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Alaska Environmental Lobby, Inc
P .O . Box 22151 |uneau, A la sk a  99802

Phone: 907-463-3366 
Fax: 907-463-3312

HJR 12
"A Resolution, Urging the Secretary of the Interior to conduct competitive 
oil and gas lease sales within the National Petroleum Reserve in Alaska."

We oppose House Joint Resolution 12 because oil and exploration in the NPRA is not 

essential for national security at this time, and will cause unnecessary harm to an 

ecologically significant area.

Spanning across more than 23 million acres from the crest of the Brooks Range north to the 

Beaufort and Chukchi Seas, the NPRA is the largest continuous span of undeveloped 

public land in the United States. The National Reserve is essential to the survival of the 

450 ,000  western Arctic caribou herd, (our nation's largest herd) as well as numerous 

species o f  waterfowl, possibly, the world's largest congregation of wolverines, and the 

largest populations of spotted seals and beluga whales (35 hundred mammals) along the 

Chukchi Sea coast. Also within its borders lies the world's largest breeding grounds for 

several species of birds and five million waterbirds, including the threatened spectacled 

cider.

Without a pressing need for oil and gas development, we feel it is in the nation's interest to 

leave the land preserved. HJR 12 specifically references national security as a reason for 

drilling while currently, Congressional policy allows for the export of Alaskan oil. Under 

this act, development today could prove harmful in the event of a future energy crisis. 

Additionally, since United States' energy needs are not great enough to provoke a national 

energy policy that stresses energy conservation, it is inappropriate and misguided to 

consider an oil development project of this scale. This act would be an unnecessary give 

away o f Alaska's federal lands to industry.

In conclusion we suggest using the same technologies making NPRA a valuable prospect 

to utilize existing state-owned fields. When you consider existing oil prices along with the 

natural values of the NPRA in its current stale, this is clearly not the time to drill for oil and 

gas in the Preserve.
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Representative Joe Green
I r !

S ponsor S tatem ent 

HJR 12

Supporting  oil & gas lease sales in the National Petroleum Reserve Alaska

H JR  12 is a s ta tem en t by the  20th Alaska Legislature u rg ing  the Secretary of 
th e  U.S. D ep ar tm en t of the  In terior to re-institute an oil and gas leasing 
program  in the  N ational Pe tro leum  Reserve A laska (NPRA).

Leasing in the NPRA is in the state's best interest for three reasons: 1) The 
e co n o m ic  activity  associated  w ith  oil and  gas leasing, exploration, and  
p ro d u c t io n  benefits  A laskans; 2) oil p roduced  in the  N PRA would be 
t r a n s p o r te d  th ro u g h  the T rans-A laska  Pipeline, h e lp in g  to keep the pipeline 
o p e n ,  a n d  po ten tia lly  e n h an c in g  the commercial v iability  of existing and 
fu tu r e  oil d ev e lo p m en t projects on the N orth  Slope; 3) the State of Alaska 
w ill  receive  50% of the rev en u es  from oil and  gas p roduc tion  in the NPRA.

There were four oil and gas lease sales in the NPRA during the early 1980's.
In J a n u a ry  1982 Sale # 821 offered 59 tracts. 52 bids w ere  submitted on  29 tracts 
fo r  a  total of $86,575,537. In M ay of 1982 Sale # 822 offered 212 tracts. 14 bids 
w e re  su b m it te d  on 12 tracts for a total of $11,747,131. In July of 1983 Sale # 831 
o ffe red  84 tracts. 23 bids w ere  subm itted  on 18 tracts for a total of $20,309,208.
In Ju ly  o f  1984 Sale # 841 offered 64 tracts b u t no b ids  were submitted. Sale #
841 sch e d u le d  for A ugust 1985 w as  canceled due  to lack of interest.

W ith  ad v an ces  in technology new interpretations are being developed from 
the data collected during the past several decades by  both the private sector 
a n d  the  federal governm ent. These new  evalua tions  are generating renew ed 
in te re s t ,  and  oil com pan ies  w ith  considerable experience in Alaska have 
in d ic a te d  tha t  they w o u ld  like to utilize new  in terpreta tions of it to resume 
e x p lo ra t io n .

