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ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE
House of Representatives

COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS:

LABOR & COMMERCE COMMITTEE. CHAIRMAN 
SPECIAL COMMITTED ON OIL & GAS. MEMBER 
JUDICIARY COMMITTEE. MEMBER 
CORRECTIONS BUDGET SUBCOMMITTEE. MEMBER 
ADMINISTRATION BUDGET SUBCOMMITTEE .MEMBER 
HESS BUDCET SUBCOMMITTEE. MEMBER

Y t& m , i  I

JU.

Representative Norman Rokeberg

INTERIM:
716 WEST 4TH AVENUE. SUITE 640 
ANCHORAGE. AK 99501 
PHONE: (907)256-8191 
FAX: (907)258-2516

SESSION;
STATE CAPITOL 
JUNEAU, AK 99801-11B2 
PHONE: (907| 465-496B 
FAX: (907) 465-2040

SPONSOR STATEMENT 
REPRESENTATIVES NORMAN ROKEBERG AND JERRY SANDERS 

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 1
Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the State of Alaska relating to the

duration of a regular session

House Joint Resolution 1 proposed an amendment to Alaska's 
Constitution that would limit regular legislative sessions to 90 consecutive 
calendar days. If this resolution passes, the proposed constitutional amendment 
would be presented to the voters at the 1998 general election. The voters would 
then decide the fate of this proposal.

Ninety days is more than enough time for the Legislature to complete its 
business. In an era of decreasing budgets, reducing the session by thirty days 
would save state funds. As an example, the amount expended for session per 
diem would decrease by some $298,600. According to the fiscal note, personal 
services costs would be reduced by over $1 million, as staff hired for session- 
only service would be kept on for a shorter period of time. Therefore, 
approximately $1.5 million in savings would be realized by a shorter session.

Prior to 1984, the Legislature had no time limit on the number of days it 
could remain in session. The voters approved the present 120-day limit on 
November 6,1984. Since that time, it has been amply proven that the Alaska 
Legislature can operate within a time limit. It is now time to shorten that session 
limit so that the business of the people can be addressed in a reasonable 
manner within a reasonable time limit.

Some have expressed concern that limiting the session to 90 days would 
limit the opportunity to review the Spring Revenue Forecast and make the 
necessary budget decisions. Alaska’s Constitution currently provides that the 
Legislature convene on the fourth Monday in January but gives the Legislature 
the right to change that convening date by law. This date has been changed to 
the second Monday of January except after a gubernatorial election. A later 
start date, such as the one mentioned in the Constitution, would take care of 
some of the problems concerning Spring budget forecasts.



If Alaskans truly want a citizen-legislature, a 90-day session limit would 
assist in this goal. Currently, some that were elected to office have to give up 
their previous businesses in order to accomplish the business of the state. A 
wider pool of candidates would be attracted by a short legislative session. With a 
shorter session limit, a legislator could spend more time in their districts listening 
to their constituents, working at their chosen non-legislative profession, and just 
being home.

Your positive consideration of this measure would be appreciated.

ED2:3/3/98



ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE 
House of Representatives

COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS:

LABOR H COMMERCE COMMITTEE. CHAIRMAN 
SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON OIL & GAS. MEMBER 
JUDICIARY COMMITTEE. MEMBER 
CORRECTIONS BUDGET SUBCOMMITTEE. MEMBER 
ADMINISTRATION BUDGET SUBCOMMITTEE .MEMBER 
HESS BUDGET SUBCOMMITTEE. MEMBER

M  I J L

Representative Norman Rokeberg

INTERIM:
716 WEST 4TH AVENUE. SUITE 640 
ANCHORAGE. AK 99501 
PHONE: (907)258-9191 
FAX: (907)258-2916

SESSION:
STATE CAPITOL 
JUNEAU. AK 99801-1182 
PHONE: (907)465-1968 
FAX: (907)465-2040

SECTIONAL ANALYSIS 
HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 1 

By Representatives Norman Rokeberg, Jerry Sanders and Vic Kohring

Section 1. Provides an amendment to the Constitution of the State of Alaska 
limiting legislative sessions to 90 consecutive calendar days.

Section 2. Instructs that this proposed amendment be placed before Alaskan 
voters for consideration at the next general election.



