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R eferred :

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVES GRUSSENDORF, Berkowitz

A BILL

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

1 "An Act relating to cruelty to animals."

2 I BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 11.61.140(a) is amended to read:

(a) A person commits the crime of cruelty to animals if the person

(1) knowingly [INTENTIONALLY] inflicts severe [AND 

PROLONGED] physical pain or prolonged suffering on an animal;

(2) with criminal negligence, fails to care for [RECKLESSLY 

NEGLECTS] an animal and, as a result [OF THAT NEGLECT], causes the death of

the animal or causes severe physical pain or prolonged suffering to the animal; or

(3) kills an animal by the use of a decompression chamber.

New T ext U nderlined  [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
CSIIB  57( )
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Sponsor Statem ent 
HB 57

"An Act re la t in g  to cruelty to an im a ls"

This bill w as introduced in response to concerns about the treatment of anim als and 
the difficulty of prosecuting cases which involve animal cruelty.

There have been num erous incidents of animal cruelty and neglect in Alaska which  
have gon e  unprosecuted because o f the current statutory language. O ne district 
attorney testified that the language, w hich reads "intentionally inflicts severe and 
prolonged physical pain or suffering on an animal," is "unprosecutable." H e said "a 
dead anim al is your on ly  evidence." HB 57 g ives the state a m ore workable statute. 
The fo llow ing explains the changes the bill w ou ld  make.

• C hanges "intentionally" to "knowingly" w hich  low ers the stale o f m ind the 
state m ust prove in prosecuting an anim al cruelty case. This w ou ld  help  in 
cases o f starving anim als. An owner's actions m ay not have been "intentional," 
but a reasonable person w ou ld  "know" that a lack o f food causes starvation.

• C hanges "recklessly" to "with criminal negligence" w hich low ers the criminal 
standard. Recklessness is indicated by an awareness and conscious disregard. 
Crim inal negligence is indicated by a "failure to perceive a substantial and 
unjustifiable risk that the result w ill occur..." 11.81.900

• D oes not affect existing statute w hich protects farmers, hunters and trappers 
w ho conduct traditional, law ful practices. 11.61.140

• D oes not affect the existing statute w hich designates cruelty to anim als as a 
class A  m isdem eanor.

•  Supporters o f this bill include: Alaska Animal Control Association (statew ide), 
Alaska Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (Anchorage), Iditarod Race 
Winner Libby Riddles (W asilla), Mush With Pride (statewide), Fairbanks Animal 
Control (Fairbanks), Kenai Animal Control (Kenai), Friends of Pets (Anchorage), 
Gastincau Humane Society (Juneau).



Neighbors heip expose tragedy on dog lot
By UN GALE
StaH Wilier

Charlotte Fitzhugh's hand-painted plywood sign still sits along the Glenn Highway near Chtstochina: "Husky pups for sale—J50."For the last two years, tourists drawn to her homestead by the ad emerged outraged by what they found. Some called Alaska State Troopers.Others stopped by Clay Farnham's place.Their description of emaciated, skulking sled dogs living belly-deep in excrement was not news to him. Famham, a 60-ycar-old competi­tive sprint musher who lives and operates a 20-

dog kennel nearby, pestered authorities for two years to gel FitzhuRh out of the dog business.
Even after Fitzhugh was convicted of her third animal abuse charge in December 1903 for the starvation death of five huskies, she was allowed to keep nearly 100 dogs for 16 months before the state took action. During that time, the dogs continued to suffer.
"It went on loo long, too muny animals died, and nobody listened," Famham said.Farnham’s efforts finally succeeded Monday, 

when state authorities and volunteers from the

Alaska Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals in Anchorage went to Fitzhugh's prop­erty ,\nd euthanized 81 severely malnourished dogs. Troopers initially reported that more than 90 dogs were killed.
A judge authorized the killings when 65-year- old Fitzhugh. who commutes between Chis- tochina and Fairbanks, missed a judge's dead­line to gel rid of all but three neutered dogs by March 21. The order resulted from the Decem­

ber neglect conviction.
Sos OOGS, Pnga A-10

fbOGS:
Continued from Page A-1

Fitzhugh showed up at Chistochi- na with about 100 sled dogs in the spring of 1993, after she was con­victed in Fairbanks of animal cruelty for the starvation death of a husky on her Miller Hill Road prop­
erty. As a condition of probation, Superior Court Judge Jane Kauvar prohibited Fitzhugh from owning more than 20 dogs within the borough.Fitzhugh hauled the dogs to her homestead, enlisted a neighbor to feed them, then headed back to Fairbanks.That's when Farnham got in­volved.“I went there and that's when I started witnessing the neglect." Famham said.Fitzhugh had left an inadequate food supply, no food or water dis­hes, and many dogs on eight-inch chains.After that, Fitzhdgh found a vari­ety of drifters to stay at the proper­ty. Most lasted only a couple ot days.
Fitzhugh would appear nbout once a week from Fairbanks, where she drives a cab part-time and sells puppies out of her truck in