I be l iev e  the federal government sh o u ld  resum e lease  sales and allow - no, 
e n c o u ra g e  - the industry  to explore  for oil and  gas in the NPRA. I also believe 
it is im p o r ta n t  tha t the A laska Legislature send  a unified  message to the 
D e p a r tm e n t  of the In terior that w e  su p p o rt  lease sales being scheduled. I 
w o u ld  ap p rec ia te  y o u r  su p p o r t  of this m easure.
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Alpine discovery brings renewed interest in reserve
By Tim B radner

Alaska Journal o f Commerce

KCO Alaska Inc.'s Alpine oil discovery 
on the (’.olvillc River Delia west of 

i Prudhoc Hay has brought renewed 
interest in die National Petroleum Reserve —  
Alaska, the huge 23.4 million acre federal 
land reserve on the western Arctic Slope that 
covers an area the size of Indiana.

The Arctic Slope Regional Corp. also has 
been working to get additional mineral rights 
in NPR-A through exchanges of other ASRC- 
owned lands widi the government.

The Barrow-based Nalivn regional corpo­
ration alreadyownssome mineral rights widiin 
die reserve, underneath surface lands se­
lected by die village of Nui(|sut. But an expan­
sion of ASRC holdings would likely speed 
exploration,

N a t io n a l P e lro le M tn  f ies e rv e  —  A la s k a  %

S O U R C E : T h e  Arctic C o a sta l Zone M anagem ent N ew slo ller

-rrm i
I ' r t n T V i ' i i i t l s i - l f  t m r t t t l h T r r l b V 'h r i V a t e  I l f l b t s f M

“The good news is that NPR-A is back on 
peoples’ radar screen because of the Alpine 
discovery," said Mike Richter, AIR'.O's explo­
ration vice president

A lot of the Nl’R-A acreage considered mar 
ginal in die earlier rounds of exploration may 
now be worth a second look because of ad­
vances in technology and the industry's new, 
lower-cost methods of exploring and devel­
oping North Slope oil, Richter said.

The ('olvillc Delta, where ARt',0 discovered 
oil at Alpine and Texaco made a nearby, 
earlier discovery that was uneconomic, is at 
the eastern border of NPK A ARC.O's Kiebtcr 
declined to comment, but most geologists feel

A JO C /N O lA '.

it's likely that oil-hearing geologic strata ex 
tends to the west into NPR-A 

The construction of a pipeline into die 
region from the east also will make it possible 
to develop small oil and gas discoveries in 
nearby NPR-A lands that were considered 
previously uneconomic 

The oil potential of the reserve long has 
been known, and it was actually this that first

C o n t in u e d  on  P a g e  1 1



National Petroleum Reserve may now he worth new
C o n t in u e d  -Mom P a g e  9

attracted private industry to the North Slope, 
although the first commercial discoveries were 
made to the east near Prudhoe Bay.

Inupial Eskimo people of the North Slope 
were the first to tap the oil potential of what is 
now the National Petroleum Reserve— Alaska.

There are  oil seeps throughout the region, 
and Native hunters would cut oil-saturated 
tundra into blocks for home heating and 
cooking, using the pitch-laden bricks in much 
the sam e way that 
urban homeowners 
use artificial particle 
logs.

Local tradition has 
it tha t C harles 
B row er, a well- 
known early resident 
of Barrow, was the 
first person to lead 
L'.S. government ge­
ologists to oil seeps 
in the early part of the 
century.

In the following 
years, federal geolo­
gists made surveys of 
river drainages in 
what is now NPR-A. In 1923, President War­
ren Harding signed legislation creating Naval 
Petroleum Reserve No. 4. covering 234 mil­
lion acres, as a source of oil for the I S. Navy.

World War II stimulated more interest in 
the region, and from 19^3 to 1953 the Navy 
sponsored an exploration program that was 
to result in two small od and two small gas 
discoveries, none of them commercial in the 
m odem  sense.

The U.S. Geological Survey handled geo­
logical and geophysical aspects of the pro­
gram. contracting with United Geophysical 
Co. for seismic services.

Over nine years, 37 exploratory wells and 
45 core holes were drilled in NPR-q, with an 
aggregate footage of 175,000 feet. About $45 
million was spent on the program before it 
was halted by the Eisenhower administration.

One oil discovery was at I'miat, on the 
Colville River in the southeastern part of NPR- 
A. where a shallow dennxti with ahntii Aon

million barrels of reserves was discovered. 
The find was noncommercial due to its re­
moteness, but the oil was of sufficient high 
quality that it could be run without refining 
through diesel engines at the site.

.An airfield was built at I'miat and it became 
a logistics support base for exploration in that 
part of the reserve. I miatstiU is used today is  
a base for geological and scientific research.

A significant gas field also was discovered 
near Barrow, m the northern part of the re­
serve. The Walakpa Gas Field was developed to 

serve government 
installations in Bar­
row and later the 
local Inupiat com­
munity of Barrow.