STATES

1997 LEGIS' ATIVE SESSION CALENDAR
'Legislature meets throughout the year 

_________________ DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY jUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
ALABAMA

KANSAS

KENTUCKY

LOUISIANA

MAINE

MARYLAND

DATES
Feb 4-May 19

ALASKA Jan. 13-May 13 f

ARIZONA |an. 13-Aorl 26 j

ARKANSAS |an. 13-mid-March j?

CALIFORNIA |an. 6-mid-Sept. ^

COLORADO Jan. 8-May 3 ^

CONNECTICUT |an. 3-|une 4 L-

DELAWARE |an. 14-Jur.e 30 '

FLORIDA March 4-May 2

GEORGIA |jn . 13-late March ic

HAWAII |an. 15-early May

IDAHO |an. 5-late March

ILLINOIS |an. 8" ^

INDIANA |an. 7-April 29

IOWA |an. 13-late April

|an. 13-late May

No regular session On;jniu;:on.ii seiiion | jn . ;

March 31-|ur.e 23

Dec. A, 1996-Jurss 18

|an. 1 -April 7

MASSACHUSETTS |jn . I*

MICHIGAN |an. I 5‘

MINNESOTA |an. 7-Mav 19

MISSISSIPPI |an. 7-April , A

MISSOURI |an. 3-May 30

MON i ANA Jan. o-mid-April

NEBRASKA |an. 3-earlv |une j j

NEVADA Jan. 20-early July

NEW HAMPSHIRE Jan. S-mid-|une

NEW JERSEY |an. 14’ £

NEW MEXICO |an. 21-March 22

NEW YORK Jan. S'

NORTH CAROLINA |an 29-mid-|uly

NORTH DAKOTA |an. 7-mid-April

OHIO |an. o ' fCjji

OKLAHOMA Feb. 2-May 30 Orgjni.’J iiorjl session |jn. 7

OREGON |an. 13-late |une

PENNSYLVANIA |an. 7 ' p

RHODE ISLAND |an. 7-early July

SOUTH CAROLINA |an. 14-|une5 £

SOUTH DAKOTA |an. 14-mid-March y

TENNESSEE Feb. 3-late May Or:jnir.stion,)l session |jn. 14

TEXAS |an. 14-June 2 | j

UTAH |an. 20-March 5

VERMONT |an. 8-late May fe ?

VIRGINIA Jan. 8-Feb. 22

WASHINGTON |an. 1 3-April 27

WEST VIRGINIA Feb. 12-April 12 Organisational session |jn. 3

WISCONSIN Jan. o '

WYOMING Jan. 14-March 10 p

PUERTO RICO |an. 1 3-May 30 Reconvene! Sept.-Oct.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA |an. 2 '

mm National Conference of State Legislatures
WASHINGTON OFFICE: 4-1-1 North Capitol Street. Suite 515 • Washington, D.C. 20001 • (202) 624-5400 FAX (202) 737-1069 

DENVER OFFICE: 1560 Broadway. Suite 700 • Denver. Colorado S0202 • (303) S30-2200 FAX (303) S63-SC03

^ H IS  S E S S IO N ,  CALL  J iC S L  FOR  A N SW E R S  TO YOUR Q U E S T IO N S !



National Conferenca of Slate Legislatures 
1996 LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION CALENDAR 

as of May 28, 1996_______________

State
Hegular

Convenes
Session

Adjourn s Comments

Alabama Feb-06 May-20
Alaska Jan-08 May-07
Arizona Jan-08 Apr-2 0
Arkansas No regular session
California Jan-03 Aug-3 1
Colorado Jan-10 May-0 3
Connecticut Feb-07 May-0 3
Delaware Jan-09 Jun-3(3
Florida Mar-05 May-0<
Georgia Jan-08 Mar-1fi
Hawaii Jan-17 Apr-2<
Idaho Jan-09 Mar-1i
Illinois Jan-10
Indiana Jan-08 Mar-08
Iowa Jan-08 May-01
Kansas Jan-08 May-06
Kentucky Jan-01 Apr-15
Louisiana Apr-29 Jun-12
Maine Jan-03 Apr-04
Maryland Jan-10 Apr-08
Massachusetts Jan-03 Jul-31
Michigan Jan-10 •