Neighbors help expose tragedy of sled dogs
shopping mall parking lobs. Most of the time, Famham said, no one was at the homestead.Dogs ran around loose on the highway, and killed and ate the 
other dogs, he said. Breeding went unchecked.“It was just litter after litter of pups being thrown out. and no care," he said.Farnham began videotaping the 
dog yard."I have videos of dead dogs, dogs running loose, killing other dogs and cannibalizing them. I have videos of dead dogs on chains, dead, frozen in the houses." he said.There was never any indication the dogs were harnessed and run, he said. Many of them were attached to their chains with crimped “S" hooks from which they could not lie easily released.Farnham worked with Glcmillcn Trooper. Tom Pierce.Pierce suid he tried to convince the Palmer district attorney to press charges, hut was told that un­til dogs were found dead on the ends 
of their chains, they would not pro­secute her because neglect is diffi cult and expensive to prove

On Christmas Eve, 1993, Pierce went to the homestead to check on Fitzhugh because she had not been 
seen for a while. He found five hus­kies starved to death on the ends of 
their chains.
The evidence was enough to charge her, but she was not con­victed for another year. She was then given three months to get rid of all but three dogs. During that time, their numbers grew.Fitzhugh's attempt to get another extension was denied.Early Monday, a caretaker hired last week in Anchorage, Chuck Hines, loaded three females and 29 puppies in Fitzhugh's truck and brought (hem tu Fan banks, times said tic planned to return wdh them to the properly und begin training them lor the Iditarod .
In .Fairbanks on Monday. Fit- zltdgh said she has always taken 

good care of her dugs, and constant­ly monitored their condition. The judge should have given her more lime to sell the puppies. The other dogs, she said, she had sold to I tines
"I'm against killing dogs I'veal 

ways raised them to their highest iwtenliul," she said

In addition to the Fairbanks and •' Palmer convictions, Fitzhugh was convicted of animal neglect in 1982 after the ASPCA rescued more • than 30 starving sled dogs from her camp at Mile 101 Glenn Highway.About 10 a.m. Monday, state veterinarian Bert Gore, Pierce and the three ASPCA volunteers ar­rived to euthanize the dogs.
ASPCA assistant director Amy Low was one of the volunteers who helped kill the dogs.
The stench from the unshoveled excrement was'"overwhelming," and the dogs so afraid of humans they had to be caught and dragged out of their houses to be tranquil- ized, then taken to the euthanasia table. Low said."None of us wanted lo do it, but we had to do it. We put them out of their misery," Low said.
Farnham had hoped the whole situation would come to a quiet end without publicity."I thought maybe wc could take care of this without putting a black eye on dog mushing." he said. "11 affects all dog mushers, because she claimed tu be a dog musher. It's just downright embarrassing and disgusting."



C r im in a l  L a w A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s § 1 1 .6 1 .1 4 0

S e c .  1 1 .6 1 .1 4 0 . C r u e l t y  t o  a n i m a l s ,  (a )  A  p e r s o n  c o m m its  th e  
c r im e  o f  c r u e l ty  to  a n i m a l s  i f  "the p e r s o n

(1) i n te n t io n a l ly  in f l ic t s  s e v e r e  a n d  p ro lo n g e d  p h y s ic a l  p a in  o r  s u f ­
f e r in g  o n  a n  a n im a l ;

(2) r e c k le s s ly  n e g le c ts  a n  a n im a l  a n d , a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h a t  n e g le c t ,  
c a u s e s  t h e  d e a th  o f  t h e  a n i m a l  o r  c a u s e s  s e v e r e  p a in  o r  s u f f e r in g  to  
t h e  a n im a l ;  o r

(3) k i l l s  a n  a n im a l  b y  th e  u s e  o f  a  d e c o m p re s s io n  c h a m b e r .
(b) I t  is  a  d e fe n se  to  a  p r o s e c u t io n  u n d e r  (a )(1 )  o r  (2) o f  t h i s  s e c t io n  

t h a t  th e  c o n d u c t o f  t h e  d e f e n d a n t
(1) c o n fo rm e d  to  a c c e p te d  v e t e r in a r y  p r a c t ic e ;
(2) w a s  p a r t  o f  s c ie n t i f ic  r e s e a r c h  g o v e rn e d  b y  a c c e p te d  s t a n d a r d s ;

o r

(3) w a s  n e c e s s a r i ly  in c id e n t  to  la w f u l  h u n t i n g  o r  t r a p p i n g  a c t iv i ­
t ie s .