Because reserves 
in the Walakpa Geld 
were limited, the 
North Slope Bor­
ough, the regional 
municipal govern­
ment, later invested 
in further explora­
tion and was suc­
cessful in finding 
additional reserves.

Nothing much 
happened in NPR-4 

for the next 20 years, but in 1975, following 
the discovery of the large Prudhoe Bay Geld 
east of NPR-4, the OPEC oil embargo, the Grst 
"oil crisis” and the runup in oil prices, the 
federal government decided to take another 
iook at the area.

Local communities in the region, particu­
larly the North Slope Borough and the Gtv of 
Barrow, were to play a major part in passage 
of this legislation The city needed land for 
expansion, but was blocked by restrictions on 
access to lands managed by the Navy.

Under the Department of the Interior, more 
conventional federal land regulations were 
applied to NPR-A, and Barrow was allowed 
access to adjacent land for new subdivisions.

The re^rv'nqhiluv (nr exnlnnne and drvrlmv

Of a ll  the comi 
on the North SI 

had  the mo: 
interest ir

ing NPR-A was given to the I'S  Geological Sur 
vey. which contracted for drilling and explora 
Don services with Husky Oil, a Canadian Grrn 

Under the USGS, Husky drilled 2.8 explora 
Don weUs and gathered 14,770 miles of sei> 
mic data before the pro­
gram of government- 
sponsored exploration 
was halted by the 
Reagan administration
in 1981. ________________

NPR-A exploration 
continued under President Reagan, but it wa> 
led by private industry in a more conventional 
fashion. Reagan's Secretary of the Interior 
James Watt held four lease sales between 
1982 and 1985.

Industry interest in the area was luke­
warm. At the time, the companies were 
more focused on offshore prospects in the 
Beaufort Sea. Two sales were held in 1982. 
netting the government $66.8 million m
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oil exploration
high bids.

In the third sale, in July 1983, bidswer-. 
made on only 18 of Sh tracts offered, w::'- 
S lo " million in high bids collected by the. 
government. A fifth sale, planned for 19S' 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  was canceled due to
lack of industry in 
terest 

Ofalkhecompar:*.- 
working on the Nor.-. 
Slope. AKCO has had 
the most sustained in-

janies working 
ope, ARCO has 
it sustained 
ithe area.

terest in the area ARCO wj> the big player in 
the 1083 sale, paying out $l) 4 million in high 
bids including a $2 9 million bid for a traci 
south of Barrow.

.ARCO also drilled the only exploration well 
drilled by private industry on NPR-A under the 
Reagan-era leasing program ARCO's Bronto­
saurus No. I well south of Barrow encoun- 
lered oil shows in the Sadlcrochit formation, 
but was not economic.
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Daily News
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N P R - A
Oil reserve merits another look

Alaskans are notorious for never being able to agree 
on anything, but th e re ’s at least one place in the state 
where oil rigs can go to work without stirring up con­
troversy: The National Petroleum Reserve — Alaska.

Though prior drilling never found more than piddling 
amounts of oil in this part of the North Slope, that was 
back in the Stone Age of drilling technology. Now that 
Arco Alaska Inc. has found oil just across from the r e ­
serve's eastern houndary, it would be foolish not to take 
another look at what may be there. Arco’s discovery 
may extend, into the reserve, in which case the Ameri­
can public should be sure  to get its fair share of the ac­
tion.

This is one of those happy cases where government 
can open a hot oil prospect without invading hallowed 
environmental ground. Bill Clinton and Interior Secre­
tary  Bruce Babbitt a re  as green as they come, but they 
had no trouble agreeing to take a fresh look at the pos­
sibility of leasing the reserve’s most promising areas.

That’s not to say that it will be open season for oil any­
where. The reserve  itself is huge, roughly the size of In­
diana. There will be some environmentally sensitive a r ­
eas that will be best left undisturbed by oil activity. For­
tunately, the areas of greatest concern seem to be well 
away from the hot spot near Arco’s discovery. The study 
process announced by Secretary Babbitt should identify 
potential conflicts, but at first glance, no serious prob- j 
lems lie ahead. I

Seeing this new opportunity unfold under Democrats I 
Knowles and Clinton seems to have stirred Republican I 
U.S. Sen. Frank Murkowski into a fit of one-upmanship. 
He immediately went on record with a complaint that 
the whole reserve should be opened to leasing.

