Board  of  
G a m e  w h ic h  can  fulfill its du tie s  to the  utmost w h ile  m ore  fairly rep resen ting  those  w h o  live in this 
stale w h o  a re  h ighly  k n o w le d g e a b le  a n d  inform ed abou t A laska 's  wildlife -  w h e th e r  they  h av e  h u n ting  
o r  trapp ing  l icenses  oi not.

Sincerely,

745-6673



Representatives Bill Hudson & Scott Ogan 
Co-Chairs, House Resources Committee 
Members of the House Resources Committee

SUBJECT: SENATE BILL NO. 22(RES)

FROM: Bill Stockwell 
P.O. Box 721
Cooper Landing, AK 99572

I am unable to attend the House Resources Hearing on SB 22 at 
1 PM today. Please enter written testimony in the records of 
your hearing.

I am submitting this testimony as an individual and not as a 
member of any organization. I am a 25 year Alaskan now living 
in Cooper Landing. 1 am active in habitat, land use, fish and 
Wildlife issues in the Kenai River Watershed and am a member 
of the Cooper Landing Fish and Game Advisory committee. I have 
testified before and heard deliberations by the Boards of Came, 
Fisheries and the Joint Board in resent months. I know the 
process and the people.

I received a copy of SB 22 from the Kenai LIO and have read 
this bill. I am OPPOSED to the enactment of Senate Bill NO.
2 2 .
This bill is unnecessary and serves no useful purpose. The 
purchase of an Alaska hunting or trapping license is a 
requirement for the privilege to hunt or trap. No training, 
proficiency, or skill level in hunting or trapping is required 
nor is the desire to hunt or trap required to obtain these 
licenses. Adding the requirement to hold a hunting or trapping 
license to the other qualifications listed in AS 16.05.221(b) 
accomplishes absolutely nothing.

Additionally, the enactment of this bill will desenfranchise 
and discriminate against the large segment of the Alaskans who 
do not choose to exercise their privilege to hunt or trap but 
who use Alaska's wildlife for economic gain or personal pleasure. 
As few new residents to Alaska will have held nonresident hunting 
and/or trapping licenses for 4 or more years before moving to 
our State, this bill would impose a de facto 5 year resident 
requirement for Board of Game membership. This is unequal, 
unfair and discriminatory.

The people now serving on the Boards of Fisheries and Game serve 
the best interests of all Alaskans. Please vote against this 
unnecessary change to AS 16.05.221(b).

Thank you for reading my comments. Sin<

DATE: April 5, 1997
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April 4,1997

Chair Scott Ogan
House Resources Committee
State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 

Dear Chair Ogan:

Mr. Chair, please provide this letter to your Committee members for their official record, thank you.

I am writing to oppose Senate B ill 22 which mandates lhat members o f the Board of Game must have 
held hunting or trapping licenses in the past 5 o f 7 years. This is clearly discriminatory against women, the 
elderly, and disabled Alaskans. It also assumes that only active hunters have a stake in the future of our 
wildlife.

A recent statewide Anchorage Daily News poll indicates that more than half the people who responded to 
the poll oppose this legislation.

Tlvc b ill erroneously makes the assumption that only hunters and trappers have knowledge about w ild life 
management or have a strong interest in Alaska’s w ildlife. The b ill also flics in tho face of the Alaska 
Constitution, which states that “fish , w ild life , and waters arc reserved to the. people for common use.” 
(Article 8, Section 3) and “Laws and regulations governing the use or disposal o f natural resources shall 
apply equally to all persons...” (Article 8, Section 17).

More than 85% o f Alaskans do not hold hunting or trapping licenses and therefore would not qualify to 
serve on the Board o f Game. The b ill is highly discriminatory to women who hold only 6% o f the hunter 
and trappers licenses in the slate, even though we make up 48% of the population. In addition, the b ill 
excludes disabled people, who are unable to hunt for various reasons, from serving on the board as well 
as older Alaskans who may have been lifelong hunters but can no longer hunt due to illness or frailty.

The b ill is also discriminatory to parents with small children. For example, Lori Quakenbush - a recent 
Board o f Game nominee - is an active hunter. However, under this b ill, she would be disqualified from 
serving on the board because she didn’t have a hunting license for two o f the Inst five years due to cither 
pregnancy or infant care. A ll other years she did.

SB33 is so cgregiously unfair and so unconstitutional that I strongly urge you to oppose il. Thank you for 
letting me ha re this opportunity to share my opinions.

Sincerely,

I Kathleen George / \  
1558 F  Street 
Anchorage, AK 99501

cc: Governor Knowles
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April 5, 1997

Representative Bill Hudson 
FAX 465-2273

Representative Scott Ogan 
FAX 465-3265

Dear Representatives:

I have lived in Alaska 22 years, am married, have three 
children and two grandchildren. I regard myself as a political 
moderate. In 1980 I ran for the State House from Downtown 
Anchorage, as a Republican, and in the early 1980's was a 
Republican precinct committeeman. Through much of the 19B0's, I 
was on the Board of Directors of Common Sense for Alaska. I have 
been a member of Arctic Power for several years. I routinely vote 
for both Republicans and Democrats.

