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Revision Date: 6-May-97 Dept Affected: Natural Resources

Title: An Act relating to regulation of snowmobiles. BRU: Parks & Recreation Management
Component: Parks Management

Sponsor: Rep. Masek

Requestor: (H)JuD Component Serial No. 452

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY98 FY99 FY00 FYo1 FYo02 FY03

PERSONAL SERVICES

TRAVEL

CONTRACTUAL

SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRUCTURES

GRANTS, CLAIMS

MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 -0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CHANGE IN REVENUES ()

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts

1037 GF/Mental Health

Other

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY97) cost: $ none

POSITIONS

FULL-TIME 0 0

PART-TIME 0

TEMPORARY 0 0

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the Department of Natural Resources associated with implementation of this

legislation (CSHB231-JUD).
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FI1SCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO.- HB231
1997 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date: Dept Affected: Natural Resources

Title: An Act relating to regulation of snowmobiles. BRU: Parks & Recreation Management
Component: Parks Management

Sponsor. Rep. Masek

Requestor: (H)JuD Component Serial No. 452
Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FYo8 FY99 FY0O0 FYol FY02 FY03
PERSONAL SERVICES 46.5 46.5 46.5 46.5 46.5 495
TRAVEL 10 10 10 12 12 1.4
CONTRACTUAL 82 3 2T5" 45.2 42.3 54.7 58.1
SUPPLIES 2.3 0.8 0.8 =3 0.8 10
EQUIPMENT 6.1 0.0 0.0 0.6 0.0 0.0
LAND & STRUCTURES

GRANTS, CLAIMS

MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING 83.7 70.8 935 96.4 103.2 110.0
CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
CHANGE IN REVENUES (1005) 26.0 29.9 268.3 305.8 437.7 494.9

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match

1004 GF 57.7 40.9

1005 GF/Program Receipts 26.0 29.9 03.5 96.4 103.2 1100
1037 GF/Mental Health

Other

TOTAL 83.7 70.8 93.5 96.4 103.2 110.0
Estimate of any current year (FY97) cost: $ none

POSITIONS

FULL-TIME 1 1 1 1 1 1
PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
TEMPORARY 1 1 1 1 1 1
ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

Registration of all new and used snowmobiles sold by authorized dealers would be required at the point of sale for those
persons living in communities where automobile registration is also required. During the first year, DNR would establish
the regulations for implementing point-of-sale registration in cooperation with the snowmobile dealers in Alaska.
Developing the registration process would take the time of existing staff with additional one-time support for establishing
the computer program. Once the process was agreed upon and signed into regulation, DNR would need a full time
person to implement the program, including daily data input for new and recently sold snowmobiles, training dealers,
coordinating renewal mailings, printing forms, advertising, and supervising a summer intern. Beginning in FY2000 when
registrations double, a part-time position is needed to receipt the revenue and enter the (continued on page 2)
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FISCAL NOTE (Continuation)
ANALYSIS: (Snowmobile Registration)

registration data into the DNR Revenue and Billing System. This will be funded via an RSA to the
Administrative Services component. During the high summer season when most renewal
registrations are to be processed, a summer intern position through the Alaska Conservation

Corps would be hired.

The registration computer would be linked to the Department of Public Safety mainframe computer, where the
information would be stored for easy retrieval by the law enforcement community. The person would be located

in Anchorage at the main office of State Parks.
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HOUSE BILL NO. 231
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTIETH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY REPRESENTATIVE MASEK

Introduced: 4/4/97
Referred: Judiciary

A BILL
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

"An Act relating to/regulation] of snowmobiles."
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 05.30.010 is repealed and reenacted to read: *

Sec. 05.30.010. Snowmobile registration. (a> Except as provided in (d) of
this sectiony a person may not operate a snowmobile within the state unless the
snowmobile has been registered and numbered as required by this chapter. The
division is authorized to assign identification numbers and register snowmobiles.

(b) The division shall employ snowmobile agents, including dealers and
licensing agents, to register snowmobiles. An agent may accept a registration
application, may issue a temporary registration, and shall forward the application to
the division. A snowmobile dealer employed as a licensing agent for snowmobile
registration by the division may be authorized to issue renewal registrations and may
retain a commission of up to 5D as authorized by the division, for each registration
issued.

(c) For all or any part of a year beginning October 1and ending September 30.

HBO0231a -1- HB 231
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the original and each renewal registration fee for a snowmobile shall be as provided

under AS 28.10.421.

(d)

snowmobile sold at retail from the dealer’s inventory to complete a

application and pay the registration fee before the snowmobile

A snowmobile dealer

& /IC"f

C \h' 7

shall require a purchaser of a new or

used

registration

leaves the dealer’s

premises unless the snowmobile is purchased for use exclusively outside of this state

or is otherwise exempt by law from this subsection.

(e) A registration certificate may be issued without the payment of a fee if the

snowmobile is owned by the state or a political subdivision of the state.

(f) Registration under this section is not required for a snowmobile

purposes;

(1) owned by an agency cf the United States or another state;

(2) used strictly on private property for private, noncommercial

(3) used only in sanctioned snowmobile races; or

(4) used exclusively

registration under AS 28.10.011.

(@)

which it is issued.

in communities exempt from motor vehicle

A snowmobile registration expires at the end of the second season for

must be made at a time and in a form prescribed by the division.

* Sec. 2 AS 05.30 is amended by adding a new section to read:
Sec. 05.30.021 Proof of ownership for registration purposes. Tne division

shall require proof of ownership of the snowmobile before registering a snowmobile

under this chapter.

* Sec. 3 AS 05.30 is amended by adding a new section to read:
Sec. 05.30.031. Issuance of registration, (a) Upon receipt of a completed

application for registration of a snowmobile, the division shall record the registration

of the snowmobile under

the number assigned to it. A number assigned

to

An application for renewal of registration for the succeeding years

a

snowmobile at the time of the original registration must remain with the snowmobile

until the snowmobile is destroyed, abandoned, or permanently removed from the state

or until the registration number is changed or terminated by the division.

(b)

The division shall, upon assighment of a registration number, issue and

New Texr.

Underlined
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0-LSO501VE

deliver to the owner a registration in a form prescribed by the division. A registration
is not valid unless it is signed by the person who signed the application for
registration. In the event of the loss, mutilation, or destruction of the registration, the
owner of the registered snowmobile may file a statement and proof of facts that the
division may require for the issuance of a replacement registration.

(c) At the time of the original registration or a biennial renewal, the division
shall issue to the registrant a validation decal indicating the validity of the current
registration and the expiration date. A validation decal must be affixed to the
snowmobile in the manner prescribed by the division. Notwithstanding the fact that
a snowmobile has been assigned an identifying number, a snowmobile is not
considered to be validly registered within the meaning of this section unless a
validation decal and current registration have been issued as required by this section.

(d) If a snowmobile does not comply with the equipment provisions
established under AS 05.30.080, the division may refuse to register the snowmobile.
The registration number assigned to a snowmobile shall be displayed on the vehicle
at all times in the manner prescribed by the division.

(e) A person, while operating a snowmobile in this state that is required to be
registered under this chapter, shall have in the person’s possession or carry in the
snowmobile valid registration. Upon demand of a peace officer authorized to enforce
this chapter, a person operating a snowmobile shall produce for inspection the
registration for the snowmobile and furnish to the peace officer any information
necessary for the identification of the snowmobile and its owner. A snowmobile
owner holding a registration required under this chapter shall notify the division in
writing of a change of residence within 15 days after the change occurs.

Sec. 4. AS 05.30.050 is repealed and reenacted to read:

Sec. 05.30.050. Transfer or other termination of ownership, (a) When the
use of a snowmobile for which a registration has been issued is permanently
discontinued, the termination of ownership section of the registration shall be properly
filled out, signed, and returned to the division within 15 days after discontinuance of
use.

(b) If there is a change of ownership of a snowmobile for which a registration

-3-
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has been issued, the seller shall properly fill out the "transfer of ownership™ section of
the registration, sign over the registration to the new owner, and, within 10 days
following the change of ownership, notify the department of the change by delivering !
or mailing a form provided by the division. The new owner shall apply for a new
registration from the division. If a snowmobile is purchased from a dealer, the
ownership application must be accompanied by a dealer’s form, as prescribed by the
division, numbered, completed, and signed by the deiler or the dealer’s agent and by
the purchaser.
(c) An owner of a snowmobile registered under this chapter shall notify the
division in writing of the destruction, theft, or permanent removal of the snowmobile
from the state within 15 days after the destruction, theft, or removal. In the event of
destruction the owner shall surrender the registration with the notice required under
this subsection.
* Sec. 5. AS 05.30 is amended by adding a new section to article 2 to read:
Sec. 05.30.060. Regulations authorized. The division shall adopt
Q) regulations for registration of snowmobiles and display of
registration numbers;
j (2) in cooperation with appropriate federal agencies, uniform maps and
! signs té control, direct, c{r regulateI the operation and use of snkomobiIes;—"/
(3) regulations for the use of snowmobiles, consistent with the
provisions of this chapter.
| Sec. 6. AS 05.30.070 is repealed and reenacted to read:
Sec. 05.30.070. Regulation by political subdivision. A city of any class, or
an organized borough in the area outside csMes, may, by ordinance, regulate the use
and _oréeration of isnowmobiles oln pulblic land, water, and property under itsjurisdiction/
andJon streets and highways \avithin its t}oundaries if the regulation is cdlnsistent wit/h
jhe provisions of mis chapter. .
* Sec. 7. AS 05.30.080(a) is amended to read:
(@ A snowmobile [SNOW VEHICLE] must contain the following equipment:
Q) brakes adequate to control the movement of and to stop and to hc

the vehicle under normal conditions of operation;

-4-
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(2) at least one lighted head lamp so aimed and of sufficient intensity

1

to reveal persons and objects at a distance of at least 100 feet ahead during hours of j

darkness under normal atmospheric conditions and one lighted tail light:

(3) a throttle that, when released by the hand, will return the engine
speed to idle;

(4) an exhaust muffler that emits a noise level not higher than the
maximum decibel level prescribed bv the manufacturer for the vehicle; this
paragraph does not apply to a snowmobile being operated in a racing event [IN

GOOD WORKING ORDER].

* Sec. 8. AS 05.30.100 is amended to read:

Sec. 05.30.100. Reporting of accidents. The operator of a snowmobile
[SNOW VEHICLE] involved in an accident resulting in injury to, or death of a person,
or property damage other than to the operator’s snow vehicle the estimated amount of
which is $500 [$100] or more, shall immediately, by the quickest means of
communication, give notice of the accident to the nearest state trooper or city police

officer.

* Sec. 9. AS 05.30.120 is repealed and reenacted to read:

Sec. 05.30.120. Definitions. In this chapter,
(1) “dealer" means a person engaged in the business of selling

snowmobiles at wholesale or retail in this state;

(2) "division" means the division Ai\nl the DeAp;artment gf Natural =
Resources that has authority over parks and outdoor recreation;
(3) "operate” means to ride in or on and control the operation of a
snowmobile;
(4) "operator" means a person who operates or is in actual physical
control of a snowmobile;
(- "owner" means a person, other than a lienholder, having title to a
snowmobile and who is entitled to the use or possession of the snowmobile;
(6) "possession” means physical custody of a snowmobile by an owner

of a snowmobile or by an owner of a motor vehicle or trailer on or in which a

snowmobile is placed for the purpose of transport;

5
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(7) "snowmobile" means a self-propelled vehicle primarily designed or
altered for travel on snow or ice when supported in part by skis, belts, or cleats;
"snowmobile” does not include machinery used strictly for the grooming of

snowmobile trails or ski slopes.
* Sec. 10. AS 05.30.020, 05.30.030, 05.30.040, and 05.30.080(b) are repealed.

-6-
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A L A S K A O U TDb O OR CO UNTZ CIIL
211 4th St #302A
Juneau, AK. 99801
(907) 463-3830

Feb. 1,1998

The Honorahle Joe Green, Chair
House Judiciary Committee
Alaska State Capitol
Juneau, Ak. 99801

Dear Representative Green:

The Alaska Outdoor Council and its member organizations strongly support SB 231 and
would appreciate your assistance in moving this piece of legislation this session.

HB 231 "An act relating to the registration of snowmobiles” was discussed at our
Ie%islative workshop held in Anchorage this past November. At that time, the many
delegates from around Alaska voted unaminously to endorse this legislation. As you
may be aware, the AOC is an umbrella organization of outdoor user groups covering a

broad spectrum of uses.

Currently there are four snowmaobile clubs affiliated with the AOC and this is their
number one priority. Also, trails and access is one of the AOC's primary areas of
concern. We would like to thank you for your past support of our issues and hope you
will once a(%ain give us your assistance on this important{)iece of legislation. If there is
something further we can do to assist you in this effort, please feel free to contact us.

Sincerely,

Rod Arno
President

cc.  Rep. Beverly Masek
Senator Drue Pearce

The Official State Affiliate of the National Rifle Association



Snowmobilers

Better to register

“NA With an estimated 4,000 snowmobiles sold each year in
W-hw Anchorage and Palmer-Wasilla area and more than 75
S stolen in the past two seasons, an'optimist would say that

: Anchorage.isn’t really thief country. But it sure must feel
1 < .... =2 —. .. |like it to those unfortunate few
; W\ Snowmobiles whO 10ae their expensive snow-
: St mobiles. /
Qn are both And the thievery has definite:
: Aavn/onc/V/o ly gotten worse in the past few
1 tfAfJzffIOIVCE years, Anchorage Police Depart-
(and thus ment Officer James Scroggins
' . lucrative for a Snowmobiles are both expen-
' «] thief) and L/\%'dzpmqllﬂaf'e a
., » thief) and easy to get rid of.
- L easy toget rid Yetrelatively few owners reg-
i X ister their machines with the
t OT. state Division of Motor Vehicles, ;...

even though any that are driven

on public property are required by state law to be regis-

0 tered. . ,

Registration gives the police a record of ownership

that they can easily check. "(Registration) makes our

°j job easier and the bad guys’job a lot harder,” Officer
Scroggins says.

’ Rep. Bev Masek is trying to do something about snow-
mobile problems. She sponsored a bill last year that would
require snowmobiles to be registered before the new own-
er ever leaves the store,and to display an identificationl

j number. .
Jay Dulany, director of the Division of Motor Vehicles,
| ] says point-of-sale registration is probably the only effec-
tive way to get all machines registered. He is well aware
that right now many snowmobile owners just don’t bother.
o-i If Rep.; Masek’s bill passes and snowmobile registra-
tion becomes the norm rather than the exception, why
couldn’t a portion of the registration fees help pay for
safety awareness, trail acquisition and maintenance?
Somebody who just paid several thousand dollars for a -

LV fancy new rig probably wouldn’t mind forking over an- ".i-J
other $5 or $10 if part of the money went to more and bet-
"o ter trails. .