The senator’s idea is politically unwise and economi­
cally dubious. It would s tir  up more environmental op­
position, as groups geared up to protect sensitive areas 
elsewhere in the reserve. And the feds would drive 
down the value of the public's resources by flooding the 
m arket with leases before we know whether there real­
ly a re  commercial oil deposits inside the reserve.

For now, the feds should concentrate on getting the 
uncontroversial eastern  portion of the reserve on the 
m arket as quickly as possible. Once that work is done, 
they can take more time to plan a responsible balance 
between exploration and protection for the 'cest of the ' 
res trve .



What and where is die 
NPRA— and how was it 
established?
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NPRA. established

"Whereas there are large seepages o f petroleum 
along the Arctic Coast o f Alaska and conditions 
favorable to the occurrence ol valuable petroleum  
fields on the A rc tic  Coast and,

W l II*III-AS the present laws designed to  promote 
development seem im perfectly applicable in the 
region because of its distance, d ifficulties, and large 
expense o f development and,

WHEREAS the future supply o f o il for the Navy is 
at all times a matter o f national concern,

Now, THEREFORE, I. WARIUiN G. HARDING, 
President o f the United Stales o f America, by virtue 
o f the power in me vested by the laws o f the United 
States, do  hereby set apart as a Naval IV tro lcum  
Reserve all o f the pub lic  lands w ith in  the fo llow ing 
described area not now covered by valid entry, 
lease o r a p p lic a tio n :..........

WARREN G. HARDING

'H ie W hite House,
Feb. 11. I ‘>23

No 3 ‘T‘>‘T-A

The lirst description o f o il seepages at ( ape Simp 
son by A. II llrooks was published in l*>0‘> in USGS 
bu lle tin  3 "’V Eskimos bail known o f these seepages 
as well as o f o il shales that burned like wood; the\ 
had used both fo r fuel long before recorded h is to ri 
A lthough these leads were in a remote and isolated 
region o f  the then le rrito ry  o f Alaska, o il prospec 
tors were already fo llow ing up on them Crude o il 
had been discovered and produced in the con 
term inous United States, but experts, inc lud ing  
some prom inent geologists, were predicting that 
resources were lim ited and soon could be in short 
supply. O il was rapidly replacing other sources ol 
energy (coal and whale o il), and o il for ships was 
considered c ritica l to the Nations welfare and 
defense. Thus, the establishm ent o f a Naval 
Petroleum Reserve in A rctic  Alaska was lin ing

&



Geographic setting
Pie entire  NPRA is north  o f the A rctic  C ircle It 

occupies an area about the size o f the Stale ol 
Indiana— some 37,000 square miles. Its north  
boundary is the Arctic Ocean, anil about hall ol its 
south boundary follows the watershed divide ol the 
western brooks Range, thence northward to the 
C o lv ille  River, and along that river to the Arctic 
coast.

N orthern Alaska and the NPRA are divided into 
three m ajor physiographic provinces the Arctic 
Coastal Plain, the foothills, anil the east west trend 
ing Brooks Range that cuts o ff this Arctic region 
from  the rest o f Alaska. The Brooks Range lorms a 
m ajor watershed, the north  slope o f w h ich drains 
in to  the A rctic  Ocean— thus the terms "Arctic 
Slope" and "N orth  Slope" o f Alaska. The mountains 
form  an arc, concave northw ard, o f com plexly 
folded and faulted rocks Peaks range in elevation 
from  3.000—4,000 feet in the west to more than 
9.000 feet in the east l l ie  foothills immediately to 
the north  consist ol low synclinal mountains scpa 
rated by broad anticlinal lowlands that give way to 
long, continuous, east-west trend ing ridges cov­
ered by a green tundra mat. These ridges gradually 
blend in to  the vast, nearly treeless coastal plain 
dotted w ith  lite ra lly thousands o f shallow north 
west oriented lakes

/'v//it«/ wrili'i hi lln tin i f  /ilnni'tnti/ilut //ihi-iiko :/<i»» 
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When, by whom, and 
how was the NPRA 
explored?

Early exploration

Between 1H00 and 1900, .several hardy explorers 
sailed along the Arctic coast and described  and 
nam ed the m ajor geographic features. Much o f the 
scalane traffic, however, was by en terprising  traders 
and whalers. It is in teresting  to  note that the  oil 
business, in one form o r another, has had the g rea t­
est im pact on the  N orth Slope and its inhabitants.

Hie lirst big push to  the Arctic was in search of 
w hale oil, w hich, in the years before the Civil War, 
was the principal fuel for lamps and a com m on 
lubricant. 'Hie prem ium  grade of fuel cam e from 
sperm  whales, and the regular grade from  bow head 
and o th e r species of w hales Hie rising indus­
trialization of the United States and the heightened 
em phasis on education (requ iring  b e tte r  light for 
evening s tu d y ) created a rapid increase in demand.