Minnesota Jan-16 Apr-04
Mississippi Jan-02 Apr-19
Missouri Jan-03 May-17
Montana No regular session
Nebraska Jan-08 Apr-18
Nevada No regular session
New Hampshire Jan-03 Jul-01
New Jersey Jan-09 ■

New Mexico Jan-16 Feb-15
New York Jan-03 •

North Carolina May-13 Jun-21
North Dakota No regular session
Ohio Jan-01 •

Oklahoma Feb-05 May-31
Oregon No regular session
Pennsylvania Jan-09 •

Rhode Island Jan-02 May-29
South Carolina fan-09 Jun-06
South Dakota an-09 Mar-11
Tennessee an-09 Apr-26
Texas to regular session -  -
Utah Jan-15 Feb-28
Vermont Jan-03 May-03
Virginia an-10 Mar-11
Washington Jan-08 Mar-07
West Virginia Jan-10 Mar-15 extended session by 6 days
Wisconsin Jan-09 •

Wyoming Feb-19 Mar-15
Puerto Rico IJan-08 Jun-30 session extended from April 30 lo June 30 by joint resolution
Oistrict of Columbia Jan-03 ■

* Legislature meets throughout the year.
Highlighting indicates that the state has finished its regular session far 1956.



National Conference of Stato Legislatures 
1997 LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION CALENDAR 

as o f November 1996

State
Regular

Convenes
session

Adjourn s Comments

Alabama Feb-04 May-1 9

Alaska Jan-13 May-1 3

Arizona Jan-13 Apr-2 6

Arkansas Jan-13 mid Ma r

California Jan-OQ mid Sepit Organizational session begins December 2,1996

Colorado Jan-08 May-0 9

Connecticut Jan-08 Jun-O-4

Oelav/are Jan-14 Jun-3 ]

Florida Mar-04 May-O.2 Organizational session begins November 19.1996

Georgia Jan-13 late-Ma r

Hawaii Jan-15 early Ma;{
Idaho Jan-08 late Ma r

Illinois Jan-08

Indiana Jan-07 Apr-2S Organizational session begins November 19,1998

Iowa Jan-13 late Ap

Kansas Jan-13 late May Organizational session begins December 2. 1996

Kentucky No Regular Session Organizational session begins January 7,1997

Louisiana Mar-31 Jun-23

Maine Dec-04-96 Jun-18

Maryland Jan-01 Apr-07

Massachusetts Jan-01 •

Michigan Jan-15 •

Minnesota Jan-07 May-19

Mississippi Jan-07 Apr-06
Missouri Jan-08 May-30
Montana Jan-08 mid Apr
Nebraska Jan-08 early Jun

Nevada Jan-20 early July

New Hampshire Jan-08 mid Jun Organizational session begins December 3,1996

New Jersey Jan-14 «

New Mexico Jan-21 Mar-22
New York Jan-08 •

North Carolina Jan-29 mid July
North Dakota Jan-07 mid Apr Organizational session December 1996

Ohio Jan-06 •

Oklahoma Feb-02 May-30 Organizational session begins January 7. 1997
Oregon Jan-13 late Jun
Pennsylvania Jan-07 •

Rhode Island Jan-07 early July
South Carolina Jan-14 Jun-05 Organizational session is held following election certification

South Dakota Jan-14 mid Mar
Tennessee -eb-03 fate May Organizational session beg;*'Janua ry  14,1997

Texas Jan-14 Jun-02

Utah Jan-20 Mar-05 Orientation session November 22, 1998

Vermont Ian-08 late May
Virginia lan-08 Feb-22
Washington Ian-13 Apr-27
West Virginia :eb-12 Apr-12 Drganizational session begins January 8,1997
Wisconsin Jan-06 «

Wyoming Jan-14 Mar-10

Puerto Rico Jan-13 May-30 JSecond portion of session runs Sept-Oct.
District of Columbia Jan-02 *

* Legislature meels throughout the year.
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Too darned long
WITH  T H E  end of the 1997 legislative session in sight, let’s 

suggest again that it’s time to make a fundamental change in 
the way Alaska lawmakers do their business.

We’re not talking about the conduct or results of this session. We 
are not criticizing legislators, individually or collectively.

