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1996 M ilken Fam ily Foundation N ational Educator Awards
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Criteria

The criteria considered for the selection of Milken Educators include:

J Expen pedagogy

?]ed a lﬁvgment in developing Innovative educational curricula, programs
or aching metho

' Outstandlng ability to Instill in stuclents character and self-confidence

» Quistanding ahility to, develop children’s understanding of the direct bearing that
educa?[on ang arl[éa rg*e actnﬁﬂes Have 0n one ano eg J

i ?Crt[lrght nt t professmnal development and policy leadership in the school, the

(H%?a Plary and innovative use of egucation technology in teaching and leaming

Eo%mnﬂ R/otennal or even greater contribution to children, the profession and the

o For administrators, outstanding ability to attract, support and motivate committed
education pro{essmda? gadiiy PP

Selection Process
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17 years teaching experience

. DaveGillam
Pamary Teacher, Second Grade

Susitna Elementary School, Anchorage, AK
14 yean teaching éxperience

Ledmna ‘Loddir” Jonn

mery' Teacher, Kindergarten
; Iyenm Yup'Jk Immeron School, Bethel, AK

an teaching experience

Frtderlka “Freddie” Buffinire

Princi
Pearl 8reek Elementary School, Fairbani s, AK
21 yean ineducation; 12 yean teaching and 15yean asa principal
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Morr Infr>rrojtir>o tlArry Gamble, Infarnuunn Officw. 4&5‘&

COMMISSIONER HOLLOWAY ANNOUNCES OUTSTANDING EDUCATORS

Four Alaska elementary educators will receive ihc 1996 Milken Family Foundation NaiionaJ Educator Award.
Commissioner of Education Shirley Holloway announcement today. Dr. Holloway informed the four educaiors
about their awards this week. Each of the four educators wdl receive an accompanying financial award of $25.000
from the Milken Family Foundation.

“It was wonderful informing each of these outstanding educators that they have been so highlE honored and that
they will receive a large cash award for being the best that they can be." said Dr. Holloway. “Each of these
educators represents what is good about the education profession. They deserve this honor because of their
contributions to the future of our children and our state.”

The educators who received the award are:
- Frederica Buffmirc— Principal. Pearl Creek Elementary School. Fairbanks Nonh Star Borough

Sclkx District.
+ David Odlam— Second Grade Teacher. Suntna Elementary School. Anchorage School District.
*  Ledwirut Jones— Kindergarten Teacher. Mikcinguut Eluruurvlat School. Bethel. Lower Kuskokwjm

School District
* Judy Kuhn— Elementary Teacher. McGrath School. Iditarod Area School District

“This award intend* to make a powerful statement.” said Lowell Milken. president of the Milken FamiIY
Foundation, which sponsors the award program. * It tells educaiors dut dieir contribution to our national security is
crucial: it tells student* that educa*; .»u anoble and rewarding profession: and it tells society that educators, as the
an. Inicetvof our future, ment the highest respect.”

The Milken Family Foundation, tn cooperation with ihe Alaska Dejwment of Education, sponsors the award*
ﬁrogram. Alu*ka has parucipated in the program since 1990 Since that time 38 Alaska teachers have received die
onor. InaJdtuon. 31 other states also team up with die Milken Family Foundation pro?ram to honor educaiors

annuaDy. The program honors hoth elementary and secondary educators, but annually alternate? the award
program hetween both groups The program s goal ts to elevate the education profession by increasing public
Icuogniuon ami support of outstanding educaiors.

Following guidelines established by the Milken Foundation. Commissioner Holloway sets up a process to identify
and c»altutc educators for the auard Commissioner Holloway then appoints a blue nbhon review team of
legislators, former Milken awinkxs. parents, school board members and other educators to make final
recommendations The Milken organization makes the firul awards based on the recommendations The program
includes ncithct an applicaoon nor a nomination procedure.

The lour Alaska recipients an-* liar spouses win be among 138 recipients from around the country to atier.d the
19% Milken Family Fuunditim Nanonal Education Conference. The three day conference ui Los Angeles in June
1997 will include workshap', discussion versions and presentations by nationally recognized scholar, and
practitioner? tn the field of education

The conicreme will culminate in a Satutday evening ceremony at which the recipients will he honored and
presented their $23.000 awards. TTu< will bring in $23.5 million the total awards given to 1.020 teachers
nationwide during ihc program’s 10-year history. M|



27-97 J6 .BY FROM.DEPT OF EDUCATION-DIV TLS ID9074BS339B PACE

Milken Family' Foundation
National F>ducator Awards

1990

Paul Bowen

Teacher
Petersburg High Schoo
Petershurg

Dora Cling*
Programs Coordinator
Dillingham High School
Dillingham

Grace A. Heacock
deceased)
eacher
Rosamond Weller
_Elementary School
Pairbanks

Suzanne Henning
Teacher

Taruna School
Tanana

Larry Moye
Teacher

Banow High School
Barrow

Flovd Sucher

Principal

Chugiak Elementary Schoo
Chu%|ak

now Dora Andrew'

Mae pomio". idtool useeevn Xjn o c t A»vd

Recipients from the
St%te of Alaska

1991

WallerJ. Clark
PnnC|PaI _
Blatchley Middle Schoo
Sitka

Jacqueline D'Cafango
Kookesh

Teacher

Angoon High Schoo
Angoon

Ruthanne Rust

Teacher

Denali Elementary School
Fairbanks

Dick Sander

Teacher

Ketchikan High Schoo
Ketchikan

Susan A. Slithorn

Teacher _

Austin E. Lathrop High
School

Fairbanks

Donna |_Vork

Teacher Expert
Benson-Easi High Schoo
Anchorage

1992

Peter Burchell
Founder and Principa
Matansuka-Susttna

Alternative Schoo
Wasilla

Linda Clement (retired)

