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This bill expands the level of force a correctional officer or peace officer can use by authorizing "non-lethal firearms" and "defensive
weapons” to be used in situations where only non-deadly force is allowed. Normally a deadly weapon is defined as "any firearm or
anything designed for and capable of causing death or serious physical injury, including a knife, an axe, a club, metal knuckles or an
explosive." While it might seem obvious that a non-lethal firearm could fit the definition of deadly weapon because of its
capabilities, this bill makes it acceptable for police and correctional officers to use such weapons even where deadly force is not
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Sponsor Statement
SB 309

“An Act relating to the use of force by peace officers and correctional

officers.”

SB 309 will protect law enforcement officers from legal action when acting
within their training and operational guidelines. The use of non-lethal
munitions, such as rubber bullets and bean bag rounds, are an accepted
method ofrendering certain suspects harmless without doing long-term or
permanent injury. A bean bag round or other non-lethal projectile is
designed to serve as a far reaching baton which does notrequire the officer

to gettoo close to a person who might want to harm themselves or others.

However, accidents do happen. It is this unlikely accident that SB 309

addresses.

Under current law, a * frilly trained police officer acting within

departmental guidelines could be held civilly liable for injuries resulting
from the use of non-lethal projectiles. SB 309 would protect law

enforcement officers and continue to allow police departments the frill range
oftoolsneeded to protectthe citizens ofAJaska.



Bullet
Stop s
suicide

Beanbag draws

bruise, not blood

By RACHEL C P.O
Dar'KNewsreporter
womun sat on the steps
outsrge of h rl\/!) orr}e
Tuesday with a butc erkn
in her hatnufeet
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%9 0 cecro ngeﬂ 5
al ox a ar car an
snow erm |n cas{:htj1 oman,

charged them wi ife.’
ognebr e tol cers

sh% \évsantgd Otolceur)t reelf
Then she pr%ssed t[he knrtje
her wrist
Amember of the Crisis In-
tervention Response Team
took aim_and shot the w m
thetrh Bu |nsea %
|re ea

madefrom ead sh o an can
vas. The round, flat bullet
shot out of a 3/ mm tear-gas
un only brujsed the woman,
he dropped the knife and
ended . up_in the hoertaI for
psychiatric eva uatro

Anchorage . police have
lorned ag rowrn% number. of
aw enforcement agenci s
across the country to add
beaﬂ unition to t eJ
cac e W at are ca
ess- et a _weapons.

a“ecac?es o0 bk Fna’tﬁagf‘ast

Tew years hasbeen refined to
make them more accurate
and easler to use.
The technolo became
R art of the Anchorg%e arse
? two years,ago
officers” use |t very in re
quently and, so far onI
certain cases of attem ted
suicide. Alaska State Tro
ers have never used theb
lets, aIthough the had
them on hand for ajear
“Jt’s a very good interme-
diate tool forresolving a cri-

Please see Back Page.
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: When a bullet isn’'t needed

Continued (rom Pago A-1 J

eta” cold CIRT (s 1visor
ra. "WWe would er sl
with a Tew brurses than have them kill them-

selves.’

But beanbag bullets ore not without contro-
versy. Deliverin the nchofoheavyvver ht
hoxer or a fastball have caused at
five deaths Outside, Includrng thatofasurcrdal
Canadian man t}(ear after
Carleton police shot himwi from

a 12 shotgun. The struck hlrr.
rrght e the heart, lodging In his chest

Sometrmes they con't work at all, espegial-

when the targets are feelrng nopain, either
ecause they “are serrousl wounded or
-up on drugs, po a%

he first time Irce In Springfield, Mo,

used bean buII tsfourye rs anne 12
-vear-Ol

%a]aurge roun falled tostop afrail
alrea shothrmselflnthehead

saidLt Ron Hartman ofthe Springfield Police
Department Hartman trarned Archorage
lice in the proper technique twoyears
trains officers nationwide. The €lderl manfr-
naIIP/ sat down, and an officer
e he was momentarily distracted, hesard
‘mishaps aro rare, and the bullets
save more ives than not authorities say. Miis-
fires can tne bullets, vvhrch are
cked Insi sheIIs fail © ro ttyeu
erious injury or death Is possr er bul ets
strike vulherable body parts instead of large
muscle masses like legs or , Hart-
man said.
rtanttools
said. "Basl-