Snowmobiles are big, fast, and tempting to thieves. In

. the hands of the wrong driver, they’re dangerous. Heeding

the' words, of Officer Scroggins, let’s, make things easier

“ for the good guys and harder for the bad guys, and get

thop machines !{pgistered. ¢ S
» *i E
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FAX

To: Ted Carlson

Of: Municipal League

Pages: 3, including this cover sheet.
Date: January 27,1998

The following are the supporters thus far of the statewide trail system. They know in order to
accomplish the establishment of a statewide trail system that Point of sale legislation is the critical
funding component for success. As the future unfolds, it also may become neccessary to
implement a user pay system as well. All other snowbelt states with organized snowmobile trail
systems have implemented both. Alaska is the last state that does not have mandatory point of
sale registration for recreational vehicles, specifically snowmobiles. Without accurate registration
or recorded snowmobile sales numbers Alaska loses out on hundreds of thousands of dollars
every year in federal funds for trail development and maintenance. We do know there were 15817
new snowmobiles sold just in the last two winters and yet the most accurate data the Dept. Of
Motor Vehicles can supply is that there are approximately only 11000 registered machines in the
state. This is aggregate over the course oftime since registration is strictly voluntary although
state law requires registration. Point of Sale registration is the only solution to this mounting
problem. Also, point of sale may help to alleviate another serious problem of snowmobile theft
which is running rampant across Alaska. This legislation is a strong deterent and protects dealers
from servicing and selling used stolen snowmobiles. The most accurate estimate comes from
Alaska State Paries indicating there maybe as many as 70,000 unregistered snowmobiles in
Alaska. The following is a partial list of supporters and does not reflect the growing list of

support from private enterprise through out the state,

Alaska Snowmobile Representatives Alliance (ASRA)

Alaska State Snowmobile Association (ASSA)

Anchorage Snowmobile Club (ASC)

Anchorage Economic Development Corporation (AEDC)
Mayor Rick Mystrom, Municipality of Anchorage

Mayor Sarah Palin, City of Wasilla

State of Alaska, Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation
International Snowmobile Manufactures Association (ISMA)
Bombardier Motor Corporation (Includes 16 statewide dealers)
Polaris Industries Inc. (Includes 62 statewide dealers)

Yamaha Motor Corporation (Includes 23 statewide dealers)
Artie Recreational Distributors Inc. (Includes 40 statewide dealers)
Iron Dog Gold Rush Classic

Muldoon Community Council

Eagle River Community Council
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Eagle River Chamber o f Commerce
Wasilla Chamber of Commerce

Bjg Lake Chamber of Commerce
Anchorage Convention antl /isitors Bureau (ACVB)
Alaska Visitors Association (AVA)
Governor Tony Knowles, State of Alaska
Anchorage Trails and Greenways Coalition (ATCG)
Alyeska Resort

Anchorage Hilton Hotel

Regal Alaskan Hotel

Chilkoot Charlies

Days Inn Anchorage

Klondike Mikes Adventures

Alaska Sales and Service

Anchorage Hotel/Rumrunners Bar & Grill
Bovey Trophies

Alaska Regional Hospital

E&A Enterprises

Golden North Van Lines

Grizzley’s hie.

Linford of Alaska

Almost Home Accomodations

Anchorage Daily News

Best Western Barratt Inn

Comfort Inn

Food Services of America

Holland America

MACtel Inc

Mat-Su Resort

Sheraton Anchorage Hotel

Windy Creek

National Bank of Alaska

Ship Creek Hotel

The Rusty Harpoon

PIP Printing

Thrifty Car Rental of Alaska

Westmark Anchorage Hotel

Mat-Su Motor Mushers

Caribou Hills Cabin Hoppers

Alaska Motor Mushers

Ted, if you need anything further please do not hesitate to call. While in Juneau see if you can find
out where the registration money over the years has gone and why motorized recreational users
have never recieved any benefits from all the fuel taxes they have paid.

Thanks,
Tim
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April 30, 1997

The Honorable Beverly Masek
Alaska House of Representatives
State Capital

Juneau AK S5S9801-1182

Dear Representative Masek:

The Anchorage Convention & Visitors Bureau (ACVB) representing
more than 1,300 business members remains in support of HB 231.
We view this legislation as an important tool in promoting a
genuinely  Alaskan activity, as well as creating greater
opportunities for winter recreation in many areas of the state.

There has been a statutory requirement for registering
snowmobiles since 1968} however few Alaskans participated in
registration of their snowmobiles. This is primarily due to the
problems that exist in the registration process. Currently when
somebody purchases a new snowmobile, they have to take the title
to the Division of Motor Vehicles and wait in line to get the five
dollar registration. Also, since the Division has not been able to
implement a mail-in system for registration renewal, individuals
have to repeat that performance every year.

By allowing dealers to handle registrations at time of purchase, HB
231 will create a better process for people to comply with current
statutes. This legislation will also allow dealers and other agents
to handle renewal of registrations.

It is Important to snowmobile enthusiasts to have a good system in
place for the purpose of providing a good accounting of the
number of machines in Alaska. This information is an integral part
of the formula for acquiring trail moneys that are available from
the National Trails Fund. The National Trails Fund was established
to provide needed funding for trail construction, trail heads,
trail signing, and grooming equipment. The 1importance of being
able to acquire Tfunds through this system cannot be stressed
enough. The establishment and maintenance of good trail systems
throughout Alaska will provide Alaskans a place to ride, and more
importantly provide us with an opportunity to expand winter

recreation and tourism.

ANCHORAGE
Conv”Aniion e
\i (firs Burrau

~TEW P tiIAVIH
Wlto,
Ml 2 :2

S_)IZIJ7. 276-4 11S
Iy



Hi-1 i U3-i0 Hi.' e Hfr.RUrHUt HI ?U7Zi 55¢3r P .uo 03

Page 2

Representative Beverly Masek
April 30, 1997

We believe HB 231 is a good first step toward developing an
important facet of winter tourism. It will quite likely need input
and work from the public and the Legislature. 1 look forward to
developing a good system to provide for snowmobile registration
and the resultant benefits to the state's economy and am hopeful
HB 231 will receive the timely support of this Legislature.

Sincerely,

Bill Elander/
President & CEO

TUTAL P .03



Committees:

Military & Veteran Aflairs,

Chair

House Resources,
Vice-Chair

House Transportation.
Vice-Chair

Legislative Council

Date: April 28. 1997

Alaska State Legislature

Representative Beverly Masek

Memorandum

To:  Rep. Joe Green, Chair, House Judiciary

From: Rep. Beverly Masek

Re: HB231 “Snowmobile Registration”

During Session: Jan - Mas
State Capitol
Juneau, Ak. 99801-1182
(907) 465-2079
Tax: (907) 465-4822
(800) 5052678

During Interim: June - Dee
600 li. Railroad Ave.
Wasilla, Ak. 00054

(907)376-2679
Fax: (907) 376-6180

After looking over the public input I have received to date on HB 231, | would appreciate it very much if
the House Judiciary Committee would entertain a couple?; of amendments to this legislation.

Thank you for your time and consideration of my request.



Date: April 28,1997

Rep. Masek - Proposed Amendments to HB 231.

1) On Page 1, line 1, change the title to read: "An Act relating to
registration [REGULATION] of snowmobiles."

2) On page 4, lines 18 - 21, delete.

3) On Page 4, line 22, Delete this section, Section 6. AS 0530.070 and
renumber the subsequent sections accordingly.

4) On Page 5, lines 21 - 22, rewrite to read: (2) "division” means the
Division of Motor Vehicles in the Department of Administration.
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Sponsor Statement
HB 231

HB 231 was the result of work done by the Alaska State Snowmobile Association and
the Division of Parks. |view this legislation as an important tool in promoting a
genuinely Alaskan activity, as well as creating greater opportunities for winter
recreation in many areas of the State.

There has been a statutory requirement for registering snowmobiles since 1968;

however few Alaskans participated in registration of their snowmobiles. This is
primarily due to the problems that exist in the registration process. Currently when vy
somebody purchase a new' snowmobile they have to take the title to the Division of
Motor Vehicles and wait in line to get the five dollar registration. Also, since the
Division has not been able to implement a mail in system for registration renew‘al,
individuals have to repeat that performance every year.

By allowing dealers to handle registrations at time of purchase, HB 231 will create a
better process for people to comply with current statutes. This legislation will also
allow dealers™and other agents; to handle renewal of registrations.

Itis important to snow'mobile enthusiasts to have a good system in place for the
purpose of providing a good accounting of the number of machines in Alaska. This
information is an integral part of the formula for acquiring trail moneys that are
available from the National Trails Fund. The National Trails Fund was established to
provid needed funding for trail construction, trail heads, trail signing, and grooming
equipment. The importance of being able to acquire funds through this system cannot
be stressed enough. The establishment and maintenance of good trail systems
throughout Alaska will provide Alaskans a place to ride, and more importantly
provide us with an opportunity to expand winter recreation and tourism.

| believe HB 231 is a good first step toward developing an important facet of winter
tourism. It will quite likely need input and work from the public and the Legislature. |
look forward to developing a good system to provide for snowmobile registration and
the resultant benefits to the stale's economy and am hopeful HB 231 will receive the
timely support of this Legislature.
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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 231(JUD)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTIETH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
BY THE HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsors): REPRESENTATIVE MASEK
A BILL

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

"An Act relating to regulation of snowmobiles.™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 28 is amended by adding a new chapter to read:
Chapter 39. Snowmobiles.

Sec. 2839.010. Snowmobile registration. Except as provided in this section,
a person may not operate a snowmobile within the state unless the snowmobile has
been registered and numbered as required by this chapter. Registration under this
section is not required for a snowmobile owned by the United States.

Sec. 2839.020. Authority of department; registration agents; registration
applications, (a) The department is authorized to assign identification numbers and
register snowmobiles.

(b) The department shall authorize agents, including snowmobile dealers, to
register snowmobiles. The department may authorize a snowmobile dealer authorized
as an agent for snowmobile registration to issue temporary and permanent registrations,

and to renew registrations.

-1- CSHB 231(JUD)
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() A snowmobile dealer shall require a purchaser of a new or used
snowmobile sold al retail to complete a registration application and pay the registration
fee before the snowmobile leaves the dealer’s premises unless the snowmobile is
exempt from registration or a registration fee under this chapter.

(d) In a manner set out in this chapter and as may be prescribed by the
department, an authorized agent shall accept a registration application and registration
fee, issue a registration, and forward the application and registration fee to the
department.

(e) The original and each renewal registration fee for a snowmobile is as
provided under AS 28.10.421.

Sec. 28.39.030. Proof of ownership for registration purposes. The
department shall require proof of ownership of the snowmobile before registering a
snowmobile under this chapter.

Sec. 28.39.040. Issuance of a certificate of registration and decals;
inspection of registration; expiration of registration, (a) Upon receipt of a
completed application for registration of a snowmobile, the department shall record the
registration of the snowmobile under a number assigned to the snowmobile by the
department. A number assigned to a snowmobile at the time of the original
registration must remain with the snowmobile until the snowmobile is destroyed,
abandoned, or permanently removed from the state or until the registration number is
changed or terminated by the department.

(b) The department shall issue a registration without the payment of a fee if
the snowmobile is owned by a state agency, a political subdivision of the state, or
another state. The department may, upon request, issue a registration without the
payment of a fee if the snowmobile is owned by the United States.

(c) The department shall, upon assignment of a registration number, issue and
deliver to the owner a certificate of registration in a form prescribed by the
department. A certificate of registration is not valid unless it is signed by the person
who signed the application for registration.

(d) At the issuance of the original certificate of registration and upon biennial

renewal, the department shall issue to the registrant a validation decal indicating the

231(JuD) -2
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validity of the current registration and the expiration date. A validation decal must be
affixed to the snowmobile in the manner prescribed by the department. A snowmobile
is not validly registered under this chapter unless a validation decal and current

registration have been issued as required by this section.

(e The department may refuse to register a snowmobile if the snowmobile

does not comply with the equipment requirements under AS 28.39.070.

(0 A snowmobile shall display the registration number assigned to it at all
times in the manner prescribed by the department.

() While operating a snowmobile that is required to be registered under this
chapter, a person shall have in possession or carry in the snowmobile a valid
registration. Upon demand by a peace officer authorized to enforce this chapter, a
person operating a snowmobile shall produce for inspection the certificate of
registration for the snowmobile and furnish to the peace officer any information
necessary for the identification of the snowmobile and its owner.

(h) A snowmobile owner holding a certificate of registrationshall notify the
department in writing of a change of residence within 15 days after thechange occurs.

(i) A snowmobile registration expires at the end of the se d season for
which it is issued. An application for renewal of registration for the succeeding years
must be made at a time and in a form prescribed by the department.

(1)) The department may issue a replacement certificate of registration if the
owner demonstrates to the department that the original certificate has been lost,
mutilated, or destroyed.

Sec. 28.39.050. Termination of ownership; used snowmobiles held for
resale; termination of use. (a) If there is a change of ownership of a snowmobile,
the seller and buyer shall fill out the transfer of ownership section of the registration,
and the seller shall sign over the registration to the new owner. The seller shall
promptly submit the transfer of ownership section to the department, and the
department shall issue a new certificate of registration to the new owner.

(b) This chapter does not require a snowmobile dealer to renew the registration
of a used snowmobile held solely for purposes of resale until the snowmobile is resold.

() An owner of a snowmobile registered under this chapter shall notify the

-3- CSHB 231(JUD)
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department in writing of the termination of use. destruction, or permanent removal of
the snowmobile from the state within J5 days after the termination of use. destruction,
or removal.

Sec. 28.39.060. Regulations authorized. The commissioner shall adopt
regulations governing the registration of snowmobiles and display of registration
numbers on snowmobiles as may be necessary to carry out this chapter.

Sec. 28.39.070. Equipment required, (a) A snowmobile must contain the
following equipment:

(1) brakes adequate to control the movement of and to stop and to hold
the vehicle under normal conditions of operation;

(2) at least one automatically illuminating head lamp that is aimed and
is of sufficient intensity to reveal persons and objects at a distance of at least 100 feet
ahead during hours of darkness under normal atmospheric conditions and one
automatically illuminated tail light;

(3) a throttle that, when released by the hand, will return the engine
speed to idle;

(4) an exhaust muffler that emits a noise level not higher than the
maximum decibel level prescribed by the manufacturer for the snowmobile.

(b) The provisions of (a)(4) of this section do not apply to a snowmobile while
the snowmobile is operated in a racing event permitted under AS 05.90.001.

Sec. 28.39.080. Reporting of accidents. The operator of a snowr.obile
involved in an accident resulting in injury to or death of a person, or property damage
other than to the operator’s snowmobile, the estimated amount of which is $500 or
more, shall immediately, by the quickest means of communication, give notice of the
accident to the nearest state trooper or municipal police officer.

Sec. 28.39.250. Definitions. In this chapter,

(1) "commissioner" means the commissioner of administration;

(2) "dealer" means a person engaged in the business of selling
snowmobiles predominantly for purposes other than resale;

(3) "department" means the Department of Administration;

(4) T"operate™ means to ride in or on and control the operation of a

CSHB 231(JUD) ~4-
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snowmobile;

(5) "operator" means a person who operates or is in actual physical
control of a snowmobile;

(6) "owner" means a person, other than a lienholder, having title to a
snowmobile and who is entitled to the use or possession of the snowmobile;

(7) "possession™ means physical custody of a snowmobile by an owner
of a snowmobile or by an owner of a motor vehicle or trailer on or in which a
snowmobile is placed for the purpose of transport;

(8) "retail" means the sale of a snowmobile for any purpose other than
resale;

(9) "season" means one calendar year beginning October 1 and ending
September 30;

(10) "snowmobile" means a self-propelled vehicle primarily designed
or altered for travel on snow or ice when supported in part by skis, belts, or cleats;
"snowmobile” does not include machinery used strictly for the grooming of
snowmobile trails or ski slopes.

* Sec. 2. AS 05.30 is repealed.

-5- CSHB 231(JUD)
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Proposed amendment to HR 231

OCo™**
It is the intent of the iegMature that the state should actively engage in the development

and maintenance of a state-wide snowmobile trail system to be supported, at Least in part,
by funds received through a snowmobile registration system and disbursed through a
community grant program to be established and administered by the Commissioner of the

Department of Natural Resources. This level of support should bc-at least equal-te-the-aet

reewipte-efthe snowmobile regretnitran-progranL_
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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 231( )
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTIETH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
BY

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVE MASEK
A BILL

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED
i 4treh
"An Act relating to regulation of snowmobiles.”