The change that’s needed is in the system itself.
Simply put, the state’s annual legislative sessions last too long.
As thing now stand, lawmakers meet for four months every year. ;
For one-third of every year, the principal focus of government is 

on events happening in the state House and Senate. The workings 
of the bureaucracy may go on, albeit with some considerable distrac­
tions hum the Capitol, but the attention of the top administration 
leaders — the commissioners, their deputies and various depart­
ment heads — is riveted on what is happening in the Legislature.

Once adjournment is reached, each department of the govern­
ment spends the next three months dealing with implementation of 
any new laws that affect their respective operat.ons, and struggling 
with financial changes caused by budget cuts and changes in line- 
item appropriations.

And during the final one-third of the year the administration— 
all the departments, commissioners, deputy commissioners and 
workers down the line — must concentrate on planning for the next 
session, preparing new bills for introduction, working on the next 
budget, and generally gearing up to do battle all over again. ,

It’s a wonder anything gets done.

T H E R E  IS  a solution.
By statute or by constitutional amendment, it should be mandat- ; 

ed that the Legislature handle the state budget process on a two- 
year cycle — rather than dealing with appropriations annually.

• Every other year, legislators should meet for a short session — 45 
days a t the maximum — to consider only a biennial budget. No oth- 
er legislation would be considered, ^mer than that required to ad­
dress items that are judged to be absolute emergencies.

On the alternate years, the legislators would meet to consider 
general legislation — no budget work at all. Without the need to 
deal with budgets and funding, the work of this session would not 
require lawmakers to be in Juneau for four months of the year.

Maybe, under this scenario, they could get the work done in 60 
days. Certainly 90 would be sufficient, under any circumstances.

The grim need for legislators to be in Juneau for a third of the 
year would be eliminated. And the administration would have much 
more time to concentrate on the job of running the state.

This  is not  rocket science. This is not  plowing new  fields in gov- 
e m m on*  A n v  n u m b e r  of s ta tes  now operate,  very successfully, in
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The Legislature

add i t i onal  550 0  per year.  Al so ,  leg is la tors  m a y  c la im 565 per day  for  each  d a y  spent  on 
lea is l a t i ve  bus iness  du r in g  the inter im.

S e c t i o n  S. R e g u l a r  S e s s io n s

T h e  l e g i s l a tu r e  s h a l l  c o n v e n e  iri r e g u l a r  sess ion  e a c h  y e a r  on  the  
f o u r t h  M o n d a y  in J a n u a r y ,  b u t  the  m o n t h  a n d  d a y  m a y  be  
c h a n g e d  by  law.  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  sha l l  a d j o u r n  f r o m  r e g u l a r  
sess io n  no l a t e r  t h a n  o n e  h u n d r e d  t w e n t y  c o n s e c u t i v e  c a l e n d a r  
d a y s  f ro m  the  d a t e  it c o n v e n e s  e xc e p t  t h a t  a r e g u l a r  se ss ion  m a y  
be  e x t e n d e d  on c e  f o r  u p  to ten  c on s e c u t i v e  c a l e n d a r  d a y s .  A n  
e x t e n s io n  o f  t he  r e g u l a r  se ss ion  r e q u i r e s  the  a f f i r m a t i v e  vo te  o f  a t  
least  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  t he  m e m b e r s h i p  of  e a c h  h o u s e  o f  t he
l eg i s la tu re .  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  sh a l l  a d o p t  as p a r t  o f  the  u n i f o r m
ru le s  o f  p r o c e d u r e  d e a d l i n e s  f o r  s c h e d u l i n g  sess ion  w o r k  no t  
i n c o n s i s t e n t  w j th  p r o v i s i o n s  c o n t r o l l i n g  the  l eng th  o f  the  sess ion .

T h e  first sen tence  of  this sec t ion  p rov ides  for annual  se ss ions  o f  the legislature.  T h e  
m a jo r i ty  o f  states have annua l  sess ions ,  and  in those  where  the cons t i tu t ion  provides  for 
b iennia!  se ss ions  (a sess ion  eve ry  tw o  years) ,  a special  session  dur in g  the "of t"  year  is
c o m m o n .  Th e  abil i ty to m eet  annua l ly ,  in o rder  to keep  abreas t  o f  current  d e ve lo pm en t s
a nd  a dm in is t r a t ive  act iv i ty,  is gen e ra l ly  cons ide red  necessary  for a leg islature to be an 
e f fec t ive  po l i cy -m ak in g  body  and to avoid  be ing  d o m ina ted  by the ex ecu t iv e  branch.