But I do not hunt or trap.

SB 22 would prevent me from ever serving on the Board of Game. 
Thus, SB 22 would make a second class citizen of me.

I am a first class Alaskan. I resent very strongly anyone who 
tells me I am second class. I promise that I will work in the next 
election to defeat those who tell me I am second class.

Please provide a copy of this letter to all members of the 
House Resource Committee.

Very truly yours

Kneeland Taylor
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S B 22/H B 96: R e p re sen ta t io n  Denied

o :  H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  A p r i l  5 ,  1 9 9 7

As a n  Alaskan w h o  h as  successfully  hun ted -car ibou  and  sh eep ,  I a m  co n cern ed  our r igh t o f  r e p r e s e n ta t io n  a s  A laskans i: 
b o u t  to  be cu r ta i led  by tw o  bills befo re  o u r  leg isla ture: SB22 a n d  HB96. B o th  seek  to  limit m em b ersh ip  on t h e  Board of  
a m e  to  holders of  hun ting  o r  trap p in g  licenses ,  t h e  reason  being, a s  S B 22  a u th o r  Sen. Bert S h a rp  e x p re s s e s  it, to  ensu re  
e rsona l  in t e r e s t  in wildlife issues.

However, w h a t  Sen. S harp  (S B 22) a n d  Rep. Al V ezey  (H B96) ch o o se  to  ignore a re  th re e  sim ple f a c t s ,  
irst, under th e  A laskan  C o n s t i tu t io n  (Sec . 8.1 7 )  ALL Alaskans a re  a s su re d  equa l  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in t h e  d isposit ion  o f  our 
ssources ,  which inc ludes wildlife. S eco n d ,  all o u r  wildlife is re se rv e d  in c o m m o n  use  fo r  ALL A lask an s(S ec .  8 .3 ) .  Third 
5%  of Alaskans would NOT qualify to  s e rv e  on th i s  board  which s e t s  t h e  regu la tions  govern ing  t h e  d isposition  o f  our 

/ildlife.
In o th e r  w ords, th o u g h  o u r  s t a t e  c o n s t i tu t io n  g u a ra n te e s  all A laskans have  equal ow nersh ip  of  o u r  wildlife Sen. S harp  a r  

ep. V ezey , in th e i r  bills, will allow r e p r e s e n ta t io n  for ONLY th e  1 5%  licensed to  h un t o r  t rap ,  
lain and simple, th e i r  bills a re  a denial o f  r e p re s e n ta t io n  for th e  v a s t  m ajo rity  o f  A laskans in r e s p e c t  t o  our g a m e  
nimals. Many o f  you  reading th is  l e t t e r  would have  no rep re se n ta t io n  o n  th e  board  t h a t  d e te rm in e s  th e  usage  a n d  fu tu re  o 
d a s k a 's  wildlife.

Alaskans r e p re s e n t  d iv e rg e n t  views a n d  u s e s  of  our resources .  From  th e  wildlife p h o to g ra p h e r  who m ay n o t  c lx jose  to  
un t  b u t  whose incom e is d e p e n d e n t  o n  t h e s e  animals t o  th e  hiker, th e  backpacker ,  th e  w ilderness  t o u r  guide to  t h e  hun te r  
nd trapper.. . .a ll  m ake  use  in som e  fash ion  of o u r  fauna. To each , t h e  h e a l th  of our wild popu la t io n s  is of considerab le  
i t e r e s t  and co n cern  a s  is d e m o n s t r a te d  in t h e  v o te  on  Ballot M easure # 3 .  To deny  n o n -h u n t in g / t ra p p in g  u se r s  o f  our 
a tu ra l  re sou rces  th e i r  r e p re s e n ta t io n  b a s e d  solely upon  the ir  use  is te rr ib ly  wrong. As th e  Board  o f  G am e m a k e s  
ec isions a f fec t ing  ALL o u r  wildlife, so  shou ld  i ts  m em bersh ip  re f lec t  a s  m uch  a s  possib le  ALL A laskans,  n o t  j u s t  a  very  
e lec t  group.
Hunters have g o o d  re a so n  to  be  in th e  fo re f ro n t  o f  conserva tion  e f fo r t s  (and  o f te n  are) ,  a s  m uch  a s  any n o n -hun te r  

artic ipating in such  ac t iv i t ie s .  To t h e n  tu rn  a b o u t  and  deny  peop le  such  a s  Nicole W hitt ing ton -E vans  a p lace  on  th e  Boarc 
e c a u se  sh e  r e p r e s e n t s  co n se rv a t io n  (w hich  is n o t  a t  all an  an ti-hun ting  philosophy) is to  d e n y  th e  v e ry  claims of th e  
unting population . A s  Lori Q uakenbush, a n o th e r  excellen t c a n d id a te  who un d e r  th e s e  bills would be  den ied  m em b ersh ip  
nee  they  are  in e f fe c t ,  rem arked, we do  n eed  divers ity  on  th e  Board. W ithou t it, we deny  so  m an y  Alaskans w h a t  is 
gh tfu lly ,  co n s t i tu t io n a l ly  the irs .
Imagine for a m o m e n t  y o u  and  Sen. S h a rp  o r  Rep. V ezey  ea c h  paid half in buying a t ru ck  to g e th e r .  F or  w h a te v e r  r e a s o n  yi 