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 28 is amended by adding a new chapter to read:
Chapter 39. Snowmobiles.

Sec. 28.39.010. Snowmobile registration, (a) Except as provided in (b) of
this section, a person may not operate a snowmobile within the state unless the
snowmobijejias been registered and numbered as required by this chapter.

(b) Registrationnmder this section is not required for a snowmobile

(1) owned by an-agency -of-the state, the United States& OMnether-stater

Sec. 28.39.020. Authority of department; registration agents; registration
applications, (a) The department is authorized to assign identification numbers and
register snowmobiles.

(b) The department shall authorize agents, including snowmobile dealers, to

*1* CSHB231( )
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register snowmobiles. The department may authorize a snowmobile dealer authorized
as an agent for snowmobile registration to issue temporary and permanent registrations,
and to renew registrations.

(c) A snowmobile dealer shall require a purchaser of a new or used
snowmobile sold at retail to complete a registration application and pay the registration
fee before the snowmobile leaves the dealer’s premises unless the snowmobile is
exempt from registration under this chapter.

(d) In a manner set out in this chapter and as may be prescribed by the
department, an authorized agent shall accept a registration application and registration
fee, issue a registration, and forward the application and registration fee to the
department.

(e) The original and each renewal registration fee for a snowmobile is as
provided under AS 28.10.421.

Sec. 28.39.030. Proof of ownership for registration purposes. The
department shall require proof of ownership of the snowmobile before registering a
snowmobile under this chapter.

Sec. 28.39.040. Issuance of a certificate of registration and decals;
inspection of registration; expiration of registration, (a) Upon receipt of a
completed application for registration of a snowmobile, the department shall record the
registration of the snowmobile under a number assigned to the snowmobile by the
department. A number assigned to a snowmobile at the time of the original
registration must remain with the snowmobile until the snowmobile is destroyed,
abandoned, or permanently removed from the state or until the registration number is
changed or terminated by thej*jartment.

(b) The department 'may issue a registration without the payment of a fee if

A&jtL : w) -/
the snowmobile is owned by %political subdivision of the state.**3**

(c) The department shall, upon assignment of a registration number, issue and
deliver to the owner a certificate of registration in a form prescribed by the
department. A certificate of registration is not valid unless it is signed by the person
who signed the application for registration.

(d) At the issuance of the original certificate of registration and upon biennial

CSHB 231( ) -2-

New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]



© o N o O A W N

W W NN N RN NN NN NN B B B B
P O © ® N o 0 B ® N B O © o 9 o bR B R E B

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT 0-LS0501\F

renewal, the department shall issue to the registrant a validation decal indicating the
validity of the current registration and the expiration date. A validation decal must be
affixed to the snowmobile in the manner prescribed by the department. A snowmobile
is not validly registered under this chapter unless a validation decal and current
registration have been issued as required by this section.

(e) The department may refuse to register a snowmobile if the snowmobile
does not comply with the equipment requirements under AS 28.39.070.

(0 A snowmobile shall display the registration number assigned to it at all
times in the manner prescribed by the department.

(9) While operating a snowmobile that is required to be registered under this
chapter, a person shall have in possession or carry in the snowmobile a valid
registration. Upon demand by a peace officer authorized to enforce this chapter, a
person operating a snowmobile shall produce for inspection the certificate of
registration for the snowmobile and furnish to the peace officer any information
necessary for the identification of the snowmobile and its owner.

(h) A snowmobile owner holding a certificate of registration shall notify the
department in writing of a change of residence within 15 days after the change occurs.

(i) A snowmobile registration expires at the end of the second season for
which it is issued. An application for renewal of registration for the succeeding years
must be made at a time and in a form prescribed by the department.

(1) The department may issue a replacement certificate of registration if the
owner demonstrates to the department that the original certificate has been lost,
mutilated, or destroyed.

Sec. 28.39.050. Termination of ownership; used snowmobiles held for
resale; termination of use. (a) If there is a change of ownership of a snowmobile,
the seller and buyer shall fill out the transfer of ownership section of the registration,
and the seller shall sign over the registration to the new owner. The seller shall
promptly submit the transfer of ownership section to the department, and the
department shall issue a new certificate of registration to the new owner.

(b) This chapter does not require a snowmobile dealer to renew the registration

of a used snowmobile held solely for purposes of resale until the snowmobile is resold.

CSHB231( )
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(©) An owner of a snowmobile registered under this chapter shall notify the
department in writing of the termination of use, destruction, or permanent removal of
the snowmobile from the state within 15 days after the termination of use, destruction,
or removal.

Sec. 28.39.060. Regulations authorized. The commissioner shall adopt
regulations governing the registration of snowmobiles and display of registration
numbers on snowmobiles as may be necessary to carry out this chapter.

Sec. 28.39.070. Equipment required, (a) A snowmobile must contain the
following equipment:

(1) brakes adequate to control the movement of and to stop and to hold
the vehicle under normal conditions of operation;

(2) at least one automatically illuminating head lamp that is aimed and
is of sufficient intensity to reveal persons and objects at a distance of at least 100 feet
ahead during hours of darkness under normal atmospheric conditions and one
automatically illuminated tail light;

(3) a throttle that, when released by the hand, will return the engine
speed to idle;

(4) an exhaust muffler that emits a noise level not higher than the
maximum decibel level prescribed by the manufacturer for the snowmobile.

(b) The provisions of (a)(4) of this section do not apply to a snowmobile while
the snowmobile is operated in a racing event permitted under AS 05.90.001.

Sec. 28.39.080. Reporting of accidents. The operator of a snowmobile
involved in an accident resulting in injury to or death of a person, or property damage
other than to the operator’s snow.nobile, the estimated amount of which is $500 or
more, shall immediately, by the quickest means of communication, give notice of the
accident to the nearest state trooper or municipal police officer.

Sec. 28.39.250. Definitions. In this chapter,

(1) "commissioner" means the commissioner of administration;

(2) "dealer" means a person engaged in the business of selling
snowmobiles predominantly for purposes other than resale;

(3) "department” means the Department of Administration;

231C ) -4*
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(4) "operate™ means to ride in or on and control the operation of a
snowmobile;

(5) "operator" means a person who operates or is in actual physical
control of a snowmobile;

(6) "owner" means a person, other than a lienholder, having title to a
snowmobile and who is entitled to the use or possession of the snowmaobile;

(7) "possession" means physical custody of a snowmobile by an owner
of a snowmobile or by an owner of a motor vehicle or trailer on or in which a
snowmobile is placed for the purpose of transport;

(8) "retail" means the sale of a snowmobile for any purpose other than
resale;

(9) "season™ means one calendar year beginning October 1 and ending
September 30;

(10) "snowmobile" means a self-propelled vehicle primarily designed
or altered for travel on snow or ice when supported in part by skis, belts, or cleats,
"snowmobile” does not include machinery used strictly for the grooming of

snowmobile trails or ski slopes.

* Sec. 2. AS 05.30 is repealed.
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Alaska State Legislature

During Session: Jan - May
Slate Capitol

Committees:
Juneau, Ak. 99801-1182
Military & Veteran AHatrs, (907)465-2679
lax:(907)465-1822

Chair
(800) 505-2678

Ilouse Resources. ) )
During Interim: June - Dec.

Vice-Chair
600 li. Railroad Ave.
i . Wasilla, Ak. 99651
“°“SeViTg§_"§§g{:a“°”- Representative Beverly Masek (007) 376.2679
Fax: (907) 376-6180

Legislative Council

Sponsor Statement
HB 231

HB 231 was the result of work done by the Alaska State Snowmobile Association and
the Division of Parks. | view this legislation as an important tool in promoting a
genuinely Alaskan activity, as well as creating greater opportunities for winter
recreation in many areas of the State.

There has been a statutory requirement for registering snowmobiles since 1968;
however few Alaskans participated in registration of their snowmobiles. This is
primarily due to the problems that exist in the registration process. Currently when
somebody purchase a new snowmobile they have to take the title to the Division of
Motor Vehicles and wait in line to get the five dollar registration. Also, since the
Division has not been able to implement a mail in system for registration renewal,
individuals have to repeat that performance every year.

By allowing dealers to handle registrations at time of purchase, HB 231 will create a
better process for people to comply with current statutes. This legislation will also
allow dealers and other agents to handle renewal of registrations.

It is important to snowmobile enthusiasts to have a good system in place for the
purpose of providing a good accounting of the number of machines in Alaska. This
information is an integral part of the formula for acquiring trail moneys that are
available from the National Trails Fund. The National Trails Fund was established to
provid needed funding for trail construction, trail heads, trail signing, and grooming
equipment. The importance of being able to acquire funds through this system cannot
be stressed enough. The establishment and maintenance of good trail systems
throughout Alaska will provide Alaskans a place to ride, and more importantly
provide us with an opportunity to expand winter recreation and tourism.

I believe HB 231 is a good first step toward developing an important facet of winter
tourism. It will quite likely need input and work from the public and the Legislature. |
look forward to developing a good system to provide for snowmobile registration and
the resultant benefits to the state's economy and am hopeful HB 231 will receive the
timely support of this Legislature.



ALASKA 0O U TDOOR COUNTCII
P.O. BOX2193
PALMER, AK. 99645
(907) 745-3772

Jan. 26, 1996

The Honorable Joseph Green
Rm. 24, Ak. St. Capitol
Juneau, Ak. 99801

Dear Representative Green;

Please find enclosed some information which we feel is pertinent to the amendment of
the current statutes regarding snowmobile registration. As you can see from the
information, the snowmachine industry could have a significant impact on Alaska’s
winter tourism market. However, an easiar method for obtaining registrations and
renewals needs to be put in place.

The Alaska State Snowmachine Association and the many members it represents is not
asking for a new law which would include a new tax. They merely wish to be able to set
up a registration process in which dealers can handle registrations and renewals. This
service is already extended to the auto industry and in fact this past year, IM testing
sites were allowed to handle car registrations. This would take a fairly simple and
straightforward amendment to current statute | believe.

If there is any questions you would like answered on this, you may contact myself or
Glenda Smith at (907) 373-0452. The snowmachine clubs and industry would benefit
greatly from this move and | am positive they would be veiy thankful for your assistance

in this endeavor.

Thank you for your time and consideration of this important issue.

Sincerely,

L
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A merican Council of Snowmobile Associations

Christine Joyrddn Telephone (517) 351-4362
Executive DIrector Fax (517) 351-1363
271 Woodtart 216

East laming, R 43623 (&R

November 29,1995

TO: ACSA Board of Directors
PRESIDENTS, State Snowmobile Associations

FROM: Christine Jourdain
RE: RECREATIONAL TRAILS FUNDING

We have just been notified that President Clinton signed the National Highway System
Designation Act into law yesterday, November 28,1995. This legislation allocates $15 Million
in 1996 and $15 Million in 1997 to all 50 states. The fund is designed to develop and maintain
trails used by motorized recreational enthusiasts and other recreational groups.

This funding will be distributed in a predetermined manner. Ofthe $15 Million, $7.5 Million
will be distributed equally between all fifty states. The remaining $7.5 will be distributed based
on the number of registered motorized recreational trail users.

As you know, trail users from all walks of life will be competing for this money.

| encourage you to immediately contact your state agency and your state trails coordinator to
advise them ofthis funding and to recommend a meeting to discuss snowmobile trail expansion
and improvement. This fonding is very positive for the snowmobile community. Our priority
must be to have this money alllocated to the snowmobile trails.

Please keep me advised as to your progress with your state agency and trail advisory board. For
your convenience, | have attached the individuals responsible in your state agency and trails

program.

if you have any questions, please contact inc. | look forward to working with on this exciting
development.



American Recreation Ccalition

1331 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 726
Washington, D.C. 20004
(202) 662-7420 Fax: (202) 662-7424

Contact: Drew Kramer

TRAILS FUNDING AWAITS PRESIDENT’'S SIGNATURE

Washington, D.C. (November 22) - As the rest of Washington focused on a partial
shut-down of federal agencies and programs during the week of November 13, House and
Senate conferees approved legislation to designate a new National Highway System and
fine-tune certain provisions of ISTEA, the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of
1991. Happily, one of the ISTEA revisions will clear the way for a portion of federal gasoline
excise taxes paid by motorized recreational trail users to be used to enhance America's
increasingly popular recreational trail network.

The National Highway System Designation Act of 1995 contains a favorable mix cf
provisions from bills passed separately by the House and the Senate. In the Senate,
obstacles to the flow of money to trails were overcome by directing the expenditure of $15
million for trails under contract spending authority in each of the next two fiscal years. The
House, on the other hand, removed a requirement that states earmark state fuel excise taxes
attributable to recreational trail activities, substituting a new matching requirement to qualify
for the federal trail funding. The House also included new guidance to the states on
environmental mitigation and added a twelfth member to tne National Trails Advisory
Committee, which represents individuals with disabilities.

According to American Recreation Coalition President Derrick Crandall, “Passage of
the trails fund amendments comes in time to document the effectiveness of this program in
advance of the next, highway bill. Itis a credit to America’s trails community leadership,
which worked hard and in harmony to gain Congressional attention to a problem that had
zeroed out the fund for three of the past four years. And it is a real testimony to the efforts of
Congressional friends of trails like Senator Dirk Kempthorne, Representatives Thomas Petri
and Nick Joe Rahall and others. They just kept plugging away, fighting hard for America’s
hikers and snowmobilers, equestrians and bicyclists, motorcyclists and cross-country skiers."

(more)

Dedicated to the protection and enhancement of every citizen's



AMERICAN COUNCIL OFSNOWMOBILEASSOCIATIONS, INC.
National Office:
271 Woodland Pass (Suit© 216) ¢ East Lansing, M| 48823
517/351-4362 ¢ 517/351-1363 (fax)

Kay Uoyd
Prestosnt
(200)821-4756 December 1,1995

<phon##/tat)
13208-136th Ave. NE.
Klfldand. WA 98034

Dear ACSA Board of Directors and Interested Parties,

HQT.NEffiSHI
The National Highway System Bill was signed by the President on 11/28/95 which

included language that allocates $15 Million in FY96 and $15 Million in FY97 for funding of
trails (see enclosures from Christine (ACSA) and the American Recreation Coalition (ARC).

NEWS OF YELLOWSTONE"™!
The yellow packet is enclosed.

UPDATE OF ACTIVITIES:
The 199£ Congress Planning Meeting in Edmonton, Alberta went very well. | have

included a copy of Don Lumley’s "program format’. As you will notice we have allowed 2
hours for the YOUTH IN SNOWMOBILING to meet, as well as 2 hours for the Antique

Snowmobile Clubs of America.
I have included a report from Jack Welch about a subject discussed at the Western Chapter

Meeting in Salt Lake City, UT

I enjoyed meeting snowmobilers on Nov. 10 & 11 at the Illinois Convention

A very productive meeting was conducted by the ACSA Executive Board on Sunday

On Nov. 14 &15, Christine and | attended the American Trails Board Meeting. It was a full
agenda of business items, with the main one - the planning of the National Trails
Symposium in Washington, D.C. in March, 1996 (more on that in January)

| attended one day of the Rails-To-Trails Meeting, and left determined to have a strong
showing of Snowmobile Rail Trails usage at their next meeting in two years (more to come on
that!) If you want to know what is upsetting ... call Don Stineman in Ohio.

On Nov. 17-19 we attended the big trade show in Minneapolis to begin promoting ACSA
with the "after market™ people, and found a very warm reception.