(c) I n  t h i s  s e c tio n , " a n im a l” m e a n s  a  v e r t e b r a t e  l iv in g  c r e a tu r e  n o t  
a  h u m a n  b e in g , b u t  d o e s  n o t  in c lu d e  f ish .

(d) C r u e l ty  to  a n im a l s  is  a  c la s s  A  m is d e m e a n o r .  (§ 7  c h  166  S L A  
1 9 7 8 ; a m  § 1 c h  78  S L A  1 9 8 0 ; a m  § 2 0  c h  59  S L A  1 9 8 2 )

E d ito r 's  notes. — The provisions of 3A C J.S ., .Animals, §§ 99-112. 
paragraphs (2) and (3) cf subsection (a) as Cruelty in trapping animals, 79 ALR 
it existed prior to the 1980 amendment 1308.
may now be found in AS 11.61.145. What constitutes statutory offense of

C ollateral references. — 4 Am. Jur. cruelty, 82 ALR2d 794.
2d, Animals, §§ 27-30.



§ 1 1 .8 1 .6 2 0 Al a s k a  St a t u t e s  S u p p l e m e n t  § 1 1 .8 1 .9 0 0

S e c .  1 1 .8 1 .6 2 0 . E f f e c t  o f  i g n o r a n c e  o r  m i s t a k e  u p o n  l i a b i l i t y .

NOTES TO DECISIONS

Applied in Russell v. State, 793 P.2d Quoted in De Nardo v. State, 819 P.2d 
1085 (Alaska Ct. App. 1990). 903 (Alaska Ct. App. 1991).

S e c .  1 1 .8 1 .6 4 0 . A p p l i c a t i o n  o f  A S  1 1 .8 1 .6 0 0  —  1 1 .8 1 .6 3 0 .

NOTES TO DECISIONS

Cited in Cole v. State, 828 P.2d 175 
(Alaska.Ct. Add. 1992).

A r t i c l e  6 . D e f in i t i o n s .

Section
900. Definitions

S e c .  1 1 .8 1 .9 0 0 . D e f in i t i o n s ,  (a) F o r  p u rp o s e s  o f t h i s  t i t l e ,  u n le s s  
th e  c o n te x t  r e q u ir e s  o th e rw is e ,

(1) a  p e r s o n  a c ts  " in te n t io n a l ly ” w ith  r e s p e c t  to  a  r e s u l t  d e s c r ib e d  
by  a  p ro v is io n  o f  la w  d e f in in g  a n  o ffe n se  w h e n  th e  p e r s o n ’s co n sc io u s  
o b je c tiv e  is  to  c a u s e  t h a t  r e s u l t ;  w h e n  in te n t io n a l ly  c a u s in g  a  p a r t i c u ­
la r  r e s u l t  is  a n  e le m e n t  o f  a n  o ffen se , t h a t  i n t e n t  n e e u  n o t  be th e  
p e r s o n ’s  o n ly  o b je c tiv e ;

(2) a  p e r s o n  a c ts  " k n o w in g ly ” w ith  r e s p e c t  to  c o n d u c t o r  to  a  c i r ­
c u m s ta n c e  d e s c r ib e d  by a  p ro v is io n  of la w  d e f in in g  a n  o ffe n se  w h e n  
th e  p e r s o n  is  a w a r e  t h a t  th e  c o n d u c t is  o f  t h a t  n a t u r e  o r  t h a t  th e  
c i r c u m s ta n c e  e x is ts ;  w h e n  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  
fa c t is  a n  e le m e n t  o f  a n  o ffen se , t h a t  k n o w le d g e  is  e s ta b l is h e d  i f  a  
p e r s o n  is a w a re  o f  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  p ro b a b il i ty  o f  i t s  e x is te n c e , u n le s s  th e  
p e r s o n  a c tu a l ly  b e l ie v e s  i t  does n o t  e x is t;  a  p e rs o n  w h o  is  u n a w a r e  o f  
c o n d u c t o r  a  c i rc u m s ta n c e  o f  w h ic h  th e  p e rso n  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  a w a re  
h a d  t h a t  p e r s o n  n o t  b e e n  in to x ic a te d  a c ts  k n o w in g ly  w ith  r e s p e c t  to 
t h a t  c o n d u c t o r c irc u m s ta n c e ;