Ironically.
th e  next several waves of exploration and develop­
m ent in Arctic Alaska focused on a search for "rock 
oil."

In w in ter 1885-80 , l.t. G eorge M. Stoney p artic i­
pated in expeditions sponsored  by the U.S. Naval 
Institute that explored the  Brooks Range from the 
south, lins. W. I.. Howard o f the U.S. Navy crossed 
the Brooks Range in 1886, and con tinued  overland 
across the Colville River valley and thence  dow n 
the Chipp River by skin boat to  Point Barrow, lie  
described  what w ere undoubted ly  lum ps and p e b ­
bles of oil shale along the liiivluk River. His report, 
published in 1900, may have been the lirst recorded  
suggestion of the oil potential o f no rthern  Alaska. 
However, this material and seepage tars had been 
know n and used by the Rskimos before recorded  
history.

t ' h i n k  ( .  S i h n t t l r i ,  1**10  I h r  / i t s l  sststri iniln s n n r y  n j Ihr  N i n t h  
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Geologic and topographic 
surveys, 1923-26

The first system atic topographic and geologic 
survey across the Brooks Range and the N orth  
Slope was by K C. Schrader and W. J Peters of the 
USGSin 1901; the  results w ere published in 190-1 in 
Professional Paper 20. Schrader described  thick 
m arine sequences and noted broad anticlinal s tru c ­
tu res— both of prim e im portance in the  search for 
oil. Thus, by 1923, w hen  the lands w ere  set apart, 
th ree of the prerequisites for the o ccu rren ce  of 
p e tro leu m  w ere  already know n to be p resen t 
sou rce  rocks, such as organic m arine deposits, 
in c lu d in g  oil shale; p o te n tia l re se rv o ir  rocks, 
including lim estone and sandstone; and favorable 
stru c tu res , such as an tic lines In addition , ml



seepages were found along die A rc tic  coast. The 
region hail already attracted the attention o f the 
new oil industry, and several applications for pros­
pecting permits were tiled under the old m ining 
laws on claims near Cape Simpson, Pearil May, and 
along the Meade, Kukpowruk. and Kokolik Rivers 

Ahout 150 miles east o f N l'R—l, I:. de K l.efling 
well cotnpleteil his classic work in the Canning 
River region. l:rom 1900 to 191-1, l.ellingwell map 
ped the Arctic coast In tin Harrow to the United 
States Canadian border lie  named and described 
the now famous Saillernchii Croup, w hich includes 
the primary o il reservoir ol the I’rin lhoe Hay field 
llis  report, published in 1910 as I >S< #S Professional 
Paper 109. is now a collector's item The region 
mapped by l.e llingwell from  the Canning River to 
the border was set aside in I960 as the Arctic 
National W ild life  Refuge (AN W R )
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I l t t  lntcriiaiioii.il Ruimilary C om m ission com  
pleted  locating and m arking the b o rd e r betw een 
the United States and Canada in 1912, and add! 
tinnal geologic inform ation was co llec ted  along it 
by I'SOS geologists a ttached  to the  m apping party.

Thus, the geology and geography of the east edge 
of this potential p e tro leum  province w ere known 
and m apped in a general way before the establish 
m ent of the Reserve. However, th e re  rem ained a 
virtually unknow n gap, 1,50 miles wide, betw een  
the Canning and Colville Rivers. Thai area included 
the Prudhoe Ray oil anil gas lielils

N P R - 'i  w as d e f in e d ,  a n d  i ts  b o u n d a r ie s  
described, on the basis of explorations carried  out 
before 1923 In delineating  the Reserve, account 
was taken o f the observations o f oil seepages at 
Cape Simpson, the  early explorations by the U.S. 
Navy (particularly  Howard's traverses in the  west 
ern area), and the traverse by Schrader and IVlers 
along the Colville River— the east boundary  of the 
Reserve Although som e detailed  surveys bail been 
made by l.ellingwell and the United States ( ana 
dian-houndary survey team s, theii inform ation was 
not considered  to  w arran t a change in delineation 
of the boundary. Furtherm ore , the northw est coast 
of Arctic Alaska was m ore accessib le by sea than the 
northeast coast.