T h e  legis la ture has c h a n g e d  the beg inn in g  o f  the regular  session  to the se cond  M onday  
in J a n u a r y  at 10:00 a.m. ,  excep t  fo l l owing a guberna tor ia l  elect ion year,  w h e n  it is the 
thi rd M o n d a y  in January  at 10:00 a .m.  ( A S  24 .25 .090) .  T h e  later date fo l l owing a 
g u b e rn a to r i a l  elect ion g iv e s  a new- g o v e r n o r  an extra w e e k  to prepare  for the open in g  o f  
the sess ion .

T h e  se c o n d  sentence  e s tabl i she s  a l imit  o f  120 days  after  c on v e n in g  for each  regular  
s e s s ion  (wi th  one t en -cay  ext en s ion  if ag re ed  to by  two- th i rds  o f  each house).  This  l imit 
w a s  im p o se d  by a cons t i tu t ional  a m e n d m e n t  rat ified by  the voters  in 19S4. Until that 
t ime,  the cons t i tu t ion  d id  not l imit the length o f  sessions.  T h e  f ramers  o f  the cons ti tu t ion  
a d o p t e d  the progress ive  v iew  that the leg is la ture shou ld  not be rushed in its del iberat ions,  
as the bus i nes s  of  m o d e rn  state g o v e r n m e n t  is too c om ole x  to be t ransacted  in hurried,
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in frecuer.:  sessions.  ( A b o u t  two- th i rds o f  state cons t i tu t ions im pose  so m e  l imit  on the 
length of sessions. ) De legat es  feared that cons t rain ts  on the length (and f r eque ncy )  of  
sess ions might  result  in i l l -conceived or imprudent  measu res  as well  as a legislat ive 
d is advantage  vis-a-vis the execut ive .

O ve r  the years, sessions lasted progress ive ly  longer.  Init ially, they ran a bou t  70  days ;  by 
the ear ly  1930s, sessions  o ve r  twice that length were  c om m o n .  A las ka ns  both  inside and 
outs ide  the legislature g r e w  increas ingly  skeptica l  that all o f  this t ime w a s  spen t  wise ly  
and oroduct ively.  In 1973,  the legislature (s topping short  o f  a dop t in g  an  a m e n d m e n t )  
asked Alaskans to cast  an adv i so ry  vote on l imit ing the length o f  regular  se ss ions  to 120 
cavs .  The  oroposi t ion a sked  voters  whe ther  a const i tut ional  a m e n d m e n t  to that effect  
should  be placed before the m  in the 19S0 elect ion.  The  voters res pond ed  s t rong ly  in the 
aff i rmative.  Three  years  later  the legislature acted to put an a m e n d m e n t  before  the 
e lectora te  in the 1934 gene ra l  elect ion that would  l imit  the session to 120 days .  It was  
rat ified by a ' crge ma jor i ty  (150 ,999 to 46 ,099).

In May  1955, a; the end o f  the 120:h cay  o f  the se cond  regular  session o f  the fourteenth  
legislature,  legislative leaders s topped the c lock  in order  to co m ple te  bus iness  before the 
adjournmen t  deadl ine.  A  suit  wa s  filed chal lenging  the legali ty o f  the 29 laws passed 
after  midnight .  Th e  .Alaska Su p re m e  Cour t  rejected the cha l lenge ,  ho ld ing  that  the day  
the legislature con venes  sh ou ld  not  be counted  against  the 120-day limit, so the legisla ture 
has.  in effect, a total of  121 days  in w h ich  to t ransact  bus iness (Alaska Cr.risiiar. Bible 
fnsii::ne •/. S a te ,  772 ? .2d  1079,  1939).

Th e  call for deadl ines  for sc hedu l ing  sess ion work ,  found in the last se n te nce  o f  this 
sect ion,  is an effort  to mi t iga te  the perennial  p roblem o f  the ’logjam" o f  leg is la t ion  at the 
end o f  ine session (most  o f  the bills that pass the legislature are enacted  in the c losing 
davs  o f  the session,  often in long, wear isome  meet in gs  which  are not  c on d u c iv e  to the 
studious  del iberat ion o f  eac h  item).