Teacher

Annette Island Indian
Reserve

Metlakatla

Carolyn Coe

vvvvvv

Anchorage

Pat Ilanland*

Teacher

Mendenhall River
Community School

Juneau

John Pwgayak

Teacher _
Kashunarmut School Distnct
Chevak

Rod Poole

Counselor
SitJa High Schoo
Sitka

*now Pat Holman

-Hunt cA*A | o usoxstre ty anerue 1
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Milken Faraih Foundation
National Educator Awards

1993

Michele B. Bifclt
Teacher

Jimmy Huntington School
Huslia

Lorraine “Sammy"
Crawford

Teacher

Soldotna High School

Soldotna

Ron Gleason

Principal _
tuneau-Douglas High School
Juneau

Jerry Haroock

Principal _

Annin E Laihrop High
School

Pairbanks

Ron James Manook
Teacher _

Vest Valley High School
Fairbanks

Harry' A. Matrone, Jr.

Teacher

McLaughlin Secondary
School

Anchorage

Name pOMicm, school

Recipients from the
State of Alaska

1994

Leslie Scar* Gordoa

Teacher

Badger Road Elementary
School

Fairbanks

Anthon¥_Baangton

Hardtiar

Principal

Willard L. Bowman
Elementary School

Anchorage

Nancy Norman

Teacher

Flnger Lake Elementary
chool

Palmer

Nita Yurrliq Rearden
Teacher _
Kottebue Elementary Sdioo!
Kottebue

John A, Rusyniak

Media Specialist

Alaska Gateway School
District

Tok

~teoorcery's akolS oL e

.. tuicruk

1995

Don Bernard
Teacher

Chugiak High Schoo
Eagle River

Esther Cox

Principal _

Martin Luther King. Jr.
Career Center

Anchorage

Elaine Griffin

Teacher

Chiniak School

Kodiak

Geo%ean Sccliger
Teacher

Hutchison Career Center
Fairbanks

Lyic SparrowgrOTc
Teacher _
BUichlcy Middle Sdioo
Sitka



JAN-27-07 1& 11 FROM-DEPT OF EDUCATION-®PIV TLB tD<0074B6339B PACE 0/10

fi~01 M s k a
!GDe a[Bmentof
UHEQUEAtbN
NeEoeWeS R*ExL*E»A*S»E
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Novembers, 1996

m

More information: Harry Gamble, Information Officer. 4(55-2851

McGrath Teacher Judy Kuhn Named 1997 Alaska Teacher of the Year

Alaska's 1997 Tcachei of the Year is Judy Kuhn, an elementary' school teacher from McGrath.
The announcement was made today by Commissioner of Education Shirley Holloway

Holloway also today submitted Ms. Kuhn'sname for the 1997 National Teacher of the Year
competition.

Ms. Kuhn has been a teacher at McGrath School since 1985. Beginning in 1977, she was a
reading and special education aide, assistant counselor and substitute teacher in Aniak and
McGrath. She received her bachelor's degree tn teaching in 1982 from the University of Alaska
Anchorage. She spent the P90-91 school year in China as an exchange teacher.

Said Commissioner HollowaK: “Judy Kuhn is an example of the best of the teaching Profession.
She works tight and day for her students, keeping parents informed and getting help from
children's families in a most positive way. She is the kind of teacher we arc thankful for and proud
to have in our school system. | am pleased to appoint her to serve as Alaska's 1997 Teacher of

the Year. | am equally ﬁleased to place her applicaoon among the elite few from across our nation
who will compete for the 1997 National Teacher of the Year honor.”

Monty Buness. a seventh and eighth grade math and science teacher at Stikme Middle School in
Wrangell, was selected 1997 Alternate Teacher of the Year. Patricia Truman, an eighth grade
teacher at Palmer Junior Middle School, was selected second alternate.

A statewide selection committee appointed by Commissioner Holloway recommended Kuhn and
the two alternates from a group of 11 statewide applicants.

As Kuhn was growing up. teachers were the people she admired most “My teachers had always

been an extraordinary’ group of people having the skills required to shape young minds and to
make learning fun.” Kuhn wrote in her application. "School was something that Llooked forward

to every day.

She immerses her students in the subjects she teaches. “I like what Merlin the Magician told King
Arthur when he * as a boy under Merlin’s rutelagc: 'To understand something, you have to

become it.""

"When we study about farming and ranching, we made stick horses and hold horse races.” stated
the teache who keeps a turtle, a bud. a hamster and about 30 frogs in her classroom. "We made
chickens and a coop and we collected real egj sever)-day,"
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When her class studies the Idiarod Sled Dog race, she invites real mushers. checkers and
veterinarians into her classroom to talk to the children. *We learn the parts of a sled and the
vocabulary for mushing dogs. We make all the mandatory gear that mushers must cany.*In
addition, some of the children have teal sled dog races that involve the school and community.

*Children learn through making decisions, by bein% active participants and owners of their own
work,” she stated. “ They have Ideas and opinions that they are constantly forming and reforming.
To help students discover their learning | find that talking and discussing get ideas flowing that
speak to the child's inner voice. Kids have to talk to think.’

The Teacher of the Year's term begins July 1,1997. The 1996 Alaska Teacher of the Year is
Barbara Renoux from Pi Lay on the North Slope. Alaska’s 1995 Teacher of the Year, Hainc
Griffin from Kodiak Island, went on to become the National Teacher of the Year.
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