I have most of the "Youth Involvement Workshop™ videos copied and mailed. | applied
for and received a generous grant from Polaris to help us get this project organized and up
and running. Send me any info you have on past or present activities involving young
people in snowmobiling. Christine will be working with me as we get this going.

ENCLOSURES:

1 Letter re: NRTFA from Christine and the ARC backup info

V Report from Jack Welch

V 1996 Congress format

V 1996 Calendar to ""Wish you a Prosperous and Busy New Year"

Call me between 5:00-7:30 A.M. Pacific Time at (206) 821-4756 [FAX is same number].



TRAILS FUNDING AWAITS PRESIDENT'S SIGNATURE
ADD ONE

Moneys will be allocated to the states based upon population and estimates of the
fuel tax generated by trail use. The largest allocations are expected to go to Michigan
(nearly $800,000), Minnesota (more than $600,000) and California (approximately
$600,000), with most states receiving $160,000 to $300,000. Funds can be used for trail
development and maintenance, as well as for various educational and administrative
expenses.

The National Highway System Designation Act of 1995 is expected to be signed into
law shortly by President Clinton. For additional information on this.legislation and the

National Recreational Trails Fund, contact ARC at 202*662-7420.

230-
#28-95



Western U.S. and Canadian trail systems and grooming programs
compared at Western Chapter meeting in Salt Lake City, Utah

Emmission testing of snowmobiles also discussed
By Jack Welch

Blue Ribbon- President

Western Chapter of the International Snowmobile Council held
their fall meeting, October 27 and 28. The main issues
reviewed by both the State Associations and Canadian
Provinces were related to trails. Joining the grassroots
leaders were several snowmobile program administrators from
the western states. Also present were Ed Klim, President for
the newly formed International Snowmobile Manufacturers
Association, Christine Jourdain, Executive Director from the
newly formed American Council of Snowmobile Associations
(ACSA) , and Kay Lloyd, President of ACSA. Kay 1is also Co-
Chair of the International Snowmobile Council (I1SC),

Some of the information shared about trails systems and

grooming was quite interesting. First, trail systems ranged
from a few miles in Arizona to hundreds of kilometers in
Alberta, Canada. Trail grooming budgets ranged from no

actual guaranteed dollars in Arizona and British Columbia to
over $740,000 in the State of Ildaho. The method of
generating these grooming funds ranged from just snowmobile
registrations and volunteer efforts, including fund raising
in states like Colorado, to registration, gas tax refunds,
and general fund dollars or a combination of all three in
several other states. AlIl U.S. and Canadians present at the
meeting agreed that more money is needed to fund trail
grooming as the sport of snowmobiling continues to grow.
Some states reported increases of over 400% 1in snowmobile
use days over the last ten years. It was decided at the
Western Chapter meeting that more detailed information on
western trail systems will be developed, with a report
presented at the International Snowmobile Congress to be held
in Edmonton, Alberta next June.

In addition to the trails discussion, presentations were made
by Conoco Oil Company on a new product, Conoco Bio Synthetic

2 Cycle oil. Conoco will be testing this oil in snowmobiles
this winter in Yellowstone. We all know the National Park®s
concerns on emissions. We, in the snowmobile community, are
also concerned and await the testing results. Ed KIim of

ISMA also reported on efforts to develop standards for
testing snowmobile emissions and the manufacturer®s plans to

deal with the problems. Next, Christine Jourdian and Kay
Lloyd reported on the new ASCA organization and how it 1is
moving forward. Other items covered at the business meeting

related to adopting a new budget for the Western Chapter,
plans for fund raising to meet the budget, various award
programs. 1In general, the meeting was a big success.

Elect
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1993-94 WYOMING SNOWMOBILE ASSESSMENT
Introduction

Snowmobiling is an important part of the tourism and recreation industry in
Wyoming. Based on information from the 1990 Wyoming State Comprehensive Outdoor
Recreation Plan (SCORP) (Buchanan and Kamby, 1990) it is estimated that resident
snowmobiling accounted for 286,587 trips in 1993. According to the SCORP,
snowmobiling ranks as the third most popular winter recreation activity for State
residents, after downhill and cross-country skiing. It is also an important part
of the winter tourism industry in Wyoming, attracting thousands of visitors each
year.

In Wyoming, the State Snowmobile Trails Program is administered by the
Department of Commerce through the Division cf State Parks and Historic Sites.
The program 1is primarily self-supporting through funding from snowmobile
registration fees and gasoline tax revenues. Most of the State-sponsored trail
system is located on federal land, so State/Federal interagency cooperation is
required for development and maintenance of the systen. Operation and
maintenance is provided through Jlocal contractors and part-time seasonal
employees. State Park employees are responsible for administration and quality
control.

This study has been developed at the request of the Wyoming Department of
Commerce. Division of State Parks and Historic Sites. The purpose of the study
is to provide the Wyoming Department of Commerce with accurate and up-to-date
information on the snowmobiling industry in Wyoming. It includes a discussion
of the demographic, trip, and economic characteristics of both resident and
nonresident snowmobilers in the State. This study is an update of an earlier

study conducted in 1985-86 (Buchanan, 1986).
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Procedures

Study data was collected during the 1993-94 and 1994-95 snowmobiling
seasons. A sample of resident snowmobilers was randomly selected from the 1993
list of snowmobilers purchasing Wyoming snowmobile registrations. During the
1993-94 season, information was collected through a mail survey questionnaire
(See Appendix 1) following Dillman*s Total Design Method (1973). A total of
1,000 questionnaires were sent to resident snowmobilers. Four hundred and thirty
four resident snowmobilers responded representing a 43.4 percent response rate.
The results from the resident snowmobiler survey are presented in the next
section of the report.

Nonresident snowmobilers were sampled during both the 1993-94 and 1994-95
winter seasons. Wyoming snowmobile club members and State Park s personnel
contacted nonresident snowmobilers at trail heads and lodges throughout the State
during the two winter seasons. Information from a total of 158 nonresident
snowmobilers was collected during the study. Estimates of the economic impact
of nonresident snowmobilers, based on the results from the nonresident surveys,
are presented 1in the third section of this report. The information on the
economic 1impact of nonresident snowmobiling was developed using expenditure
estimates from the nonresident survey and an input-output model of the State of
Wyoming developed by the authors. Regional economic 1impacts from resident
snowmobiler expenditures were not considered in the analysis since they often

represent a redistribution of current income rather than a net gain in sales by

the State s economy.
In addition to collecting nonresident snowmobiler names and addresses at the
trail heads, snowmobile club members and State Parks personnel also conducted

parking lot counts during the 1993-94 winter season. A total of 3,100 vehicles



were surveyed. This information was used to develop estimates of the percentage
of resident and nonresident snowmobile use in Wyoming.

In the fourth section of this report, the revenues and costs of the
snowmobile program to Wyoming State Government are considered. Revenues include
estimated sales tax revenues directly or indirectly associated with annual and
trip expenditures by nonresident snowmobilers. Also included are estimated gas
tax revenues associated with gasoline purchases by nonresident snowmobilers and
nonresident snowmobile registration fees. Estimates of sales tax revenue are
from the State input-output model. Estimates of gas tax revenues are based on
average fuel expenditures by nonresident snowmobilers. Nonresident snowmobile
registrations were obtained from the Division of State Parks and Historic Sites.
Revenues from resident snowmobilers are not considered in the analysis since they
often represent a redistribution of existing revenues from other sources rather
than a net gain to State Government.

Results from Resident Snowmobiler Survey

Table 1 indicates the distribution of snowmobile use days on the State
Trails System reported by respondents to the resident snowmobiler survey. This
distribution may have been affected by a lack of snow in certain areas during the
1993-94 season. The most frequently used areas tended to be near or adjacent to
larger population concentrations in Wyoming (i.e. Snowy Range - Cheyenne/lLaranmie,

Casper Mountain - Casper, and Dubois - Riverton/Lander).



WYOMING SNOWMOBILE PROGRAM LOCATIONS

ol
52
55
57
59

61
62
63
64
65

Pahaska Teepee

Bear Tooth

Antelope Butte

Tensleep - Buffalo
Northern Big Horns
(Lovell & Burgess Junction)
Lander-South Pass

Dubois

Sundance

Moskee

Snowy Range

(Laramie. Ryan Park & Saratoga)

68
69
70
73
74
75
76
77

80
94
95

Continental Divide Trail
Encampment

Alpine - Greys River
Goosewing

Togwotee

Granite Hot Springs
Big Piney

Upper Green River
(Pinedale)

Smith Fork & Hams Fork
Casper

Esterbrook

WYOMING DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
STATE PARKS AND HISTORIC SITES
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1994 WYOMING SNOWMOBILE ASSESSMENT

First, we would like to find out how many timesyou snowmobiled at each of
the State sponsored areas in Wyoming during theLAST 12 MONTHS. On the map
on the preceding page, please write the NUMBER OF DAYS you snowmobiled AT
EACH AREA beside the circled number for that area. (The example on the map
shows that you snowmobiled five days at Esterbrook - Area 95).

In addition to the State sponsored areas in Ql. please indicate how many
times you snowmobiled at the following areas during the LAST 12 MONTHS.

Yellowstone National Park NUMBER OF DAYS
Grand Teton National Park......... NUMBER OF DAYS
Qutside the State of Wyoming NUMBER OF DAYS

During the last 12 months what was the MAXIMUM distance (one-way) Yyou
traveled from your home to go snowmobiling? (Circle your answer)

1 LESSTHAN 50 MILES
2 50 TO 100 MILES

3. 101 TO 150 MILES
4. 151 TO 200 MILES

5 201 TO 250 MILES

6 251 TO 300 MILES

6 OVER 300 MILES

Approximately what percentage of your snowmobiling IN WYOMING occurs on
weekends (Saturday and Sunday) and what percentage occurs on weekdays?

X WEEKENDS

X WEEKDAYS
100 X TOTAL

If funding were available, which of the following items do you feel are
most important for improving snowmobiling in Wyoming?

(Put appropriate number from list on each line)

MOST 1. FUEL AT MORE TRAILHEADS
IMPORTANT 2. BETTER INFO ON TRAIL CONDITIONS
3. BETTER TRAIL MAINTENANCE
SECOND MOST 4. ADDITIONAL NEW TRAIL DEVELOPMENT
IMPORTANT 5. BETTER TRAIL MAPS
6. MORE OPEN AREAS
THIRD MOST 7. IMPROVED LAW ENFORCEMENT
IMPORTANT 8. BETTER SANITATION FACILITIES
9. BETTER TRAILHEADS AND PARKING
10. BETTER TRAIL SIGNING
11. OTHER

1



Q6. Please list the total amounts that you or your family spent on the
following snowmobiling items during the LAST 12 MONTHS. Also, please
estimate how much of these expenditures were made IN WYOMING.

IN

TOTAL WYOMING
SNOWMOB I LE - ittt e et e d e $——————— *
SNOWMOBILE TRAILER .. aaaae s B $
SAFETY EQUIPMENT (helmet, tools, first aid.etc) $ 3.
SNOWMOBILE CLOTHING (suit, gloves, etc) - ooooooiaaaan.. $ $.
SNOWMOBILE REPAIRS/PARTS (belts, sparkplugs,etc).... $ $
SNOWMOBILE REGISTRATIONS/LICENSES/TAXES . oooooaaaoo.. $ $
SNOWMOBILE CLUB DUES/EXPENSES ..o i $ $

OTHER PURCHASES/EXPENSES (Please specify):

$ $
S $
$ $
— $ $

THESE EXPENDITURES ARE FOR HOW MANY PEOPLE NUMBER OF PEOPLE

AXAAT -AAAL AAK-K-trirbirk AAAAAAA.A kKkk+~t. A AAAA. AAAAAA, K-irtrk' AAK-K-k-trirfrktrirk-k-i:-imirlrk-trk A==

Now we would like some information on YOUR MOST RECENT SNOWMOBILE TRIP IN
WYOMING.

Q7. In reference to your last snowmobile outing IN WYOMING, how many people
were in your traveling party, how many passenger vehicles, and how many
snowmobiles were taken on the trip?

NUMBER OF PEOPLE
NUMBER OF PASSENGER VEHICLES
NUMBER OF SNOWMOBILES

Q8. What was your PRIMARY destination on this trip?

AREA/TOWN

Q9. Was snowmobiling the PRIMARY purpose of the trip?

1. YES
2. NO
Q10. How many NIGHTS did you spend away from home during this trip and how

many DAYS were spent snowmobiling IN WYOMING?

NUMBER OF NIGHTS AWAY FROM HOME
NUMBER OF DAYS SNOWMOBILING IN WYOMING



Qll. Next, we would like some information on how much you or your family
spent IN WYOMING on your last snowmobiling trip,

AMOUNT IN
WYOMING
LODGING (motels. RV parks, campgrounds, etC.) .coiooiiirinmanaannnnaan. $.
EATING/DRINKING PLACES (restaurants, bars, etCc.).uecueriuronnrannnan.. $.
GROCERY/CONVENIENCE/LIQUOR STORES -t e $
GAS O L INE /O I L o ottt e e e e e e $
REPAIRS/MAINTENANCE ... ... ...... $
RETAIL ITEMS (gifts, souvenirs, clothing etC.) .uoueieinionenaanannn- 3.
SNOWMOB I LE RENT AL oot e e et e e e et e e e e e $
GUIDED SNOWMOBILE TOUR PACKAGES -t e s S
OTHER RECREATION ACTIVITIES (movies, ski areas,etC.) . ceecieciunnuannn. $.
OTHER PURCHASE/EXPENSES (Please specify):
$
$
$
$
NUMBER OF PERSONS COVERED BY THESE EXPENDITURES?............ NUMBER OF PEOPLE
Q12. Finally, we would like to know what your home zip code number is.

ZIP CODE

Is there anything else you would like to tell us about snowmobiling in Wyoming?
IT so. please use this space for that purpose.



Table 1. Distribution of Snowmobile Use by Trail Area

Number

Trail Area of Days Percent
65 - Snowy Range 1,438 18.6*
94 - Casper 905 11.7%
62 - Dubois 781 10.1*
77 - Upper Green River 651 8.4~*
59 - Northern Big Horns 564 7.3*
61 - Lander/South Pass 501 6.5*
57 mTensleep/Buffalo 492 6.4*
69 - Encampment 469 6.1*
74 - Togwotee 376 4.9*
51 - Pahaska Tepee 290 3.7*
52 - Bear Tooth 278 3.6*
80 - Smith & Hams Pork 197 2.5%
64 - Moskee 187 2.4%*
68 * Continental Divide 168 2.2*
73 - Goosewing 132 1.7*
75 - Granite Hot Springs 87 1.1*
70 - Alpine/Greys River 70 0.9*
63 - Sundance 67 0.9*
76 - Big Piney 59 0.8*
95 - Esterbrook 32 0.4%

Total 7.744 100.0*

Table 2 presents the total number of use days on the State Trails System for
resident snowmobilers. About 8 percent of the respondents reported no snowmobile
use on the State Trails System during the last 12 months. At the other extrenme,
nearly 10 percent reported more than 40 days. The average for residents was

about 18 days during the last year.

Table 2. Snowmobiling Use Days on State Trails System

Number
of Days Percent
10 or less 44 8>
11 to 20 22.9*
21 to 30 12.8~*
31 to 40 10.5*
More than 40 9.0~
Median 12.0 days
Mean 17.9 days
0.868 days

Standard Error



Table 3 indicates the number of total snowmobile use days on all trail
systems for resident snowmobilers during the last 12 months. On average, a
resident snowmobiler spent about 18 days on the State Trails System. 2 days in
Yellowstone and Grand Teton National Parks, and 1.5 days outside Wyoming during
the last year. Seventy percent of the respondents indicated they snowmobiled
exclusively in Wyoming last year.

