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STATE OF ALASKA
1997 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

B IL L  NO. SBI00

Revision D a t e : ________________________________________________

Title: An Act relating to grant authority for services
to developmentaJly disabled children & their families__________

Sponsor: Senate HESS by Request_____________________
Requestor: Senate HESS

Dept. A ffected: Health and Social Services 
BRU: State Health Services

Component: Infant Learning Program Grants 
COMPONENT SERIAL NO. ______________

See also (S N # ):________________

Expend itu res /R evenues: (Thousands of Dollars)
O P E R A TIN G F Y 9 8 F Y 9 9  | FYOO F Y 01 F Y 0 2 F Y 0 3

PERSONAL SERVICES

TRAVE..
CONTRACTUAL

SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRUCTURES

GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

1

TOTAL OPERATING 0 .0 0 .0  I 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGES IN REVENUES

F U N D  S O U R C E (Thousands of Dollarsl
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF M atch
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/'Mental Health 
Other fplease specify)

I I
I I
I I t

.............................. I I
I

I I ;

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 I 0 .0  1 0 .0 0.0 0.0

P O S IT IO N S :
FULL-TIME
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TEMPORARY

1 1 1
1 1 1
1 1 r

Estimate o f any current year (FY97) cost: $ 0 .0
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Alaska State Legislature

Senator Lyda Green 
Senator Jerry Ward 
Senator Johnny Ellis

Senator Gary Wilkcn, Chairman 
Senator Loren Leman, Vice Chairman

State Capitol 
Room 510 

Juneau, Alaska 99801 
(907) 465-3762

Senate Com mittee on 
Health, Education and Social Services

SEN A TE HESS CO M M ITTEE SPO N SO R  STATEM ENT 

SB 100 -  D ev e lo p m en ta lly  D isab led  C hildren /G rants

Senate Bill 100 will allow  the D epartm ent of Health and Social Services 
(DHSS) to award grants under the Infant Learning Program (ILP). The ILP 
g ran ts  provide hom e-based therapy and education services to infants birth  
th ro u g h  2 years of age w ho have m oderate to severe mental or physical 
handicaps. The capacity for developm ent is at its maximum during  an 
infant's first years, thus early identification of developmental delays is critical.

DHSS has prov ided  grants to p roviders of services for developm entally  
delayed  or disabled infants since FY 77. The Department of Law recently 
d e te rm in ed  that DHSS does no t have explicit, statutory grant-m aking  
authority . Passage of this legislation will provide that authority and allow the 
DHSS to continue this grant program  as it has operated in the past.

The G overnor’s Council on Disabilities and Special Education strongly  
supports passage of SB 100.

SPONSOR STATEMENT



- SB 100 - GRANT AUTHORITY FOR SERVICES FOR DEVELOPMENTALLY
DISABLED CHILDREN AND THEIR FAMILIES
The Infant Learning Program  is funded through two com ponents in the budget.

•  The Infant Learning Program  (ILP) com ponent contains S868.6 in State General Funds and 
$3603.3  in General Fund M ental Health Trust, all funds are budgeted in the grant line in the 
ILP com ponent.

•  $1658.2  in U.S. D epartm ent o f  Education federal funds are budgeted in the M aternal Child 
H ealth  com ponent. 85% o f  w hich are in the grant and contract lines, 5% goes to the federally 
requ ired  Interagency C oordinating Council (G overnor’s Council on D isabilities and Special 
E ducation) the rem aining 10 %  are used adm inister the grants, contracts, and other direct 
services.

The In fan t Learning Program has been funded by the A laska legislature since FY77 and has been
in con tinuous operation in A laska for 20 years.

Provided by the Department o f  Health and Social Services

BACKGROUND INFORMATION



ADMINISTRATION COMMENTS - SB 100 - GRANT AUTHORITY FOR SERVICES
FOR DEVELOPMENTALLY DISABLED CHILDREN AND THEIR FAMILIES
The adm inistration  supports Senate Bill 100.

R easo n s  fo r  S u p p o rt

SB 100 is needed because the D epartm ent o f  H ealth and Social Services has drafted revised 
regula tions w hich will bring the infant learning program  into com pliance with federal law 
(Individuals w ith Disabilities Education Act). The revised regulations cannot be review ed by the 
D epartm ent o f  L aw  until grant authority  is listed in the statute:

1. SB 100 will provide grant authority in the authorizing statu te for services to 
developm entally  delayed or disabled children and their families and directs the departm ent to put 
grant au tho rity  language in the regulations necessary to im plem ent those services.

2. The legislature provides funds for the Infant Learning Program  in the grants line. SB 100 
will m ake the  authorizing statue consistent with this legislative intent and wiil ailow the 
d epartm en t to  move forward w ith revising regulations for this program.

3. T he D epartm ent o f  L aw  has requested that this ch a rg e  be made to the statute to  clarify 
the language fo r grant authority.

4. T here  is no fiscal impact related to this bill.

A d m in is tra t io n  Efforts C u rre n tly  U n d erw ay  To A ddress fssues in SB 100

1. The D epartm ent o f  H ealth and Social Sen/ices has been issuing grants under the 
d ep artm en t’s general grant authority  and through the legislatures appropriation o f  funds in the 
gran ts line but cannot go forward w ith needed regulation revisions uniil the statute is updated  to 
include g ran t authority.

2. T he G o v ern o r’s Council on Disabilities and Special Education, the D epartm ent’s federally 
m andated  advisory council for the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act has provided 
w ritten  su p p o rt for this biil.

Provided by the Department o f  Health and Social Services

SUPPORT



TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR 
State of Alaska

R 'S CO I IN Cl I O N  PI SAB IU TIES‘AN D SPECIAL tO U C A T IQ N

P0  Box 2-402X9 • Anchorage, Aiaska 99524-02X9 • Phone. 907-269-8990 • Few. 007-269 8895

April 15, 1997

House HESS Committee 
Representative Con Bunde, Chair 
Alaska State Capitol, Room 104 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Rep. Bunde,

Subject: SB 100

In support of SB 100, the Governor's Council on Disabilities and Special 
Education requests that the bill be calendared in the House HESS Committee.

The bill which passed unanimously through the Senate, would make a simple 
technical change allowing the Department of Health and Social Services to 
continue to award grants to the Infant Learning Programs (ILPs).

Currently, there are 26 local, non-profit ILP organizations that provide essential 
services to Alaskan families who have children with disabilities. These services, 
provided by community based organizations that receive support through 
community fundraising efforts, prevent or reduce the effects of delays and 
disabilities for infants and toddlers. ILP grants create ongoing private sector 
jobs at the community level.

The grant process is a cost effective way to assure that funding for ILPs remains 
an efficient method with low administrative overhead.

In order for the Council's Executive Committee to report the progress of SB 100, 
please let us know of your support for the bill and when we should expect it to 
be acted on in the HESS Committee. If you have questions, please call 
Leanndra at 269-8994 or Dino at 269-6993.

Sincerely,

Nancy Dodge 
Chairperson