(3) a  p e r s o n  a c ts  " r e c k le s s ly ” w i th  r e s p e c t  to  a  r e s u l t  o r  to  a  c irc u m ­
s ta n c e  d e s c r ib e d  b y  a  p ro v is io n  o f  la w  d e f in in g  a n  o ffe n se  w h e n  th e  
p e r s o n  is  a w a r e  o f  a n d  c o n sc io u s ly  d is r e g a rd s  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  a n d  u n ju s ­
t i f ia b le  r i s k  t h a t  t h e  r e s u l t  w ill o c c u r  o r  t h a t  t h e  c i r c u m s ta n c e  e x is ts ;  
th e  r i s k  m u s t  b e  o f  su c h  a  n a t u r e  a n d  d e g re e  t h a t  d i s r e g a r d  o f  i t  
c o n s t i tu te s  a  g ro s s  d e v ia t io n  f ro m  th e  s t a n d a r d  o f  c o n d u c t t h a t  a  r e a ­
s o n a b le  p e r s o n  w o u ld  o b se rv e  in  th e  s i tu a t io n ;  a  p e r s o n  w ho  is 
u n a w a re  o f  a  r i s k  o f  w h ic h  fh e  p e rs o n  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  a w a r e  h a d  t h a t  
p e r s o n  n o t  b e e n  in to x ic a te d  a c ts  r e c k le s s ly  w i th  r e s p e c t  to  t h a t  r is k ;

(4) a  p e r s o n  a c ts  w ith  " c r im in a l  n e g l ig e n c e ” w i t h  r e s p e c t  to  a  r e s u l t  
o r to  a  c i r c u m s ta n c e  d e s c r ib e d  b y  a  p ro v is io n  o f  la w  d e f in in g  a n  of­
fe n se  w h e n  th e  p e r s o n  f a i l s  to  p e rc e iv e  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  a n d  u n ju s t i f i a b le  
r i s k  t h a t  th e  r e s u l t  w ill  o c c u r  o r  t h a t  t h e  c i r c u m s ta n c e  e x is ts ;  th e  r is k  
m u s t  b e  o f  s u c h  a  n a t u r e  a n d  d e g re e  t h a t  t h e  f a i lu re  to  p e rc e iv e  i t  
c o n s t i tu te s  a  g ro s s  d e v ia t io n  f ro m  th e  s t a n d a r d  o f  c a re  t h a t  a  r e a s o n ­
a b le  p e r s o n  w o u ld  o b se rv e  in  t h e  s i tu a t io n .



c/o F.N.S B. Division of Animal Control 
P.O. Box 71267 
Fairbanks, AK 99707

ALASKA ANIMAL CONTROL ASSOCIATION

January 31, 1997

Representative Ben Grussendorf 
State Capitol Building 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Grussendorf;

On behalf of the Alaska Animal Control Association (AACA), we would like to go 
on record as being in support of House Bill 57.

The current language in law AS 11.61.140 is very difficult to prove and courts 
have been unable to prosecute a number of neglect and cruelty cases. Bill 57 
will improve the language in AS 11.61.140 and enable prosecutors to convict 
those that have participated in obvious acts of neglect and cruelty.

If there is anything I can do to facilitate passage of Bill 57, please let me know.

Sincerely,

Shaun Brown 
President
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Mush with PRIDE
Providing Reaponinbk* Information on a Dog's Environment

W ill F o rsb e rg , P resident 
B o x  3 7 8
H ea ly , A k . 9 9 7 4 3

R ep . B e n  G ru ssen d o rf 
State Capira l
Juneau. A k . 9 9 8 0 1  Jan. 17 , 19 97

R E : H B  5 7 - A N IM A L  C R U E L T Y  B IL L  

D e a r R ep . G ru ssendo rf,

T hank y o u  f o r  y o u r  continu ing e ffo rts  to strengthen A laska's an im a l c rue lty laws. W e  
be lieve that the low e ring  o f  the c rim ina l standard f o r  p rosecu tion  o f  c rue lty  to an im als is a 
necessary step in p rotecting A laska's domestic animals from  neg ligen t ow ners.