Table 3. Total Snowmobiling Use Days

Days Percent

Area
State Trails Systen 17.9 83.6*
Yellowstone National Park 1.7 7.9#
Grand Teton National Park 0.3 1.42
Outside Wyoming L5 7.0%
Total 21.4 100.02

Table 4 presents the maximum one-way distance residents traveled from home
during the last year to snowmobile. The table indicates 42 percent of residents
tended to snowmobile Tfairly close to home (100 miles or less). Another 26
percent sometimes visitedneighboring areasto snowmobile (101 miles to 200

miles). Finally. 32 percent werewillingto travel longer distances to

snowmobile (more than 200 miles).

Table 4. Maximum One-way Distance Traveled to Snowmobile

Distance Percent
Less than 50 miles 21.12
50 to 100 miles 21.32
101 to 150 miles 12.32
151 to 200 miles 13.72
201 to 250 miles 10.42
251 to 300 miles 8.42

12.82

Over 300 miles

Table 5 compares the proportion of resident snowmobiling occurring on
weekends with that occurring on weekdays. The results indicate that while most

snowmobiling is on weekends, there is also a substantial amount that occurs



during the week. Nearly 80 percent of the
snowmobiled at least once during the week last year.
Table 5. Comparison of Weekend and Weekday Snowmobiling

Weekend Percent
Median 90.0#
Mean 77.0#
Standard Error 1.3#
Weekdays Percent
Mean 23.0#
Median 10.0#
Standard Error 1.3#

Table 6 indicates what resident snowmobilers felt were the most important
requirements to improve snowmobiling 1in Wyoming, if additional funding was
available. The most important requirementwas "better trailmaintenance". The
second most important requirement was "additional new trail development"”.The
third most important requirement was "better trail signing”. "Better sanitation
facilities™ and "more open areas" were also frequently indicated as important.

Table 6. Most Important for Improving Snowmobiling in Wyoming
Second Third
Most Most Most
Item Important Important Important
Better trail maintenance 37.9# 18.6# 11.0#
Additional new trail development 15.5# 19.5# 15_5#

More open areas 8.5% 12.5# 7.5#

Better trail signing 7.5# 12.3# 17.8#

Better trail heads and parking 6.6# 5.5# 7.8#

Fuel at more trail heads 6.4# 4.6# 7.3%#

Better info on trail conditions 5.4# 8.4# 7.0#

Better sanitation facilities 4.0# 8.2# 13.0#

Better trail maps 3.5# 6.3# 7.3#

Improve law enforcement 2.6# 3.6# 4.0#

Other 2.1# 0.5# 1.8#

Table 7 shows the average resident household annual expenditures for
equipment and other fixed cost items such as registration and club dues. The
average per household was $4,230 per year. Nearly 80 percent of these

expenditures were for snowmobiles.

respondents indicated they had

The expenditure figures represent averages



for both households who purchased equipment last year as well as those who did
not. For example, the average expenditure for snowmobiles by residents who
actually purchased snowmobiles last year was $5,500. However, when individuals
who did not purchase snowmobiles last year are included, the average declines to
$3,280 for all snowmobilers. Over 90 percent of annual resident expendl”.ures for
snowmobiling are made in Wyoming. The survey results indicate these expenditures
represent the annual expenditures for 2.4 people.

Table 7. Average Resident Household Annual Expenditures for Snowmobiling

Total Spent in
Spent Wyoming

Snowmobile $3,280 $3,036

Trailer $272 $246
Safety Equipment $117 $103
Clothing $166 $155
Repairs/Parts $323 $296
Reg/Lic/Tax $56 $56
Club Dues $10 $10
Other $5 $5
Total $4,230 $3,909

$231 $221

Standard Error

Table 8 summarizes trip characteristics for a typical snowmobile trip by
Wyoming residents. Respondents were asked to report trip information for their
most recent snowmobile outing in Wyoming. Based on the mean estimates, the
results indicate that, on average, there were 2.2 people per vehicle and slightly
over 1 person per snowmobile. In almost all cases, the primary purpose of the

trip was to snowmobile. About 50 percent of the trips were day trips and 50

percent were overnight trips of various lengths.



Table 8. Snowmobile Trip Characteristics

Standard
Size of Traveling Party Median Mean Error
Number of People 4.0 6.6 .425
Number of Passenger Vehicles 2.0 3.0 .239
Number of Snowmobiles 4.0 6.3 .442
Primary Purpose of the Trip Percent
Snowmobiling 92.4%*
Other 7.6X

Standard

Length of Trip Median Mean Error
Number of Nights Away From Home 1.0 1.4 .104
Number of Days Snowmobiling 2.0 2.4 .192

Table 9 shows the average daily trip expenditures for resident snowmobilers
based on the respondents®™ last snowmobile trip in Wyoming. The average was
$54.80 per person for all trips. As would be expected, the average for day trips
was lower at $33.90 and the average for overnight trips was higher at $62.43.
Overall, nearly 80 percent of the trip expenditures were for Eating/Drinking.
Gas/0il, and Lodging. Lodging expenditures are the lowest of the three because
two-thirds of the respondents did not have a lodging expense for the trip. The
$54.80 per person amount 1is very comparable to estimated resident expenditures
of $53.95 in Montana (Sylvester and Nesary, 1994).

Table 9. Average Resident Per Person Daily Trip Expend!

All Day Overnight

Trips Trips Trips
Lodging $11.46 $0.00 $15.78
Eating/Drinking $16.67 $11.57 $19.01
Grocery/Liquor $6.20 $5.38 $6.70
Gas/0il $15.22 $14.43 $15.21
Retail Items $3.77 $0.94 $4.46
Snowmobile Rental $0.84 $1.39 $0.68
Snowmobile Tours $0.00 $0.00  $0.00
Other $0.64 $0.19 $0.60
Total $54.80 $33.90 $62.43
Standard Error $5.44 $3.74 $5.32



Table 10 presents an estimate of the total yearly resident expenditures on
snowmobiling including both annual and trip expenditures. This estimate is based
on information from a number of sources including: State snowmobile registration
records, the resident snowmobile survey, 1993 population estimates from the U.S.
Bureau of Census, and the 1990 Wyoming State Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation
Plan. Of the $66.1 million in expenditures, about 60 percent were trip-related
expenditures and 40 percent were equipment or other fixed cost items. Estimated
annual expenditure for fixed cost items is conservative since it only considers
registered snowmobile ownership. A recent study in Montana found that 66 percent
of that state ™ snowmobiles were not registered (Sylvester and Nesary, 1994).
There is anecdotal evidence that a substantial number of snowmobiles in Wyoming
are also not registered. Many of these snowmobiles may not be actively used,
used only on private lands, or simply may not be in compliance with registration
requirements. The exact number of unregistered snowmobiles in Wyoming and the
annual expenditures associated with these snowmobiles is unknown.

Table 10. Estimated Annual Total Resident Expenditures on Snowmobiling

Item Amount Source
Registered Snowmobile Households 6,722 (Snowmobile Registration)
Fixed Expenditures X £4.230 (Snowmobile Survey)
Total Fixed Cost Expenditures $28,434,060 (1)
Wyoming Population - 1993 470,000 (U.S. Census)
Snowmobile Participation Rate X 10.3% (SCORP)
Resident Snowmobile Riders 48.410

Number of Trips Per Year X 5.92 (SCORP)
286.587

Total Trips
X 2.4 (Snowmobile Survey)

Days Per Trip

Resident Snowmobiling Days 687,809

Expenditures Per Trip X $54.80 (Snowmobile Survey)
Total Trip Expenditures $37,691,933 (2)

Total Snowmobile Expenditures $66,125,993 (1+2)



Economic Impact of Nonresident Snowmobilers

Nonresident snowmobilers are an important part of the winter tourisnm
industry in Wyoming attracting thousands of visitors each year. Survey results
indicate that the average nonresident snowmobiler spends a total of 8.7 days
snowmobiling in Wyoming annually. The results also indicate that the 8.7 days
in Wyoming were 44 percent of their total days snowmobiling for the year.

Table 11 shows the average annual nonresident expenditures for equipment and
other fixed cost items. The average per household was $6,375 per year.
Approximately 15 percent ($956) of these expenditures were made in Wyoming. On
a per person basis, this amounts to $443 annually for nonresidents or $50.92 per
use day. As indicated by the standard error, there was substantial variation in
average annual expenditures by nonresidents in Wyoming. This variation occurs
because 16 percent of nonresidents indicated that they purchased a snowmobile in
Wyoming. For these individuals, the average annual expenditure in Wyoming was
$4,876. For the other 84 percent who didn"t purchase a snowmobile in Wyoming,
the average annual expenditure in Wyoming was only $143.

Table 11. Average Annual Nonresident Expenditures for Snowmobiling

Total Spent in

Spent Wvoming

Snowmobile $4,876 $736
Trailer $627 $31
Safety Equipment $173 $23
Clothing $274 $37
Repairs/Parts $271 $84
Reg/Lic/Tax $83 $9
Club Dues $14 $1
Other "558 $35
Total Per Household $6,375 $956
Standard Error $466 $222
Per Person in WY $443
$50.92

Per Use Day 1in WY

Table 12 presents the average daily trip expenditure by nonresident

snowmobilers in Wyoming. The average nonresident expenditures per use day is

10



$91.48. Over 95 percent of the snowmobile trips to Wyoming reported by
nonresidents involved an overnight stay. Per person daily expenditures for
nonresidents were nearly 1.5 times higher than overnight trips for residents

($91.48 vs $62.43).

Table 12. Average Nonresident Per Person Daily Trip Expenditures

Amount
Lodging , $25.39
Eating/Drinking $22.57
Grocery/Liquor $4.86
Gas/0il $14.27
Retail Items $6.28
Snowmobile Rental $4.50
Snowmobile Tours $12.01
Other
Total $91.48
Standard Error $5.25

Table 13 presents an estimate of the total expenditures by nonresident
snowmobilers in Wyoming. Based on the parking lot survey conducted by the
snowmobile clubs and State Par< personnel, it is estimated that nonresident
snowmobilers accounted for 766,332 use days in Wyoming during the 1993-94 season.
This represents over 50 percent of all snowmobile use in the State. This may be
a conservative estimate since State Parks personnel report the percentage of use
by nonresidents may actually be closer to 60 percent. Combining the estimate of
total nonresident snowmobile wuse with the estimated per day nonresident
expenditure indicates that nonres®"iJent snowmobilers spend in excess of $70.1
million on trip expenses in Wyoming annually.

Dividing total nonresident snowmobiling days by the average snowmobiling
days per visitor indicates that Wyoming had 88,084 nonresident snowmobile
visitors during the 1993-94 season. Combining the estimate of nonresident
visitors with estimated nonresident annual expenditures indicates that

nonresidents spent $39.0 million on equipment and other fixed expenditures 1in

11



Wyoming. The combined total for trip and annual expenditures is $109.1 million
or $142.40 per nonresident snowmobiling day. The $142.40 figure 1is very
comparable to the $140.60 estimate for nonresidents snowmobiling 1in Montana

(Sylvester and Nesary, 1994).

Table 13. Estimated Total Nonresident Expenditures

Item Amount Source
Total Resident Trips 286,587 (SCORP)
Days/Trip X 2.4 (Snowmobile Survey)
Resident Snowmobiling Days 687,809
Resident Vehicles/Total Vehicles / 47.32 (Parking Lot Survey)
Total Snowmobiling Days 1.454,141
Nonresident Vehicle Parking Count X 52.72 (Parking Lot Survey)
Nonresident Snowmobiling Days 766,332
Expenditures Per Day in WY X $91.48 (Snowmobile Survey)
Total Trip Expenditures $70,104,051 €))
Nonresident Snowmobiling Days 766,332
Average Days Per Nonresident / 8.7 (Snowmobile Survey)
Nonresident Snowmobile Visitors 88,084
Fixed Expenditures in WY X $443
Total Fixed Cost Expenditures $39,021,212 2
Total Snowmobile Expenditures $109,125,263 (1+2)
Total Per Use Day $142.40

Table 14 presents an estimate of the total economic impact of nonresident
trip expenditures on the Wyoming economy. This table considers the multiplier
effect of nonresident expenditures resulting from the economic linkages between
sectors of the Wyoming economy on both a per day and total basis. As shown in
Table 14, the $142.40 of daily expenditure by nonresidents generates an
additional $101.23 in economic activity in the State for a total per day economic

impact of $243.63. Cf this total, $52.04 represents earned income for Wyoming

12



residents. This earned income supports the equivalent of .003996 full-time jobs
in the State or the equivalent of one full-time job for every 250 nonresident
snowmobiler days. Finally, this economic activity generates $6.16 of sales tax
collections in Wyoming. Table 14 also indicates the distribution of this
economic activity among the various sectors of Wyoming ™ economy.

Table 14. Economic Impact of Nonresident Snowmobilers, Per Day and Total

Employment
Total Indirect Total Total Personal Sales
Spctnrs Direct Induced Impact FTES Income Tax
Agricu ure 0.00 0.65 0.65 0.000012 0.17 0.00
Ag Services 0.00 0.15 0.15 0.000004 0.05 0.00
Timber 0.00 0.05 0.05 0.000001 0.01 0.00
0&G Services 0.00 0.33 0.33 0.000003 0.09 0.00
Oil & Gas 0.00 3.19 3.19 0.000004 0.15 0.02
Coal 0.00 1.41 1.41 0.000004 0.20 0.01
Mining 0.00 0.37 0.37 0.000002 0.06 0.00
Construction 0.00 1.53 1.53 0.000016 0.34 0.01
Manufacturing 0.00 5.81 5.81 0.000018 0.42 0.03
Transport\Comm 0.00 4.48 4.48 0.000070 1.97 0.07
Utilities 0.00 5.31 5.31 0.000021 0.70 0.08
Trade 17.71 10.66 28.37 0.001034 12.42 3.46
Eat/Drk/Lodg 43.88 1.70 45.58 0.001724 15.21 1.82
F.1.R.E. 0.00 7.30 7.30 0.000058 3.54 0.01
Services 24.47 4.17 28.64 0.000893 9.59 0.54
Heal th 0.00 2.39 2.39 0.000044 1.01 0.04
Local Gvt 0.00 3.77 3.77 0.000090 1.53 0.07
Households 4.08 47.96 52.04 0.000000 4.58 0.00
Other F.P. .53 0.00 0.53 0.000000 0 00 0.00
Imports 51.73 0.00 51.73 0.000000 0.00 0.00
Totals 142 .40 101.23 243.63 0.003996 52.04 6.16
Estimated impacts from 766.332 snowmobiler days
Estimated total direct sales (dollars) 109.125.677
Estimated total economic activity (dollars) 189.418.859
Estimated total personal income (dollars) 39.876.501
Estimated total employment (FTE) 3.063
Estimated total sales tax (dollars) 4.720.385

Multiplying the per day estimates of economic impact by the estimated total
nonresident snowmobiling days indicates nonresident snowmobilers spend a total
of $109 million in Wyoming which generates $189 million of economic activity in
the State. This economic activity results in $40 million in personal income and

supports the equivalent of 3,063 full-time jobs for residents. |In addition, this
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economic activity generates a total of $4.7 million in sales tax revenues in
Wyoming.
Revenues and Costs to State Government

In Wyoming, the State Snowmobile Trails Program is administered by the
Department of Commerce through the Division of State Parks and Historic Sites.
The program 1is primarily self-supporting through funding from snowmobile
registration fees and gasoline tax revenues. Operation and maintenance 1is
provided through local contractors and part-time employees. State Park employees
are responsible for administration and quality control. The biennium budget for
the snowmobile program is $852,000 or $426,000 per year. This expenditure is
used to support snowmobiling in Wyoming by both residents and nonresidents.

