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The Alaska Minerals Commission has annual expenditures of $6,700 for ongoing administrative costs, 
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budget.
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R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  T o m  B r i c e
ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

119 N . C u s h m a n ,  S t e .  2 0 5  
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While in Juneau 
State Capitol 

J u n e a u ,  A K  99801-1182  
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M e m o ra n d u m

To: R ep resen ta tiv e  Bill H u d so n
C o-C hairm an , A laska S tate L eg isla tu re

From : R ep resen ta tiv e  Tom  Brice/

Date: Jan u a ry  12,1998

RE: HB 296 "A n  act ex ten d in g  the te rm in a tio n  d a te  of the A laska
M in era ls  C o m m issio n ."

I respec tfu lly  req u est th a t this bill is sch ed u led  for a h earin g  in y o u r  
c o m m itte e .

G il

District 30
— ‘gig*



R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  T o m  B r i c e
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119 N . C u s h m a n ,  S t e .  205  
F a i r b a n k s ,  A K  99701 

90 7 -456-7423  /  F a x :  451-9293

While in Juneau 
State Capitol 

J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1-1182  
9 0 7 -^55 -3466

REPRESENTATIVE T O M  BRICE 
S P O N S O R  STA TEM EN T fo r HB 296

T he State o f A laska has an  en o rm o u s  w ealth  of m in e ra l deposits  an d  
m ines w ith in  its b o rders . The total v a lu e  of the m in e ra ls  in d u s try  in c reased  
23 p e rc en t in 1996 a lo n e  to a record $1,029.0 m illio n , the  first tim e th a t th e  
in d u s try  h as  exceeded  the one-billion  d o lla r m ark  in  a sing le  year. E stim ates  
say th a t the  total v a lu e  o f the in d u s try  will co n tin u e  to g row  w ith  p ro p e r  
m a n a g e m e n t.

T he A laska M inerals  C om m ission  is com posed  of 11 m em bers w ho a re  
ex p erts  in  the v a rio u s  aspects o f the  m in era ls  in d u stry . T he G o v e rn o r  
a p p o in ts  five m em b ers  and  the P resid en t of the  Senate an d  the S peaker of th e  
H o u se  each  a p p o in t th ree  m em bers to the com m ission  to serve  a t th e ir  
p leasu re .

T he A laska M inerals  C om m ission , estab lished  u n d e r  the  D e p a rtm e n t 
of C o m m erce  an d  Econom ic D evelopm en t, m akes re c o m m en d a tio n s  to th e  
G o v e rn o r an d  the  L eg isla tu re  co n cern in g  a p p ro p ria te  m in e ra l d e v e lo p m e n t 
w ith in  the  state. The C o m m issio n  also m akes re c o m m en d a tio n s  on  w ays to 
m itig a te  g o v e rn m e n ta l co n stra in ts  on d e v e lo p m en t of m inera ls .

T he A laska M in era ls  C o m m ission  is of o b v io u s  necessity  to th e  
c o n tin u in g  p ro sp erity  of the  m inera ls  in d u stry  in the state. P resently , th e  
A laska  M inerals  C o m m issio n  w ill be d isso lved  in  January  1999. HB 296 
ex ten d s  the  te rm in a tio n  d a te  of the  C om m ission  to F eb ru ary  1, 2004.

T h an k  you  for y o u r su p p o rt.

District 30
- —- —- ©



JAN— i 6 — 98 1 2 :2 0  PM ALASKA.MINERS.ASSN 9072787997

A L A S K A  M IN E R S  A S S O C IA T IO N , IN C .
801 W. Northern Lights Blvd., Suite 203, Anchorage. Alaska 09503 f  Ax: (907) 279-789/ Telephone: (007) 279-0347

January 16,1998

H o n o rab lcJ$ iiM g B L
Honorable Scott Ogan
Co-Chairmen, House Resources Committee 
Capitol Building 
Juneau, AK 99801

RE: House Bill 296, Extending the Alaska Minerals Commission 

Dear Representatives Hudson and Ogan,

The Alaska Miners Association supports extending the termination date o f the Alaska Minerals 
Commission as proposed in House Bill 296. The establishment o f the Alaska Minerals Commission in 
1986 and the work that the Commission has accomplished since that time can be credited as significant 
factors that have helped advance the mining industry during the past few years.

* i * . .
The Alaska Minerals Commission provides a venue for review and evaluation o f issues affecting the 
minerals industry in an objective and non-partisan manner. The value of this Commission has been /■ 
recognized by other states and countries and although I do not know if  any similar legislation has been 
passed, 1 do know that some other jurisdictions have worked on such legislation.

We urge passage o f I louse Bill 296. If we can be of further assistance in this manner please contact me. 

Sincerely,

Steven C. Borell, P.H.
Executive Director

cc: Representative Tom Brice
Representative Gene Thcrriault 
Representative John Davies



JAN-12-98 MON 3:52 PM ALASKA EARTH SCIENCES FAX NO. 907 349 3557

ALASKA EARTH SCIENCES 
11341 Olive Lane Anchorage, Alaska 99515

Phone: (907) 522-4*64 Fax: 349-3557
E-Mail: AKrocks@alaska.net

DATE: January 12,1998 

TO; Representative Tom Brice 

ATTN: Scott NUMBER OF PAGES: 1 
(including this page)

FROM: T. K. Hinderman

I would like to express support for continued funding for the Alaska Minerals 
commission as addressed in HB 296. The commission has been a very functional 
voice for the mineral industry in the past, and we would like to see the support 
continue. The overall cost is a very minor line in the overall budget, and the 
mineral industry as a whole is poised to make a significant contribution to the state 
economy for the first time since the second world war.