S leddog  m ed ic ine has becom e a specia lity w ithin the ve te rin a ry  p ro fess ion . V ete rinarian  
m em bers o f  the In te rnationa l S led  D o g  V e te rin a ry  M ed ica l A ssoc ia tion  (an  in te rna tiona lly  
recogn ized p ro fe ss ion a l o rgan iza tion ), as w e ll as m ost veterinarians in the A laska 
V ete rin a ry  M ed ica l A ssoc iation  are w e ll aware o f  conditions and  standards used in 
assessing care and w e ll-b e ing  o f  sleddogs. In  addition, M ush  w ith P R ID E  has issued 
S leddog  C are  Gu ide lines w h ich  set standards f o r  m ost c om m on  s leddog  practices. These 
P R ID E  standards, which have been endorsed by the m a jo r A laskan  rac ing  organ izations 
(Id ita rod , Q uest and A D M A ) as w e ll as severa l internationa l s leddog  rac ing g roups 
( IS D R A  and IF S S )  were d eve loped  with constant input from  seve ra l m ush ing veterinarians 
w ho are D ire c to rs  o f  P R ID E . T h e re fo re , we be lieve that the cu rren t statute does p rov ide 
adequate p ro tec tion  against p rosecu tion  f o r  legitimate rec rea tiona l mushers and s leddog 
racers w ith in  its clause specify ing  that "accepted ve te rin a ry  practice" m ay be used as a 
defense against p rosecution . W e  do  not fe e l that any o the r m usher-sp ec ilic  defense against 
p rosecu tion  is needed to  p ro tect m ushcre against p rosecution .

W e  are h o p e fu l that H B  5 7  w ill be passed this session so that state o f f ic ir ls  can better dea l 
w ith the sm a ll m ino rity  o f  abusive ow ners who tarnish the im age o f  o u r  state and the 
o ffic ia l state sp o rt o f  dogsledd ing .

S incere ly ,

W illiam  A . Fo rsb e rg , P R ID E  P res iden t

P.O. Box 84915, Fairbanks, Alaoka 99708-4915 USA
1 -8 0 0 -5 0 PRIDE or 1-907-488-6241
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J a n u a r y  1 5 ,  1 9 9 7

T o  Whom I t  M ay C o n c e r n ,

*

H o u s e  B i l l  HB 5 7  h a s  my s u p p o r t  a s  a  w a y  t o  h e l p  c o n t r o l  
a n i m a l  a b u s e  c a s e s  i n  o u r  s t a t e .  T h e  s e v e r e  c o n d i t i o n s  m  
A l a s k a  n e c e s s i t a t e  a  s t r o n g e r  v e h i c l e  f o r  d e a l i n g  w i t h
c r u e l t y  o r  n e g l e c t  c a s e s ,  a n d  i t  i s  p a t h e t i c  t o  h a v e  to _  
h a v e  a u e a d  a n im a l  b e f o r e  t h e  r e s p o n s i b l e  p a r t y  c a n  b e  
p r o s e c u t e d . Y o u r  s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  b i l l  i s  a p p r e c i a t e d .

S i n c e r e l y ,
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R ep resen ta tive  B en  G ru ssend o rf 
A la s k a  State Leg is la tu re  
State C ap ito l (M S  4 1 5 )
Juneau, A K  9 9 8 0 1 -1 1 8 2

Sub jec t: S u pp o rt F o r  H ou se  B i l l  N o , 57

A s an A n im a l C on tro l O f f ic e r  in  the state o f  A la ska  fo r  ove r 17 years, I'm  v e ry  p leased to support 
changes in the language o f  A laska 's present crue lty  statute.

. 1 . These language changes w i l l s tream line investigations and prosecutions o f  an im a l crue lty cases 
/ ' in  A la ska .

I f  I  can be o f  any  fu rthe r assistance, p lease le t me know .

S incere ly ,

l i l t
B i l l  G odek
C h ie f A n im a l C on tro l O ffic e r , K en a i
V ic e  P residen t A la ska  A n im a l C on tro l A ssoc ia tion



Rep resen ta tiv e  B en  G ru ss en d o rf 
S ta te  C ap ito l B u ild in g  
Juneau , A la ska  9 9 80 1

R ep resen ta tiv e  B en  G ru ssendorf:

O n  b e h a lf o f  the Gastineau H um ane Soc ie ty  we w ou ld  lik e  to  g o  on  re c o rd  as being in support o f  
H ou se  B i l l 5 7 . The s ta tu to ry  language cu rren tly  in A S  1 1 .6 1 .1 4 0  is v e ry  d iffic u lt to  p ro ve  and 

^  cou rts  have  been unab le to  p rosecu te  a num ber o f  neg lec t and c ru e lty  cases. B i l l 5 7  w ill im p rove  
the language in A S  1 1 .6 1 .1 4 0  and enable p rosecu to rs  to  conv ic t those that have partic ipated in "  
ob v iou s  acts o f  neglect and c rue lty

I f  there is anything I  can d o  to  fac ilita te passage o f  B i ll 57  p lease le t m e kn ow .