As shown in Table 15, three types of Wyoming State Government revenues were
considered in the analysis including: 1) gas tax revenues associated with
nonresident snowmobiler gas purchases, 2) nonresident snowmobile registration
fees and 3) sales tax revenues associated with nonresident snowmobiler
expenditures. Only revenues associated with nonresident snowmobilers were
considered in the analysis since these revenue are clearly new income for State
Government. Revenues associated with resident snowmobiling would represent a net
gain only to the extent that these expenditures would be made outside the state
without the snowmobiling program.

Appendix Table 1 summarizes the assumptions and calculations used to
estimate State gas tax revenues. Based on these assumptions, it is estimated
that nonresideni: snowmobiling generated $274,000 of gas tax revenues for the
State. Information from snowmobile vregistrations indicates that 1,078
nonresident snowmobiles were registered in Wyoming in 1993-94. While nonresident

snowmobilers are not legally required to register their snowmobiles in Wyoming.
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some do in order to support the State Trails Program. Since one dollar of the
registration fee ($15.00 per snowmobile) is returned to the establishment where
the registration is purchased, the net revenue to State Government is $14.00.
Based on this information, the estimated total revenues from nonresident
snowmobile registrations was $15,000.

In Table 14. expenditures by nonresident snowmobilers generated an estimated
$4.7 million of total sales tax revenues annually 1in Wyoming. Since State
Government retains 72.0 percent of total sales tax revenues, the net revenue to
the State is $3.4 million. Total State Government revenue from nonresident
snowmobilers 1is an estimated $3.7 million.

Comparison of revenues to costs indicates a revenue-cost ratio of 8.56 for
the State Snowmobile Trails Program. This indicates that the snowmobiling
\ ogram generates over $8.60 of State revenues from nonresident snowmobilers for
each $1.00 of State expenditures on the snowmobile program. In addition to
revenue generation, the snowmobile program provides considerable benefits to

state residents who snowmobile.

Table 15. Estimated Revenues and Costs of Snowmobile Trails Program

Revenues:

Nonresident Gas Tax Revenue $274,494 (Appendix Table 1)

Nonresident Snowmobile Registration

(1,078 snowmobiles 0 $14.00) $15,092 (Snowmobile Parks)
Nonresident Sales Tax Revenue
($4,720,385 X 72.02) $3.398.677 (Table 14)
Total Revenue $3,688,263
Costs:
Annual Program Costs $426,000
8.66

Revenue-Cost Ratio:
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Summary and Conclusions

The results of this study indicate that resident snowmobilers spend, on
average, about 18 days annually on the State Trails System, This represents over
80 percent of their total annual snowmobile use days for the year. Total
snowmobiling by residents is estimated to have been 687,809 days 1in 1993.
Resident snowmobilers felt that, if funding were available, the greatest needs
for the improvement of snowmobiling in Wyoming were: 1) Better Trail Maintenance,
2) Additional New Trail Development, and 3) Better Trail Signing.

The average annual fixed cost expenditures by resident snowmobilers was
$4,230 per household. Over 90 percent of these expenditures were made in
Wyoming. The average resident daily trip expenditure was $54.80 per snowmobiler.
The average expenditure for day trips was $33.90 per day and the average for
overnight trips was $62.43 per day. The estimated annual total resident
expenditure on snowmobiling was $66.1 million. This total includes both total
annual fixed cost expenditures and total trip expenditures.

Total nonresident snowmobiling is estimated to have been 766,332 days during
the 1993-94 winter season. This represents over 50 percent of total snowmobile
use in Wyoming. The average expenditure for nonresidents was $142.40 per use
day. Total annual expenditures by nonresidents are estimated to have been $109.1
million. This total includes both total annual fixed expenditures and total trip
expenditures. With the multiplier effect, the expenditures by nonresident
snowmobilers generated 189.4 million of economic activity in the State, created
$39.9 million in earned income for State residents, and supported the equivalent
of 3,063 full-time jobs. This economic activity also generated a total of $4.7

million in sales tax revenue in Wyoming.
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From a State Government perspective, the Snowmobile Trails Program generate
a total of $3.7 million in State revenues at an annual cost of $426,000.
Comparing revenues to costs indicates that the snowmobile program generates over
$8.60 of State revenues from nonresidents for very $1.00 of State expenditures
for the program. In addition to revenue generation, the snowmobile program

provides considerable benefit to State residents who snowmobile.
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Appendix Table 1. Calculation of Nonresident Gas Tax Revenue

Assumptions:

Price Per Gallon of Gas $1.50
Price Per Quart of Oil $3.00
Ratio of 0il to Gas 3 Quarts of 0il1/30 Gallons of Gas
Gas Tax Per Gallon of Gas $0.08

State 3 Share of Gas Tax Revenue 56.52

Calculations:

Nonresident Snowmobiling Days 766,332
Gas & Oil Expenditure Per Day X $14.27
Total Gas & Oil Expenditure $10,935,558
Percent Gas Expenditure X 83.32
Total Gas Expenditure $9,109,320
Price Per Gallon of Gas / $1.50
Gallons of Gas 6.072.880
Gas Tax Per Gallon X $0.08
Total Gas Tax Revenue $485,830
State"s Share of Revenue X 56.52
State Gas Tax Revenue $274,494
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1994 WY OM 1T N G S NOWMOSBI LE ASSESSMENT

We are interested in improving snowmobiling in Wyoming.
Will you please help us by answering the following questions.

Sponsored by:

The Wyoming Department of Commerce
and

The University of Wyoming
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J 0y CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 231( )
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTIETH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

Referred:

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVE MASEK

A BILL

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED
fit$ it v a

"An Act relating to regulation- of snowmobiles."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 28 is amended by adding a new chapter to read:

Chapter 39. Snowmobiles.
Sec. 28.39.010. Snowmobile registration, (a) Except as provided in (b) of
this section, a person may not operate a snowmobile within the state unless the
snowmobile has been regis'tered and numbered as required by this chapter.

(b) Registration™'under this section is not required for a snowmobile

i the-United-States.

ffi-~ xcmpt from motor-vehicle-registration-under A"S~281107011.

Sec. 28.39.020. Authority of department; registration agents; registration
applications, (a) The department is authorized to assign identification numbers and
register snowmobiles.

(b) The department shall authorize agents, including snowmobile dealers, to
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register snowmobiles. The department may authorize a snowmobile dealer authorized
as an agent for snowmobile registration to issue temporary and permanent registrations,
and to renew registrations.

(c) A snowmobile dealer shall require a purchaser of a new or used
snowmobile sold at retail to complete a registration application and pay the registration
fee before the snowmobile leaves the dealer’s premises unless the snowmobile is
exempt from registration under this chapter.

(d) In a manner set out in this chapter and as may be prescribed by the
department, an authorized agent shall accept a registration application and registration
fee, issue a registration, and forward the application and registration fee to the
department.

(e) The original and each renewal registration fee for a snowmobile is as
provided under AS 28.10.421,

Sec. 28.39.030. Proof of ownership for registration purposes. The
department shall require proof of ownership of the snowmobile before registering a
snowmobile under this chapter.

Sec. 28.39.040. Issuance of a certificate of registration and decals;
inspection of registration; expiration of registration, (a) Upon receipt of a
completed application for registration of a snowmobile, the department shall record the
registration of the snowmobile under a number assigned to the snowmobile by the
department. A number assigned to a snowmobile at the time of the original
registration must remain with the snowmobile until the snowmobile is destroyed,
abandoned, or permanently removed from the state or until the registration number is
changed or terminated by the department.

(b) The department may issue a registration without the payment of a fee if
the snowmob‘lle/?'g own*e(.j"by_e%/;\)olitical subdivision of the state”

(c) The department shall, upon assignment of a registration number, issue and
deliver to the owner a certificate of registration in a form prescribed by the
department. A certificate of registration is not valid unless it is signed by the person
who signed the application for registration.

(d) At the issuance of the original certificate of registration and upon biennial

CSHB 231( ) -2-
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STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO: CSHB 231(JUD)

1998 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date: 02/3/98 Dept. Affected: Administration

ANALYSIS CONTINUED:

This hill moves the registration requirement for snowechines fromTitle 5 to Title 28 and requires dealers to have purchases
complete applications prior to leaving the dealership with the snowmeachine. The hill also authorizes the dealers to act as agents
for DMV and issue the registrations and decals for snowmachines.

Snowmachines are currently required to be registered if they are operated on public land. There are 14,642 snowachines
registered but the estimates from dealers and snowmachine organizations indicate there are 70,000 snowmeachines in the state.
Not all of these machines will be registered under this hill even if the law requires it and the prinary reason is a lack of effective

enforcement.

For the purpaose of this fiscal note the following projection will be used:
FY99 FY00 FYO1 FY02 FY03 FYo4
10,000 10,000 20,000 20,000 30,000 30,000

The increase of 10,000 registrations every two years is based on the number of mechines estimated to be registered a year and
those that must renew the registration on a biennial basis. Mail-in renewal of registrations will increase 10,000 to 20,000 a year.
A Moator Vehicle Customer Service Representative Il will be required lo manage the contracts negotiated with the snoanobile
dealers; train the dealer personnel, audit the program and meintain thf, security of the foms and decals.

COST SUMMARY FY 99
PERSONAL SERVICES
1PFT MVCSR lll,Rage 14 $43.0

TRAVEL to train and audit dealer work $5.0

CONTRACTUAL

Forms and tabs $3.0
Computer Programming $15.0
EQUIPMENT

1 computer workstation -one time cost $10.0
(this includes PC, desk, chair, file cabinet)

TOTAL $76.5

REVENUE

It is estimated 10,000 registrations at $10 for the biennial period. Assuming even distribution with 10,000 in each year after the
startup, there will be an increase of revenue from registration fees.

FY99 FY0O0 FYO1 FY02 FY03 FYo4
$100.0 $100.0  $200.0 $200.0  $300.0 $300.0
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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 231(JUD) j
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTIETH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
BY THE HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVE MASEK
A BILL

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

"An Act relating to regulation of snowmobiles."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 28 is amended by adding a new chapter to read:
Chapter 39. Snowmobiles.

Sec. 28.39.010. Snowmobile registration. Except as provided in this section,
a person may not operate a snowmobile within the state unless the snowmobile has
been registered and numbered as required by this chapter. Registration under this
section is not required for a snowmobile owned by the United States.

Sec. 28.39.020. Authority of department; registration agents; registration
applications, (a) The department is authorized to assign identification numbers and
register snowmobiles.

(b) The department shall authorize agents, including snowmobile dealers, to
register snowmobiles. The department may authorize a snowmobile dealer authorized

as an agent for snowmobile registration to issue temporary and permanent registrations,

and to renew registrations.

-1- CSHB 231(JUD)
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(¢) A snowmobile dealer shall require a purchaser of a new or used
snowmobile sold at retail to complete a registration application and pay the registration
fee before the snowmobile leaves the dealer’s premises unless the snowmobile is
exempt from registration or a registration fee under this chapter.

(d) In a manner set out in this chapter and as may be prescribed by the
department, an authorized agent shall accept a registration application and registration
fee, issue a registration, and forward the application and registration fee to the
department.

(e) The original and each renewal registration fee for a snowmobile is as
provided under AS 28.10.421.

Sec. 28.39.030. Proof of ownership for registration purposes. The
department shall require proof of ownership of the snowmobile before registering a
snowmobile under this chapter.

Sec. 28.39.040. Issuance of a certificate of registration and decals;
inspection of registration; expiration of registration, (a) Upon receipt of a
completed application for registration of a snowmobile, the department shall record the
registration of the snowmobile under a number assigned to the snowmobile by the
department. A number assigned to a snowmobile atthe time of the original
registration must remain  with the snowmobile until the snowmobile is destroyed,
abandoned, or permanently removed from the state or until the registration number is
changed or terminated by the department.

(b) The department shall issue a registration without the payment of a fee if
the snowmobile is owned by a state agency, a political subdivision of the state, or
another state. The department may, upon request, issue a registration without the
payment of a fee if the snowmobile is owned by the United States.

(c) The department shall, unon assignment of a registration number, issue and
deliver to the owner a certificate of registration in aform prescribed by the
department. A certificate of registration is not valid unless it is signed by the person
who signed the application for registration.

(d) At the issuance of the original certificate of registration and upon biennial

renewal, the department shall issue to the registrant a validation decal indicating the

CSHB 231(JUD) -2-
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validity of the current registration and the expiration date. A validation decal must be
affixed to the snowmobile in the manner prescribed by the department. A snowmobile
is not validly registered under this chapter unless a validation decal and current

registration have been issued as required by this section.

(e) The department may refuse to register a snowmobile if the snowmobile

does not comply with the equipment requirements under AS 28.39.070.

(0 A snowmobile shall display the registration number assigned to it at all
times in the manner prescribed by the department.

() While operating a snowmobile that is required to be registered under this
chapter, a person shall have in possession or carry in the snowmobile a valid
registration. Upon demand by a peace officer authorized to enforce this chapter, a
person operating a snowmobile shall produce for inspection the certificate of
registration for the snowmobile and furnish to the peace officer any information
necessary for the identification of the snowmobile and its owner.

(h) A snowmobile owner holding a certificate of registration shall notify the
department in writing of a change of residence within 15 days after the change occurs.

() A snowmobile registration expires at the end of the second season for
which it is issued. An application for renewal of registration for the succeeding years
must be made at a time and in a form prescribed by the department.

(i) The department may issue a replacement certificate of registration if the
owner demonstrates to the department that the original certificate has been lost,
mutilated, or destroyed.

Sec. 28.39.050. Termination of ownership; used snowmobiles held for
resale; termination of use. (a) If there is a change of ownership of a snowmobile,
the seller and buyer shall fill out the transfer of ownership section of the registration,
and the seller shall sign over the registration to the new owner. The seller shall
promptly submit the transfer of ownership section to the department, and the
department shall issue a new certificate of registration to the new owner.

(b) This chapter does not require a snowmobile dealer to renew the registration
of a used snowmobile held solely for purposes of resale until the snowmobile is resold.

(c) An owner of a snowmobile registered under this chapter shall notify the

-3 CSHB 231(JUD)
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To: Representative Joe Green
Chair, House Judiciary Committee

F-rom: Glenda Smith
Legislative Chair
Mat-Su Motor Mushers

Re: HB231
Date: April 18. 1997
We have reviewed HB231 and have the following comments:

1) Division referring to Department of Natural Resources. We would respectfu'ly request registration
remain with DMV One reason we have bheen trying to obtain point of sale registration isto attempt mail-in
re-registrations. Mail-in is not addressed as a method of renewal that we can find. Please let us know if we

missed this.
2) Section 05.30 060 The division (being DNR in this bid) shall adopt:

1) Regulations for registration of snowmobiles and display of registration aumbers.

2) in cooperation with appropriate federal agencies, uniform maps and signs to control, direct, or
regulate the operation of snowmobiles;

3) regulations for the use of snowmobiles, consistent with the provisions of this chapter.

What is the intent of this added article 2 to section 05.30? This appears to be a clear attempt on the part of
the division of DNR to have Alaska Statute regulatory power over where snowmobiles can be used We
feel this is not in the best interest o ftho recreational snowmobile public nor the tourists who visit our state
in pursuit ofrecreational snowmobiling.

MSMM would not be opposed to regulations for the display of registration numbers. Most new machines
have an area available on the front of the machine that isjust the correct size for these stickers and is easily

seen.

