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“ A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  u s e  o f  f o r c e  b y  p e a c e  o f f i c e r s  a n d  c o r r e c t i o n a l  
o f f i c e r s . ”

S B  3 0 9  w i l l  p r o t e c t  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s  f r o m  l e g a l  a c t i o n  w h e n  a c t i n g  
w i t h i n  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  a n d  o p e r a t i o n a l  g u i d e l i n e s .  T h e  u s e  o f  n o n - l e t h a l  
m u n i t i o n s ,  s u c h  a s  r u b b e r  b u l l e t s  a n d  b e a n  b a g  r o u n d s ,  a r e  a n  a c c e p t e d  
m e t h o d  o f  r e n d e r i n g  c e r t a i n  s u s p e c t s  h a r m l e s s  w i t h o u t  d o i n g  l o n g - t e r m  o r  
p e r m a n e n t  i n j u r y .  A  b e a n  b a g  r o u n d  o r  o t h e r  n o n - l e t h a l  p r o j e c t i l e  i s  
d e s i g n e d  t o  s e r v e  a s  a  f a r  r e a c h i n g  b a t o n  w h i c h  d o e s  n o t  r e q u i r e  t h e  o f f i c e r  
t o  g e t  t o o  c l o s e  t o  a  p e r s o n  w h o  m i g h t  w a n t  t o  h a r m  t h e m s e l v e s  o r  o t h e r s .  
H o w e v e r ,  a c c i d e n t s  d o  h a p p e n .  I t  i s  t h i s  u n l i k e l y  a c c i d e n t  t h a t  S B  3 0 9  
a d d r e s s e s .

U n d e r  c u r r e n t  l a w ,  a  * f r i l ly  t r a i n e d  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r  a c t i n g  w i t h i n  
d e p a r t m e n t a l  g u i d e l i n e s  c o u l d  b e  h e l d  c i v i l l y  l i a b l e  f o r  i n j u r i e s  r e s u l t i n g  
f r o m  t h e  u s e  o f  n o n - l e t h a l  p r o j e c t i l e s .  S B  3 0 9  w o u l d  p r o t e c t  l a w  
e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s  a n d  c o n t i n u e  t o  a l l o w  p o l i c e  d e p a r t m e n t s  t h e  f r i l l  r a n g e  
o f  t o o l s  n e e d e d  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  A J a s k a .

I la  ska h e g k k t u e e

h u h
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B u l l e t
s t o p s
s u i c i d e
Beanbag draws  
bruise, not blood
By RACHEL C ,'P.O 
Daily News reporter

A womun sat on the steps 
outside of her Muldoon home 
Tuesday with a  butcher knife 
in her hanu.

Twenty feet away, Anchor­
age police crouched behind a 
mailbox, a  parked ca r and a 
snow berm  in case the woman 
charged them  with the knife.'

Sobbing, she told officers 
she wanted to hurt herself. 
She asked police to kill her. 
Then she pressed the knife to 
her w rist

A m em ber of the Crisis In­
tervention Response Team 
took aim and shot the woman 
in the thigh. But instead of a 
bullet, he fired  a beanbag 
made from  lead shot and can­
vas. The round, flat bullet 
shot out of a 37 m m  tear-gas 
gun only bruised the woman. 
She dropped the knife and 
ended up in the hospital for 
psychiatric evaluation.

Anchorage police have 
joined a  growing number of 
law  enforcem ent agencies 
across the country to add 
beanbag ammunition to their 
cache of w hat are  called- 
“less-lethal" weapons. The 
idea of shooting beanbags is 
decades old but in the last 
few  years has been refined to 
m ake them  m ore accurate ‘ 
and easier to use.

The technology became 
part of the Anchorage arse­
nal two years, ago, but CURT 
officers use it very infre­
quently and, so far, only in 
certain cases of attempted 
suicide. Alaska State Troop­
ers have never used the bul­
lets, although they’ve had 
them on hand for a year.

“Jt’s a very good interme­
diate tool for resolving a cri-

Please see Back Page.
BEANBAG



: W hen a  bullet isn’t needed
Continued (rom Pago A-1 J

eta." cold CIRT (supervisor Sgr. Ken Spadofo-. 
ra. "We would rather send someone homo 
with a Tew bruises than have them kill them­
selves."

But beanbag bullets ore not without contro­
versy. Delivering the punch of o heavyweight 
boxer or a fastball, they have caused at least 
five deaths Outside, Including that of a suicidal 
Canadian man who died last year after Ottawa- 
Carleton police shot him with a beanbag from 
a 12-gauge shotgun. The beanbag struck hlrr. 
right above the heart, lodging In his chest 

Sometimes they don’t work at all, especial­
ly when the targets are feeling no pain, either 
because they are seriously wounded or 
hyped-up on drugs, police agree.