S in ce re ly ,

L in d a  M . B le fg en  
G astineau H um ane Soc ie ty

—  A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION —



It was like a case 
out of Auschwitz’
Officials seize 11 sickly dogs from home
By KATE RIPLEY
Staff Writer

Borough nnimal control ofTi 
cinls have seized 11 dogs from the 
home of a Fairbanks man they 
say starved one dog to death and 
caused the others lo suffer wi­
thout adequate water, food and 
veterinary care.

Officii 'a ore awaiting a final 
necropsy report on the dead dog 
before decid ing whether to 
charge the man, Steve FerTaro, 
w ith vio lating tho borough’s 
nnimn] cruelty law. The husky 
mix dogs were taken from Fer­
raro's home off the E llio tt 
Highway earlier this month.

Fermro said he's innocent and 
would not allow his dogs to 
sufTer. In explaining the dead 
dog, he said he shot it in the head 
hecouse it hnd parvo. a condition 
(hat Attacks the intestines.

“They can’t say I ’m starving 
them to death. I'm not an animal 
criminal here," Ferraro said 
Monday. "My dogs never suffered 
one bit. Never one b it."

But Dr. RAV. Van Pelt, tho ve­
terinarian who examined all tho 
dogs for tho borough, said there 
was no evidence of a bullet 
wound nnywhero on tho dead 
dog's body.

" I know what parvo looks like, 
.and it doesn't look like this." Vnn 
Pelt said. "This dog starved to 
death."

Vnn Pelt said ho could nearly 
count every bono in the dog's 
body without opening it up.

"He hnd litera lly digested his 
own tissues. It was iika a case out 
of Auschwitz," Van Pelt said. " It 
was one of tha worst cases I'vo 
seen, and I've seen a lot of 
them."

Indeed, a week offer tho dogs 
were seized, three of the adults 
s till looked skeletal and acted 
listless Friday at the borough 
animal shelter, off Pegcr Road. 
Their nbs protruded from their 
sides and thoir hip bones jutted 
out sharply.

Four other adults were thin 
but in better shspo. Most of the

dogs were Infested with lice. All 
were severely dehydrated.

Tho dogs were seized from 
Ferraro's trailer, at about 9 Milo 
E llio tt Highway, Feb. 16. Thoy’ve 
betn under tho care of tho bo­
rough since and are slowly im ­
proving.

Animal control officer Vicki 
Adkins said tho dogs were taken 
into custody ju s t in time. Ono 
mother and her 6-wcek-old pup 
weren't moving and hnd to be 
puilcd out of their house. Sho was 
wobbly when Adkins stood her 
up.

" I  think sho would hnvo died 
that night. Sho was dying," Ad­
kins said of the shy cream-co­
lored mother. The pup, found 
curled on top of its mother trying 
to stay warm, wm hypothermic 
and fu ll of worms.

Van Pelt also discovered two 
older pups, ages 4K and 5M 
months, have nckcts, a bone d i­
sease caused by lack of vitamin D 
and calcium. The puoa* front legs 
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ABUSED—Animal control officer Vicki Adkins holds one of the huskies that were removed from a homo off tho Elliott Highway. Tho dogs woro all underweight and dehydrated.

D O G S :  O w n e r  m a y  f a c e  c r u e l t y  c h a r g e s
Coniinusd from Pags 0-1 
are bowed and their back legs 
knock-kneed. They are stunted, 
about tho size of 3-month-old 
dogs, Van Pelt said.

Tho two pupa seemed not to 
know of their health problems as 
they played in n large cage a t the 
shelter Friday. They wagged 
their tails and walked around on 
their funny legs, happy to see v i­
sit©;*.

Ferraro admitted his dogs hnd 
worms, and ho contends that's 
why they're so skinny. Ho said ho 
was feeding them worm medica­
tion but found out later it  was 
tho wrung kind.

" I t ’s my fault for not taking 
them to thu vet, but t don't Imvo

the money to take them to tho 
vet," said Ferriiro. who said he 
lost his latest job and doesn't 
own a vehido that runs.

Ferraro said he has been 
mushing dogs for two years but is 
getting out of the sport because 
it's loo expensive. Ho said ho 
hasn't run his dogs much thi* 
winter.

Rather than get into a Icgnl 
fight, FerTaro said he wanla to 
work something out with tho bo­
rough nnd hnvo his dogs assigned 
to a friend.

