


S e n a t o r  D a v e  D o n l e y
A L A S K A  ST A T E  L E G IS L A T U R E

S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t  f o r  
C S S B  2 8 4  ( S T A )

" A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to  c r u e l t y  to  a n i m a l s "

C S  SB  2 8 4  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  in  r e s p o n s e  to  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  a n i m a l s  
a n d  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  p r o s e c u t i n g  c a s e s  w h i c h  i n v o l v e  a n i m a l  c r u e l t y .

T h e re  h a v e  b e e n  n u m e ro u s  in c id e n ts  o f se r io u s  a n im a l c ru e lty  a n d  n e g le c t in  
A la sk a  w h ic h  h a v e  g o n e  u n -p ro se c u te d  b e cau se  o f th e  c u r re n t s ta tu to ry  la n g u a g e .
O n e  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  l a n g u a g e ,  w h i c h  r e a d s ,  " i n t e n t i o n a l l y  i n f l i c t s  
s e v e r e  a n d  p r o l o n g e d  p h y s i c a l  p a i n  o r  s u f f e r i n g  o n  a n  a n i m a l " ,  is  " u n -  
p r o s e c u t a b l e " .  C S  SB  2 8 4  g iv e s  t h e  s t a t e  a  m o r e  w o r k a b l e  s t a t u t e .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  
o u t l i n e s  t h e  c h a n g e s  t h e  b i l l  w o u l d  m a k e .

❖ C h a n g e s  " i n t e n t i o n a l l y "  to  " k n o w i n g l y "  w h i c h  l o w e r s  t h e  s t a t e  o f  m i n d  t h e  s t a t e  
m u s t  p r o v e  in  p r o s e c u t i n g  a n  a n i m a l  c r u e l t y  c a s e .  T h i s  w o u l d  h e l p  in  c a s e s  o f  
s t a r v i n g  a n i m a l s .  A n  o w n e r 's  a c t io n s  m a y  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  " i n t e n t i o n a l " ,  b u t  a  
r e a s o n a b l e  p e r s o n  w o u l d  " k n o w "  t h a t  l a c k  o f  f o o d  c a u s e s  s t a r v a t i o n .

❖ C h a n g e s  " r e c k l e s s l y "  to  " w i t h  c r i m i n a l  n e g l i g e n c e "  w h i c h  l o w e r s  t h e  c r i m i n a l  
s t a n d a r d .  R e c k le s s n e s s  is  i n d i c a t e d  b y  a n  a w a r e n e s s  a n d  c o n s c i o u s  d i s r e g a r d .  
C r i m i n a l  n e g l i g e n c e  is  i n d i c a t e d  b y  a  " f a i l u r e  to  p e r c e i v e  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  a n d  
u n j u s t i f i a b l e  r i s k  t h a t  t h e  r e s u l t  w i l l  o c c u r . . . "  A S  1 1 .8 1 .9 0 0 .

❖ A d d s  " a n i m a l  h u s b a n d r y "  t o  e x i s t i n g  s t a t u t e  a s  a n  a c c e p t e d  p r a c t i c e  a n d  a  d e f e n s e  
to  t h e  p r o s e c u t i o n .

❖ D o e s  n o t  a f f e c t  e x i s t i n g  s t a t u t e  w h i c h  p r o t e c t s  f a r m e r s ,  r a n c h e r s ,  h u n t e r s  a n d  
t r a p p e r s  w h o  a r e  c o n d u c t i n g  a c c e p t e d  v e t e r i n a r y  p r a c t i c e s  i n c l u d i n g  c a s t r a t i o n ,  
d e - h o r n i n g ,  b r a n d i n g ,  e u t h a n i z i n g ,  e tc . A S  1 1 .6 1 .1 4 0

❖ D o e s  n o t  a f f e c t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s t a t u t e  w h i c h  d e s i g n a t e s  c r u e l t y  to  a n i m a l s  a s  a  c la s s  
A  m i s d e m e a n o r .

