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“ A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  p o l y g r a p h  o r  o t h e r  l i e - d e t e c t i n g  t e s t i n g  f o r  c e r t a i n
c o r r e c t i o n a l  o f f i c e r s . ”

S B  2 4 4  a l l o w s  t h e  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  o f  p o l y g r a p h  t e s t s  t o  c o r r e c t i o n a l  o f f i c e r s  o r  
p e r s o n s  a p p l y i n g  f o r  e m p l o y m e n t  a s  c o r r e c t i o n a l  o f f ic e r s .  P r e s e n t l y ,  o n l y  p o l i c e  
o f f i c e r s  a n d  c e r t a i n  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  p o l y g r a p h  t e s t i n g .  
C o r r e c t i o n a l  o f f i c e r s  a r e  in  g r e a t  p o s i t i o n s  o f  p o w e r  a n d  m a n y  a r e  a r m e d  l ik e  o t h e r  
l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s .  P o l y g r a p h  t e s t i n g  i s  n o  l e s s  in  o r d e r  f o r  c o r r e c t i o n a l  
o f f i c e r s  t h a n  o t h e r  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  p e r s o n a l .

P o l y g r a p h  t e s t i n g  i s  a  w a y  t o  i n s u r e  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  i n t e g r i t y  o f  c o r r e c t i o n a l  
o f f i c e r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  s a f e t y  o f  t h e  p u b l i c ,  i n m a t e s  a n d  o t h e r  c o r r e c t i o n a l  
e m p l o y e e s .  P o l y g r a p h  t e s t i n g  i s  a  p r o v e n  m e t h o d  o f  s c r e e n i n g  e m p l o y e e s  f o r  
p o s i t i o n s ,  w h i c h  r e q u i r e  h i g h  s e c u r i t y  a n d  s a f e t y .  T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i l l  p r o t e c t  t h e  
S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  a n d  i t ’s  c i t i z e n s .
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Senator Jerry Ward 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capital
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 

Dear Senator Ward,

February 11, 1998

On behalf of the Alaska Peace Officers Association (APOA), I would like 
to thank you for introducing SB 244 relating to polygraph testing for 
certain correctional officers.

At a recent meeting of the APOA Board of Directors, we unanimously 
agreed to endorse SB 244. We feel that this legislation will help ensure 
that only the most qualified of applicants will be selected for critical 
correctional officer positions and that the use of polygraph testing is a 
valuable tool in this process.

Please contact us if there is anything we can do to assist you with this bill 
as it proceeds through the legislative process. You may contact us at the 
APOA office in Anchorage at 277-0515

Once again, thank you for sponsoring this legislation.

jjncerely,

(u /nm e***-

Jharbonneau 
State President
Alaska Peace Officers Association