Thank you, in advance, for considering our comments regarding snowmobile registration.

cc: Honorable Beverly Masek
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Registration of machines is being considered as one way to increase responsible riding.

Snowmachiners study registration

By CASEY RESSLEB

Frontiersman reporter

A snowmachine trail running from An-
chorage to Fairbanks could become a real-
ity if the state adopts legislation forcing
snowmachiners to pay to register their ve-
hicles.

The trail, maintenance of existing trails
and safety are primary reasons why
many snowmachiners are hoping the leg-
islation is adopted and the registration
fees go into effect.

"We all would like to see the trail be
put in to give us a place to ride, and the
registration money would give the state
some funding to go through with that
project,” said Steve Turney, Palmer resi-
dent and president of the Petersville
Snowmobile Club. "The safety issue is
also one that is very important for peo-
ple to consider in this matter."

Turney said that the registration will
force snowmachiners to ride safely and re-
sponsibly because they will be easily
identified by registration numbers on the
snowmachines. If someone is acting irre-
sponsibly, the registration can be traced to
t. e rider.

"When someone is drunk and tearing
up property, it makes all snowmachiners
look bad,” Turney said. "With the regis-
tration, law enforcement agencies will
be able to tell who the rider is and take
action against them."

Turney is hoping by requiring opera-
tors to pay for registration, the state will
in turn give 3 percentage of the income

back to the snowmobile clubs and agen-
des to provide more maintained riding

areas.
"By giving money back, the state can

reality,” Smith said. "It would give An-
chorage residents a chance to utilize their
own state without any hassles."

The registration would be collected by

provide a winter tourism outlet that wi|(grdealers across the state, who would in

benefit people all over the Interior," Tur-

Fatiesnanflledtdo
Users are encouraged to ride safety.

ney said. "The registration could provide
major money to a lot of people and give
people a chance to take part in one of the
largest family sports in Alaska."

Glenda Smith, a former president of the
Alaska State Snowmobile Association and
avid Wasilla snowmachiner, said the en-
tire state will prosper from the deal.

"We have been working on this for
years now, and it could finally become a

turn be compensated $1 per registration
collected.

Alaska State Parks or the Department of
Motor Vehicles would be the actual agen-
des handling the registratioas and assign-
ing numbers, but that has not been deter-
mined yet.

Renewals would be handled via mail.

Registration numbers would be as-
signed to a snowmachine, and the num-
ber assigned would remain with the vehi-
de until the vehicle was destroyed or per-
manently out of the state.

Custom numbering is an option that is
being discussed to allow snowmachiners
to keep the designs of their sleds unique
and artistic.

However, registration would not be re-
quired for snowmachines owned by the
government or a government agency or
those that are used strictly on private
property for private and non-commercial
purposes.

Jana Littlewood, president of ASSA,
said that the proposal is only in draft form
and that her organization expects a lot of
feedback.

"We really want to hear about what
people think about it before any action is
taken," Littlewood said. "We are real ex-
cited about the registration legislation,
but we want to make sure it works for
everyone."



ASSA works on point of
sale registration legislation

The Alaska State Snowmobile As-
sociation will be putting a lot of time
and energy into point of sale registra-
tion legislation during this legislative
session. Registration of snowmobiles
is important to Alaska as the number
ofregistered snowmobiles equates to
money that will become available
through the National Trails Fund for
trail construction, trail heads, trail sign-
ing, grooming equipment, etc.

The following is a draft copy of that
legislation.

CHAPTER 30. Snow Vohioles
Article 1. Registration

Sec. 05.30.010 Snowmobile regis-
tration - fees - applications - require-
ments - penalties - exemptions.

(1) (@) Except as provided in sub-

section (5) of this section, no person
shall operate any snowmobile within
the state unless such snowmobile has
been registered and numbered inac-
cordance with the provisions of this
article. The division, or Its designee,
is authorized to assign identification
numbers and register snowmobiles.

a commission of up to one dollar, as
authorized by the division, for each
registration issued.

(© For a! or any part of 3 year

beginning October 1and enoing Sep-
tember 30, the original and each re-
» newal registration fee by an owner
shall be as specified pursuant to AS
28.10.421. - .

(2 (a) Everydealershall require a

purchaserofaneworused snowmo-
bile sold at .retail frog), the
inventorytckcomplefea rdplrpoft
application: and paf-the registration
fee bfeforethe snow/nobile leaves the
dealer's premises, except for those
snowmobiles purchased for use ex-
clusively outside ofthis state orthose
otherwise exempt from this registra-
tion requirement.

(3) (a) Deaterand manufacturer reg-
istrations shall be distinguished by
appropriate means by Ihedivisionfrom
the registration required for owners
other than dealers and manufactur-
ers.

(4) Aregistration certificate shall be
issued without the payment of a fee

(b)  The division shall employ snow- forsnowmobiles owned by the state of

mobile agents, including dealers and
licensing agents serving as such for
the division of parks, for snowmobile
registration pursuanttothejirovisions
ofthissection. Suchagents shall take
the registration application and issue
atemporary registration and shall for-
ward the application to the division,
whioh shall issue tho registration.
Snowmobile dealers employed as li-
censing agents forsnowmablte regis-
tration may be authorized to issue
renewal registrations andshall retain

ml... , i ] Lo
»e «<i«-» cVa-rc sSNnwil/lOBItEASSOCIATION

Alaska ora palitical subdivisionthereof
upon application therefore.

(5) No registration under this sec-
tion Isrequired forthe following snow-
mobiles:

(@  Snowmobiles owned by any
agency of the United States, another

stnto, or a political subdivision of ci-

ther,when such ownership is clearly ¢
displayed on the machine;

(contfatvsdonpage 14)



(con6nu«t frtm pago 1)
private property foFprivste, noncom-
mercial purposes; ¢

(©) Snowmobiles used onlyin sanc-
tioned snowmobile races, Including
any racing snowmobile brought Into
the state which ie exempt fromregis-
tration in the state where the owner of
said snowmobile resides.

(d) Snowmobiles.used exclusively
in communities exempt from motor
vehicle, registration pursuant to AS
28.t0.Q11.

(6) Altregistrations shall expire at

the end of the second season for
whichissued. Applicationfor renewal
of registrationforths succeeding years
shall bemadeatsuch timeand insuch
mannerasthedrvisiionshallprescribe,.

Sec. 05.30.020 Proof of ownership
for registration purposes. (1) The
division shall require preof of owrter-
shtp for snowmobiles prior to the reg-
istration of a snowmobile under this
article.

Sec. 05.30.030 Issuance of regis-
tration,

(1) fa) Upon receipt of a sufficient

application for registration of a snowr
mobile, as required by this section,

thediwsions&alfenterupon ltsrecords
the. registration ofsuch vehiclesnder
the distinctive number assigned to It
pursuant to this section.

(b) A number assigned to a snow-
mobile at the time ofits original regis-
tration shalf remain with the snowmo-
bile until the machine Is destroyed,
abandoned, or permanently removed
from the state or urtil such registra-
tionnumberis changed or terminated
by the division.

(2) The division shall, upon assign-
ment of such number, issue and de-
lliverto the owner a registration|In such
formas Ihe division shall prescribe. A
registratin, i shall not be valid unless it
Is signed by the person who signed
the application for registration. Inthe
event of the loss, mutilation’, or de-
struction of any registration, the owner
of the registered snowmobile mayfile
such statement and proof of such
facts as Ihe division shall require for
the Issuance of a replacement regis-
tration.

(3) (@) At the time of the original
registration and at the time of each
biennial renewal thereof, the division
shall I6sue to said registrant a valida-
tiondecal indicating the validity of the
current registration and the expiration



data. Jtvereofi. to a snowmobile or

shaU£e'afflxwjtnH jm
suchmanner*th”~1™ira”gSsp; ¢cS™bdj*wmera”~to shaHbef
scribe. viT o o if ->i attaii™NG(™:or otofcwlsa displayed on

. . . o nizedrepectet event may be tempp-
sideredas validlyregisteredvitftan(he  5in grptoyedtortoe duration of the

rManing”ttTis.sec Huntesiavali- + (500 w  mw
dation decal and cutset registration ’
hHve been Issued. "N * (6) Every person, white operatinga

_snowrndblle.in-tois state which 13 re-

(4)  Intoeeventthata snowmobile qytrodto be registered under this ar-
sought to be registered or reregis-  {jdle, shall have In his possession or
tereddoes nrtcomipyWihtoe provi- - _ oy invtoe snowmobile the ragistra-
sions respecting equipment restall . 1o therefor and shail, upon demand
ffahed by section 0S.30.07Q. thadivi- ¢ 4y peace officer authorized to
sion may deny toe feSoanoSofa vali-  enforce this article, produce for In-
dation decal and current registration. spection the,, registration for such
(5)  The registration number as- Showmobllerehd furnish to such offi-
signed to a snowmobile Shall be dte-;  Cerany information necessary for toe
played on toe vehjgte atraljitpmes Ini>'J ongfsuch snowmobileand
suchmanner as to&Mstofthray pre- *

scribe.  No number dtoar.than the mfarttooedonmetf peg)
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7 It is the duty of every Bwner teendays thereafter, and, Inthe event

holding a regtetralion to notify the
division, in writing. of any change of
residence of such person within fif-
teen days after such change occurs
and to Inscribe on the registration, in
the place provided, a record of such
change of residence.

Sec. 05.30.040 Transfer or other
termination of ownership.

(1) When the use of a snowmobile
for which a registration has already
beenissued is permanently discontin-
ued, the old registration shall be prop-
erly filled out. signed and returned to
the division within fifteen days after
discontinuance.

(2) (@) Ifthere is a change of own-
ership of a snowmobile for which a
registration has beenissued, the seller
shall properly fill out the registration
“transfer of ownership™ section and
sign over the registration to the new
owner who shall apply for a new reg-
istration from the division.

(b) Inthe event that such snowmo-

bile was purchased through a bona
fide dealer, sr j application must be
accompanied by a dealer's form, as
prescribed bythe division, numbered,
completed, and signed by the dealer
or his agent and by the new owner.

(3) ltis the duty of every owner of a
snowmobile registered pursuanttothe
provisions of this article to notify the
division, inwriting, of the destruction,
thrft, or permanent removal of such
snowmobile .foam-the witftin. tif-

ofdastnjctton or Ihefi. he shall surren-
der the registration with such notice.

Sec. 05.30.050 Rules and regula-
tions authorized.

(1) The division shall adopt rules
and regulations for the following pur-
poses:

€)) Registration of snowmobiles
and display of registration numbers;

(b) Formulation, In cooperationwith

.appropriate federal agencies, of regu-

lations for unifo mmapG and signs for
use by the state, counties, cities, city
and counties, and towns to control,
direci, or regulate the operation and
use of snowmobiles;

(c) Formulation of other regulations
concerning the use of snowmobiles,
but not in any way inconsistent with
the provisions of this article.

Article 2. Regulation and Equipment

Sec. 05.30.060 Regulation by po-
litical subdivision A city of any class,
or an organized borough in the area
outsidecities, may. byordinance, regu-
late the use and operation of snow
vehicles on public lands, waters, and
property under Itsjurisdiction and on
streets and highways within Its bound-
aries if such regulation isnotinconsls-
toetwfth the provisions of this Chapter
and the rules and regulations promul-
gated pursuant thereto.

" Sec. 05.30.070 Required equip-



(1) Asnawvehicle! while opeeating,
mustwmtainffeWwmg equipment

(@) At least one lighted head lamp
and. one lighted tail lamp, each of a
minimum candlepower to reveal per-
sons and objects at a distance of at
least 100 feet ahead during hours of
daricness under normal atmospheric
conditions;

(b) Brakes adequate to control the
movement of an to stop and to hold
the vehicle undar normal conditions of
operation.

(©) A muffler which emits a noise
level no higher than the maximum
decibel level standards prescribed by
the manufacturer of the machine,
which shall be applicable Inall cases,
except for snowmobiles being oper-
ated inorganizedraces or similarcont
petitive events held on private lands
with the permission of the owner, les-
see, or custodian ofthe land, on public
lands and waters under the jurisdic-
tion ofthe divisionwith its permission,
or on other public lands with the con-
sent of the public agency Owning the

(and.
v, V
Articled i:Oeneral Provisions

Sec. 05.30.080 Definitions. As used
in this article, unless the context oth-
ennise requires:

@)

Parks and.Outdoor Recreation.

(2) ‘Dealer" means a person en-
gaged inthebusiness of selling snow-
mobiles at wholesale or retail in this
state.

(3) “Operate’ means toride inoron
and control the operation of a snow-
mobile.

(4) ‘“Operator" means every person
who operates or Is in actual physical
control of a snowmobile.

(5) "Owner" means a person, other
than a lienholder, having title to a
snowmobile and entitled to the use or
possession thereof.

(6) “Person’' means any individual,
association, partnership, or public or

(continued on pogo 16

“Division* is the Division of
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By BARBARA CARTON
Th* Wall Str**« Journal

Itmay be zero outside, but Booacki's Boat
House in remote MtrKKXjun, WLs, » jammed
with snowmobilers ordering the $11.95
prune rib and hoisting Polish Delight* (hot
chocolate ar.d peppermint schnapps). Soys
owner Lorry Boucki, gleefully, "it’s nothing
to have 100 snowmdbDe* in the parking lot.”

C Oom

e b ack fue

Snowmobiling, nearly killed by high
prices of machines and noise complaints a
decade ago, is roariiig hack and breathing
new life into areas ot the Northern United
States that were formerly depreared — and
depressing — in the wintertime.1l

U.S. snowmobile sales tripled to $905,2
million last year from $300 million in 1990,
and analysts believe sales are likely to grew

ls w

inter b usiness:s

by up to 10 percent a year for the new few
years. Including (ales of accessories Like
special insulated suits and boots, suowmobll-
ing fuels a $4 billkun”~-year market accord-
mg to the American Council of Snowmobile
Associations Inc., a trade group

Partly responsible for the comeback To

STEW _A _R T_.
Hope is in sight

L Continued from PaQ”jp_"J_ )

held to keep tlie pressure up and
the oil flowing.

A (tudy of the field last month
estim ated production — recently
at about 2,400 b.-.rrels a day -- will
decline 55 percent a year if the in-
jection wellisn’t drilled That could
lead to the field shutting down with-
in 18 month*, according to ttie reor-
ganization plan.

Even with the

injection well,
there’s no guarantee, the plan
warns. Production ooukl inensose,

or it could continue to decline.

Nor is there any guarantee tne
plan will be accepted by oil purties
to the bankruptcy and by federal
Bankruptcy Judge
McDonald kithe form filed Friday”

Still, tho people who pu*15
er said they believe continuing in
produce ott from West McAnJmr is
the beat hope for everybody
volved. If Stewart Petroleum Ib sold
m pieces, the plan warns, it« *ar
less Ilkdy to bring inenough money
to pay off creditors and give
vestors a return on their money

"The company believes (hot this
Joint plan is a very big step in the
right direction,” hjjlU said

in-

in-

Please see Page G4, SNOWVOOLt.ES

SNOWMOBILES: Winter tourism booms

j— - Continued hom Pape C |

day’s sleek machines are quieter, more sta
hie and more com fortable, with amenities

like heated handlebars pnd floorboards
Tliey zip along at up to 65 mph and break
down far less often, making it possible to

lake weeklong trips over a vastly expanded
network of trails It Isnow possible to travel
from Maine to W ashington state via snow -
mobile trails In some states, the miles of
groomed trail - 15,000 in Minnesota — ex-
ceed the number of miles of state highway

Snowmobiles are cutting their widest
swath in the upper Midwest, where Min
nesota, Michigan and W isconsin together

have more than 630,000 snowmobiles regis-
tered, or about half the national total. There,
restaurants and hotels that one served
mainly summertime hikers and fishers ore
open year-round, and new ones ore spring-
ing up- Summer fishing cabins are being
winterized as snowmobile base camps.
W hen Terry Roy, 57, moved to Big Sandy
I*ke incentral Minnesota several ycAraago,
few homes were winterized. Now, he says,
almostall are. And every Friday night, truf
fic streams in from Minneapolis and Duluth.