Sincerely,

Teni K. Hinderman
Consulting Exploration Geologist
General Partner, Alaska Earth Sciences

mailto:AKrocks@alaska.net
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M e w m o n t  A l a s k a  L i m i t e d
1818 Old Stecsc Highway North 

Fairbanks, Alaska 99712 
('X)7) 457-1794 
FAX 457-180!

JAN 2 01998

January 17, 1998

Rep Tom  Brice 

FAX: 465-2937

Re: HB 296 - M inerals C om m ission 

Hear R ep Rrice:

( understand you are in troducing a bill which extends the M inerals Com m ission for another five 
years. W e strongly support the efforts o f  the com m ission and the intent o f  your bill. The work 
o f  the com m ission in prom oting m ineral developm ent in Alaska, particularly by Dick Swainbank 
here in Fairbanks, is im portant to the state and we hope it continues

Thank von for introducing rhe bill and good luck with its passage

Sincerely.

Rich Harris 
Regional G eologist



, Kvaerner Environmental

15 January, 1998

Representative Tom Brice 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 
99801- 1182

Dear Representative Brice,

1 am writing this letter in support of HB 296 o f which you are the main sponsor. This bill 
extends the termination date for the Alaska Minerals Commission until 2004.

The Alaska Minerals Commission, through its meetings and annual report to the Alaska 
Legislature and Governor has proven itself to be a very effective factor in the 
advancement of the Alaska Minerals Industry. Recent successes in Alaska mining, such 
as the Fort Knox Mine near Fairbanks and the Interior Alaska exploration boom, owe 
much to the past and ongoing efforts o f the Minerals Commission.

The Minerals Commission has sparked meaningful changes beneficial to Alaska Mining 
(with the jobs and revenues for Alaska communities and the state) in such broad ranging 
issues as; settlement of the mental health lawsuit, municipal taxation of resources in 
place, diminutive discharges, exploration incentiv urogram, and the very successful 
statewide airborne geophysical program.

The Commissions modest budget and staff support through the Department o f Commerce 
and Economic Development is a model o f how public- private partnerships can work 
effectively.

I fully support extension of the Commission as spelled out in MB 296. Please call if I 
may be of any assistance in moving this important bill through the legislative process.

Thanks for your efforts.

Sincerely,- /

Albert H. Clough, P. Geol.

KV/ERNER
3100 Cfinrtnei Drve Su'te2 
Juneau, AK 09801 '.SA

T- -1  907 A63 5383 
F.-.. *1  90 7 <163 52.14
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P.O. B OX  110800 

JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811-0800 

P H O N E: (907)465-2500 
FAX: (907) 465-5442 

TDD: (907)465-5437

T O N Y  K N O W L E S ,  G O V E R N O R

J a n u a r y  2 0 ,  1 9 9 8

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  T o m  B r i c e  

S t a t e  C a p i t o l ,  R o o m  4 2 6  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B r i c e ,

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  a n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  s u p p o r t s  H B  2 9 6 ,  w h i c h  e x t e n d i ,  t h e  l i f e  o f  

th e  A l a s k a  M i n e r a l s  C o m m i s s i o n .  T h e  A l a s k a  M i n e r a l s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  a  f o r m a l  l i n k  b e t w e e n  i n d u s t r y  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a n d  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  b r i n g i n g  v a r i e d  a n d  i n - d e p t h  m i n e r a l s  e x p e r i e n c e  to  t o p i c s  b e i n g  

c o n s i d e r e d  b y  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t

T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  p r e s e n t s  a n d  s u p p o r t s  g o v e r n m e n t a l  a c t i o n s ,  t h a t  a s s i s t  a n d  p r o m o t e  r e s o u r c e  

e x p l o r a t i o n ,  f a c i l i t a t e  m i n e r a l  a n d  c o a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  i m p r o v e  t h e  r e g u l a t o r y  e n v i r o n m e n t  f o r  

p r o d u c t i o n  o f  m i n e r a l  p r o d u c t s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  D G G S  a i r b o r n e  g e o p h y s i c a l  s u r v e y  p r o g r a m  h a s  

a t t r a c t e d  m o r e  t h a n  S  1 0 . 0 0 0 ,0 0 0  in  e x p l o r a t i o n  f u n d s  t o  th e  F a i r b a n k s  D i s t r i c t ,  a l o n g  w i t h  s u b s t a n t i a l  

i n c r e a s e d  e x p l o r a t i o n  a c t i v i t y  a s  t h e  g e o p h y s i c s  p r o g r a m  e x p a n d s  t o  o t h e r  a r e a s .  E x e m p t i o n  o f  n a t u r a l  

r e s o u r c e s  f r o m  m u n i c i p a l  t a x a t i o n ,  a d v a n c i n g  R S 2 4 7 7  a c c e s s  t h r o u g h  S t a t e  l a n d s ,  l i m i t i n g  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

c l o s u r e  o f  S t a t e  l a n d ,  a n d  o p e n i n g  c l o s e d  S t a t e  l a n d  t o  m i n e r a l  e n t r y  h a v e  f u r t h e r  e s t a b l i s h e d  A l a s k a ' s  

s t a n d i n g  a s  a  p r e m i e r  m i n i n g  r e g i o n .  C o n t i n u i n g  s u p p o r t  a n d  v i g i l a n c e  f r o m  t h e  M i n e r a l s  C o m m i s s i o n  

e n s u r e s  p r o g r e s s  in  t h e s e  a n d  o t h e r  i s s u e s  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  i n d u s t r y .

S i n c e r e l y .

J e f f r e y  W ,  B u s h  

D e p u t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

c c :  P a l  P o u r c h o l .  L e g i s l a t i v e  D i r e c t o r