S m i t h  n m l  M r i l i r  / m i l s  i r  s l i n g  w i l l i  i ln g  I f  m m  i l ln l i g  I h i  I u l n i l l r  
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In 1923, littk- was known ol tin- in terior o l the 
new Reserve live I'S  Navy recognized lli.il more 
geologic .mil geographic in lo im .ition  would  he 
re(|tiired for proper management, and so the li.N(iS 
was asked to survey the region Iro n t 1923 through 
1926.1 *S(IS parties traversed the Reset ve along the 
major rivers and i rossed the Drunks Range through 
I Inward I'ass and at the lir .n l ol the < n lv ille  River In 
19 3d. llte results ol these held studies and survevs 
h\ I* S Smith. I It M rrtie . |r . and others were 
puhlished m I S( ;s lli i l le lin  HIS Tins i  lassie report 
inr'hides the first tnpngraphii and gcologn mapsol 
the Reserve, as well as desirip tions ol the rock 
set|iienrrs and sirm  tures and an analysis ol the 
m inera l p o te n tia l o l the  re g ion , in e lu d in g  
petroleum and coal Although the authors could 
not idem it v the prei ise age o r ilis tr ih u lio n o l the o il 
shales, they eonclulled that these roeks were the 
most likely source ol crude o il They leit that 
sources in Palcn/ou rocks were "extremely p rob ­
lematic” and that, because the < relaceons ro i ks 
were ol shallow marine and terrestrial orig in, oil 
deposits derived Im m  them were “ like ly to he small 
and o| extremely sparse d istribu tion  Smith and 
Meriie noted the numerous anticlinal structures in 
the < re la i cons sci|ucm cs. as w ell as the laulicd and 
overthrust structures in the Paleozoic rocks ot the 
brooks Range and concluded that the regional d ip 
ol i l i i ' o ldci io« ks was nmnoi linal to die n o ii l i  
11 nis. pre < ret.neons lin k s  at < ape Simpson and 

along the Arctit mast would hi- below pr.u I n al 
d i illm g i l i  p ili I be \ l i  i  ommeuded lh.it I lit m vi 
steps in evaluating the petro leum  possib ilities 
should In d rilling  lot <.tt.iligi.iphu and s i iu i l iu . i l  
m lorina lion in tin  vnuu iv ol < ape Simpson, lot 
lowed In gcologn In Id studies and then d rillin g  hi 
other areas ili.n tin s( studies might m ilita te  to be 
la iorahlc
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The Pet-4 exploration 
program, 1943-53

There  was (lien 
no shortage o f petroleum  e ither for the U.S. Navy or 
for industry, and the remote and frig id  A rctic  was 
not an attractive target for commercial exploration 
However, World War II brought a new perspective 
and an increasing demand for petroleum  products 
to light a highly mechanized war. In 19-13, I t W I 
Foran, a form er I ISOS geologist and a Naval Reserve 
officer, prepared a memorandum to the 11 s bureau 
o f the budget, calling attention to the petroleum 
potential o f NPR—L Consequently, in I 9 i  \ the Sec­
retary o f the In te rio r issued Public Land O rder H i, 
which w ithdrew  from  further entry all the possible 
petroleum areas ol Alaska, including lands north  ol 
the drainage divide o f the brooks Range. Later in 
19*13, the U S bureau o f Mines tickled a party to 
investigate and sample the known o il seepages and 
to  cheek on reported seepages elsewhere in north 
ern Alaska, including those on the C olv ille River at 
the base of I 'mi.it M oim la in i

1 6 ! ' ico' ice

Hr

E X  

m
(In  the basis o f Ibran's 

enthusiastic report and the perceived need for 
additional domestic o il supplies, a major explora 
tion program, com m only called IV t—I, was started 
This program had a tremendous impact on not only 
the future o f petroleum  exploration hut also in.mv 
aspects ot life in the N orth  American Arctic

l l ic  IVt -  t program established the feasibility 
and practicality o f carry ing out large scale modern 
o il exp lo ra tion  ope ra tions in the A rc tic , and 
developed many new techniques lo r such opera 
lions During the period 19-15 through l ‘>52, i5 
shallow core tests and 36 lest wells were d rilled  in 
and adjacent to NPR—'I Public l-uu l O rder H i and 
the addition ol enabling appropriation language 
perm itted exploration in adjacent areas. I Ins d u ll 
ing resulted in the discovery ol o il deposits at
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I lmi.it, Cape Simpson, and l isli ( .reek, gas deposits 
at llio i.it, Harrow, and (itib ik , and prospective gas 
deposits at Meade. Square Like, and Wolf Creek 
( Jperatingbases were establislied ( and still exist )at 
Harrow and llm ia t; the gas deposit at Harrow was 
developed, and gas was produced lo r use orig inally 
by the US Navy base and other (loverivment 
installations and. in 196-t, by the entire Harrow 
co m m u n ity  The P e l- i Harrow camp fa c ility  
evolved in to  the Naval Arctic Research Laboratory, 
w hich was the huh ol I ' s Arctic seicutihe mvcstiga 
nous un til it was decommissioned in I9HI