At  the end of  the se co nd  regu lar  session o f  the sev en teen th  leg islature  (1991 - 1992),  both 
houses  adjourned before w o r k  wa s  comple ted  on several  app ropr ia t ion  bills. In this case 
it was  too late to extend the regular  session  a cc ord in g  to the provis ion  in this sect ion ,  so 
the legislature cal led a soecia l  session to finish its business.

r,i i; .  i:  I;
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in f recuent  sessions.  ( A b o u t  two- th i rds o f  state cons t i tu t ions  i m p o s e  s o m e  l imit on the 
length  of  sessions. )  D e le gat es  feared that  cons t rain ts  on the length  (and f re que ncy )  of  
se ss io ns  might result  in i l l -conceived or im pru den t  m e a s u re s  as wel l  as a legislat ive 
d is ad van ta ge  vis-a-vis the execut ive .

O v e r  the years,  se ss ions  lasted progress ive ly  longer . Init ial ly,  they  ran  a bou t  70  days ;  by 
the ear ly  1930s, se ss ions  o ve r  twice  that length w e r e  c o m m o n .  A l a s k a n s  b o th  inside and 
ou ts ide  the legisla ture g r e w  increas ingly skeptica l  that all o f  this t im e  w a s  spen t  wise ly  
and  p r o d u c t i v e l y ,  in 1973,  the legislature (s topping shor t  o f  a d o p t in g  an a m e n d m e n t )  
a sk ed  Alas ka ns  to cas t  an a dv i so ry  vote on l imi t ing  the length  o f  r eg u lar  s e s s ions  to 120 
days .  The  propos i t ion  a sk ed  voters  whether  a cons t i tu t iona l  a m e n d m e n t  to that effect  
s hou ld  be placed before  the m  in the 19S0 e lect ion.  T h e  voters  r e s p o nd e d  s t rong ly  in the 
af f i rmat ive .  Th re e  year s  later  the legislature ac t ed  to put  an a m e n d m e n t  before the 
e lec tora te  in the 1934 gene ra l  elect ion that w ou ld  limit the sess ion  to 120 days .  I: was  
rat if ied by a large ma jor i ty  (1 50 ,9 99  to 46,099) .

In May 1935, a: the er.d o f  the 120th day o f  the s e co n d  regular  s e ss io n  o f  the four teenth  
legislature,  legislative leaders s topped the c lock in order  to c om p le t e  bus ines s  before  the 
a d jo u rn m e n t  deadl ine .  A  suit  w a s  filed cha l le nging  the legal i ty o f  the 29  laws passed 
af ter  midnight .  The  A laska  S up re m e  Cour t re jected the chal l enge ,  ho ld ing  that the day  
the legislature con v e n es  s hou ld  r.ot be counted agains t  the 120-day l imit ,  so the legislature 
has .  in effect,  a total o f  121 c a y s  in which  to t ransact  bus iness  (Alaska Christicr. Bible 
Institute v. State, 772 P .2d 1079, 1939).

T h e  call for dead l in es  for sc hedu l ing  session w ork ,  found  in the las: s en tence  o f  this 
sect ion ,  is an effort  to mi t iga te the perennial  p rob le m  o f  the " lo g jam "  o f  legislat ion at the 
end  o f  the session  (m os t  o f  the bills that pass the  legislature are ena c ted  in the c los ing  
d avs  o f  the session,  often in long, we ar isome m e e t ings  w h ich  are not  c on d u c iv e  to the 
s t ud ious  del iberat ion o f  each  i tem).

At  the end of  the se cond  regular  session  o f  the se ven tee n th  leg is la ture  (1991 - 1992),  both 
h ouse s  adjourned before w o r k  w a s  comple ted  on severa l  app ropr i a t ion  bills. In this case 
ic wa s  too late to ex ten d  the regular  session acc ord in g  to (he p rov is ion  in this sect ion,  so 
the legislature cal led a specia l  session  to finish its business .