S u p p o r t e r s  o f  t h i s  b i l l  i n c l u d e :  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a w ,  M u s h  W i th  P r i d e ,  t h e  
A l a s k a  F a r m  B u r e a u ,  t h e  A l a s k a  L iv e s to c k  P r o d u c e r s  C o o p e r a t i v e ,  t h e  A l a s k a  
A n i m a l  C o n t r o l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  A l a s k a  S o c ie ty  f o r  t h e  P r e v e n t i o n  o f  C r u e l t y  to  
A n i m a l s ,  I d i t a r o d  R a c e  W i n n e r  L ib b y  R id d l e s ,  F a i r b a n k s  A n i m a l  C o n t r o l ,  K e n a i  
A n i m a l  C o n t r o l ,  F r i e n d s  o f  P e t s ,  a n d  t h e  G a s t i n e a u  H u m a n e  S o c ie ty .
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Mash with PRi£)E
Providing ' R esponsib le  In fo rm ation  on a  Dog's E n v iro n m e n t

David M onson, President Mush with PRIDE 
P.O. B ox 60249 
Fairbanks. AK 99706

Sen. D ave Doncly 
State Capitol
Juneau. AK 99801 M arch 18, 1998

RE: SB-284 ANIM A L CRU ELTY  BILL

Dear Sen. Donely,

Thank you for yo u r continuing efforts to strengthen Alaska's animal cruelty laws. We believe that 
the lowering o f  the criminal standard fo r prosecution o f  cruelly to animals is a  necessary step in 
protecting A laska's dom estic animals from  negligent owners.

Sleddog m edicine has becom e a specialty within the  veterinary profession. Veterinary m em bers o f  
die International Sled D og Veterinary M edical A ssociation (an internationally recognized 
professional organization), A s w ell as m ost veterinarians in  the A laska V eterinary Medical 
A ssociation arc well aw are o f  the  conditions and standards used in assessing carc and  well-being 
o f  sleddogs. In a  additon. M ush w ith PRIDE has issued Sleddog C arc G uidelines which set 
standards for m ost com m on sleddog practices. These PR ID E stan dards, which have been endorsed 
by all m ajor Alaskan racing organizations (Iditarod, Q uest and AD M  A) a s w ell as m ost 
international sleddog racing groups (ISDRA and IFSS) w ere developed with constant input from 
several m ushing veterinarians who are Directors o f  PRID E. Therefore, w e believe that the cuim ei 
statute does provide adequate protection against prosecution. W e do  not feel that any other 
m ushcr-specific defense against prosecution is needed to protect mushcTS against prosecution.

W e  are hopeful that SB-284will be  passed this session so that state officials can better deal with 
the small minority' o t  abusive owners who tarnish the im age o f  our state and the official state sport 
o f  dogsledding.
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March 2, 1998 

To Whom It May Concern:

The Alaska Society for the Prevention o f Cruelty to Animals, SPCA is in full support o f SB 284. Efforts 
in past cruelty cases have been next to nothing. Alaska needs to have a stronger law to support our justice 
system in prosecution o f  animal abusers. The SPCA in past years, has witnessed animal abusers in the 
worst scenarios. Due to insufficient laws, the District Attorney’s office was unable to penalise these 
people. Animal abuse is and has been occurring throughout the state. Most people are unaware o f the 
severity o f  some o f these cases. Public awareness is increasing and the state needs to update legislation to 
deal with cruelty offenders.

Statistics show that there is a definite link between animal cruelty and spousal, child abuse occurring 
within the home.

Again, the SPCA, as well as most o f the general public, are in strong support o f  SB 284, and show a very 
strong interest in the passage o f this bill.