“The bottomline is, tneyarel
for preventing further deaths,”
ta]!lydrgtsallqr ke Eelrvetr)rn abaton strlrke frI(t)m a
safe distance. Eve non
Anchorage ryhave/w?am bullets
at least a en times since they gat them,
Spadafora said. In one case a round broke a
small of onesuicidal

theothers
caused only bruises; As far he concermed,
making tod much of the rrsk factor Is misleac-

ng‘A baton can kill you If it hits you In the
wronr% ﬁ) ace too many times,” he said.
60s, some “police agencies used a
crude and ¢lumsy version of beanbag ammu-
nition for riot and crowd control, said | arr
Glick, executive director of the National Tac-
tical Officers Association In_Pennsyivania.
The oId-s le beanbagj were Inaccurate, how-
ever and tell from f or untrl the |mproved
verslou came outIn mic- ”
" sai

GIrcLhV\Xt L hmab'%(l%t cfetr)rs ear
"a'r%ea’etf’n.ﬁ rgrg%me?&f’ Wllets

Po ice have used for
such ashort time that no one yet keeps com-
plete statistics, Glick said.

Hartman's_col ea%e Springfield Palice
%gwg e T ey T o e

hﬁ%p (?red 170m Besnbas betore

Or-
vva death. And noneoftho

in those
earlier cases pierced the skin, For éxample, a
Texas man died In 194 after a
struck him In the throat, tald James, a lead-
? authority on less-lethal weapons, who
ped train Ancnor 0 CIRT offrcer*

[-ocally,, police us sizes
bullets, Spa rdlurd.saj Mﬁto sma?er squ%?g
bullets can be fired from 12 shotguns
while the arger round ones are fired from 37
mmt ar gas

So far, onlyg about 30 of the 325 officers In
Anchorago have been trained In Ihe use of
beanjng ammunition. Eventually, all officers

r. Ken Spadofo-.
someone homo

" MMalarial: Canvasand leadshot: ;.-
m Slzas: 12-gauga shotgun and 37 mm tear-
gas gun are the two sizes that Anchorage police
use.
ES12 gauge:
Surface: Two-Inch square (pictured above upper
right)
Weight 40 grams or 1.4 ounces
Velocity: 300 feet per second
Operating range: 10to 25 yards
Cost S5 per bullet
H 37 mm:
Surface: Three-inch diameter circle (pictured
above lower left)
Weight 150 grams or 5.2 ounces
Velocity: 180 feet per second
Cost: $18-20 per bullet
B What happens:
The bag Is wrapped tightly inlo a shell and Is
shot out of a 12-gauge shotgun ora 37 mm
tear- gas gun. As it moves tov/ard Ihe target, tho
bag unfolds. Upon impact, the bag collapses and
conforms to Ihe target The lead shot acts as a
fluid medium: distributing the energy over the
whole surface.
S What can go wrong:
The 12-gauge bag doesn't completely unfold
until it reaches 25 yards.
If shot at close range, 30 or 40 feel away; the

Impact could cause serious Injury or death.
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Anchoragepolice have used
beanbagbulletsatleasta

QOZefltimeS SID g§ theV QOt
tnQfTI. 0Qt, KGITI ODBCIdfOlcl
said. Inonecase,around

broke a smallbone ofone
suicidalperson. Allthe others
causedonlybruises.As far
ashedsconcerned, making
toomuch ofthe risk factor s
misleading.

trained. But the new bullets will never

will
supplant real guns or bullets, which always
¥%’A'A t%e o%a bnck-up In every situa-

anbags are Just another option," he
said. "TheyTe not replacing anything.”