I'lie I 'StiS i o iiin b iit io o  to this program tin luded 
m i i I.icc gco logn  m apping ol the Reset ve and 
.i«t|<fining .iii.i*. -.indv <>t sobsiiil.ue samples and

geophysical data, an a irhorue magnetic siirvcv. 
in terpretation o f the geologic framework, assess 
mem ol potential resources, and production of the 
first complete set o f plam metrie maps of all ol 
northern Alaska

A series ol reports on the IV t-  t program were 
prepared and published by the I S( ,s as Professional 
Papers 301 through V05 Thev iiu lu d c a h is to r i i . i l  
aeeouot, desc rip tion  ol logistics and opr rations 
w e ll h is to ries  ami d esc rip tio ns  a geophvsu .d  
report, and geologic n ijps  and descriptions o| tin 
extensive surl.ue mapping llio s  a general g io  
logu Iraiuework lot all ot iio i tin  i o Vlaska h i i  aim 
available loi die Insi tune



Several test w il ls  w i t i- ilr il lc d  on ih i' Hank ol die 
Harrow structure, anil a new gas Held was ihs 
covered ai Walakpa. I t  miles southwest ol Harrow 
I liis  ileposii may he uselul lo (lie Harrow io m  
m uniiy hut prohably is ol insullie ieni si/e  lo war 
rant development lo r export to the “Sottilt i»  
Hardier south on the downslope ol the I'rudhoe 
Harrow trend, test wells were d rilled  to explore the 
wedge edge o l potential reservoir rocks, and two 
deep test wells were d rilled  near the center o f the 
northern Alaska deposilional trough Additional 
lest wells were d rilled  on anticlinal structures ui 
(he foothills, an area that had been drilled ex ten 
sivelv in the IV t—t program, hut only lo r shallow 
hori/ons ( )nc lest well was d rilled  m the over 11 mist 
belt near the trout ol the Hrooks Kangc Nearly all 
these test wells produced shows o f o il o r gas, but no 
commercial deposits were discovered

The congressional mandate to continue supply 
ing gas to the Harrow com m unity required d rilling  
additional p roduction w i lls in that area Six wells 
were drilled, anil lour were completed lo r prodiu 
(ion

The third duty ol the US(iS was to complete 
cleanup ol the debris lio m  earlier work w ith in  01 
adjacent to the Reserve In addition, all the sites or 
"areas ol operations" ol the current program, as 
defined h i  a m em orandum  ot understanding  
(M O M ) w ith  the MS Bureau ol land Management 
(HI.M ). had lo  be rehabilitated and re vc gel a lei I A 
cleanup program was started by the MS Navv in 
i y - |  and was completed by the MS(.s in IPB i 
lliese sites have recently been ic liu n c d  to manage 
nient by the III.M

I In I.i Jhiiih ,V« I In i  w r i t ,  I n i i i l n l  m  lln- \ i i u l l i r i n  / m i l  <1/ l l i r  

N l ’l l , \ .  i i i i i  i /n n t i l i  1! 111  / u n i '  l ' 1 7 ' l  n t u l  1  mii / i l i ' t ri l  1 11  / i n n  I ' l S t l n l n  

Infil l  1I1 / i l l t  „/ / , '  l l l l l l  / u i



The 1974-82 exploration of NPR-4/NPRA
lilt* discovery ol o il and gas al Printline Mas in 

l%H. in combination w n li the Arab o il embargo ol 
iy - - i . M im iilaicd 11 u l s \a w  lo  propose, and die 
Congress lo  approve die nexi exploration program 
in die Reserve between I0 ~ i and to * " ' die Naw 
drilled seven test wells in die northeast corner ol 
the Reserve, follow ing the I’rotlhoe trend and hop 
mg lor similar results The Navy also d rilled  lour 
wells in the Harrow area anil discovered the Hast 
Barrow gas lield. thus provid ing an additional sup 
ply o f gas for local use

In l y ’S, the U S Navy signed a S year contrac t 
w ith Musky O il N I’R Operations, Inc., to  manage 
and supervise all aspects o f the exploration pro 
gram