The first time police In Springfield, Mo., 
used beanbag bullets four years ago, nine 12- 
gauge rounds failed to stop a frail, 72-vear-old 
man who had already shot himself In the head, 
said Lt Ron Hartman of the Springfield Police 
Department Hartman trained Anchorage po­
lice in the proper technique two years ago and 
trains officers nationwide. The elderly man fi­
nally sat down, and an officer grabbed him 
while he was momentarily distracted, he said.

Beanbag mishaps aro rare, and the bullets 
save more lives than not authorities say. Mis­
fires can happen when the bullets, which are 
packed Inside shells, fail to properly unfold.
Serious injury or death Is possible if the bullets 
strike vulnerable body parts instead of large 
muscle masses like legs or abdomens, Hart­
man said.

“The bottom line is, they are Important tools 
for preventing further deaths," he said. "Basi- 

‘ tally, it’s like delivering a baton strike from a 
safe distance. Everybody's getting In on It."

Anchorage police have used beanbag bullets 
at least a dozen times since they got them,
Spadafora said. In one case, a round broke a 
small bone of one suicidal person. All the others 
caused only bruises: As far as he’s concerned, 
making too much of the risk factor Is mislead­
ing.

“A baton can kill you If it hits you In the 
wrong place too many times," he said.

In the '60s, some police agencies used a 
crude and clumsy version of beanbag ammu­
nition for riot and crowd control, said Larry 
Glick, executive director of the National Tac­
tical Officers Association in Pennsylvania.
The old-style beanbagj were inaccurate, how­
ever, and fell from favor until the improved 
verslou came out In mid-1990s. . .

•They’re a real hot item right now." said Q O Z e fl  t im e S  SlD C e th e V  QOt 
Glick, who added that about3,000 officers year “  * ' XT
ore trained to use beanbags Instead of bullets. tnQfTl. OQt, KGITI ODBCIdfOlcl 
"They’re definitely a wave of the future." ~

Police have used the new beanbags for 
such a short time that no one yet keeps com­
plete statistics, Glick said.

Hartman’s colleague, Springfield Police 
Capt Steve IJames, told the Ottawa Citizen 
newspaper last year, however, that four peo­
ple had died from beanbags before the Ot­
tawa death. And none of thobeanbags in those 
earlier cases pierced the skin. For example, a 
Texas man died In 1994 after a beanbag 
struck him In the throat, tald 1 James, a lead­
ing authority on less-lethal weapons, who also 
helped train Anchorago CIRT officer*.

Locally,, police use two sizes of beanbag 
bullets, Spadafora said. Tho smaller, square 
bullets can be fired from 12-gaugo shotguns 
while the larger, round ones are fired from 37 
mm tear gas guns.

So far, only about 30 of the 325 officers In 
Anchorago have been trained In Ihe use of 
beanjng ammunition. Eventually, all officers

' M M alarial: Canvas and lead s h o t : ; . -  
■ SLzas: 12-gauga shotgun and 3 7  mm tear- 
gas gun are the two sizes that Anchorage police 
use.
ES12 gauge:
Surface: Two-Inch square (pictured above upper 
right)
W eight 40 grams or 1.4 ounces 
Velocity: 300 feet per second 
Operating range: 10 to 25 yards 
C o st S5 per bullet 

.H  37 mm:
Surface: Three-inch diameter circle (pictured 
above lower left)
W eight 150 grams or 5.2 ounces 
Velocity: 180 feet per second 
C o st: $18-20 per bullet 
B  What happens:
The bag Is wrapped tightly inlo a shell and Is 
shot out of a 12-gauge shotgun or a 37 mm 
tear- gas gun. As it moves tov/ard Ihe target, tho 
bag unfolds. Upon impact, the bag collapses and 
conforms to Ihe target The lead shot acts as a 
fluid medium: distributing the energy over the 
whole surface.
S  What can go wrong:
The 12-gauge bag doesn't completely unfold 
until it reaches 25 yards.
If shot at close range, 30 or 40 feel away; the 
Impact could cause serious Injury or death.

Court**: Anchor*;* Pole* D*pirtm*nt Th* OrtpyVui
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A n c h o r a g e  p o l i c e  h a v e  u s e d  

b e a n b a g  b u l l e t s  a t  l e a s t  a

s a i d .  I n  o n e  c a s e ,  a  r o u n d  

b r o k e  a  s m a l l  b o n e  o f  o n e  

s u i c i d a l  p e r s o n .  A l l  t h e  o t h e r s  

c a u s e d  o n l y  b r u i s e s .  A s  f a r  

a s  h e ’s  c o n c e r n e d ,  m a k i n g  

t o o  m u c h  o f  t h e  r i s k  f a c t o r  I s  

m i s l e a d i n g .

will bo trained. But the new bullets will never 
supplant real guns or bullets, which always 
will be on hand os a bnck-up In every situa­
tion, Spadafora said.

"Beanbags are Just another option," he 
said. "They're not replacing anything."