Seldovia Cham ber o f  Com m erce
P. 0. Drawer F 

Seldovia, Alaska 99663-0150
Phone  & Fax:  907-234-7612, www.xyz.net /- -se ldovia

M a rc h  23, 1998

Normal  Rokeb e rg  
State Representat ive  
H o u s e  District  11 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

De ar  Mr.  Rokeberg:

Y o u r  letter to Tinnet te  Paulson, former President  o f  t he  Seldovia Chamber  o f  Commerce ,  w a s  
forwarded to  me for  response,  since I am the  present  Cham ber  President .

I am very much in favor  o f  a 90-dav session limit (HJR 1) on  the  legislature, because  it will save 
the state a great  deal o f  money,  and because I think they  should  be able to get  their business done 
in ninety days.

http://www.xyz.net/--seldovia
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Shorter session, 
better government

mong the more pert inent  pieces of legislation fUed 
this session is a proposed amendmen t  to the state  
Constitution that  would limit the 120-day session to 90 
days. If passed, House Joint Resolution No. 1 would 

requi re a vote of the people.
I t ’s a worthy concept that  keeps surfacing, especially with 

legislators who live e lsewhere,  and we think it meri ts  
discussion.

Here's why: Eve ry  year ,  Christmas and New Year  
holidays a re  very near ly  ruined for people preparing  to 
return to Juneau for the session. Fi rst ,  they mus t  wind down 
their duties and close up their offices before Christmas.  Then, 
they must pack up their belongings and hit  the road around,  
the New Year  to m ake  it to Juneau in t ime to sett le in for the 
session. New legislators must  be in Juneau by about Jan .  4 so 
they can take par t  in orientations. Some legislators and staf f  
members  must  catch  a ferry! Many cf them arr ive  in the 
capital  exhausted, having had their family t ime over the 
holidays completely disrupted.

This has spawned an annual  sense of dread  among many 
involved in the Legislature,  a dread that isn't  easily dissolved 
by the friendliness of Juneau. As one staf f m e m be r  put it, 
they feel as though they a re  gerbils on a t readmil l :  “ S'/e get 
here (Juneau)  with a bad at t i tude."
Rep. Norm Rokeberg and Rep. Jerry Sanders are putting 

their efforts behind the resolution, the very one that died of 
neglect last session. Rokeberg argues the Legislature could 
start later, perhaps in February or early March. So much uf 
what the Legislature does must wait until the March budget 
forecast from the Department of Revenue, so why not wait to 
get started until some of the real nuts-and-bolts work can be 
done?
.-. Years ago. the people of Alaska became frustrated with 
thcfLeglslature'when sessions-withbut-lirnitS dragged on'until 
JunJ'or July. Thus, the 120-day limTt'was passed by voters.
We think an even shorter session would be just as responsive, 
more cost-effective for the people of Alaska, and possibly 
even more productive. Other states do it.
Although Juneau would feel an economic impact, the 

perceived need to move the capital to Anchorage or 
elsewhere would become far less important.
The idea of a shorter session is also in line with the concept 

of a citiiten statesman government, one that has legislators 
spending more time in their districts, working in their own 
professions and being available to listen to their constituents. 
And that's a capital idea that would benefit the state as a 
whole.
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Set a 90-day legislative session
A m ong  t h e  m o r e  p e r t i n e n t  p i e c e s  of  l eg i s la t i on  f i led  

this se s s ion  is a  p r o p o s e d  a m e n d m e n t  to t h e  s t a t e  C o n ­
s t i tu t ion  t h a t  w o u l d  l im i t  t h e  120-day se s s i o n  to 90 days .  
I f  pas se d ,  H o u s e  J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  No.  1 w o u l d  r e q u i r e  a 
vote o f  t h e  p e o p l e .

It 's a w o r t h y  c o n c e p t  t h a t  k e e p s  s u r fac ing ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
wi th le g i s l a to r s  w h o  l ive e l s e w h e r e ,  a n d  w e  t h i n k  it  m e ­
rits d is cus s ion .