In l y o ,  the Nav.il IV lro lcum  Reserves I ’roduc 
tion Act (Public laiw O -t-258) authorized further 
development and actual p roduction  fo r sale ol 
crude oil from N I’R Nos | . 2. and A m California and 
Wyoming, and redesignated N I’R—i .is the N l’ RA 
finis, the purpose ol these Reserves was redirected 
to augment domestic supplies ol crude o il The a« t 
also re i|uired studies o| other resources and alter 
native management systems lo r N l’RA Kcspon 
stbilily lo r these studies and tor < o iilinua iion  ol the 
N l’RA exploration program was transferred to the 
Secretary ol the Interior, who. in turn, assigned to 
the I S(»Slhreeduties I I Mm ihcrm go l the explora 
lion program I 2) continuation ol the operation 
maintenance, and production ot the gas iicltls at 
Harrow, and ( 5) cleanup ol debris Iclt Irom  prc 
vious activities m and ad|.icem to the N l’RA

The I IS(iS look over management ol the program, 
including all contracts and facilities, on June I, 
I * ) " -  The prim ary objective o f the exploration 
program was dclmcd as an assessment o f the o il and 
gas potential ol the entire Reserve A .secondary 
o h |iT livc  was the discovery ol com m ercially jiro  
due deposits Thus, all tests were d rilled  "on 
structure," to the extent lli.it tins could be deter­
mined A total ol 2H lest wells were d rilled  in the

period 197 i to I9H2, o f w hich 7 were under U.S 
Navy management. One. the W. T  l-oran test well, 
and a followup, th e ). W. Dalton test well, penetrated 
a section o f favorable rock sim ilar to that at Prudhoe 
Hay, but only shows ( indications) o f o il were found 
Apparently, o il had accumulated in quantity' at these 
lo c a lit ie s  b u t had s u h s c t| iic n t l\  m ig ra te d  
elsewhere
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Figure 1. Location map, National Petroleum Reserve in Alaska 
(NPRA) .
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LEGEND FOR FIGURE 2

1. Avak - 1

2. East Simpson - 1

3. East Simpson - 2

4. Iko Bay - 1

5. North Simpson - 1

6. Simpson - 1

7. South Barrow - 1

8. South Barrow - 2

9. South Barrow - 4

10. South Barrow - 6

11. South Barrow - 7

12. South Barrow - 8

13. South Barrow - 9

14. South Barrow - 10

15. South Barrow - 11

16. South Barrow - 13

17. South Barrow - 3

18. South Barrow - 16

19. South Barrow - 12

20. South Barrow - 14

21. South Barrow - 17

22. South Barrow - 19

23. South Barrow - 20

24. South Simpson - 1

25. Walakpa - 1

26. West Dease - 1

27. East Oumalik - 1

*28. East Topagoruk - 1

29. Kaolak - 1

30. Kugrua - 1

*31. Meade - 1

32. Oumalik - 1

33. P ea rd  - 1

34. South Meade - 1

35. Topagoruk - 1

36. Tunalik - 1

37. Atigaru Point - 1

38. Cape Halkett - 1

39. Drew Point - 1

40. East Teshekpuk - 1

*41. Fish Creek - 1

42. Ikplkpuk - 1

43. J.W. Dalton - 1

44. North Kallkplk - 1

45. So. Harrison Bay - 1

46. West Fish Creek - 1

47. W.T. Foran - 1

48. Inlgok - 1

*49. K n lf e b la d e  - 1, 2A

50. L ls b u rn e  - 1

51. Seabee - 1

52. Square Lake - 1 

*53. Tltaluk - 1

54. Umiat - 1

55. Umiat - 2

56. Uniat - 3

57. Umiat - 4

58. Umiat - 7

59. Umiat - 11

*60. Wolf Creek - 1

*61. Wolf Creek - 2

*62. Wolf Creek - 3

63. Grandstand - 1

64. Gublk - 1

65. Gubik - 2
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ARCO Alaska, Inc.
Post Office Bo* 100360 
Anchorage. Alaska 99510-0360 
Telephone 907 276 1215

January 23, 1997

Representative Joe Green 
Alaska State Legislature 
House of Representatives 
State Capital 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Re: House Joint Resolution No. 12

Dear Representative Green:

We at ARCO Alaska support resumption of leasing in the Natural Petroleum 
Reserve Alaska.

Sincerely,

Dave A. Sutter 
Land Manager 
Exploration & Land

A R C C  A ' . »  k j  t n r  •% . 1  S o b f t i d ’ . V / O *  A | : j n | i c R « e h f i « * l d C o m p a n y
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