I t  was a neighbor’s complaint 
that led Adkins and Colleen 
Thompson, another animal con­
trol officer, to Ferraro’s place 
Feb. 8. They could scs tho

mother nnd pup in front o f tho 
tra iler and suspected other dogs 
were chained cu t back. Tho dead 
dog was stashed in an open shed 
in front of tho trailer.

"That gave us probable cause 
to believe others would d ie," Ad­
kins said.

Adkins wanted to get o search' 
warrant right away, but an a t­
torney wasn't avajlablo to help. 
Sho and Thompaon mndo one 
more visit before obtaining tho 
search warrant six daya later.

People may bo cited under tho 
borough’s animal cmelty law if  
they intentionally or negb'gontly 
fail to provide dogs with odequoto 
food, water, shelter or veterinary 
care to prevent physical suf­
fering. Tho charge ix n misde­
meanor punishablo by a $600 
maximum fino and up to 30 days 
in ja il.

Adkins said that in her 1G 
years os an animal control officer 
she enn remember the borough 
obtaining search warrants for ai- 
miiar cases only throe times.’

That's bocauso many cruelty 
cases are borderline and difficult 
to prove, Adkins said. It's even 
more difficu lt in areas outside the 
borough, which fa lls under state 
jurisdiction.

Critics say the state law is 
vnguo «np nniriv r a m im  an' 
nmmni to .lin Ix-foni author^-a 
can act. Two bills in tho Logialn- 
ture would givo thooo laws more 
teeth, but ono, Senate B ill 238, 
has bogged, down in tho Senate 
J u d ic ia ry  Committoo w h ile  
another, House Bill 380, is slowly 
working its way through tho 
House.

W ill Forsberg, of tho educa­
tional group Mush with PRIDE, 
said animal cruelty laws must be 
strengthened.

"Authorities are at the scene, 
yet thoy don't have good enough 
statutes to go in and protect 
those animals un til it's ao ex­
treme,", Forsberg said. "That’s 
what wo'vd got to address."

*
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Details emerge 
surrounding 
slaying of elder
By LISA DEMERDaily News reporter

While Nikolai village elder 
Alaxendria Dennis spent her 
last evening celebrating 
Russian Orthodox Christmas, 
another sort o f party was in 
fu ll swing just a short dis­
tance from her home.

Someone in the tiny village 
had chartered a plane to Mc­
Grath fo r a booze run, and 
Bernie Alexia ended up with 
two half-gallon bottles o f vod­
ka. Sometime late Wednes­
day or early Thursday, a 
drunken Alexia went to Den­
nis’ home, and, according to 
prosecutors, beat and stran­
gled her. Now Alexia is 
charged with first-degree 
murder. He is being held at 
the Cook Inlet Pre-Trial Fa­
cility on S500,000 bail.

New details about the 
killing, and sketchy informa­
tion about Alexia's criminal 
past, emerged Sunday when a 
formal charging document 
became public.

At his first court appear­
ance on Sunday, Alexia 
clutched the charging docu­
ment in his shackled hands, 
reading and re-reading it. 
Other ja il inmates fidgeted, 
chatted or yawned as they 
waited their turn, but Alexia 
was silent. Only when Magis­
trate Brian Johnson read the 
charge against him did the 
other inmates straighten up, 
taking notice o f who among 
them was accused o f murder.

Alexia has been in and out 
o f trouble for nearly three 
decades, starting with a pub­
lic drunkenness conviction in

BILL ROTH / Anchorage Daily Nows
Bernie Alexia appears before a magistrate via a television 
monitor Sunday in Anchorage.

1968, the charging document lence crossed paths with
said. He has a couple o f as- Dennis. He was convicted o f ,
saults on his record, includ- cruelty to animals a fter he
ing a felony conviction in
1977. And in 1993, his vio- Please see Page C-2, SLAYING

SLAYING: Accused man makes court appearance
Continued from Page C-1

strangled and mutilated her 
"dog, according to the charg­
ing document.

Alexia, 50, told Alaska 
State Troopers he was drunk 
and didn’t remember going to 
Dennis' house.

"He says he was in black­
out," prosecutor Samuel 
Adams, who drew up the 
charging document, said in a 
brief interview on Sunday.

This much is known from 
the troopers’ investigation, 
and interviews with village 
residents.Dennis, 84, lived by her­
se lf in a one-room home. Her 
daughter lives next door and 
checked on her daily. Nikolai 
is home to some 12S people 
along the Kuskokwim River, 
about 200 air miles from  An­
chorage, o f f the road sys­
tem.Around 8 or 8:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, a group o f 25 to

30 people celebrating Russ­
ian Orthodox Christmas 
stopped at Dennis’ house. 
They were going door to door 
with a hand-crafted star lead­
ing the way. At each stop, 
they would sing and pray and 
share food. No alcohol was al­
lowed, said John Runkle, 
whose wife, Martha, is Den­
nis' granddaughter.