SPCA State Heodqualwi and Spay CtWc • 649 W. International Airport Rood •  Ancfwroge, Akaita 99518
Phone:562-2999

v

Sincerely,

Ethel Christensen, Director

Diane Zarfoss

Lori Cornett

"Kindness Uplifts The World"



7705 GLACIER HWY. JUNEAU, ALASKA 9980 • (907)785-0260 FAX (907) 785-1795

F e b ru a ry  2 6 , 1998

S e n a to r  D a v e  D o n ley  
S ta te  C ap ito l B u ild in g  
Ju n e a u , A la s k a  99801

S e n a to r  D a v e  D on ley :

O n  b e h a lf  o f  th e  G astin eau  H u m an e  S o c ie ty  w e  w o u ld  like  to  g o  o n  reco rd  a s  b e in g  in  su p p o rt o f  
S e n a te  B ill 2 8 4 . T h e  s ta tu to ry  lan g u ag e  c u rre n tly  in  A S 1 1 .61 .14 0  is very  d ifficu lt to  p ro v e  and  
c o u r ts  h av e  b e e n  u n ab le  to  p ro se c u te  a  n u m b e r  o f  n eg le c t and  crue lty  cases. B ill 2 8 4  w ill im p ro v e  
th e  lan g u a g e  in A S  1 1 .6 1 .14 0  an d  enab le  p ro se c u to rs  to  con v ic t th o se  th a t  h av e  p artic ip a ted  in 
o b v io u s  a c ts  o f  n eg lec t and  cruelty .

C u rre n tly  b o th  th e  H u m an e  S o c ie ty  o f  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  and  A m erican  H u m an e  h av e  in itia ted  
cam p a ig n s , ‘F i r s t  S tr ik e  A nim al C ru e lty  /  H u m a n  V io len ce”  and “ C am p aig n  A g a in st V io len ce” , 
th is  y e a r  to  in c re a se  th e  a w are n e ss  a n d  a le rt all ag en cies  invo lved  in ad d ressin g  issues o f  child 
a b u se  and  n e g le c t th a t  th e re  is a  h ig h  c o rre la tio n  b e tw e e n  anim al abu sers  and  ch ild  abusers . I f  th e  
an im al a b u s e r  c an  b e  p ro se c u te d  u n d e r A S  1 1 .6 1 .1 4 0  th is co u ld  be  a  to o l n o t o n ly  to  p rev e n t 
fu r th e r  an im al c ru e lty  b u t a lso  p ro v id e  o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  in te rven tio n  in cases w h e re  ch ild ren  a re  
a lso  v ictim s.

I f  th e re  is  a n y th in g  I  can  d o  to  fac ilita te  p a s sa g e  o f  B ill 2 8 4  p lease  le t m e kn ow .

S in cere ly ,

E x e c u tiv e  D ire c to r

— A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION -
TOTAL P .01



F a ir b a n k s  N o rth  S t a r  B o r o u g h Department of Direct Services 
Division of Animal Control

2408 Davis R oad*r\0 . Box 71267#fairbanks, Alaska 99707-1267 (907)459-1451 *  FAX (907) 459-1120

March 13, 1998

The Honorable Dave Donley 
Alaska State Capitol, Room 508 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Senator,

I support passage of CSSB 284, an act relating to cruelty to animals.

The proposed changes create a more useful tool for investigators and prosecutors of cruelty to 
animals cases than the current language. It has long been known that under the current statute 
the only good evidence to prove the crime of cruelty to animals is a dead animal. The proposed 
changes will give enforcement officers the ability to intervene and hopefully save animals before 
they die or suffer severe injury due to inhumane treatment.

With the strong connection between cruelty to animals and abuse of children and other humans it 
is essential that we take cruelty to animals very seriously. Recognition, intervention and effective 
prosecution of cruelty to animals cases may help prevent the cycle of abuse from continuing in 
Alaskan families. Cruelty to animals cannot be tolerated, and an enforceable law is the first step in 
addressing the problem. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Laura Hood, Manager 
Division of Animal Co. ol