Snowmobile tourists have broughtundeni-
able economic benefits to these state*, where
there once wasnt much to do Airing winter
but snowshoe and ice-fish. The average
croM -country skier spends $45 to $55 a day,
whlliO snowmobiler* spend three time* that,
one irtudy try several Minnesota towns found

Snowmobilers travel in bigger group* than
skicia and (end to uUiy one to three days
longer, creating e midweek Ikitel business
'n Minnesota, home of two big snowmo-
bile manufacturers

Arctic lL’at Inc and
Polaris Industries Inc - the sport has am
aiuvijal economic impact of $304 million,

stale officials say That includes $16 million

in tounst spending by non-Minnesotans,
and $280 million in sales of snowmobiles
made In the state The nearly 6,000 people

who work at snowmobile
home $75 million in wages.

Snowmobiler* are heavily blue-collar, with
interests that run toward Popular Mechanics
and Motor Trend magazines, demographic
studies show But they spend on average of
$5.4iJOper new snowmobile, plus $1,000 on ac-
cct.sones like $70 leather gloves, $200 D arth
Vaderlike helmets or even $199.95 gold
pinkie rings embossed with "Arctic Cat.” a
snowmobile brand Some families atso boy
$1,200 Kitty Cat snowmobile* for children
ages four to nine, which go about eight miles
per hour and even enter kids in Kitty Cat
races. Traders for hauling the machines can
cost $5,000

Butcroau-country skiei-s slipping through
the woods in search of fresh air and wildlife
are often dismayed to find snowmobilers
thundering by in neon outfits Utme green it
big this year). Nature lovers also complain
that snowmobiles tear up the earth, and
snowmobilers wlio ride drunk have caused
ucudoqjs, prompting new safety law*. <

meker6 bring



Willow Trails Committee

P.O. Box 1175 Willow, AK 99688-1175
Tele/Fax 1-907-495-6688
Email canoeak@ alaska.net

Alaska State Legislature

House of Representatives

Attn: Representative Beverly Masek
State Capital

Room 432

Juneau, Ak 99801-1182

Dear Representative Masek:

Thank you for your recent letter of support for the new Willow Trail System. This
committee has gone forward with our request to D.O.T. for the Parks Highway underpass,
grant applications, and other steps to get the basic trail system in place.

Considering the need to obtain additional funding for recreation trails throughout
this state, our committee fully supports your bill which would create point of sale
registration for snowmobiles.

We would be interested in learning what mechanisms will be provided to ensure
that funds generated by this registration program will be allocated back into recreation
trail systems.

This committee will be tracking the movement of this important bill through the
legislative process and applaud your efforts in supporting a very important recreation
industry in Alaska.

Please let us know ifthere is further action we can take to help in promoting your
timely bill. In the interim, we will post information on our trails bulletin board as a
Legislative Alert.

Sincerely,


mailto:canoeak@alaska.net

02/04/1997 20:14 9073730452

TRANSCRIPTION NORTH PAGE

It appears most ofthe trail grooming is done with money given back to the state
associations (sometimes through DNR and sometimes through Fish and Wildlife) and then

oack to clubs, or is raised by the state associations.

State Miles
lowa 5,000
Maine 11,000

Michigan 5400

Massachusetts 1,000

Minnesota 15,000+

Montana 3700

New Hampshire 6000

New York 15,000

North Dakota 1350

Ohio 146 miles

Oregon 6200

Pennsylvania 3000

South Dakota 580

Money from

$270,000 from clubs, sponsors, and registration
$790,000 from gas tax and registration
$4,000,000 - doesn’t say where from

Dept ofEnvironmental Affairs, doesn’t say amount

Snowmobile registration money
3/4 of 1% of gas tax
$3.5 million through DNR

Dept of Fish and Wildlife
$664,000 decal fee per machine

Registration money

State grant-in-aid

$1,061,690

Registration fees, $10.00 in state, $20.00 out

$17.00 of registration fee per machine
gas tax refund based on 30 gal per registered sled

DNR
Registration fees

Gas tax refund
Registration fees

Registration fees
Gas tax refund

License fee
3% sales tax on machine sales

16
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Utah

Vermont

Washington

W isconsin

Wyoming

9073730452

850

3017

25,000

1500

TRANSCRIPTION NORTH PAGE

Registration fee
Gas tax refund

85% of registration fees
3/4 of 1% ofgas tax back to state association

tlirough DNR

License fee from snowmaciiines
Percentage of gas tax money
$943,842 5 to state association

Registration fees
Off road gas tax money refund
$5.5 million dollars

Snowmachine registration money
Volunteer trail sticker purchase
$236,668

1
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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 231( )
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTIETH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsors): REPRESENTATIVE MASEK

A BILL
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

"An Act relating to regulation of snowmobiles."”

WORK DRAFT

0-LS0501\F
Ford
5/5/97

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 28 is amended by adding a new chapter to read:

Chapter 39. Snowmobiles.

Sec. 28.39.010. Snowmobile registration, (a) Except as provided in (b) of

this section, a person may not operate a snowmobile within the state unless the

snowmobile has been registered and numbered as required by this chapter.

(b) Registration under this section is not required for a snowmobile

(1) owned by an agency of the state, the United States, or another state;

or

(2) exempt from motor vehicle registration under AS 28.10.011.

Sec. 28.39.020. Authority of department; registration agents; registration

applications, (a) The department is authorized to assign identification numbers and

register snowmobiles.

(b) The department shall authorize agents, including snowmobile dealers, to

-1-
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register snowmobiles. The department may authorize a snowmobile dealer authorized
as an agent for snowmobile registration to issue temporary and permanent registrations,
and to renew registrations.

(c) A snowmobile dealer shall require a purchaser of a new or used
snowmobile sold at retail to complete a registration application and pay the registration
fee before the snowmobile leaves the dealer’s premises unless the snowmobile is
exempt from registration under this chapter.

(d) In a manner set out in this chapter and as may be prescribed by the
department, an authorized agent shall accept a registration application and registration
fee, issue a registration, and forward the application and registration fee to the
department.

(e) The original and each renewal registration fee for a snowmobile is as
provided under AS 28.10.421.

Sec. 28.39.030. Proof of ownership for registration purposes. The
department shall require proof of ownership of the snowmobile before registering a
snowmobile under this chapter.

Sec. 28.39.040. Issuance of a certificate of registration and decals;
inspection of registration; expiration of registration, (a) Upon receipt of a
completed application for registration of a snowmobile, the department shall record the
registration of the snowmobile under a number assigned to the snowmobile by the
department. A number assigned to a snowmobile at the time of the original
registration must remain with the snowmobile until the snowmobile is destroyed,
abandoned, or permanently removed from the state or until the registration number is
changed or terminated by the department.

(b) The department may issue a registration without the payment of a fee if
the snowmobile is owned by a political subdivision of the state.

(c) The department shall, upon assignment of a registration number, issue and
deliver to the owner a certificate of registration in a form prescribed by the
department. A certificate of registration is not valid unless it is signed by the person
who signed the application for registration.

(d) At the issuance of the original certificate of registration and upon biennial

CSHB 231( ) 2.
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renewal, the department shall issue to the registrant a validation decal indicating the
validity of the current registration and the expiration date. A validation decal must be
affixed to the snowmobile in the manner prescribed by the department. A snowmobile
is not validly registered under this chapter unless a validation decal and current

registration have been issued as required by this section.

(e) The department may refuse to register a snowmobile if the snowmobile

does not comply with the equipment requirements under AS 28.39.070.

(0 A snowmobile shall display the registration number assigned to it at all
times in the manner prescribed by the department.

(9) While operating a snowmobile that is required to be registered under this
chapter, a person shall have in possession or carry in the snowmobile a valid
registration. Upon demand by a peace officer authorized to enforce this chapter, a
person operating a snowmobile shall produce for inspection the certificate of
registration for the snowmobile and furnish to the peace officer any information
necessary for the identification of the snowmobile and its owner.

(h) A snowmobile owner holding a certificate of registration shall notify the
department in writing of a change of residence within 15 days after the change occurs.

(i) A snowmobile registration expires at the end of the second season for
which it is issued. An application for renewal of registration for the succeeding years
must be made at a time and in a form prescribed by the department.

()) The department may issue a replacement certificate of registration if the
owner demonstrates to the department that the original certificate has been lost,
mutilated, or destroyed.

Sec. 28.39.050. Termination of ownership; used snowmobiles held for
resale; termination of use. (a) If there is a change of ownership of a snowmobile,
the seller and buyer shall fill out the transfer of ownership section of the registration,
and the seller shall sign over the registration to the new owner. The seller shall
promptly submit the transfer of ownership section to the department, and the

department shall issue a new certificate of registration to the new owner.

(b) This chapter does not require a snowmobile dealer to renew the registration

of a used snowmobile held solely for purposes of resale until the snowmobile is resold.

-3- CSHB231( )
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(©) An owner of a snowmobile registered under this chapter shall notify the
department in writing of the termination of use, destruction, or permanent removal of
the snowmobile from the state within 15 days after the termination of use, destruction,
or removal.

Sec. 28.39.060. Regulations authorized. The commissioner shall adopt
regulations governing the registration of snowmobiles and display of registration
numbers on snowmobiles as may be necessary to carry out this chapter.

Sec. 28.39.070. Equipment required, (a) A snowmobile must contain the
following equipment:

(1) brakes adequate to control the movement of and to stop and to hold
the vehicle under normal conditions of operation;

(2) at least one automatically illuminating head lamp that is aimed ar.d
is of sufficient intensity to reveal persons and objects at a distance of at least 100 feet
ahead during hours of darkness under normal atmospheric conditions and one
automatically illuminated tail light;

(3) a throttle that, when released by the hand, will return the engine
speed to idle;

(4) an exhaust muffler that emits a noise level not higher than the
maximum decibel level prescribed by the manufacturer for the snowmobile.

(b) The provisions of (a)(4) of this section do not apply to a snowmaobile while
the snowmobile is operated in a racing event permitted under AS 05.90.001.

Sec. 28.39.080. Reporting of accidents. The operator of a snowmobile
involved in an accident resulting in injury to or death of a person, or property damage
other than to the operator’s snowmobile, the estimated amount of which is $500 or
more, shall immediately, by the quickest means of communication, give notice of the
accident to the nearest state trooper or municipal police officer.

Sec. 28.39.250. Definitions. In this chapter,

(1) "commissioner" means the commissioner of administration;

(2) “"dealer" means a person engaged in the business of selling
snowmobiles predominantly for purposes other than resale;

(3) "department" means the Department of Administration;

CSHB 231( ) 4.
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(4) "operate"” means to ride in or on and control the operation of a
snowmobile;

(5) "operator" means a person who operates or is in actual physical
control of a snowmobile;

(6) "owner" means a person, other than a lienholder, having title to a
snowmobile and who is ent:dcd to the use or possession of the snowmobile;

(7) "possession" means physical custody of a snowmobile by an owner
of a snowmobile or by an owner of a motor vehicle or trailer on or in which a
snowmobile is placed for the purpose of transport;

(8) "retail" means the sale of a snowmobile for any purpose other than
resale;

(9) "season"™ means one calendar year beginning October 1 and ending
September 30;

(10) "snowmobile" means a self-propelled vehicle primarily designed
or altered for travel on snow or ice when supported in part by skis, belts, or cleats;
"snowmobile" does not include machinery used strictly for the grooming of
snowmobile trails or ski slopes.

* Sec. 2. AS 05.30 is repealed.

-5- CSHB231( )
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FROM : FAX PHONE HO. : 907 883 3084 P01

April 30, 1997

Tok. Alaska 99780
Phono (907) 803*5877
(800) 478*5878 in Alaska

Fox (907) 803-5078

Chairmanf Representative Joe Green
Judiciary Committee

State of Alaska Ref; House Hill # 231
Snowmobile Registration

Sir,
With one recommended change in the proposed House Hill, you will

have my full support for passage.

The problem 1 have with the bill as proposed is that it be administered
by the "Department of Natural Resources " (Parks and Recreation),

The responsibility far such a registration requirement justly belongs
with the Department of Motor Vehicles, which already has the
machinery in place and the experience necessary for the mo3t

efficient administration.

To place the Department of Natural Resources in charge of
enforcement cun be likened to placing the Fox in charge of the
Chicken house. Parks and Recreation under the direction of Mr.
Jim Stratton has shown a very strong indication of being overly
protective of the natural habitat by closing Byers lake to

motorized traffic - in other words made Byers Lake a quiet lake
without (a3 1 understand) holding hearings etc..
Again, if HB# 231 places responsibility with the Dept

of Motor Vehicles, then | encourage you to seek passage.

Snowmobile registration will help bring lu the state large
amounts of funding for trails of all kinds from the Federal
Government fuel taxes which will help to increase WINTER TOURISM.



04/30/1997 07:58 9073730452 TRANSCRIPTION NORTH PAGE 01
To: House Judiciary Committee
From: Glenda Smith

Legislative Chair
Re: HB231
Date: April 30, 1997
After much deliberation ofthis bill we would make the following recommendations:

1 Page 4, Lines 18 through 21, Section 5, We would request this amended new section be deleted.
We do not feel it is in the best interest of snowmachiners in our state or potential winter tourism for DNR
to have regulatory authority over riding areas for snowmachines inasmuch as their previously expressed
opinion would be to regulate this riding to corridors only in designated areas and no riding at all in many
areas which have historic use for this purpose.

2. Page 4, Lines 22 through 27, Section 6. We would request deletion of this with either return to
present statute or to state authority in order to work toward a goal of statewide trail systems for those

recreationists who wish to use a trail system and for tourists.

3. Page 5, Section 9, Definitions. Request change of 02, “division” from Department of Natural
Resources to Department of Motor Vehicles in the Department of Administration. The purpose of our
work toward a better registration bill was to promote easier registration of snowmachines. DMV has done
a good job in the past; however, we would like to see an expansion of the methods by which machines can
be registered, i.e. mail-in renewals and point-of-sale as Symms money for our state is in direct proportion
to the number of registered machines. By making it easier to comply and providing mail-in reminders more
snowmachines will be in compliance with the registration law which has been on the books since 1975.

Thank you for these considerations.
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Date: April 16,1997
To: Representative Jpe~Sreen, Chair

House Judiciary Committee
From: Rep. BevejiyHVrasek

Re: HB 231 "An Actrelating lo snowmachine registration."

| would appreciate it if House Judiciary would hear ITB 231. This is an important piece of
legislation developed in conjunction with the various snowmachine groups from around
Alaska. It provides the initial step necessary to provide for a practicable way for Alaskans to
register their snowmachines, and it will provide important information allowing Alaska lo
obtain existing funds for trail development and maintenance.

The initial step taken by MB 231 will lay the groundwork for the development of a more
comprehensive program at a later date that will give Alaska the opportunity to raise the
necessary funding to have a good trail system. The developmentand maintenance of trail
infrastructures throughout Alaska will assist in the promotion of this facet ol winter tourism.
This type of tourism is doing very well in other northern and western slates and Alaska's
winter conditions lend il to bo being a first class destination.

lexpect this legislation will need a good airing with the public and we will need to work on
making sure we develop a good program for Alaska. lam asking that we start on thatellorl

at this time.

Thank you for your time and consideration on my request.