"People follow the star, 
the same as the wise men 
did, to see the savior," Runk­
le said.

A fter about 30 minutes, 
the group left, but Martha 
stayed behind to clean up. 
Her grandmother was in 
good spirits when she said 
good night around 11 p.m.

When the attack began, 
Dennis was in her bed. The 
assailant dragged her o ff the 
bed and across the floor. She 
was severely beaten, and a 
cord was used to choke her, 
according to the charging 
document.

About 9 a.m. Thursday, he'- 
daughter made her morning 
check and found her on the 
floor, dead. Also found in the 
home were a baseball cap, a 
knit cap and the remnants of 
a half gallon o f vodka. Troop­
ers were called to investi­
gate.

In the meantime, Alexia 
was talking to other villagers. 
He appeared intoxicated. He 
mentioned he was looking fo r 
a lost hat. He asked the post­
master fo r $10 in change so 
he could wash his clothes. 
And he contacted villager 
Joshua Nikolai and said “ I 
confess, I confess," though he 
didn’t say what he was con­
fessing to, according to the 
charging document.

By the time troopers ar­
rived, their investigation al­
ready had a target.

"People were talking about 
it in the village,”  prosecutor 
Adams said. "Everyone in the 
village knew what had hap­

pened, and his name came up 
during the initial part o f the 
investigation.”

Troopers interviewed 
Alexia and noticed a red sub­
stance on his snowmachine 
pants, which was later found 
to be blood. Alexia identified 
the baseball cap and knit cap 
as his, according to the 
charging document.

Adams said prosecutors 
are awaiting further labora­
tory tests and autopsy results 
to learn more about what 
happened. The case will be 
prosecuted out o f the Bethel 
District Attorney's office, he 
said.

In the village, friends and 
family o f both Dennis and 
Alexia are trying to be sup­
portive in their grief. They 
don’t want the killing to split 
the village in two, Runkle 
said.

"It is a terrible incident," 
he said, "and everyone is try ­
ing to help each other."



Pet love rs  sign up 
fo r  10 abusad huskies
FA IRBA N K S — A  local animal shelter 
said it has been flooded with inquiries 
after 10 huskies were taken from a man 
facing animal cruelty counts. The dogs 
were seized from owner Steve Ferraro, *-) 
who authorities say failed to provide (  
sufficient food, water and veterinary f 
care. Ferraro' faces 11 criminal counts J  
of cruelty.-One dcg was found dead at 
his home. The husky-mix dogs have 
been at the shelter since Feb. 15 and 
recently were readied for adoption.
One dog, i female named Sasha, was 
placed with a new fam ily on Friday, 
the shelter said. “I think it w ill be a 
real good home,” shelter employee 
Andi Chrktman said. “They had been 
looking at her for quite a while.” 
Christman said three of the dogs were 
still too skinny and would be nursed 
along at least for another week.
Thirteen people were on a list of 
potential new owners. Ferraro, who 
was scheduled for a court appearance 
Thursday, relinquished ownership after 
receiving the criminal complaint. If
convicted on the misdemeanor counts,
_̂e Jace3 up to 30 days in jail and a $500

M e t r o  N e w s

Old, s ic k  dog  abandoned in tra sh  b in
RobbinTerpstra heard a strange whimpering coming 
from a trash bin outside her pet store off Tudor 
Road. The owner of Fins. Fur and Feathers 
discovered an old golden retriever with its muzzle 
duct-taped and a CaiTS grocery bag over its head, 
underneath layers of aarbage. T erpstra said.
Cancerous tumors covered its body. Its front legs 
were shaved and had multiple needle marks — a 
possible sign of treatment for diabetes, she said. It 
couldn’t walk. Terpstra paid $400 for a veterinarian 
to save the dog, but the dog had to be euthanized, 
she said. “ We were just beside ourselves,” Terpstra 
said. “We could not believe someone could do this.” 
Anchorage Animal Control had few leads and they 
went nowhere, manager Greg Jefferies said.
Terpstra found the dog about a week and a half ago. 
Jefferies w ill reopen the case if he gets more 
information, he said. Animal control charges $5 to 
euthanize an animal,-but w ill do it for free if a 
person,can’t afford it, Jefferies said. "Anything 
would have been mere humane than what they’ve 
done,” Terpstra said. “It ’s horrifym g.”
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