hoose n o t  to  use it. S h a rp  o r  V ezey use it, pay  for th e  license p la te s  on it. Then, one d ay  one  o f  th e m  co m es  up to  you  and 
ays, "Guess w h a t?  I so ld  ou r  truck!" You w ere  n o t  consu lted  o r  fo rew arned . Instead , so m e th in g  a s  m uch y o u rs  a s  his was 
isp o sed  of by him w i th o u t  you r  rightful p a r t ic ip a t io n  in t h e  m a t te r .
Look a t  th e se  bills, SB 22, I IB96. Read t h e  a b o v e  c ita t ions  in th e  s t a t e  co r rs t i tu t io a  Then a sk  yourse lf  how  y o u  would fe 

s  a private  c it izen  w hen S harp  or  V ezey  c o m e  back  to  you  f rom  Ju n eau  and say ,  "G uess  w h a t?" .
Sincerely,

A rt  Greenwalt

2 1 3 5  Yankovich Rd.
Fairbanks, Ak. 9 9 7 0 9
479-0317

Internet: a r t@ p o la rn e t .c o m
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HOUSE CS FO R  CS FO R  SEN ATE B IL L  NO . 22(RES)

IN  THE LEG ISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TW ENTIETH  LEG ISLATURE - F IRST SESSION

BY T H E  HOUSE RESOURCES COM M ITTEE

Offered:
R eferred:

S p o n so rs): SENATORS SHARP, Taylor

A B IL L  

FO R  AN A CT  EN T IT L ED  

"A n  A ct re la ting  to qua lifica tion s fo r appointment to the Board o f G am e."

B E  IT  ENACTED  BY TH E LEG IS LA T U R E  OF TH E STATE O F ALASKA :

* Section 1. AS 16.05.221(b) is amended to read:
(b) For purposes o f the conservation and development o f the game resources 

o f the state, there is created a Board o f Game composed o f seven members appointed 
by the governor, subject to confirmation by a majority o f the members o f the 
legislature in jo in t session. The governor shall appoint each member on the basis o f 
interest in public affa irs, good judgment, knowledge, and ab ility  in the fie ld  o f action 
o f the board, and w ith the goal o f m anag ing fo r abundance o f the resource fo r 
h a rve st and v iew ing  en joym ent and o f promoting m ax im um  common use [A  
V IE W  TO PROV ID ING  D IV ERS ITY  OF INTEREST AND POINTS OF V IEW  IN  
THE * IEM BERSH IP ]. The appointed members m ust [SH ALL ] be residents o f the 
statea and a m in im um  o f five o f the seven m em bers m ust have he ld an A la ska  
h un tin g  o r trapp ing  license o r a perm anent iden tifica tion  ca rd  issued un de r 
AS 16.05.400(b) d u r in g  a t least three o f the five years p reced ing the anno in tm ent

-1- HCS CSSB 22(RES)
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to the bo a rd . The m embers o f the board  sha ll be appointed w ithout regard to 
po litica l affilia tion or geographical location o f residence. The comm issioner is not a 
member o f the Board o f Game, but sha ll be ex o ffic io  secretary.

* Sec. 2. APPL ICAB IL ITY . AS 16.05.221(b), as amended by sec. 1 o f this Act, applies 
to persons appointed to the Board o f Game after the e ffective date o f th is Act.
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Alaska §>tatc ffiegrslature
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BERT SH A R P

DISTR ICT P

CO-CHAIRMAN

SENATE FINANCE COMM ITTEE

MEMBER

RESO URCE COMM ITTEE

J e n n i e

FA IRBANKS 
DENALI BANK BUILDING 

119 N. CUSHMAN. SU ITE  201 
FA IRBANKS, ALASKA 99701 

(907) 452-788577886 
FAX (907) 456-4221

S ES S IO N  ADDRESS'. 
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JUNEAU , ALASKA 99801-1182 
(907) 465-3004/4921 
FAX (907) 465-2070

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  

SB 22 - Board of Game Qualifications 
Senator Bert Sharp

This Bill am ends the required qualifications for persons that m ay be 
appointed as a m ember of the Board of Game by adding the requirem ent that 
five of the seven m em bers 'm ust have held an Alaska hunting or trapping 
license or a perm anent ID card (over 60) during at least three of the previous 
five years preceding their appointm ent to the board. This added  requirem ent 
w ould provide im proved assurance of interest fostered by past involvem ent 
in legal utilization of the game resource and understanding of the dynam ics 
of arctic game resource management.

Several states have this "licensed" qualification required for appoin tm ent to 
their state wildlife boards.

M any believe this will m arkedly im prove the dedication and com m ittm ent 
of future game board members and encourages stronger actions to im prove 
the policies affecting users of the resource.

SB 22 has a zero fiscal note from the Departm ent of Fish & Game.

Thank you.

REPRESENTING 
GOLDEN HEART 

OF ALASKA