H e r e ’s why:  E v e r y  y e a r ,  C h r i s t m a s  a n d  N e w  Y e a r  h o ­
l idays a r e  v e r y  n e a r l y  r u i n e d  f o r  p e o p l e  p r e p a r i n g  to 
r e t u r n  to J u n e a u  f o r  t h e  s e s s io n .  F i r s t ,  t h e y  m u s t  w i n d  
down  t h e i r  d u t i e s  a n d  c lo se  u p  t h e i r  off ices b e f o r e  
Chr is tmas .  T h e n ,  t h e y  m u s t  p a c k  u p  t h e i r  be i o n g in g s  
and  h i t  t h e  r o a d  a r o u n d  t h e  N e w  Y e a r  to m a k e  it  to J u ­
ne a u  in t i m e  to s e t t l e  in fo r  t h e  s e s s i o n .

N e w  l e g i s l a to r s  m u s t  b e  in  J u n e a u  by  a b o u t  J a n .  4 so 
they  c a n  t a k e  p a r t  in o r i e n t a t i o n s .  S o m e  le g i s l a to r s  a n d  
s taff  m e m b e r s  m u s t  c a t c h  a  fer ry .  M a n y  a r r i v e  in t h e  c a ­
pital  e x h a u s t e d ,  h a v i n g  h a d  t h e i r  fam i l y  t i m e  o v e r  t h e  
ho l id ay s  c o m p l e t e l y  d i s r u p t e d .

This  h a s  s p a w n e d  a n  a n n u a i  s e n s e  o f  d r e a d  a m o n g ’ 
many  invo lv ed  in  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  a  d r e a d  t h a t  i s n ’t : 
eas i ly  d is so lv ed  by  t h e  f r i e n d l i n e s s  o f  J u n e a u .  As o n e  
s ta f f  m e m b e r  p u t  it, i h e y  fee l  as  t h o u g h  t h e y  a r e  g e rb i l s  
on a t r e a d m i l l :  “We  ge t  h e r e  ( J u n e a u )  w i th  a  b a d  a t t i ­
t u d e . ”

Rep.  N o r m  R o k e b e r g  a n d  R e p .  J e r r y  S a n d e r s  a r e  
pu t t i ng  t h e i r  e f fo r t s  b e h i n d  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n ,  t h e  ve ry  o n e  
tha t  d ied  o f  n e g l e c t  las t  s e s s io n .  R o k e b e r g  a r g u e s  t he  
Le g is la tu re  c o u l d  s t a r t  l a t e r ,  p e r h a p s  in F e b r u a r y  o r  
ear ly  March .  So m u c h  o f  w h a t  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  d o e s  
must  w a i t  un t i l  t h e  M a rc h  b u d g e t  f o r e c a s t  f rom t h e  D e ­
p a r t m e n t  o f  R e v e n u e ,  so why  n o t  w a i t  to get  s t a r t e d  
unti l  so m e  o f  t he  rea l  n u t s - a n d - b o l t s  w o r k  c a n  be  d o n e ?

Y e a r s  ago, t h e  p e o p l e  o f  A l a s k a  b e c a m e  f r u s t r a t e d  
wi th the  L e g i s l a t u r e  w h e n  s e s s i o n s -w i th o u t - l i m i t s  
dragged  on  u n t i l  J u n e  o r  July .  T h u s ,  t h e  120-day l im i t  
W25 p a s se d  by voters .  We t h i n k  a n  e v e n  s h o r t e r  s e s s i o n  
would  be  j u s t  as r e s p o n s i v e ,  m o r e  cos t -e f fec t ive  for t h e  
people  o f  A las ka ,  and  p o s s ib ly  e v e n  m o r e  p ro d u c t iv e .  
O th er  s t a t e s  do  it.

.Although J u n e 2 u w o u l d  fee l  a n  e c o n o m i c  impac t ,  t h e  
p e rc e iv ed  n e e d  to move t h e  c a p i t a l  to A n c h o r a g e  o r  e l ­
s e w h e r e  w ou ld  b e c o m e  f a r  less  i m p o r t a n t .

Th e  idea of  a s h o r t e r  s e s s i o n  also is in l ine  w i th  the  
concept of a citizen-s.tatesman g o v e r n m e n t ,  o n e  tha t has 
legislators spending' m o r e  t i m e  ir. t h e i r  d is tric ts , 
working in th e ir own professions a n d  b e ing  available to 
listen to th e ir constituents. And tha t’s a capita ! idea 
that v.oulci bene fit the state as a whole.

—J u n e a u  E m p i r e ,  J a n .  26
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